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EDITOR’ S PAGE

Dark-eyed Juncos (S la te -co lo re d ) are being co lo r  banded to  determine annual population 
movements in  New England and eastern Canada. The banders o f  the Moharrk Trust are using 
orange, green , red and white leg  bands. Feeder watchers and f i e ld  observers are urged 
to  report any sigh tings o f  these b irds  to  James Stapleton , The Mohonk Trust, Mohonk 
Lake, New P a ltz , New York 12561.

An In tern ation al Shorebird Survey was started  in  1975 to  obtain  inform ation on shorebird 
m igration and to  id e n tify  and document areas o f  major importance. This scheme has, to  
date , been su cce ss fu l, with inform ation coming from contributors throughout eastern 
Canada, the United S ta tes , the Caribbean Is la n d s, Central America and South America.
The sponsors are now anxious to  continue and expand the scheme as w e ll as the coverage 
in  as many areas as p o s s ib le . Any observer who may be able to  p a rtic ip a te  in  regular 
survey counts o f  shorebirds during spring and autumn m igrations, is  asked to  contact 
Brian A. Harrington, Manomet Bird Observatory, Manomet, Massachusetts 023^5

WANTED TO BUY: A new or used B & L B alscope, S r . ,  spotting  scope. C all V icto r  S iegle
at 1+92-1+1+59 or w rite 12 Rindge Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02130.

WANTED TO BUY: Bird Finding East o f  the M ississipp i and Bird Finding West o f  the 
M ississipp i by P e t t in g il ,  Audubon Guide to  Western Birds by Richard Doyle, and Birds o f 
Massachusetts and New England S ta tes , V ol. I I ,  by Forbush. Please w rite  to  Mrs. Charles 
W. Hubbard I I I ,  1+68 Walnut S tree t, B rookline, Massachusetts 0211+6.

TIDE TABLE

Here i s  the t id e  ta b le  fo r  Newburyport Harbor, accurate to  DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME for  
August and September ( fo r  best shorebird viewing, be at the harbor approxim ately four 
hours b efore  or a fte r  high t id e ) .

High Tide High Tide

Sat. August 7 8:16 am 9:08 pm
Sun. August 8 10 : 1+1 am 10:59 pm
Sat. August ll+ 2 : 1+0 am 3:0l+ pm
Sun. August 15 3:23 am 3:^6 pm
S at. August 21 8:31 am 8:50 pm
Sun. August 22 9:22 am 9:^2 pm
Sat. August 28 1 : 1+0 am 2:06 pm
Sun. August 29 2:30 am 2:55 pm
S at. September 8:3l+ am 8:57  pm
Sun. September 5 9: 3l+ am 9:53 pm
Mon. September 6 10:26 am 10 : 1+1+ pm
Sat. September 1 1 1:30 am 1 : 1+8 pm
Sun. September 12 2 : 1 1 am 2:27 pm
Sat. September 18 7:00 am 7=19 pm
Sun. September 19 7:55 am 8:15 pm
Sat. September 25 — 12:52 pm
Sun. September 26 1:20 am 1 : 1+1 pm

FOR SALE:

Bausch and Lomb Zephyr 7x35 e x ce llen t condition  b in ocu lars- 
mation contact Ray Crosby, 125 Trapelo Road, Belmont, Mass.

never used. For in fo r -  
02178 c a l l  48U-5016 eves.
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PELAGIC BIRDING FOR LANDLUBBERS

by Wayne R. Petersen, Abington

In an issue  devoted to  p e la g ic  b ird s , i t  seems appropriate to  include some comments on 
p e la g ic  b ird ing  from land. R e a lis t ic a lly , most "birders are l ik e ly  to  spend considerably 
more time observing p e la g ics  from land than from the deck o f  a sea-bound v esse l. The 
inherent d i f f i c u l t ie s  involved in  taking a lengthy sea t r ip ,  both in  terms o f  expense 
and p o te n t ia l d iscom fort, are considerable. This need not discourage the landlubber, 
however, s in ce  here in  southern New England we are geographically  b lessed  not only with 
a coa stlin e  favoring p e la g ic  b ird  observation , but a lso  weather patterns which are con­

ducive to  making p e la g ic  observations from shore.

A number o f  variab les e f f e c t  the success o f  one’ s e f fo r t s  to  observe p e la g ic  b irds from 
shore. These include the species being observed, the weather conditions preceding and 
during observation , the time o f  year, the po in t o f  observation  and the s k i l l  and patience 
o f  the observer. A ll  o f  these are intim ately re la ted ; however, each can be elaborated 
upon separately .

Perhaps most important at the outset is  to  define what are considered to  be ty p ica l Mas­
sachusetts p e la g ic  b ird s . E ssen tia lly , the remarks which fo llow  w i l l  re fe r  to  those 
b irds  which are prim arily  confined to  the o ffsh ore  fish in g  grounds and waters generally  
out o f  s igh t o f  land. O bviously , many g u lls  and occa sion a lly  terns are seen w ell out o f  
s igh t o f  land ; however, th e ir  primary niche includes the l i t t o r a l  waters close  to  shore. 
The groups o f  p r in c ip a l in te re s t to  the p e la g ic  b ird er  are thus comprised o f  the shear­
waters (P r o c e lla r i id a e ) , storm -petrels (Hydrobatidae) ,  phalaropes (Phalaropodidae) , 
jaegers (S te rco ra r iid a e ) and the A lcids (A lc id a e ). Most o f  these groups contain several 
species which can p o ss ib ly  be observed in  Massachusetts waters. Among the shearwaters 
are Cory's Shearwater (Puffinus diomedea) , the Greater Shearwater (P. g ra v is ) ,  Sooty 
Shearwater (P, g r ise u s ) and Manx Shearwater (P. p u ffin u s ) . The c lo s e ly  a l l ie d  Northern 
Fulmar (Fulmarus g la c i a l i s ) a lso  belongs here. Massachusetts storm -petrels include 
Leach’ s Storm -Petrel (Oceanodroma leucorhoa) and W ilson’ s Storm -Petrel (Oceanites ocean i- 
cu s). Of the three species o f  phalaropes occurring in  the Commonwealth, only the Red 
Phalarope (Phalaropus fu l ic a r iu s ) and the Northern Phalarope (Lobipes loba tu s) are con­
s idered  p e la g ic  in  th e ir  lo c a l  d is tr ib u tion . Three jaeger sp e c ie s , the Pomarine Jaeger 
(S tercorarius pomarinus) ,  P a ra s it ic  Jaeger (S. p a ra s it icu s ) and L ong-ta iled  Jaeger (£3. 
longicaudus) ,  a l l  can occur in  Massachusetts w aters, as can the rare Skua (Catharacta 
skua) . A lcid s which appear with varying regu la rity  o f f  Massachusetts include the Razor­
b i l l  (A lca  tord a ) , Common Murre (Uria aa lge) ,  T h ick -b illed  Murre (U. lom via) , Dovekie 
(Plautus a l l e ) ~ B lack  Guillemot (Cepphus g r y l le ) .and the Common P u ffin  (Fratercula arc- 
t i c a ) . To th is  whole category should be added the rare Sabine's Gull (Xema sa b in i) ,  a 
species  whose appearance in  Massachusetts is  la rge ly  p e la g ic .

While the id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  these various species i s  outside the domain o f  th is  a r t i c le ,  
the in terested  reader is  urged to  ca re fu lly  memorize the key f i e ld  marks and points o f  
separation  fo r  each, since many p e la g ic  species are ea s ily  confused or m isid en tified .
Only lo t s  o f  f i e l d  experience can re in fo rce  published and p ic t o r ia l  d escr ip tion s , a c r i ­
ter ion  d i f f i c u l t  to  meet f o r  b irds as challenging to  study and observe as the p e la g ics . 
Many p e la g ic  id e n t if ic a t io n s  from shore are best made as te n ta t iv e , the s p e c i f ic  species 
id e n tity  o ften  being unable to  be ascertained.

Weather, perhaps as much as any other fa c to r , can determine on e 's  success in  observing 
p e la g ic  b ird s . Common sense suggests that fo r  b irds favoring the open ocean, only v io ­
len t conditions at sea or prolonged fog  are l ik e ly  to  fo rce  them near enough to  land to  
be seen from the beaches. Being b irds which exh ib it a variety  o f  e co lo g ica l feeding a- 
daptations, some knowledge o f  the more ty p ica l varia tions can prove h e lp fu l in  explaining 
the occasion a l appearance o f  pe lag ics  inshore during certa in  unique environmental circum­
stances. The P r o c e l la r i id s , or Tubenoses, as a group are g lid in g  b irds whose search fo r  
food  is  accomplished by sca lin g  over the waves while looking fo r  fish  and large plank­
ton ic  organisms near the surface . S torm -petrels, while a lso  plankton feed ers , employ a 
skimming, hovering or f lu tte r in g  feeding strategy . Phalaropes ty p ic a lly  take minute in ­
vertebrates from f lo a tin g  masses o f  seaweed or d ir e c t ly  from the se a 's  surface . These 
items they obtain  by swimming and dabbing with th e ir  b i l l s .  The jaegers ty p ic a lly  para­
s i t iz e  other seab irds , l ik e  terns and g u lls , fo r  th e ir  hard-won prey. This approach o f ­
ten provides some o f  the f in e s t  a e r ia l maneuvering to  be seen in the b ird  world. A lcids 
feed  on marine f is h  and invertebrates which they obtain  by diving from the surface o f  
the water, o ften  to  great depths.
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By keeping these feeding stra teg ies  in  mind, i t  can he seen that d if fe re n t  fa c to rs  may 
explain  the appearance o f  p e lag ics  inshore. Shearwaters, which depend on wind fo r  most 
su ccess fu l a er ia l tr a v e l, o ften  are d e fle cted  shoreward by s t i f f  onshore b reezes , es­
p e c ia lly  i f  prolonged and accompanied by fo g . S torm -petrels, phalaropes and A lcid s l ik e  
the Dovekie, which are heavily  dependent on small plankton fo r  fo o d , o ften  appear c lose  
to  shore in  numbers when heavy, open-ocean turbulence fo rces  surface plankton to  unob­
ta inable depths fo r  the feeding b ird s . They are a lso  very prone to  m igratory d e fle c t io n  
by heavy onshore winds. Jaegers, being somewhat dependent on other f ish in g  b irds  fo r  
food , o cca s ion a lly  can be loca ted  by system atica lly  observing large feeding f lo ck s  o f  
terns . Jaegers a lso  seem to  appear rather con sisten tly  when heavy fog p rev a ils  fo r  long 
periods o f  time.

Regardless o f  the p rec ise  reasons governing the appearance o f  p e la g ic  b irds near shore, 
there are conditions which generally  are optimum fo r  observation . Any strong onshore 
wind, e sp e c ia lly  i f  i t  reaches gale fo r c e ,  is  e x ce lle n t . The d ire c t io n  o f  an onshore 
wind can obviously  vary with the poin t o f  observation ; however, in  most Massachusetts 
coasta l areas winds from the Northeast, East or Southeast are most productive . An excep­
t io n  would o cca s ion a lly  be a strong southwesterly wind which can blow p e la g ics  in to  low­
er Buzzards Bay. Id e a lly , a dry wind, free  from accompanying ra in , is  b e s t . Rain mere­
ly  impairs observation  but seems to  have l i t t l e  a ffe c t  on p e la g ic  b ird  movement. Fog, 
when a mile or two o f f  the beach, w i l l  o ften  cause p e lag ics  to  work the c lea r  waters on 
the shoreward side o f  the bank, thus allowing distant observations to  be made, e sp e c ia l­
ly  o f  shearwaters. For best resu lts  i t  is  advisable to  be a f ie ld  during a storm; how­
ever, the early  morning fo llow ing the clearin g  o f  a storm during the previous night can 
be equally productive at certa in  lo ca tion s .

The best points o f  observation from which to  look  fo r  p e la g ic  b irds  are generally  those 
which a ffo rd  some e leva tion , and preferab ly  s h e lte r , and which give a good panorama o f  
e ith er  open ocean or a sm iliar large body o f  water, such as Cape Cod Bay or Nantucket 
Sound. The c lo se r  to  the shore the po in t o f  observation  the b e t te r , but try  to  avoid 
d ire c t b ea ch -leve l view ing, since s a lt  spray and ocean haze can provide no end o f  d i f ­
f i c u l t y .  Fortunately , some o f  the most popular Massachusetts p e la g ic  observation  areas 
make i t  p oss ib le  to  observe from the com fort o f  on e 's  automobile. As a ru le , most o f  
the best p e la g ic  watching occurs early  in  the morning, b efore  9:00 A.M ., or la te  in  the 
a fternoon; however, th is  can vary with ex is t in g  weather con d itions. Tide is  a fa c to r  at 
some observation  points since at low t id e  the water lin e  may be a mile or more away from 
the observer, thus making high or r is in g  tid es  b e tte r  fo r  viewing.

I t  should be pointed out that in  addition  to  storm view ing, su ccess fu l observations o f  
certa in  p e lag ics  can be made from loca tion s  where working fish in g  draggers or returning 
fish in g  f le e ts  can be observed. S a tis fa cto ry  looks at Greater and Sooty Shearwaters and 
W ilson 's Storm -Petrels can o ften  be obtained by te lescop in g  the wake o f  commercial f is h ­
ing boats as they haul or clean th e ir  catch on th e ir  way to  p ort. Look fo r  boats with 
large swarms o f  g u lls .

Season is  another c r i t i c a l  fa c to r  in flu encing  the lik e lih o o d  o f  making su ccess fu l p ela ­
g ic  observations. In the spring , beginning in  m id-April and extending in to  mid-May, fog 
and strong southeasterly winds can occa s ion a lly  generate inshore f l ig h ts  o f  phalaropes, 
ty p ic a lly  Red Phalaropes early  in  the season and then Northern Phalaropes la te r  on. The 
stray Northern Fulmar, Manx Shearwater or jaeger can a lso  show up in  the f i r s t  part o f 
May. From la te  May on, there is  a subtly changing schedule o f  p oss ib le  p e lag ics  which 
can be viewed from land. Memorial Day tr a d it io n a lly  marks the spring a rr iv a l o f  the 
Sooty Shearwater and W ilson 's Storm -Petrel from the Southern Hemisphere, which are jo ined  
several weeks la te r  by Greater Shearwaters working th e ir  way northward fo r  a summer in  
the North A tla n tic . These three species reach peak numbers o ffsh ore  from mid-July to  
la te  August. By early  August, the vanguard o f  the phalarope and jaeger m igrations are 
appearing. Jaegers, however, may o ften  be seen e a r lie r  since apparently non-breeders 
are not uncommon in  summer o f f  Massachusetts. By la te  August and continuing in to  mid- 
November, p e la g ic  bird ing gets progressive ly  more e x c it in g . Each f a l l ,  coa sta l lin e  
storms and raging Northeasters h it  the Massachusetts coast with reg u la rity . Depending 
upon th e ir  exact track , they can be the ultim ate boon to  the landlubber p e la g ic  watcher. 
Their a f fe c t  is  to  d e fle c t  migrating p e la g ics  toward the shore, much the way southward- 
bound songbirds are forced  to  the coast by northwesterly winds in  September. During 
these storms in  September and O ctober, Northern Fulmars, shearwaters, Leach's Storm- 
P e tre ls , and Red Phalaropes, ja eg ers , and Sabine's Gulls are a l l  p o ss ib le . A lcid s  are 
most prevalent during the f i r s t  h a lf  o f  November. I t  should be emphasized that a l l  o f  
these dates are approximate only and that p ersis ten t observation  may revea l considerably 
expanded periods fo r  certa in  sp ecies .
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The actual technique o f  watching fo r  p e la g ic  b irds  can be a grueling and fru stra tin g  ex­
e r c is e .  F ir s t ,  i t  o ften  requ ires a d is ta n t , early  morning drive in  inclement weather to  
reach the lo ca t io n  o f  an observation  poin t from which to  look  fo r  p e la g ics . Second, pe­
la g ic  watching o ften  means prolonged exposure to  the w ildest o f  weather, including co ld . 
And f in a l ly ,  p e la g ic  b ird in g  from land requires intense concentration and s k i l l  w ith a 
te le s c o p e . Unlike landbirding where you can run in  pursuit o f  a f l i t t i n g  b ir d , a passing 
p e la g ic  i s  usually  a s in g le -sh o t performance— once gone i t  is  gone forever! Thus, i t  is  
important to  constantly  scan the sea with te lescop e  and b in ocu lars . The quadrants to  
watch include the horizon  fo r  banking shearwaters, the wave troughs fo r  s torm -petre ls , 
phalaropes and A lc id s , and fa i r ly  high in  the sky fo r  the s tron g -fly in g  ja egers . Prac­
t i c e  w i l l  allow  you to  look  f i r s t  with the te lescop e  in  the d ire ction  that most b irds  are 
approaching from, then p e r io d ic a lly  with binocu lars to  avoid missing c lo se  or h ig h -fly in g  
b ir d s . In any case, only continued v ig ila n ce  w i l l  prevent you from over-look in g species 
passing qu ick ly  by w e ll away from the beach or low in  the wave troughs. These techniques, 
along with lo t s  o f  pa tien ce , can often  make the d iffe ren ce  between an e x c it in g  few hours 
o f  b ird in g  as compared to  a scen ic view o f  a storm -tossed sea.

While these comments are in  no way the la s t  word on p e la g ic  b ird ing  from shore, they hope­
f u l ly  w i l l  g ive  the landlubber some ideas on how to  add p e la g ic  b ird  species to  h is  l i s t  
w ithout going to  sea. In conclusion , several o f  the b e tte r  p e la g ic  b ird  observation  l o ­
c a l i t i e s  on the Massachusetts coast are described .

ANDREW'S POINT, ROCKPORT:

An outstanding lo c a l i t y  fo r  November A lc id  f l ig h t s ,  with other species p oss ib le  depending 
upon the sev erity  o f  the storm. Also the best spot in  Essex County to  see shearwaters 
and W ilson 's Storm -Petrels from land during the summer.

MANOMET POINT, PLYMOUTH:

The South Shore 's best p e la g ic  observation spot. W ilson 's Storm -Petrels are l ik e ly  any 
day in  summer, w hile the Leach's Storm -Petrel is  regular in  October and early  November 
w ith  a strong NE wind. Jaegers, shearwaters, and A lcids are quite dependable with strong 
NE winds from September to  mid-November, but seldom in  the numbers seen at Barnstable or 
Eastham.

SANDY NECK PARKING LOT, BARNSTABLE:

One o f  the two best areas on Cape Cod. E xcellent chance fo r  a l l  species , depending upon 
season , but best from September through November. Wind must be strong NE to  be re a lly  
good. I f  winds s h i f t  to  NW w hile at Sandy Neck, go at once to  F irst Encounter Beach in  
Eastham.

Birds at th is  lo ca t io n  are often  seen c lo se r  to  the observer than at many o f  the other 
key l o c a l i t i e s  in  Massachusetts. Early morning is  b est.

LOWER PARKING LOT AT FIRST ENCOUNTER BEACH, EASTHAM:

Perhaps gen era lly  the best p e la g ic  lo c a l i t y  on the Massachusetts mainland. Usually most 
productive a fte r  a strong Northeaster has blown p elag ics  in to  Cape Cod Bay and wind has 
changed to  NW with c lea r in g . The observer must be on hand within an hour a fte r  the wind 
s h i f t s ,  or  at dawn fo llow ing  the clearing  o f  a storm the night b e fo re , i f  he intends to  
be most su ccess fu l. High t id e  is  best.

This area has con sisten tly  produced both large counts o f  pelag ics  and ex ce llen t variety  
in  recent years. Species lik e  Manx Shearwater, Leach's Storm -Petrel, Northern Fulmar, 
Pomarine Jaeger, Skua, Sabine's Gull and Common P u ffin  have a l l  been recorded with vary­
ing reg u la r ity .

RACE POINT, PROVINCETOWN:

An area worth checking at a l l  p e la g ic  seasons when there is  a s t i f f  NE or E wind. Fish­
ing boats o ften  have shearwaters and storm -petrels in  attendance in  summer and the North­
ern Fulmar has been seen from the beach in  f a l l .

NORTH BEACH, ORLEANS TO CHATHAM:

A fin e  area but one requ iring a beach veh ic le  or boat from Chatham. Best in  la te  summer
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and f a l l  with any s t i f f  winds from the East. Shearwaters and storm -petrels regu larly  
fo llow  the Chatham fish in g  f le e t  to  the t ip  o f  North Beach in  the summer, and A lcids can 
he prevalent in  November and December.

GOOSEBERRY NECK, WESTPORT:

A good observation  poin t fo r  lower Buzzards Bay, best on strong SW or SE winds. Has pro­
duced phalarope wrecks in  the spring and shearwaters in  f a l l .  A good spot -to watch fo r  
Cory's Shearwater.

NANTUCKET, MARTHA'S VINEYARD AND THE ISLANDS:

A ll o f  these areas are p o te n t ia lly  the best p e la g ic  spots in  Massachusetts under the cor­
re ct con d ition s , but a cce ssa b ility  makes them d i f f i c u l t  to  take advantage o f  fo r  most 
observers.

Wilsons Storm P e tre l, photograph by A llen  Morgan, Massachusetts Audubon Society

Don’t ForgetMONOtfOT
In Your Summer 

Tours

For More Information 
Call or Write;

ARTHER GOULD 
Box 3
West Chatham Ma. 02669  
(617) 9 45 -24 43
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LEACH'S STORM PETRELS

BY FRED ATWOOD, ITHACA, N .Y .

I t  i s  a b r i s k  J u ly  n ig h t  on a s p r u c e - c la d  i s la n d  in  th e  Bay o f  F undy,
New B ru n sw ick . The sk y  a b o v e  i s  l i k e  a t h i c k  s t a r  so u p . The w aves 
r o a r  w ith  th e  r i s i n g  t i d e  as th e y  c r a s h  in  among th e  c l a t t e r i n g  r o c k s  
on th e  e a s t e r n  s h o r e .  G u l l s ,  n e v e r  s i l e n t ,  scream  e e r i l y  from  th e  
s h o r e s  and f i e l d s .  The p o in t e d  s p i r e s  o f  th e  s p r u c e  w oods a re  s i l ­
h o u e t t e d  a g a in s t  th e  s p a n g le d  s k y . T h ere  i s  no moon and i t  i s  d a r k , 
r e a l l y  d a r k . And as we w alk  in t o  th e  shad e o f  th e  s p r u c e  w oods i t  
i s  so  da rk  t h a t  we ca n n o t even  s e e  th e  pa th  ahead o f  u s .  Our f e e t  
t r a v e l  th e  f a m i l i a r  p a th  t o  th e  p e t r e l  c o lo n y  w ith  ou r e y e s  s e t  
s t r a i g h t  to w a rd s  th e  g ra y  c l e a r i n g  up a h ea d . R o o ts  and r o c k s ,  un­
n o t i c e d  d u r in g  th e  day j u t  up u n e x p e c t e d ly  and ca u se  us t o  stu m b le  
now and th e n .

But we a re  n o t  a lo n e .  H ere in  th e  s p r u c e  w oods th e  a i r  i s  f i l l e d  
w ith  d a n c in g  p e t r e l s ,  c h a t t e r i n g  and c h u c k l in g  as th e y  f l u t t e r  s o f t l y  
th ro u g h  th e  w oods and o v e r  th e  c l e a r i n g s .  They a re  d i s p l a y i n g  to  
e a ch  o th e r  w ith  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c a l l s  and f l i g h t  p a t t e r n s .  H ere on 
K ent I s la n d  in  l a t e  May and e a r l y  J u n e , t h e s e  d a n c in g  b i r d s  w ou ld  
h ave  been  p r e p a r in g  f o r  b r e e d in g ,  th e  g rou p  f l i g h t s  s e r v in g  t o  s t im u la t e  
th e  b i r d s  in t o  p h y s i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  b r e e d in g  c o n d i t i o n .  In 
J u l y ,  th e  c h a t t e r i n g ,  f l y i n g  b i r d s  a re  m o s t ly  p r e b r e e d e r s .  They 
w i l l  n ot be  n e s t in g  in  e a r n e s t  u n t i l  n e x t  y e a r .  H ow ever, a t t h i s  
t i m e ,  th e  b r e e d e r s  a re  a l r e a d y  in v o lv e d  in  b r e e d in g  and a re  n ot 
i n t e r e s t e d  in  su ch  a f f a i r s .  Now t h e i r  n o c t u r n a l  f l i g h t s  from  th e  
f e e d in g  g ro u n d s  on th e  o ce a n  t o  t h e i r  bu rrow s a re  d i r e c t .

The a b i l i t y  o f  L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls  ( Oceanodram a l e u c o r h o a ) t o  f in d  
t h e i r  b u rro w s  among th e  h u n d red s o r  th o u sa n d s  o f  o t h e r s  in  th e  c o lo n y  
i s  a m a z in g . Once th e y  g e t  i n t o  th e  dark  s p r u c e  w o o d s , th e y  a p p a r e n t ly  
f i n d  t h e i r  b u rrow s  b y  s m e l l .  T h is  an u n u su a l a b i l i t y  f o r  b i r d s ,  
w h ich  g e n e r a l l y  h ave a p r a c t i c a l l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t  s e n se  o f  s m e l l .  The 
hom ing a b i l i t i e s  o f  p e t r e l s  a re  t r u l y  r e m a r k a b le . They can  f in d  
t h e i r  way from  m i le s  o u t a t sea  t o  t h e i r  own n e s t in g  bu rrow  even  
when th e  f o g  i s  so  t h i c k  you  c o u ld  a lm o s t  s l i c e  i t !  How do th e y  do 
i t ?  T h a t ' a a g o o d  q u e s t i o n -  th e  s t a r s  and th e  o u t l i n e  o f  th e  i s la n d  
a re  o b s c u r e d  and th e  d i s t a n c e  i s  t o o  g r e a t  f o r  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  s m e ll  
t o  b e  u s e f u l .  A p p a r e n t ly  L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls  have d i f f e r e n t  
m eans o f  n a v ig a t io n  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s .

R e s e a r c h  w ith  p e t r e l s  c o n d u c te d  on Kent I s la n d  by  D r. C h a r le s  E. 
H u n tin g to n  o f  B ow doin  C o l le g e  has shown t h a t  a b r e e d in g  p e t r e l  
r e l e a s e d  from  S c o t la n d  can  r e t u r n  t o  i t s  bu rrow  in  New B ru nsw ick  
w it h in  9 d a y s ! And on r e t u r n in g ,  i t  may w eigh  th e  same as i t  d id  
when i t  l e f t .

DELAYED MATURITY AND THE NONBREEDERS:

A n o th e r  b i g  q u e s t io n  b e in g  s t u d ie d  by  D r. H u n tin g to n  and h is  s tu d e n ts  
i s  th a t  o f  d e la y e d  m a t u r i t y .  R e s e a rch  has shown t h a t  L e a c h 's  S torm - 
P e t r e l s  do n o t n o r m a lly  b r e e d  u n t i l  th e y  a re  h o r  5 y e a r s  o l d .  Why 
do th e y  w ait so  lo n g ?  S u r e ly  th e y  a re  b ig  enough a f t e r  on e y e a r .
W o u ld n 't  i t  be  m ore a d a p t iv e  t o  b r e e d  as soon  as p o s s i b l e  in  o r d e r  
t o  have m ore o f f s p r i n g ?

To s tu d y  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  D r. H u n tin g to n  and h is  s tu d e n ts  h ave m i s t -  
n e t t e d  and band ed  th o u sa n d s  o f  t h e s e  n o n -b r e e d in g  p e t r e l s  as th e y  
c o u r t  ea ch  o t h e r  on midsummer n i g h t s .  D r. H u n tin g to n  b e l i e v e s  th a t  
t h e s e  n o n -b r e e d e r s  spen d  t h e i r  e a r ly  y e a r s  f a r  o u t a t s e a .  A f t e r  3» 
o r  m ore com m on ly , 1+ y e a r s ,  th e y  p r o b a b ly  spend a summer m ov ing  arou nd  
from  one n e s t in g  i s la n d  t o  a n o th e r  p r o s p e c t in g  f o r  a c o lo n y  th a t  
s u i t s  t h e i r  t a s t e s .  On t h e s e  i s la n d s  th e y  en gage  in  f r i v o l o u s
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c o u r t s h ip  d i s p la y s  and even  do some bu rrow  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b u t n e v e r  la y  
e g g s .  Why? Do t h e y  n eed  th e  p r a c t i c e ?  Do th e  c o u r t s h ip  and bu rrow  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  h e lp  them  d e te rm in e  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  n e s t in g  
c o lo n y ?  P erh ap s p e t r e l s  n eed  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  t o  le a r n  
n a v ig a t io n  and o r i e n t a t i o n  w e l l  enough  t o  b r e e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  Kent 
I s la n d  w o rk e rs  have a l s o  b a n d ed  th o u sa n d s  o f  p e t r e l  c h i c k s  in  h o p e s  o f  
g e t t i n g  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e i r  m ovem ents t o  o t h e r  i s l a n d s .  S in c e  t h e r e  a re  
v e r y  few  p e t r e l  b a n d e rs  e ls e w h e r e ,  v e r y  few  h ave b een  r e c o v e r e d .  But 
what few  e x i s t  do s u p p o r t  D r. H u n t in g t o n 's  h y p o t h e s is .

F or e x a m p le , one p e t r e l  m is t n e t t e d  a t  Kent I s la n d  was band ed  as a 
c h ic k  U y e a r s  e a r l i e r  TOO m i le s  away on G u ll I s l a n d ,  N ew fou n d la n d . 
A n o th e r  b i r d  w h ich  was n e t t e d  a t Kent I s la n d  in  1973 was b r e e d in g  on 
M a t in ic u s  R o ck , M aine in  1 9 7 5 -

THE PETREL COLONY DURING THE DAY:

When we r e t u r n  t o  th e  p e t r e l  c o lo n y  th e  n e x t  m o r n in g , s h a f t s  o f  su n ­
l i g h t  p i e r c e  th ro u g h  th e  s p r u c e  ca n op y  w h ich  i s  d rap ed  w ith  lo n g  s tr a n d s  
o f  O ld  M an 's B eard  L ic h e n . The a i r  i s  f r a g r a n t  w ith  f e r n s ,  f i r s ,  
s p r u c e s ,  and g o o d , r i c h  s o i l .  W in ter  Wrens ( T r o g la d y t e s  t r o g l o d y t e s ) .  
b u b b le  t h e i r  son g s  e x u b e r a n t ly  from  th e  b ru sh  t a n g le s  as i f  th e y  w i l l  
n e v e r  run ou t o f  b r e a t h .

The f l o o r  o f  th e  f o r e s t  i s  s o f t  and s p r in g y  b e n e a th  ou r f e e t .  Sun 
s p la s h e s  on p a t c h e s  o f  b r i l l i a n t  w h ite  b u n ch b e r ry  f l o w e r s  and clu m ps o f  
t r a n s lu c e n t  g re e n  wood f e r n .  The g rou n d  i s  d e c o r a t e d  w ith  m ossy  stum ps 
and l o g s  g r a d u a l ly  b e in g  d ecom p osed  and c o n v e r t e d  t o  s o i l .  At th e  b a s e  
o f  many o f  t h e s e  stum ps and u nder l o g s  and t r e e t r u n k s  a re  th e  f i s t ­
s i z e d  e n tr a n c e s  t o  th e  b u rrow s  o f  L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls .^

GRUBBING:

A h an d , th e  hand o f  a p e t r e l  g r u b b e r , i s  r e a c h in g  q u i c k ly  b u t c a r e ­
f u l l y  down a c o o l  da rk  b u r ro w . I t  s q u e e z e s  u n d er r o o t s  and o v e r  th e  
f l o o r  w h ich  has b een  p a ck e d  down b y  much n o c t u r n a l  t r a f f i c .  The hand 
c o n t in u e s  u n t i l ,  when a lm o s t  s h o u ld e r  d e e p , i t s  f i n g e r s  f e e l  th e  ed g e  o f  
a n e s t .  The c o l d  f i n g e r t i p s  to u c h  a c r o s s  m o ss , l i c h e n ,  s p r u c e  t w ig s ,  and 
sp ru ce  c o n e s  and th e n  th e y  a re  met b y  a rou n d  f r a g i l e  o b j e c t -  an e g g , 
o n ly  o n e . And i t ' s  warm. T h ere  must be a b i r d  p r e s e n t ,  t o o .  T h is  
w h ite  e g g ,  s p e c k le d  v e r y  f a i n t l y  w ith  r e d d is h  d o t s  arou nd  th e  w id e  en d , 
i s  c a r e f u l l y  ta k e n  o u t o f  th e  n e s t  and p la c e d  a t th e  s id e  o f  th e  n e s t  
cham ber t o  a v o id  damage when rem ov in g  th e  p a r e n t .  The f i n g e r s  r e a ch  
and to u c h  f e a t h e r s — o r  a re  t h e y  l e a v e s  from  th e  n e s t ?  N o, t h e y 'r e  
f e a t h e r s .  They f e e l  t h e i r  way up th e  lo n g  p r im a r ie s  t o  g e t  i n t o  a m ore 
p r o p e r  h o ld in g  p o s i t i o n  and a r e  soon  met b y  a p a in le s s  b i t e  from  th e  
o c c u p a n t 's  b e a k . The f i n g e r s  clam p down on th e  beak  and th e  b i r d  i s  
g e n t ly  drawn h e a d f i r s t  o u t o f  th e  bu rrow  i n t o  th e  w a it in g  hands o f  th e  
g r u b b e r .

IDENTIFICATION AND NESTING:

I m m e d ia te ly , th e  s l a t y  g r a y  b o d y ,  w h ite  rum p, and t u b u la r  n o s t r i l s  on 
th e  beak  t e l l  us t h a t  th e  b i r d  i s  a s t o r m - p e t r e l .  Her p l e a s i n g ,  musky 
s m e ll  i s  e a r t h y ,  re m in d in g  us o f  th e  s o i l  she j u s t  came o u t o f .  We can 
i d e n t i f y  h er  as L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e l  by  h e r  f o r k e d  t a i l  and th e  b la c k  
w ebbed f e e t .

She has b een  a b r e e d e r  in  th e  a r e a  f o r  q u i t e  a few  
m a te , Long John S i l v e r ,  has b een  h e r e  l o n g e r .  He 
S t o r m -P e t r e l  known. The g r u b b e r ,  D r. H u n tin g to n , 
k e p t  t r a c k  o f  him f o r  22 y e a r s —  even  lo n g e r  th an  
w i f e !  S in c e  p e t r e l s  d o n 't  b r e e d  u n t i l  t h e y  a re  1( 
was a t l e a s t  26 y e a r s  o l d  in  1 9 7 5 . T h is  i s  an o ld  
e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  one a b ou t th e  s i z e  o f  a R o b in .

y e a r s , b u t h er  
i s  th e  o l d e s t  L e a c h 's  
has known him and 
he has known h is  own 
o r  5 , O ld Long John 

age f o r  a b i r d ,
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As a s id e  n o te  t o  Long John  S i l v e r 's  h i s t o r y ,  we can  s e e  t h a t  he has 
re m a in ed  f a i t h f u l  t o  h is  n e s t in g  bu rrow  and m a te . In  1953 h is  bu rrow  

was n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  by  number b u t i t  was p r o b a b ly  th e  same n e s t  in  w h ich  
he b r e d  e v e r y  y e a r  s in c e  1956 e x c e p t  1 9 5 9 . In  1959 a "w in d ow ” was 
i n s t a l l e d  in  h i s  b u rrow  in  th e  hope o f  o b s e r v in g  th e  o c c u p a n ts  by  i n f r a ­
r e d  l i g h t .  A lth o u g h  i t  k e p t  th e  b i r d s  from  n e s t in g  t h e r e ,  Long John was 
ca u g h t f l y i n g  n e a r b y . H is m ate who was w ith  him from  1 9 5 6 , and p r o b a b ly  
e a r l i e r ,  was n o t  seen  a f t e r  1 9 5 8 . In  i 960 he had a l i a s o n  w ith  a f i c k l e  
p e t r e l  who tu r n e d  up in  19 6 7  and 1969  in  a n o th e r  b u rro w . A f t e r  a 2 y e a r  
"m a r r ia g e "  t o  a t h i r d  w i f e ,  he a c q u ir e d  h is  p r e s e n t  f a i t h f u l  m ate in  1 9 6 3 . 
I t  i s  u n c le a r  w h eth er  t h i s  b i r d ' s  f i d e l i t y  t o  h is  m ate was b a se d  on i n ­
d i v i d u a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o r  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  h is  b u rro w .

Long J o h n 's  m ate had b een  s i t t i n g  on h er  egg  i o r  2 -6  days w ith o u t  
l e a v i n g  o n c e  f o r  a b i t e  t o  e a t .  M ea n w h ile , Long John was f a r  ou t a t 
s e a  e i t h e r  a lo n e  o r  w ith  a few  o t h e r  p e t r e l s ,  s t u f f i n g  h im s e l f  in  p r e p a r a ­
t i o n  f o r  h i s  lo n g  f a s t .  T h is  c y c l e  g o e s  on f o r  a b ou t 6 w eeks w h i le  th e  
eg g  h a t c h e s .  Then th e  p a r e n ts  w i l l  le a v e  th e  c h ic k  in  th e  bu rrow  and fe e d  
i t  e a ch  n ig h t  w ith  r e d d i s h ,  o i l y ,  m asses o f  r e g u r g i t a t e d  f i s h e s  and p la n k ­
t o n i c  c r u s t a c e a n s  w h ich  th e  p e t r e l s  p i c k  up from  th e  o ce a n  s w e l l s .

W h ile  in  f l i g h t ,  L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls  a p p ea r lo n g e r  and s lim m er th an  
W i l s o n 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls  ( O c e a n ite s  o c e a n i c u s ) due t o  t h e i r  l o n g e r  t a i l s  and 
w in g s .  T h e ir  f l i g h t  i s  a l s o  d i s t i n c t i v e - -  v e r y  s im i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  a 
n ig h th a w k . I t  i s  b u o y a n t and i r r e g u l a r  w ith  v e r y  deep  w in g b e a t s .  They 
r a r e l y  p a t t e r  a lo n g  th e  s u r fa c e  o f  th e  w a te r  w h i le  th e y  fe e d  a s W ils o n ’ s 
S t o r m -P e t r e ls  d o , b u t r a t h e r ,  th e y  a l i g h t  m o m e n ta r ily  t o  p ic k  i n d iv id u a l  
c r u s t a c e a n s  from  th e  w a te r  s u r f a c e .  T h is  ty p e  o f  f e e d in g  b e h a v io r  s e v e r ly  
l i m i t s  th e  amount o f  f o o d  a p e t r e l  can  g e t .  Each m o r s e l o f  fo o d  r e q u ir e s  
a s e p a r a t e  a c t i o n  t o  c a p t u r e  i t  and o n ly  th e  f o o d  w it h in  1 o r  2 cm o f  th e  
s u r f a c e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  th e  b i r d s .  B eca u se  o f  t h i s  l i m i t a t i o n  in  f e e d in g  
e f f i c i e n c y ,  th e  p e t r e l s  can  r a i s e  o n ly  one you ng ea ch  summer. E xp erim en ts  
h ave shown t h a t  th e y  s im p ly  ca n n o t r a i s e  tw o . M ight t h i s  p rob lem  be r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e i r  d e la y e d  m a t u r i t y ?  Does a l l  th e  p r e b r e e d in g  c o u r t s h ip  a c t i v i t y ,  
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  f e e d i n g ,  and n a v ig a t in g  e x p e r ie n c e  a l lo w  th e  p e t r e l s  as 
i n d i v i d u a l s  and as p a i r s  t o  f o r a g e  e f f i c i e n t l y  enough t o  f e e d  t h e i r  you ng?

A l o t  o f  work g o e s  i n t o  th e  c a r e  o f  t h i s  one y o u n g . I t  ta k e s  8 -1 0  more 
w eeks o f  c a r e  t o  r a i s e  i t  even  a f t e r  th e  6 w eeks o f  in c u b a t i o n .  T h is  
i s  am azing b e c a u s e  w h i le  th e  R o b in , a b i r d  a b ou t th e  same s i z e ,  can  r e a r  
a b r o o d  o f  3 -5  you ng  2 o r  3 t im e s  each  summer, th e  L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e l  
t a k e s  15 w eeks t o  r a i s e  one you n g ! D uring  t h i s  t im e ,  th e  c h ic k  ch a n ges  
from  a s o f t ,  c u d d ly  g r a y  b a l l  o f  p e e p in g  f l u f f  w ith  t i n y  w h ite  l e g s  and 
b e a d y  b la c k  e y e s  t o  a f u l l - g r o w n ,  f a t  and f l a b b y ,  f u l l y -w in g e d  f l e d g l i n g  
som etim es  w e ig h in g  a lm o s t  as much as b o th  p a r e n ts  p u t t o g e t h e r .  U n t i l  t h i s  
t im e  i t  has n e v e r  l e f t  i t s  b u rro w . But a f t e r  th e  c h ic k  has l o s t  w e ig h t 
f o r  s e v e r a l  c o n s e c u t iv e  d a y s , th e  p a r e n ts  d e s e r t  i t .  In th e  n e x t  few  
n ig h t s  i t  l e a v e s  th e  b u rrow  t e m p o r a r i ly  to* e x e r c i s e  i t s  w in g s . W ith in  
a week i t  l e a v e s  th e  bu rrow  f o r  g o o d ,  d r iv e n  by h u n g e r .

MIGRATION:

By S e p te m b e r , m ig r a t io n  has b eg u n . L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls  m ig r a te  th ro u g h  
M a s s a c h u s e t ts  from  e a r l y  S ep tem ber t o  m id-N ovem ber and can be seen  e s p ­
e c i a l l y  a f t e r  s to r m s . F i r s t  E n cou n ter  B each  in  Eastham i s  a g o o d  p la c e  
t o  l o o k  f o r  them  a f t e r  a NW wind f o l l o w i n g  a N o r 'e a s t e r .  L e a c h 's  S torm - 
P e t r e l s  do n o t  n o r m a lly  f o l l o w  b o a t s  b u t can o c c a s i o n a l l y  be  b a i t e d  t o  them 
b y  th r o w in g  b i t s  o f  f i s h  l i v e r  o v e r b o a r d .  T h ere  a re  a few  r e c o r d s  o f  
L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls  in  D ecem ber, p r o b a b ly  from  l a t e  em ergen ces  o f  young 
in  th e  b r e e d in g  c o l o n i e s .  S p r in g  m ig r a t io n  in  th e  A t l a n t i c  i s  m a in ly  in  
A p r i l  and e a r l y  May, b u t th e y  may c o n t in u e  t o  come a s h o r e  u n t i l  much l a t e r .

DISTRIBUTION:

The L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e l  i s  th e  o n ly  b r e e d in g  s t o r m - p e t r e l  o f  th e  A m erican  
N orth  A t l a n t i c .  I t  b r e e d s  on b a re  and s p r u c e - c la d  i s la n d s  o f  b o th  th e  
e a s t e r n  and w e s te rn  A t l a n t i c .  I t  i s  a l s o  a common b r e e d e r  in  th e  N orth  
P a c i f i c  w here i t  b r e e d s  as f a r  s o u th  as B a ja  C a l i f o r n i a  and S ou th ern
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J a p a n . In  th e  n o r th w e s te r n  A t l a n t i c ,  th e  p e t r e l  c a p i t a l  i s  N ew fou n d la n d , 
w here h u n d red s o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  p e t r e l s  h ave been  known t o  b r e e d  on a s i n g l e  
s m a ll i s l a n d ,  r i d d l i n g  th e  grou n d  w ith  t h e i r  b u r ro w s .

In  w in t e r ,  L e a c h 's  S t o r m -P e t r e ls  ra n g e  f a r  and w id e  in  th e  A t l a n t i c  and 
P a c i f i c  O ce a n s , n o t  g a t h e r in g  in  f l o c k s ,  b u t g o in g  w here th e y  can  f i n d  
f o o d .  B e in g  s m a l l ,  s o l i t a r y ,  and in c o n s p ic u o u s  b i r d s ,  t h e y  a re  r a r e l y  
r e p o r t e d  by  m a r in e rs  and t h e i r  w in t e r  ra n g e  i s  u n c e r t a in .

The s o u th e r n  m ost n e s t in g  c o lo n y  in  th e  n o r th w e s te r n  A t l a n t i c  
I s la n d  o f f  th e  c o a s t  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t ts ,  w here a few  p a i r s  s t i l l  
Many o f  th e  fo rm e r  n e s t in g  c o l o n i e s ,  h o w e v e r , h ave been  w ip ed  
p r e d a t io n  by  c a t s ,  d o g s ,  r a t s ,  and o t h e r  la n d  mammals in t r o d u c  
i s la n d s  by  man.

EVERYTHING a b ou t p e t r e l s  i s  f a s c i n a t i n g :  t h e i r  l o n g e v i t y ,  t h e i r  lon g^
in c u b a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  t h e i r  f a s t i n g  a b i l i t y ,  t h e i r  d e la y e d  m a t u r i t y ,  t h e i r  
e x t r a o r d in a r y  pow ers  o f  n a v ig a t i o n ,  and even  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  o d o r !  V i s i t  
any a c t i v e  p e t r e l  c o lo n y  a t n ig h t  and w ith o u t  a d ou b t you  w i l l  come away 
c a p t iv a t e d  by  th e  m y ste ry  o f  th e  s t o r m - p e t r e l .

i s  P e n ik e s e  
b r e e d . 

ou t from  
ed t o  v a r io u s

Drawing by Diane R ockcastle, Cornell U niversity
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RECENT CHANGES IN THE RANGE AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF CORY'S SHEARWATER IN NORTH AMERICAN WATERS

by Richard R. V e it , Tuckernuck

C ory's Shearwater (Puffirms diomedea) is  a species o f  P a lea rct ic  breeding d is tr ib u t io n , 
nesting on the Azores, the Canary and the Madeira Islands in  the eastern A tla n tic  Ocean, 
as w e ll as on severa l islands in  the Mediterranean Sea during the summer months. Fol­
lowing the breeding season, the b irds migrate westward across the A tla n tic  to  North 
American w aters, returning to  the eastern A tla n tic  by early  w inter (December-January). 
In dividuals occurring in  the western A tla n tic  in May-July are apparently non-breeders.
At a l l  seasons, th is  species shows a c lose  a f f in it y  fo r  warmer, shallower waters than 
the Greater (P. g ra v is ) or the Sooty (P. g r is e u s ) Shearwaters, these species being found 
prim arily  in  the co ld er waters o f  the high la titu d es  at a l l  seasons.

C ory's is  the la rg est A tla n tic  shearwater, d istingu ishable  from the Greater by the deep 
yellow  b i l l ,  e n tire ly  white underparts and p a rt icu la r ly  by the warm gray-brown sides o f  
the head, which g ive i t  at times a d is t in c t ly  hooded appearance. The f l ig h t ,  which is  
s tr ik in g ly  s im ilar to  that o f  the Northern Gannet (Morus bassanus) , is  quite d iffe re n t 
from that o f  the Greater, being genera lly  h eav ier, with lo o s e r , slower wingbeats. The 
Greater, on the other hand, has a thinner black  b i l l ,  variab le  b lack  smudges on the 
b e l ly  and a sharply defined black ish  cap. I ts  wingbeats are s t i f f e r  and more ra p id , and 
the f l ig h t  feathers from above are considerably darker in  co lora tion  than the r e s t_ o f  the 
wing, g iv ing  the wing a two-toned appearance. A ll  o f  these d ifferen ces  can be obscured 
at great d is ta n ces , and caution should be employed in  distingu ish ing these two sp e c ie s , 
e s p e c ia lly  in  view o f  the fo llow in g  inform ation.

The in d ica tion  from the m ajority o f  the modern f i e ld  gu ides, as w ell as from many region ­
a l works, is  that Cory's Shearwater is  e s se n t ia lly  a species which occurs as a f a l l  mi­
grant o f f  the northeastern coast o f  the United S ta tes , with maximum numbers occurring 
between Cape Cod and eastern Long Island , with scattered  records north to  the Grand Banks 
o f f  Newfoundland. Dates o f  occurrence, fo r  the most p a rt , l i e  between mid-August and 
October. L oca lly , the species was, p r io r  to  19T1» a common to  abundant f a l l  migrant from 
Cape Cod Bay to  the Nantucket Shoals.

In recent years , three d is t in c t  changes in  the range and d is tr ib u tion  o f  the species seem 
to  have occurred:

1) During the la s t  four y e a rs , the species has markedly decreased in abundance on the 
shoal waters o f f  southeastern Massachusetts, where i t  was previoualy abundant.

2) Cory's Shearwater occurs commonly o f f  the en tire  coast o f  the United States from 
Massachusetts t o  F lorida  with the region  o f  maximum abundance not c le a r ly  defin ed , but 
c le a r ly  not ly in g  in  New England, as previously  be lieved .

3) Cory's Shearwater occurs with great frequency and in  large numbers o f f  our coast 
in  la te  May and June as w e ll as during the la t t e r  months o f  the summer. During the 
sp rin g , i t  has been noted in  la rgest concentrations from New Jersey to  Cape Hatteras.

*DATA

The accompanying ta b le  i l lu s tr a t e s  the d ec lin e  o f  Cory's Shearwater w ithin Massachusetts 
waters (Cape Cod Bay to  the Nantucket Shoals) during recent years. Total numbers fo r  
each month are noted by year. The word "few" re fe rs  to  sca ttered  records o f  le ss  than 
f iv e  indiv iduals reported.

June July August Sept. Oct. Nov.

19T0 0 0 0 1050 2200 few

1971 0 2 0 20 28 few

1972 0 0 30+ 10 0- few 0

1973 7 0 3b+ 65- 0 0

1971* 0 0 0 36+ 1 0

1975 2 CD 0 + 1 6+ 23+ 1*7- 0
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As can be seen from the ta b le , the major decline occurred fo llow ing  the summer o f  1970. 
Since then, the species has never regained i t s  former numbers o f f  Massachusetts. The 
to ta ls  from 1970 are representative o f  ty p ica l counts fo r  the species fo r  the years p r io r  
to  that year. In add ition , there are an increasing number o f  spring and early  summer 
records in  the la s t  four years.

I f  we look at the s itu a tion  further to  the south o f  Massachusetts, we see that i t  is  very 
d iffe re n t . For in stance, in  F lo r id a , where Cory's Shearwater was f i r s t  recorded in 1966, 
i t  is  now considered abundant, and quite p oss ib ly  the most common shearwater species to 
occur there during the summer months.

I t  is  a lso  now occurring in  abundance o f f  o f  North Carolina and Maryland. Note that the 
shallow , sandy waters o f  Cape H atteras, N .C ., con stitu te  a habitat sim ilar to  the shoals 
o f  southeastern New England, the region where the species was form erly so abundant. The 
fo llow ing  ta b le  summarizes the recent records south o f  New Jersey:

May June July_____  August Sept. Oct.________ Nov.

1972 0 " 3(Md! ) 3(Md.) 185(Md.) 2 7 (F la .) 
?fMd. 1

0 0

1973 2(H .C .) 10(N .C .) 3(N .C .) 5 00 (F la .) 0 0 0

191b 0 200(Md.) 1*9(F la . ) 
92(tJ.C.)

2 2 (F la .) 
56(n . c . )

0 27(F la .) 3 0 0 (F la .)

1975 0 1*0 (Md. ) 5 2 (F la .)
DATA NOC YET AVAIJ ABLE

To the above in form ation , i t  should De added that on May 31-June 1 , 19TO, a to t a l  o f  
1+000+ p f these b irds were id e n t i f ie d  in  a tremendous f l ig h t  o f  p e la g ic  species passing 
Cape H atteras, N .C ., fo llow ing  an extended period  o f  e s s te r ly  winds. I t  is  anyone's 
specu lation  as to  why such a large number o f  non-breeding indiv iduals were present on 
th is  side o f  the A tla n tic  at th is  season. I f  th is  were a ty p ica l t r a i t  o f  immature 
b ird s , why don 't any comparable records e x is t  fo r  continental North America?

CONCLUSIONS

From the above inform ation i t  can be hypothesized that large numbers o f  non-breeding 
Coxy's Shearwaters cross the A tla n tic  in  la te  May to  feed  on the l i t t o r a l  waters between 
F lorida  and New Jersey , and more rare ly  north to  Massachusetts. These b irds  are jo in ed  
in  August by the remainder o f  the population (comprised o f  the post-breeding b ir d s ) , 
the whole group then remaining u n til early  November.

In Massachusetts, the above mentioned s itu a tion  is  e sse n t ia lly  echoed in  sm aller numbers. 
In our waters, i t  is  g rea tly  outnumbered at a l l  season by the Greater Shearwater. Only 
ca re fu l future observations can lead to  the ascertain ing o f  the true p ictu re  o f  the 
sp e c ie s ' current d is tr ib u tio n .

*A11 data was taken from American Birds (V ols. 25-30) and Bird Observer o f  Eastern 
Massachusetts (V ols. 1 -3 ).
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Upcoming p e la g ic  t r i p s : 

Sunday* September 26 P ollock  Rip BBC

For reservations send non-refundable deposit (by check) o f  $7*00 to  lea d er, Mr. 
Herman D’ Entremont, P. 0 . Box 507, Newton Centre, Massachusetts 02159-

Sunday, September 26 J e ffr ie s  Ledge ASNI

Sunday, October 10 Star Island ASNI

NEW HAMPSHIRE AUDUBON SOCIETY w i l l  require an advance payment, non-refundable, ^un­
le ss  t r ip  is  can celled  due to  weather, e t c .  For more d e ta ils  con tact: Audubon Society
o f  New Hampshire, 3 S ilk  Farm Road, Concord, New Hampshire 03301.

Saturday, October 30 Provincetown

For reservations send non-refundable deposit o f  $6.00 to  lea d er, Mr. Herman D’ Entre­
mont, P. 0. Box 507, Newton Centre, Massachusetts 02159- Rain date , Sunday, October 31•

FOR SALE

Island  cottage— $U0,000. Only ^0 minutes 
south o f  Boston, amid marshes, r ivers  and 
the ocean. Island has 22 a cres , with 13 
cottages on one h a lf  and with the other 
h a lf  w ild . Auto access by causeway; deep 
water mooring included. Cottage needs 
work. Herons and hawks in  summer, seals 
in  w in ter. A lso ren ta l p o s s ib i l i t ie s  fo r  
other cottages. C all 729-0072 weekends 
or 8-10 P.M.

been here in  i t s  n est, the fulmar at a l l  times except fo r  the breed­
in g  and nesting  p er iod , is  a b ird  o f  the open ocean. The fulmar is  
one o f  the /ew  p e tre ls  that fo llow s sh ip s , getting  a l i f t  from the 
stern  updraft. A v a r ie ty  o f  unusual and in teres tin g  birds play 
major ro le s  in  G lin Sewall P e t t in g i l l 's  b ea u tifu l Audubon film  on 
the w ild l i fe  o f  Ice lan d , "Sea Ice  and F ire ".

Northern Fulmar, photograph from Massachusetts Audubon S ociety
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COX'S LEDGE FROM GALILEE, RHODE ISLAND 

BY BOB BUSHNELL, NORTH PROVIDENCE, R . I .

C o x 's  L ed ge i s  an o ce a n  s h o a l  a p p r o x im a t e ly  t h i r t y  m i le s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  
P o in t  J u a i t h ,  R hode I s l a n d .  I t  had b een  h ir d e d  o n ly  in f r e q u e n t l y  u n t i l  
1 9 T1*, when i n t e r e s t  s u d d e n ly  b lo s s o m e d  as k n ow led g e  o f  th e  b i r d i n g  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  becam e m ore w id e ly  known. S in c e  th e n  t h e r e  h ave  b een  m ore 
th a n  s e v e n t y  t r i p s  t o  th e  L e d g e . T h ese  t r i p s  em anate from  e i t h e r  
G a l i l e e ,  R . I . ,  o r  M ontauk , N .Y .,  O nly th e  Rhode I s la n d  e x c u r s io n s  a re  
in c lu d e d  in  th e  d a ta  c o m p ile d  f o r  t h i s  a r t i c l e .

A l a r g e  num ber o f  th e  e a s t - c o a s t  p e l a g i c  s p e c i e s  can  b e  seen  on a f a i r l y  
r e g u la r  b a s i s  on t h e s e  t r i p s .  I n c lu d e d  a r e :  C o r y 's  and G r e a te r  S h ea r­
w a te r s  ( s e e n  c o n s i s t e n t l y  from  th e . f i r s t  o f  June th ro u g h  S e p te m b e r ),
S o o t y  S h e a rw a te r  (Ju n e th ro u g h  A u g u s t ) ,  Manx S h ea rw a ter  ( i r r e g u l a r l y ;  
i n  J u n e ) ,  N o rth e rn  Fulm ar ( e a r l y  June and e a r l y  O c t o b e r ) ,  W i l s o n 's  S torm - 
P e t r e l  ( i n  g o o d  num bers th r o u g h o u t  th e  sum m er), N o rth e rn  Gannet ( e a r l y  
June and O c t o b e r ) ,  N o rth e rn  and Red P h a la r o p e s  ( l a t e  A u gust th ro u g h  
O c t o b e r ) ,  P om arine  and P a r a s i t i c  J a e g e r s  ( i n  s m a ll num bers from  May 
th r o u g h  O c t o b e r ) ,  L o n g - t a i l e d  J a e g e r  (uncommon in  e a r ly  June and a g a in  
in  S e p te m b e r ) ,  and B la c k - le g g e d  K it t iw a k e s  ( fr o m  l a t e  S ep tem ber o n ) .  
S ig h t i n g s  o f  Skuas a re  in f r e q u e n t  b u t f a l l  m o s t ly  in  th e  f i r s t  two w eeks 
o f  J u n e . O th er s p e c i e s  w h ich  h ave b een  s ig h t e d  in c lu d e  A r t i e  Loon in  
b r e e d in g  p lum age ( o f f  P t . J u d i t h ) ,  S a b in e 's  G u l l ,  and ( i n  l a t e  f a l l )  b o th  
D o v e k ie  and R a z o r b i l l .

An u n u su a l a s p e c t  o f  C o x 's  Ledge t r i p s  in  th e  f a l l  i s  th e  abundance and 
v a r i e t y  o f  l a n d - b i r d s .  At l e a s t  tw e n ty  s p e c i e s  have b e e n  o b s e r v e d ,  
in c l u d i n g  C o n n e c t ic u t  W a r b le r . The r i g h t  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  l a n d -b i r d in g  at 
s e a  a re  n o r th w e s t  w in d s  on c l e a r i n g  s k ie s  and o c c u r in g  from  l a t e  A ugust 
th r o u g h  O c t o b e r .  The b i r d s  a re  b low n  o u t t o  s e a  and a re  th u s  u s u a l ly  
se e n  in  s t a t e  o f  e x h a u s t io n .  They som etim es la n d  on th e  b o a t ,  where 
t h e y  can  b e  r e a d i l y  p ic k e d  up and ex a m in ed .

D u rin g  th e  warm er m o n th s , t r i p s  t o  C o x 's  Ledge a re  made d a i l y  from  
G a l i l e e ,  R . I .  To g e t  t o  G a l i l e e ,  ta k e  I n t e r s t a t e  R ou te  95 s o u th  from  
P r o v id e n c e  t o  R ou te  4 . R ou te  4 m erges  i n t o  R ou te  1 s o u t h . P r o c e e d  on 
R ou te  1 u n t i l  you  s e e  th e  e x i t  f o r  R ou te  108 t o  P o in t  J u d it h .  S ta y  on 
R o u te  108  f o r  a p p r o x im a t e ly  f i v e  m i l e s ,  w here you  w i l l  s e e  a s ig n  f o r  
G a l i l e e  and th e  B lo c k  I s la n d  B o a t . T h is  i s  G a l i l e e  R oad . Go a b ou t one 
m i le  w est t o  th e  end o f  th e  G a l i l e e  R oa d ; t h e r e ,  tu r n  r i g h t  and th e n  ta k e  
an im m ed iate  l e f t  t o  th e  d ock s  u se d  b y  th e  c h a r t e r  f i s h i n g  b o a t s .

The b e s t  b o a t  f o r  o b s e r v in g  b i r d s  i s  th e  N a u tica n  I I .  T h is  c r a f t  i s  106 
f e e t  l o n g ,  and y ou  can  b i r d  from  a to p  th e  c a b in  f o r  b e t t e r  v ie w in g .  The 
b o a t  i s  owned and o p e r a t e d  b y  C a p t. Lou O 'D o n n e ll  o f  2 S h ore  R oad , 
N a r r a g a n s e t t , R . I .  H is t e le p h o n e  number i s  ( U 01 ) 789 - 6 993 . He ru n s th e  
Naut i c a n  I I  d a i l y  from  May 1 t o  th e  end o f  O c t o b e r .  I f  th e  f i s h i n g  has 
b een  p o o r  a t t h e  L e d g e , h o w e v e r , th e  C a p ta in  may go o n ly  t o  th e  f i s h i n g  
g ro u n d s  o f f  B lo c k  I s l a n d ,  w here th e  b i r d i n g  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be  l e s s  v a r ie d  
th an  i t  i s  f a r t h e r  a t  s e a .  F or t h i s  r e a s o n ,  i t  m igh t be w is e  t o  c a l l  in  
a d v a n ce  t o  b e  su re  o f  th e  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  d a y . The b o a t  
l e a v e s  th e  d o ck  a t  6 :0 0  A.M. and r e a c h e s  th e  Ledge in  a b ou t tw o h o u r s . 
R e tu rn  t o  th e  d ock  i s  a t a b ou t 4 :0 0  P.M . Upon b o a r d in g  th e  b o a t ,  be  su re  
t o  in fo r m  th e  crew  t h a t  you  a r e  a b i r d e r ,  w hereupon  you  w i l l  be  d i r e c t e d  
t o  t h e  c a b in  r o o f — w here you  w i l l  h ave th e  b e s t  v a n ta g e  p o in t  and a ls o  
b e  o u t  o f  th e  way o f  th e  f is h e r m e n . A n oth er  r e a s o n  f o r  m aking y ou r  e rra n d  
known i s  t h a t  th e  f e e  f o r  b i r d e r s  i s  r e d u c e d  from  th a t  o f  f is h e r m e n ; l a s t  
y e a r 's  f e e  p e r  b i r d e r  was $ 8 .0 0 .  A l s o ,  th e  crew  has becom e f a m i l i a r  
w ith  some o f  th e  s p e c i e s  w h ich  a re  a c t i v e l y  s o u g h t ,  and th e y  can  o f t e n  
t e l l  you  what i n t e r e s t i n g  s p e c i e s  have b een  seen  d u r in g  th e  p r e c e d in g  
s e v e r a l  d a y s .

L ig h t  r e fr e s h m e n t s  a re  a v a i l a b l e  in  th e  g a l l e y .  Im p o r ta n t : b r in g  a h at
and s u n g la s s e s ;  even  on days when th e  p re -d aw n  i s  f o g g y  m  p o r t ,  th e  sky 
can  be  v e r y  b r i g h t  b y  n oon tim e  o v e r  C o x 's  L ed g e .
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SURVIVAL TIPS FOR BIRDERS AT SEA

by Paula B u tler, Belmont

CLOTHING

The "layered  look " may be fash ionable in  Vogue, but i t  i s  e ssen tia l fo r  the com fort o f  
the b ird er  at sea. I t  may be a h o t, calm, August day in  Rockport Harbor, but a few miles 
ou t, a co ld  wind can p ick  up and the water can get choppy. Long pants, rubber soled  
shoes are b a s ic . A lig h t  s h ir t , l ig h t  sweater, heavy sweater, windbreaker, w aterproof 
ja ck et and p oss ib ly  a hat should be taken along. B etter to  look  lik e  an overstu ffed  
penguin than spend your day sh ivering . And speaking o f  sh iv erin g , in  w inter months add 
"long Johns", heavy b o o ts , wool sock s, water and wind p roo f g lo v e s , a warm hat and water­
p roof pants and ja ck e t . Face masks are a p r a c t ia l item , a lso . D on't forget lo t io n  fo r  
sun and wind burn and a box o f  tissu es  e ith e r !

MAL DE MER

So you never get seasick? Such boasts are f o o l  har^y. Several b irders I know can t e s t i ­
fy  to  th at. Dramamine before  s a ilin g  can save you many hours at the r a i l  and spare 
others from a sim ilar fa te . Mai de mer can be qu ite  contagious!

FOOD

Most b irders I  know eat constantly while p ra ctic in g  th e ir  c r a f t .  Korn K urls, ch ips, 
Crunchies, donuts, candy bars and too  much co ffe e  are not good stomach s ta b il iz e r s .
Meat and cheese sandwishes tra v e l w e ll. So do app les, pears, grapes, p ic k le s , hard- 
b o ile d  eggs, Cheddar cheese, ce lery  and carrot s t ic k s . Hot soup or b ou llion  maxes a 
refresh in g substitu te  fo r  c o f fe e . From experience, the poorest choice o f  sandwich is  
egg salad on s o ft  white bread. With a l l  the gear that is  ca rried  and the lack  o f  s to r ­
age and seating space in  the cabin , salad sandwiches fa re  badly and are most unappetiz­
ing a fte r  being sat upon. A lso , i t  is  a good idea  to  take a l i t t l e  extra lunch as 
someone usually forgets  h is /h e r  lunch.

LET 'S GO TO SEA

BY HERMAN D'ENTREMONT, NEWTON CENTER

One o f  th e  t h in g s  I  l i k e  a b ou t l i v i n g  in  e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u se tts  i s  th e  
p r o x im it y  o f  th e  s e a .  Each y e a r  we e n jo y  a m i g r a t io n a l  p a ra d e  o f  
s h o r e b i r d s ,  s e a  du ck s and p e l a g i c s ,  w h ich  r o u g h ly  e x te n d s  from  May 
th ro u g h  N ovem ber. P erh ap s on e o f  th e  r e a l  h i g h l i g h t s  com es w ith  a 
N o r 'e a s t e r  in  S e p te m b e r . When p e l a g i c  b i r d s  a re  b low n  tow a rd  s h o r e ,  one 
can  c o n ju r e  up v i s i o n s  o f  th e  r a r i t i e s  b eyon d  v i s i b i l i t y !  A re th e  
b i r d s  o n ly  t h e r e  d u r in g  s to rm s ?  The answ er i s  n o . To se e  them , 
h o w e v e r , th e  b e s t  a p p ro a ch  i s  t o  ta k e  t o  th e  se a  in  s h ip s .

A ppended i s  a t a b l e  o f  p e l a g i c  b i r d s  seen  on s e a  t r i p s  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  
t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  in  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  and a d ja c e n t  New H am pshire w a te r s .  
W h ile  b y  no means a c o m p le te  l i s t  o f  b o a t  t r i p s  o r  s p e c i e s  o b s e r v e d ,  
i t  d o e s  p r o v id e  a g ood  v a r i e t y  o f  p e l a g i c  b i r d  r e c o r d s .  Wo why n ot 
j o i n  th e  B r o o k l in e  B ir d  C lub on one o f  i t s  s e a  t r i p s ?  Not o n ly  can  you  
se e  p e l a g i c  b i r d s  t o  b e s t  a d v a n ta g e , b u t a l s o  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  
o f  o b s e r v in g  w h a le s ,  d o lp h in s  and o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  m arin e  s p e c i e s .

The in fo r m a t io n  f o r  th e  c h a r t  was g a th e r e d  from  th e  d a ta  o f  th e  B ro o k ­
l i n e  B ird  C lu b , th e  l a t e  L udlow  G r is co m , th e  Audubon S o c i e t y  o f  New 
H am pshire and th e  M a s s a c h u se tts  Audubon S o c i e t y .  S p e c ia l  th an k s go to  
M rs. R ic h a r d  B a r n e t t ,  BBC s t a t i s t i c i a n ;  th e  P ea b od y  Museum o f  Salem  f o r  
a c c e s s  t o  Ludlow  G r is c o m 's  r e c o r d s ;  and B e t ty  P h in n ey  f o r  a c c e s s  t o  New 
H am pshire Audubon r e c o r d s .  M a s s a c h u se tts  Audubon S o c i e t y  r e c o r d s  w ere 
ta k e n  from  th e  R e co rd s  o f  New E ngland B i r d s .
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Ĉ
-0 oo ©o

nD o- 0 
-0 p £

a
r

<*r5 o K. £  > c~ r> £ e2c* *
o- c- ooo n6 Iq 3; '£ (% 3 00 r%rfi N. SE £  « N

nS>
ns N t'

*1 7i

8
00
o

O'
o

oo Oo 
O O

oo
o

CO
O s 6 ?o o Q O "0~ r> Q, s  s

1
a. (
i 1 3*fO /*+ 1 5 5 loS iao 4 a ao <o 10 75

a a to / (0 <o
a a 1

HO >09 850 R3S aso 3oo 475 3 1 lb  0 a s
a

5oo i oo

// a 1 5oc a 4 ao a iOoo s a

3 1 5 A 8
ia<j /0C0 3a 80 3 iao 40 R35 13 ( s o 1 15

/
a

1
1
1

1
1 a

I i

R

I A a  7
I

c c C c H R 8. 0 R 6 R P R. p 8 p R
* <-Gr t~G* UCx i-Gr MAS EEC 6Rc 36C BBC sec aec Cnfi6 aac MAS m e m BBc

■*S £ 0̂ t> ff <N *!>(N As. OoO
7=-

o*NO o<N
CN a a -5.~N- Ĉ Oo o 'N K
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THE BIRD OBSERVER SUMMARY FOR MARGH, 1976

The month o f  March brought much d e lig h tfu l weather, very mild and sunny and excep tion a lly  
dry. The temperature averaged 41.1 degrees, 3 .0  degrees above normal, though no records 
were broken. This was the warmest March since 1973 (43.3  deg rees ), and i t  was the 
sixteenth  warmest March in  106 years o f  o f f i c i a l  record . The high mark was 72 degrees on 
March 20th. The average d a ily  maximum was 49.4 degrees and the average minimum 32.8 
degrees. The lowest reading was 18 degrees on the 18th. P rec ip ita tion  to ta lle d  2.42 
inches, 1.59 inches under normal. This was the d r ie s t  month since Ju ly , 1975 (2.36 
in ch es). R a in fa ll came with normal frequency, but amounts were mostly sm all. The 
heaviest was 0.66 inches on the 16-17th. Snowfall was generous, to ta llin g  10.8 inches,
2.8 inches over the 41-year average and the most since 1972 (12 .1  in ch es). No major 
snowstorm occurred, the la rgest being 4 .5  inches on the 16-17th in Boston. Thunder was 
heard on the 13th, and some suburban areas had considerable h a il with a few stones up to 
3/4 inch diam eter. Wind averaged near normal fo r  March at 14 m .p.h. The fa s te s t  was 42 
m .p.h. from the northwest on the 21st. Local severe damaging winds in  some suburban 
areas in  the la te  afternoon o f  the 21st raised the p o s s ib i l i t ie s  o f  small tw isters .

March b ird ing is  generally  unexciting , but with the returning b lackbirds spring fever 
among b irders begins. Bluebirds were reported in many l o c a l i t i e s  th is  month g iv ing  some 
promise, e sp e c ia lly  the 14 seen in  Sharon. Tree Swallows made a general a r r iv a l at the 
end o f  the month, and a Barn Swallow was observed in Concord at the Great Meadows 
National W ild life  Refuge. Eastern Phoebes arrived e a r lie r  th is  year on the 20th, and the 
f i r s t  migrant American Robins were reported a lso  on the 20th.

From March 2nd through March 3rd aboard the West German research vesse l Anton Dohrn, 
Trevor Lloyd-Evans made a seven-day survey fo r  Manomet Bird Observatory on G eorge's Bank. 
The to t a ls  represent those b irds seen during approximately 5 -1 /2  hours o f  observation  
from dawn to dusk each day and are minimum fig u re s . Note e sp e c ia lly  the number fo r  
Northern Fulmar, and the Greater Shearwater.

Brant continued in large numbers at Squantum, and Snow Geese were reported from four 
l o c a l i t i e s .  Gadwalls continue to increase throughout eastern Massachusetts, and Wood 
Ducks were nesting by midmonth. Harlequin Ducks were found on Martha's Vineyard and on 
North Beach, Chatham.

Turkey Vultures were reported from fiv e  l o c a l i t i e s ,  and _10 Red-shouldered Hawks were 
observed in Provincetown! Bald Eagles were reported from f iv e  l o c a l i t i e s ,  and a white 
Gyrfalcon was seen o f f  and on in Essex and Ipswich.

Included among the twelve species o f  shorebirds reported was a Lesser Yellow legs at 
Truro. Over 100 Iceland Gulls were noted from the Salisbury-Plum Island area and over 
60 on Cape Ann. The Ivory Gull was la s t seen on March 5th.

A Y e llow -b e llied  Sapsucker spent the month at Nahant, and a Gray Jay v is ite d  Athol on the 
14th and 15th. Boreal Chickadees continued at the Arnold Arboretum, and a Bohemian 
Waxwing was reported in a f lo c k  o f over 100 Cedar Waxwings at Wayland. Other in terestin g  
reports included a Yellow-headed B lackbird , 2 adult Brewer's B lackbirds, a Black-headed 
Grosbeak, and a Hoary Redpoll v is it e d  a feeder in  Weston.

R.H.S.
Common Loon:

9;6 Gay HeadjMartha's Vineyard 5;15
20 P .I . 12

Red-necked Grebe:
th r .,2 9  Dennis,Manomet 

Horned Grebe:
6 Martha’ s Vineyard
20,27 P .I .

Northern Fulmar:
2-8 G eorge's Bank

Greater Shearwater:
4 G eorge's Bank

Gannet:

50+(M ar.24),6 

65
65,48

511(4% dark)

1

2-8 George’ s Bank 216(9% imms.)
21 Eastham,Gloucester 35,2

Great Cormorant:
6 Woods Hole-Martha's Vineyard 400
7,21 Manchester, Gloucester 35,11

M.Hancock;R.Veit,R.Stymeist 
BBC(I.Giriunas)

B.Nikula, T. Lloyd-Evans

T.L everich ,R . Veit ,R. Stymeist# 
BBC(I.Giriunas),BBC(W.Van Cor)

T.Lloyd-Evans

T.Lloyd-Evans

T. Lloyd-Evans
BBC(P.Aiken) ,T.Atkinson

R .V eit,S .Perkins#
BBC(G.Hotz),T.Atkinson
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D ouble-crested Cormorant:
6 Woods Hole i R.Stym eist,P.Polsheck#

Great Blue Heron:
13.21 Westport,Eastham 3,3 M&A Argue#,BBC(P.Aiken)
24 Bolton 4 C. Chapman

Great Egret;
20-27 Chatham 1-2 C.Goodrich
22-27,24 M arshfield ,Dartmouth 1,1 v.o.,J&G Fernandez

Snowy E gret:
21-23,28 M arshfield ,Scituate 1,4 v . o . ,R.Stymeist
28; 31 Chatham,Ipswich; Squantum 1 ,1 ;3 B.Nikula,BBC(J.Nove);E.Morrier

Black-crowned Night Heron:
12,20 Falmouth, Cohasset 3,1 A.Clarke,W .Petersen
21 Eastham(F.H.) 5 BBC(P.Aiken)

American B ittern :
21,26 Eastham,Topsfield 1,1 BBC(P.Aiken),R.Heil

Canada Goose:
6; 13 Katama(M.V.) ;P .I . 650+;1200 P.Polsheck,R .Stym eist;L .Jodrey#

Brant:
13,28 Squantum,Ipswich 1000,83 E.Morrier,BBC(J.Nove)

Snow Goose:
5,6 Chatham,Salisbury-P. I . 1,4 R.Forster,BBC(G.Soucy)#
13,20 S alisbury ,Essex 5,11 BBC(L.Jodrey),J.Berry
21 Orleans 1 BBC(P.Aiken)

Gadwall:
13,20 P . I . , Ipswich 14,5 prs. R .F orster, J . Berry
25 Concord(GMNWR) 49 H.Payson

P in ta il :
5,9 Concord(GMNWR), Barnstable 20+,52 A. Salzman,R.Pease
20,29 M arshfield , Ipswich 15,12 W.Petersen,R&D Alexander

Green-winged Teal:
20,23 M arshfield , Bridgewater 80,15 W .Petersen,J.Flaherty
26,27 B o lton ,P .I . 23,20 D.Crop»pton,BBC(W.Van Cor)
28,29 M arshfield,Ipsw ich 125,100 W.Petersen,R&D Alexander

Blue-winged Teal:
6,7 Marshfield,Sandwich ( f i r s t s )  2,4 B .L itch fie ld ,R .P ease

American Wigeon:
3,14 E.Falmouth,Marshfield 24,2 A.Clarke,W.Petersen
13,14 Sudbury,Woburn 12,6 R .F orster, BBC(D&A Bandes)

Northern Shoveler:
21,28 P . I . ,M arshfield 1 m.,1 BBC(B.Cassie),W.Petersen
29 P . I . , Barnstable 4,3 m. M. McClellan,R.Pease

Wood Duck:
1,6 L incoln ,H alifax 1,3 W. Harrington,W .Petersen
6 Martha's Vineyard 4 R.Stymeist#
11 Concord(GMNWR),Bridgewater 35,20 H.Payson,L.Resmini
midmontn Easton 8 eggs In box R. Turner

Redhead:
8,29;18 Falmouth; Dartmouth 34,23;1 pr. A.Clarke;R .O ’ Hara

Ring-necked Duck:
14,21 Middleboro 35+,100 W.Petersen
18,27 Wayland, Clinton 120,85 K.Hamilton,H.Merriman
28,31 Sudbury,Weston 42,60 R .Forster,J .H ines & L.Robinson

Canvasback:
6,13 Newburyport 120,175+ BBC(G.Soucy),BBC(L.Jodrey)
13,28 W estport, Newburyport 70,75 M&A Argue,J.Berry
14,28 Falmouth 492+,156 A.Clarke,P.Garrey

Greater Scaup:
6,20 Newburyport 750,1000 BBC(G. Soucy), BBC(I. Giriunas)

Lesser Scaup:
14,21 L akeville 40+.85+ W.Petersen

Common Goldeneye:
6,13 Newburyport 250,100 BBC(G.Soucy),BBC(L.Jodrey)
14,21 L a k ev ille , Newburyport 55,600 BBC(D.Davis),BBC(B.Cassie)
28 Lincoln-Cambridge Reservoir 12 R .Forster

Barrow’ s Goldeneye:
6-28 Newburyport 1-2 ad.m. v .o .
8,14 Plymouth,N.Scituate 1,1 M.McClellan,D.Brown
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B u fflehead :
6,13 Newburyport 75,200 BBC(G. Soucy), BBC(L. Jodrey)
21 Newburyport 120 BBC(B.Cassie)
28 Lincoln-Cambridge Reservoir 5 R. Forster

Oldsquaw:
1 -19 ,6 Westport,Katama(M.V.) 1 f .,450+ R.O'Hara,R.Veit#
13,21 Newburyport 120,100 BBC(L.Jodrey),BBC(G.Soucy)
27 Newburyport 100 BBC(W.Van Cor)

Harlequin Duck:
th r . Chatham(North Beach) max. 5 v .o .
6 Martha's Vineyard 5 R.Stym eist,T.Leverich#

Common E ider:
6 Martha's Vineyard 500+ R .V eit, S.Perkins#
6,13 H ull,Salisbury 200,15 J . Francis, BBC(L.Jodrey)
20,21 P.I.,Eastham 20,67 BBC( I .Giriunas) , BBC(P.Aiken)

Ruddy Duck:
13-14;14 B rookline; Lakeville 1 ,4 ,4 BBC(D.Davis),A.Agush
14,21:21 L akeville  ; Eastham 4,5 ;22 W.Petersen;BBC(P.Aiken)

Hooded Merganser:
1 ,4 ;14 ,2 0 Lincoln,Newburyport;H alifax 6 ,5 ;13 ,20 J.Luck,B.Foley;W .Petersen
20,26 N orw ell,T opsfie ld 12,20 M .L itch fie ld ,R .H eil

Common Merganser:
1 Sherborn & Lincoln 14 6, 4 E.Taylor & J.Luck
6 Lincoln 80+ H.Merriman, L.Robinson
6,10 W.Newbury, L akeville 15-20,15 N.Powell,D .Briggs
14,21 L a k ev ille , Wayland 10,4 BBC(D.Davis),R.Forster
28,30 Lincoln,Bridgewater 14,14+ R .F orster,J .F laherty

Red-breasted 'Merganser:
13,21 W estport, Chatham 82,55 M&A Argue,BBC(P.Aiken)

Turkey V ulture:
7,12 Hardwick,Andover 3,1 G. Soucy#,M.Gardler
23,266,27 Waltham,Provincetown 1,16,5 N .C laflin ,B .N ikula & C.Goodrich
26 Orleans 1 C.Goodrich

Goshawk:
3 ,6 Sudbury,P.I. 1,2 J .Gardner, BBC(G. Soucy)#
13,16 P . I . , Lancaster 1,1 BBC(L.Jodrey),H.Merriman
27 P. I.,M idd leboro 1,1 BBC(W.Van Cor),W .Petersen

Sliarp-shinned Hawk:
4,7 Bedford,New Braintree 1 imm.,1 I.Mansur,D.Crompton
14,15 W eston,W ellesley i , i BBC(J .Murphy), L. Robinson
27 Long Island 1 E.Morrier

Cooper’ s Hawk
19 Andover i M.Gardler

R ed-tailed  Hawk:
thr. 13 lo c a l i t i e s 22 individuals v .o .

Red-shouldered Hawk:
5,20 Bridgewater 2,1 L.Resmini,W.Petersen
76,14,23 Halifax,Taunton 1 p r . ,1 W. Petersen,D .Briggs
23,266,27 N orwell, Provincetown 1,2+10 B .L itch field ,B .N ikula#

Rough-legged Hawk:
8,13 Bridgewater, P. I . 4,3 M.McClellan,BBC(L.Jodrey)
14,24 Bridgewater,M arshfield 4,4 D.Davis#,G.Wilson#

Bald Eagle:
t h r . ,6 P oget, Orleans 1,1 imm. A .C la rk e ,v .o .
13,21 Concord, L akeville 1 imm.,1  imm. A.Merriman,W.Petersen
27 Provincetown 1 imm. C.Goodrich

Marsh Hawk:
thr. 6 lo c a l i t i e s 9 individuals v .o .

Osprey:
20-21,27 P .I . i C.Chapman,BBC(W.Van Cor)
25,27,28 W estport, Provincetown,Orleans 2 ,1 ,1 R.O'Hara,B.Nikula,C.Goodrich

G yrfa lcon :
12-18 Ipswich-Essex 1 (white) G. Hotz, J .Nove, P.Donahue

M erlin:
6,21 Waltham,P.I. i , i J.Luck,M.McClellan
22-27;2 7 P .I . ;W e l l f  le e t 1;1 v.o.;C .G oodrich ,B .N iku la

American K estre l:
28 Ipswich 12 BBC(J.Nove)
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Ruffed Grouse:
20,21 Jamaica P la in ,S . Easton 1,1 BBC(P.Deveau),T.Horwart

V irg in ia  R a il:
27 M arshfield 2 ca llin g W.Petersen

Piping P lover:
16,21 Plymouth Beach 1,3 B.Addelson, B.Harrington
27 S.Dartmouth 4 R.O'Hara

K illd e e r :
20;23,25 Newburyport;Woburn 30;35,38 BBC(I.Giriunas);G.Gove

B lack -bellied Plover:
19 Westport 5 R.O'Hara

Woodcock:
10,29 S. Peabody, Falmouth 7,12 R .H eil,A .C larke

Common Snipe:
10,20 S. Peabody,M arshfield 3,3 R.Heil,W .Petersen
21,24 Concord, Brookline 3,6 R.Forster,A.Agush

Greater Y ellow legs:
25,26 R ow ley,P .I. 2,2 R.Alexander,M.Gardler
27,29 Newburyport,P. I . 2,4 R.Emery#,M.McClellan

Lesser Y ellow legs:
28 Truro 1 B.Nikula

Red Knot:
14 N .Scituate 10 D.Brown#

Purple Sandpiper:
13,25 S alisbury ,Westport 40,15 BBC(G.Soucy),R.O'Hara

Pectoral Sandpiper:
28,29 Squantum,E.Bridgewater 4,2 R. Stym eist, J . Flaherty

Dunlin:
6,14 Barnstable,Hingham 80+,1000+ W. Petersen,C . Clark

Sanderling:
6 Barnstable 500+ W.Petersen

Skua:
6 G eorge's Bank 1 T.Lloyd-Evans

Glaucous Gull
th r . ,2 -6 Sandwich,George' s Bank 1,5 R. Pease,T.Lloyd-Evans
7 Salisbury,Gloucester 1,1 J.Murphy, J.Berry
21,30 G loucester, Boston 2,1 T.Atkinson,R .H eil

Iceland Gull:
thr. Salisbury & P .I . 100+ v. o .
2 -4 ,5 George’ s Bank,Lincoln 12,2 T.Lloyd-Evans,L.Robinson
6 Squibnocket(M.V.) 1 R.Veit & P.Polsheck
25,28 Westport, Cape Ann 1 imm.,60 R. 0 'Hara, J .Murphy

R in g -b illed  Gull:
6 Newburyport 150+ BBC (G. Soucy)

Black-headed Gull:
3,7 Squantum,Hull 22,20+ J.Murphy#, R.Veit
13-27 Newburyport 1-2 v. o .

Bonaparte's Gull:
6,13,21 Newburyport 40,200,90 BBC(G.Soucy,L.Jodrey, B.Cassie)

L it t le  Gull:
13 Newburyport 2 BBC(L.Jodrey)

Ivory Gull:
5 Salisbury 1 M.Gardler

Black-legged Kittiw ake:
3-8 George's Bank 164(41% imm.) T.Lloyd-Evans

R a z o rb ill:
3 G eorge's Bank 1 T.Lloyd-Evans

T h ick -b illed Murre:
th r .,5 Rockport,George' s Bank i,n v . o . ,T .Lloyd-Evans

Black Guillemot:
19,21 Rockport, Gloucester 3,3 V.A lbee,T.Atkinson

Barn Owl:
4 Boston(Long Island) 1 G.Wilson

Screech Owl:
10,19 N orw ell,L anesville 1,1 B .L itch fie ld ,V .A lbee
22,27 Bridgewater,M arshfield 1,1 L.Resmini,E.Pearson
31 Lancaster 1 H.Merriman

Great Horned Owl:
1,20 on Concord,Pembroke 1 p r . ,1  on nest Henselman,W.Petersen
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Snowy Owl:
6-22 P.X. 2-1 v ,o .
7-30,26 Squantum,Saugus 1,1 E »M orrier, S, Zendeh

Long-eared Owl:
14 Bridgewater,Long Island 1,1 BBC CD.Davis),E.Merrier
18,20 M iddleboro, Brewster 1,1 D .Briggs,B.Nikula
30 Long Island 1 R.H eil

Short-eared Owl:
7,9 Bridgewater 4,1 S.Higginbotham//, J .F laherty
12,14 Plymouth, Squantum 1,1 K.Anderson,E.Morrier
26 Squantum, Edgartown(M.V.) 2,1 E.Morrier,M.Hancock

Saw-whet Owl:
23 Boston(Prudential Center!) 1 R.Palmer

Northern F lick er:
4,20 Martha’ s Vineyard,Bridgewater 12,3 R. Stymeist#,W .Petersen
24,28 B rookline,Weston 5,4 A.Agush,L.Robinson

P ileated  Woodpecker:
th r . 8 lo c a l i t i e s 9 individuals V. 0.

Red-headed Woodpecker:
t h r . ,8 G lou cester, Newtonville 1 m. ,1 m. S.Robbins & v .o .//,G oldberg

Y e llow -b e llied  Sapsucker:
thr. Nahant i D.Bangs & v .o .

Eastern Phoebe:
1 Middleboro i D.Briggs
14 Bridgewater,Rockport i , i L .Resmini, V.Albee
20 9 lo c a l i t ie s general a rriva l v .o .

Horned Lark:
14 Ipsw ich, Lancaster 30,7 J.Berry,H.Merriman
14 Bridgewater 25+ D.Davis

Tree Sparrow:
8 ,14&20 Wareham,E.Bridgewater 1 ,2&3 R.Maxim,W.Petersen
20 Concord (GMNWR),P.I. 1,1 H.Payson# ,BBC(I.Giriunas)
21 Woburn,Eastham 2,1 G. Gove, BBC(P.Aiken)
27-28 many lo c a l i t ie s general a rriva l v .o .

Barn Swallow:
29 Concord(GMNWR) 1 B.Evans

Gray Jay:
14-15 Athol 1 C.French

Common Crow:
t h r . ,6 Weston,Martha' s Vineyard 300,75 L.Robinson#,T.Leverich#

Fish Crow:
13,20 Wayland,Hanover 3,2 R.Forster,M&B L itch fie ld

Black-capped Chickadee:
20 Weston,Jamaica P la in (A .A .) 50,100 L.Robinson,BBC(P.Deveau)

Boreal Chickadee:
t h r . ,1-13 Jamaica P la in (A .A .) ,Norwell 2,2 v .o .,J .E n r ig h t & v .o .
13,14 Ipswich, Beverly 1,1 J . Berry, G. Soucy#

W hite-breasted Nuthatch:
24 Boston(Prudential Center) 1 B.Cassie

Red-breasted !Nuthatch:
thr. 12 lo c a l i t ie s 26 individuals v . o .

Brown Creeper
4,16 Lexington,Lancaster 1,5+ P.Fox,H.Merriman
25,27 W inchester, Boxford 1 s in g in g ,6 M.McClellan,A.Salzman#

Winter Wren:
20,21,27 Nahant,Weston,Boxford 1 , 1 , 1 B .Foley,L.Robinson,A.Salzman#

Gray Catbird:
6 Gay Head(M.V.) ,Newburyport 1 , 1 R.LaFontaine#,R.Stymeist#
19,25 Dartmouth, Concord i . i R. 0 'Hara, H.Payson

Brown Thrasher:
21 Eastham 1 BBC(P.Aiken)

American Robin:
20 on f i r s t  migrants in many lo c a l i t ie s v .o .

Eastern B luebird:
15; 22 S .A thol; Plym outh,Littleton 1; 3,1 R.Coyle;M.Moore#,J.Baird
23 ;24 Sharon;Middleboro,Woburn 14;3-5 ,2 D.Clapp; D.Wheeler#, G.Gove
26;27 Rowley; Bo11 on,W.Newbury 3; 1,3 D.Alexander;H.Merriman, J .Nove#
28 Quincy,Groton 2,2 R.Stanhope,R.0’ Hara

83



Golden-crowned K inglet:
27 Boxford,Lancaster 10,5 A.Salzman#,H.Merriman

Ruby-crowned K inglet:
6 Squibnocket(M.V.) 1 R.Stymeist#
24,29 Cambridge(Mt.A.) , Groton 1,1 A.Salzman,R.O'Hara

Water P ip it :
20 M arshfield 8 W.Petersen
21 Concord, Duxbury 7,1 R .F orster, T.Lloyd-Evans
28,30 Belmont,E.Bridgewater 1,3 G .Clarke,J.F laherty

Bohemian Waxwing:
16 Wayland (no d e ta ils  rec d .)  3 F.Steadman

Cedar Waxwing;
16-18 Wayland 110-60 K.Hamilton#

Northern Shrike:
5&6,11 Essex,Scusset 1,1 H.Weissberg#,K.Anderson
12,13 Concord(GMNWR),Squantum 1,1 H.Payson,E.Morrier
16,21 Truro,Manomet 1,1 C. Goodrich, SSBC(T.Lloyd-Evans)
25,27 Chatham,Newburyport 1,1 B.Nikula, J .Nove#
27,28 Barnstable,Provincetown 1,1 R.Pease, B.Nikula#

Loggerhead Shrike:
27 Newburyport 1 R.Emery#

Yellow-rumped Warbler:
5,11 Chatham,Bridgewater 100,80+ R.Forster,L.Resm ini
14 Lakeville 40+ W. Petersen

Pine Warbler:
28 Barnstable 1 R.Pease

Eastern Meadowlark:
6 Katama(M.V.),Newburyport 80+, 2 T.Leverich#, BBC(G. Soucy)
24 several lo ca tion s  f i r s t  migrants v .o .

Yellow-headed B lackbird :
20 Ipswich 1 P.Donahue

Red-winged Blackbird:
thr. Lancaster 800+ H.Merriman
6,14 Katama(M.V.) , Bridgewater 450+,350+ R.Stymeist#,D.Davis#

Rusty Blackbird:
1-24,10 Lancaster,Wayland 4-6,35 H.Merriman,A.Salzman
14,20 W.Peabody,Jamaica Plain(A.A .)  4,6 G. Soucy#, BBC(P.Deveau)
25,26 Brookline,Topsfield(IRW S) 1,5 A.Agush,R.Heil

Brewer’ s B lackbird:
6 Katama(M.V.) (Herring Creek

Farm) (photographed) 2 ad. m. R.Veit,R .Stym eist
Common Grackle:

14 Lancaster 200 H.Merriman
Black-headed Grosbeak:

March Dedham 1 Mr.Bramhall
Evening Grosbeak:

2-17 Vineyard Haven(M.V.) 1-2 M.Hancock
13,14 Ipswich,Middleboro 15-20,1 J . Berry, BBC(D.Davis)

Purple Finch:
2,20 Weston,Cambridge(Mt.A.) 15,6 L. Robinson,N. King#

House Finch:
3,14 Brookline,Cambridge(M t.A.) 13,20 H.Wiggin, J .Murphy#

Pine Grosbeak:
1-14 Weston 14-4 L.Robinson & v .o .
5,14,16 P .I .,N .S cituate ,L ancaster 1 ,2 ,5 M.Gardler, J.Murphy#,H.Merriman

Hoary Redpoll
1-27 Weston 1 (photographed) L.Robinson# & v .o .

Common R edpoll:
t h r . ,3 W inchester, Squantum 16,11 G.Gove,G.Wilson
4 ,9 ,27 Lexington, Concord,Woburn 50-60,200,1 P. Fox,N. C la flin # , BBC(D.Weaver)

Pine Siskin :
th r .,1 6 ,2 0  Winchester, L ittleton,W eston 12,17,33 G.Gove,J.Baird,L.Robinson

Red Crossbill: 
thr. 
thr.
13,27

White-winged Crossbill:

Cambridge(Mt.A.) 
P .I .
Brookline,Weston

6-10
max.70(Mar.13) 

7,27

thr.
21-27,28

Cambridge(Mt.A.) 4-8
Cambridge,Jamaica P la in (A .A .) 2,18+

R.Stymeist & v.o.
G.Soucy & v.o.
A.Agush,R.Stymeist#

R.Stymeist & v.o.
T. Lawrence,R. Stymeist//
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R ufous-sided Towhee:
27 Dartmouth

•Savannah Sparrow:
6,14 Katama(M.V. ) , Cambridge (Mt .A. )

Dark-eyed Junco:
24 Brookline 

Tree Sparrow:
27 P . I . , Woburn

F ie ld  Sparrow:
8,23 Vineyard Haven(M.V.) , Concord
25 W estport, Lincoln 

W hite-throated Sparrow:
3 Brookline

Fox Sparrow:
2,10 Framingham,S.Peabody
20 Cambridge(Mt.A.)
26 Topsfield(IRWS)

Swamp Sparrow:
21 Weston 

Lapland Longspur:
14&20,27 M arshfield ,Salisbury 

Snow Bunting:
27 Salisbury,Lancaster

2 R.O'Hara

25,2 J . Leverich#,J .Murphy#

100 A.Agush

2,1 BBC(W.Van Cor),BBC(D.Weaver)

1.1 M.Hancock,H.Payson
4,1 R.0'Hara,M.McClellan

10 H.Wiggin

1,5 V. Sprong,R.Heil
18 R.Stymeist
12 R.Heil

1 L.Robinson

2,10 W.Petersen,R.Emery#

25,1 H.Wiggin#,H.Merriman

Corrigenda

Summary fo r  November, 1975 

Black Guillem ot:
24 Manomet Pt. 1 (breeding plumage) M .B.O.Staff

Bird was a ctu a lly  a White-winged Scoter.

A bbrev iat ions

ad. adult GMNWR Great Meadows N a t 'l . W ild life  Refuge
b. banded IRWS Ipswich River W ild life  Sanctuary
f . female MBO Manomet Bird Observatory
imm. immature WBWS W ellflee t Bay W ild life  Sanctuary
m. male A.A. Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Plain
max. maximum F.H. Fort H il l ,  Eastham
thr. throughout F.M. Fowl Meadow, Milton
v. o. various observers M.V. Martha's Vineyard
yg- young Mt .A. Mt. Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge
# ad d ition a l observers P .I . Plum Island
BBC Brookline Bird Club S.N. Sandy Neck, Barnstable
SSBC South Shore Bird Club F.P. Fresh Pond, Cambridge
Pru. Prudential Center, Boston MNWS Marblehead Neck W ild life  Sanctuary

85



THE BIRD OBSERVER SUMMARY FOR APRIL, 1976

A pril was e sse n t ia lly  a mild and dry month th is  year with near average p re c ip ita tio n  and 
temperatures. A warm fron t moved in to  the state  from the south on the 18th, bringing 
three days o f b lis te r in g  80° weather and a sca tterin g  o f  early  migrants.

Generally, migrants arrived e ith er righ t on schedule or a few days ahead o f schedule, 
with a few notable exceptions. During the period immediately fo llow ing  the hot sp e ll o f 
Easter weekend, several species o f  a d is t in c t ly  southern a f f in it y  were noted at varied 
lo c a l i t ie s  w ithin the s ta te . A Cerulean Warbler appeared in Mt. Auburn Cemetery on the 
20th; th is is  the e a r lie s t  record for  the state  by two weeks, as w ell as being the f i r s t  
A pril record . On the previous day, an adult male W ilson’ s Plover was found in South 
Dartmouth. Also noteworthy, although on a lesser  degree o f  ra r ity , were 2 Prothonotary 
and 1 Yellow -throated Warblers.

Very large numbers o f  herons moved in to  the state  during the month and were noted at 
numerous lo c a l i t i e s .  The Glossy Ib is  population peaked at 180 on Plum Island , 5 
Louisiana Herons were reported , and a to ta l o f  15 Great Egrets was found. A tremendous 
f lo ck  o f 3000-4000 Snow Geese a lighted on the Plum Island marshes where they remained 
in to  May; among them were 2-3 "Blue" Geese as w ell as 2 color-dyed  Snows.

The only pronounced raptor f l ig h t  observed occurred on the ll-1 3 th  when a ccip ters  and 
fa lcons were s tea d ily  moving north over Plum Island. Cooper’ s Hawk is  a species which 
continues to d ec lin e  d r a s t ica lly  as a migrant in the Northeast; the com pilers would 
greatly  appreciate w ritten d e ta ils  o f any observations o f th is  species w ithin the near 
future. Red-shouldered Hawks, on the other hand, may be slowly regaining th e ir  numbers, 
as at least 7 individuals were reported during the month.

Only 2 Ruffs were reported; th is  species has been regu larly  arriv in g  in A pril during 
recent years; ty p ica lly , 3-4 are found in the Newburyport region alone. Most other 
shorebird species arrived on schedule and in average numbers.

Yellow-headed Blackbirds, form erly considered only a ccidental as spring vagrants, 
continue to be reported. Three separate individuals were found in th is  month alone. 
This trend seems to be fo llow ing th e ir  recent great increase as a f a l l  transient in the 
s ta te .

R.R.V.

Common Loon:
18,24 Provincetown,Clinton

Red-throated Loon:
11,24;18 P . I . ; o f f  Provincetown

Red-necked Grebe:
3,17 Cohasset,Manomet(MBO)

Western Grebe:
10 Orleans

Horned Grebe:
10 P .I .

Manx Shearwater:
10 Salisbury

Gannet:
11.18 Barnstable,Provincetown
25,30 Westport,Monomoy

Great Cormorant:
4 ,9  Squantum,Gloucester

D ouble-crested Cormorant:
5,12 H ull, Scituate
18.23 Middleboro,Cambridge 

Green Heron:
17 M arshfield & Sandwich

L it t le  Blue Heron:
12-23,18 Manchester, P. I .

Cattle Egret:
18.19 Ipswich,Squantum
19.24 Dover,Ipswich
24-29 M arshfield

Great Egret:
10,16-26,17 Duxbury,Squantum,Marshfield
18,23 Acoaxet, Cambridge(Mt.A.)

30+,9 F.Gardner,H.Merriman

7,2;45+ H.Merriman;F.Gardner

19,43 R .V e it ,S ta ff

1 W. Bailey//

250+ R.Veit

1 S.Wheelock

10-12,6 0 .Fuller,F.Gardner
1,2 BBC(R.O'Hara),R.Forster

2,6 BBC(R.Clayton),D.Alexander#

3,60+ R .F orster,J .F laherty
16,195+ D.Briggs,L.Robinson

l&l ( f i r s t s )  SSBC(M&B L itch fie ld ),R .P ea se

2,1 ad. H.W eissberg#,R.Veit#

7,10 W.Drummond,E.Morrier
3,20 R.Hallowell,H.W iggin

6 G.Wilson

2 ,1 -4 ,2  W.Petersen,E.M orrier,N.Osborne
3,1 D .B riggs,R .H eil
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Snowy Egret;
4,10 T ru ro ,P .I. 3,2 W .Bailey, BBC(S. G rinley)
20,26,27 Squantum 12,16,9 J.Murphy,E.Morrier,W.Cornwell
19,25 Manchester,M arshfield 10,8 G.Soucy,SSBC(M&B L itch fie ld )

Black-crowned Night Heron:
16 P .I . 15 G.Soucy#

Louisiana Heron:
20 Harwich,Eastham 1,1 C.Goodrich,W .Bailey
21,25 P . I . , Squantum 1,2 R.Sommers,E.Morrier

American B ittern :
th r . ,8 6 l o c a l i t i e s , Salem s in g le s ,3 v.o.,M .Kasprzyk

Glossy Ib is :
10,16,28 Squantum 10,13,23 v. o.
24 M arsh fie ld ,P .I. 45+.180 M&B L itch fie ld ,R .F ors ter

Brant:
10,15 Newburyport,Plymouth 1500,1500 R .V e it , J.Baird

Snow Goose:
6,11 R ow ley,P .I. 50,900+ R.Alexander,W.Petersen
11,18-30 S c itu a te ,P .I . 200,3-4000 R .F orster# ,v .o .

"B lue" Snow Goose:
11,11-15 Newburyport, Scituate 1 ad.,1  ad. W. Petersen#,v . o .
16-30 Newburyport 2-3 v .o .

Gadwall:
3 -11,4 P. I . , Concord 15,64 H.Merriman, B. Cassie

P in t a i l :
4-17,11 P .I.,M id d leboro 2 -3 ,2 v . o . ,D.Briggs
5,6 Lancaster,L incoln 1,1 H.Merriman,R.Forster

Green-winged Teal:
3,5 P . I . , Bolton 10,30 W.Drummond,H.Merriman
10,24 P .I . 18,73 BBC(S.Grinley,H.D'Entremont)

Blue-winged Teal:
10 P .I . 14 BBC(S.Grinley)

American Wigeon:
11,15 Concord, Bolton 10+, 2 BBC(P.Roberts),H.Merriman
17 p . i . 2 BBC(E.Pyburn)

Northern Shoveler:
6,11 Newburyport,P.I. 8,12 N.Claflin,H.Merriman

Wood Duck:
t h r . ,11 Lancaster, Concord 10,5+ H.Merriman,BBC(P.Roberts)
16,29 Lynnfield,M iddleboro 25,16 R.Heil,W .Petersen

Redhead:
14 Harwich 6 C&B Holdridge

Ring-necked Duck:
3-18,4 Weston,Middleboro 50-18,40+ L. Robinson,W.Petersen

Canvasback:
3,4 Newburyport 30,66 BBC (W. Drummond),, SSBC (J . Kenneally)
3,17 Cambridge(F. P.) 8,5 BBC(J.Holman,J.Tomfohrde)

Greater Scaup
4 Squantum,Newburyport 300,750 BBC(R.Clayton), SSBC(J.Kenneally)

Lesser Scaup:
4 L akeville 55+ W.Petersen

Common Goldeneye:
4,10 Newburyport 450,150 BBC(S. Grinley)SSBC(J .Kenneally)

Barrow's Goldeneye:
10,11 Newburyport 1,1 pr. BBC(S.Grinley),W.Petersen

B ufflehead:
4,24 Squantum,Newburyport 180+.5 BBC(R.Clayton),H.Merriman

Oldsquaw:
10,24 Newburyport 4000+,1000 R.Veit#,BBC(H.D'Entremont)

Harlequin Duck:
8-16 Manomet(MBO) 2 m. S ta ff

Common Eider:
3 Plymouth,Hull 500,400+ G. Wilson, R. Veit//
25 Scituate 5 SSBC(M&B L itch fie ld )

King Eider:
13 Acoaxet 1 m. N .H ill

White-winged S coter:
17,18 P . I . , o f f  Provincetowr. 727,200+ B.C assie, F.Gardner
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Surf S coter:
3;11,17 H u ll;P .I . 65+;75,174 R.Veit jR.Merriman,B.Cassie

Black S coter:
' 11,17 P .I . 50,28 H.Merriman, B. Cassie

26,29 Manomet,P.I. 350,100 J.Baird,A.Salzman
Ruddy Duck:

4,10 L a k e v ille ,P .I . 6,2 W.Petersen, BBC(S. Grinley)
Hooded Merganser:

10 Waltham,Topsfield 2,8 E.Taylor,D.Alexander
12,30 Falmouth, Cambridge 1,1  f . A .Clarke,R.Stym eist

Common Merganser:
10,16 P . I . , Squantum 2,1 BBC(S.Grinley),E.M orrier

Red-breasted Merganser:
4,18 Squantum,off Provincetown 200,3006 BBC(R.Clayton),F.Gardner

Turkey Vulture:
3,6 Truro & W e ll f le e t , Rowley 1&1,1 W.Bailey,D.Alexander
13,17 Newburyport, P. I . 1,2 A.Salzman,R.Heil
18; 19 Brewster, Chatham;Truro 4 ,3 ;3 J.Bryant,A.Clarke;W .Bailey

Goshawk:
13,24 P . I . , Concord 1,1 A.Salzman,B.Cassie
24 Boxford,L itt le to n 1,1 imm. R. F orster, J.Baird

Sharp-shinned Hawk:
13,19 P . I . , Truro 35,14 A.Salzman,W.Bailey

Cooper's Hawk:
16,22,29 Boston Harbor 1-2 F.Gardner
17,18 P.I.,Hingham 3,1 S.Grinley#,N&S Osborne
24,30 Long Island,Cambridge(Mt.A. ) 3,1 R.Emery & E .M orrier,J.Barton

R ed-tailed  Hawk:
thr. 8 l o c a l i t ie s individuals v .o .

Red-shouldered Hawk:
i Hanover,E.Bridgewater 1,1 J.Flaherty
4,19 Weston,Truro 1,3 R.Stym eist,W .Bailey
27,28 M ilton , Bridgewater 1,2 J . Murphy, L. Re smin i

Broad-winged Hawk:
18,20 Lancaster,Needham 1,1 H. Merriman,C&B Holdridge
21,23 N. Falmouth, Cambridge 1,3 A.Clarke,J.Hines
23-28,24 Falm outh,Littieton 1-3 ,5 A.Clarke, J . Baird

Rough-legged Hawk:
3,14 P . I . ,Newburyport 1,1 BBC(W.Drummond), SSBC(J.Kenneally)
4,5 Bridgewater,M arshfield 1,2 J.Flaherty,W .Petersen
17,25 Lancaster,Dartmouth 1,1 H.Merriman, BBC(R.0 ’ Hara)

Bald Eagle:
18 Middleboro 1 D.Briggs

Marsh Hawk:
3;21,24 P . I . ;Lancaster, Clinton 6 ;1 ,2 BBC(W.Drummond);H.Merriman

Osprey:
thr. Westport 26 G&J Fernandez
11,13 P .I . 7,9 W.Petersen#,A.Salzman

Peregrine Falcon:
18,24,25 Lancaster, Ipswich,Nauset 1 ,1 ,1 H.Merriman, H.Wiggin, P. Buckley

M erlin:
3,11 P . I . , Concord 3,1 BBC(W.Drummond), BBC(P. Roberts)
11-24;24 P.I.;N ew buryport,W ellflee t 1 ;1 ,1 v .o .;R .F orster ,J .B rya n t

American K estrel:
11,13 P .I . 65+.60 R .F orster# ,A.Salzman
16,19 Truro 39,40 W. Bailey

King R a il:
26-29 Squantum 1 E.Morrier,D.Brown#

Clapper R a il:
25 Lynn 1 R.Heil

V irg in ia  R a il:
10,16 M arshfield ,Lynnfield 2,2 W. Petersen,R .H eil

Sora:
16,24 Lynnf i e ld ,Marshf ie ld 1,1 R.Heil,SSBC(M&B L itch fie ld )

Common G allin u le :
24 P .I . 2 BBC(H.D' Entremont)
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American Coot:
4 .10 P.I.,W oburn
11 Concord(GMNWR)

American O ystercatcher:
2 ,1  Monomoy,Barnstable(S.N.)
17 Monomoy,Wellfleet
24 Tuckernuck Island 

Piping P lover:
1.10 Sandwich,P.I.
25 Dennis,Dartmouth
30 Monomoy

W ilson*s P lov er :
19 S.Dartmouth

Golden P lov er :
4-18 Newburyport

B la ck -b e llied  P lover:
3,29 P .I .,B oston  Harbor
30 Monomoy

Ruddy Turnstone:
29 Boston Harbor 

American Woodcock:
I ,  3 Cambridge,W.Newbury
22 Sudbury

Common Snipe:
4 .9  Concord, Newburyport
16.24 Harwich 

Whimbrel:
24 Wellfleet(WBWS)

Upland Sandpiper:
17.18 Chatham,Newburyport 
20-25,25 Eastham,Bolton

Spotted Sandpiper:
25 Bridgewater 

S o lita ry  Sandpiper:
.16,17 Sandwich,Concord
21 Lancaster

W il le t :
18,20 A c o a x e t ,E llis v ille  Marsh
25;30 Nantucket; Chatham

Greater Y ellow legs:
3,6 Chatham,Newburyport
10.18 P. I . , Squant urn
24 Eastham

Lesser Y ellow legs:
2 ,3 -5  Newburyport,E.Bridgewater
10.17 Rowley-P. I . , Concord
24 Chatham 

Purple Sandpiper:
3,15 Cohasset,Marblehead

P ectoral Sandpiper:
8 .11.24  Newburyport
17 Concord

Least Sandpiper:
24,30 Harwich,Monomoy

Dunlin:
3.24 Newburyport
30 Monomoy 

S h o rt-b ille d  Dowitcher:
I I ,  14 Newburyport,Harwich

R u ff:
16;23-24 Rowley;Newburyport-P.I;

Sanderling:
30 Monomoy

Glaucous G ull:
19,25 Sandwich,Provincetown

Iceland G ull:
9.10 Cape Ann, Newburyport
17.18 O rleans,P .I.
25 Provincetown,Weston

4,8
10

2,5
3.2

2 prs.

1.3
1.3

15 & 1 nest 

1 m.

1

2,20
200

1,1
3

5,12
23,8

SSBC(J.Kenneally), BBC(D.Weaver) 
BBC(P.Roberts)

R.Clem ,0.Fuller 
R.Veit#
R.Veit

R.Pease,M.McClellan 
P.Shapiro,BBC(R.O'Hara)
R.Forster & I.N isbet

R.Veit

SSBC(J.Kenneally) & v .o .

H.Merriman,F.Gardner
R . F orster, I . Nisbet

F.Gardner

S . Zendeh , BBC(W.Drummond)
R .Forster

R.Stymeist#,D.Alexander 
C .G oodrich,J . Bryant

1 W.Bailey

1,4 H.D'Entremont,R.Veit
2,1 v . o . ,H.Merriman

2 J.Flaherty

1.1 R .Pease,R .Forster#
1 H.Merriman

1.1 ' N.Hi11,MBO S ta ff
16+;3 R .V eit ;R .F orster ,I .N isb et

2 .2  W .B ailey,N .C laflin#
20,11 BBC(S.Grinley),E.M orrier

18 BBC(J.Bryant)

1.3 M .Gardler,J.Flaherty
4 .1  BBC(S.Grinley),R .Forster#

5 BBC(J. Bryant)

450+,175+ R.Veit,M.Kasprzyk

12,25,30 R.Emery,W.Petersen#,H.Merriman
3 R.Forster#

2.1 BBC(J.Bryant),R.Forster#

4,55 H.Merriman,H. D'Entremont
250 R.Forster#

1.2 H.Merriman, C&B Holdridge

1 m .;l  f .  G.Soucy#;M.Gardler,D.Johnson#

400 R.Forster#

2.1 R.Pease,P.Buckley

18,40+ D.Alexander,R.Veit
2,10 A.Salzman#,R.Veit#

3.1 P.Buckley,L.Robinson
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Black-headed G ull:
3 ,17,6 Chilmark(M.V.),Hull 1 -2 , Q(6 a d . ,3 imm.) A. Salzman#,R.Veit#
4-18 Newburyport 2(1 ad.,1  imm.) R.Veit#
30 Edgartown(M. V .) i M.Hancock

Laughing G ull:
17,30 Mononov 25,75 R .V eit# ,R .F orster#

L it t le  Gull:
10,18 Newburyport 11 ad. , 8(7 ad .,1  imm.) R.Veit

Black-legged Kittiwake:
30 Monomoy ] ad. P .F orster, T.Nisbet

F orster 's  Tern:
10-30 Newburyport i v .o .

Common Tern:
30 Monomoy 125 P.Forster,T,N 1sbet

A rctic  Tern:
27 Plymouth 2 MBO S ta ff

Foseate Tern
30 Monomoy 4 P .F orster, T.Nisbet

Least Tern:
30 Monomoy 1 R .F orster,I .N isbet

Common Murre
2-18 Chatham l(r in g ed ) R.Clem & v .o .

T h ick -b illed Murre:
9,18 R ockp ort,off Provincetown 1,5 R,Fmerv#, F. Gardner

Black Guillemot:
25 Provincetown 4 P.Bucklev#

Barn Ovl:
6 Long Island 1 J.Murphy#

Screech Owl:
4,14 S.Peabody, Scituate 4,1 R .H ell,J .F Iahertv
21 Bridgewater 2 J.Flaherty

Great Horned Owl:
th r . Falmouth 2 vg. in nest A.Clarke

Barred Owl:
6-29,14 Boxford,Lancaster 2,2 v.o.,H.Merriman

Long-eared Owl:
26 Nahant 1 D.Bangs

Short-eared 'Owl:
1-15,5 Squantum,Marshfield 1-2,1 v.o.,W .Petersen
13 N.Scituate 1 M .L itch fie ld

Saw-whet Owl :
2 -3 ,6 Cambridge,Marblehead 1,1 R. Stymeist #,M,Kasprzvk.

W hip-poor-wil1:
18,19 Groton,Boston 1,1 S .G rin lev,R .Cassie
19,20 N, Scituate,N orw ell 1,1 N&S Oshorne,M&B L itch fie ld

Chimney Sw ift:
18,24 Lancaster,W ellesley 2,9 H.Merriman,p .Forster

Ruby-throated Hummingbird:
20,24 Nantucket,P.T. 1,1 F.Van Dvne,F.Wiggin

Common F lick er:
4,19 Squantum,Weston 15,16 BBC(R.Clayton),L.Robinson

P ileated Woodpecker:
t h r . ,12 Lancaster,Lincoln 1-2,1 H.Merriman, F.Abbott
28 Ashburnham 2 W .Fichtel

R ed-bellied Woodpecker:
4.28 on Dartmouth 1 f .,1  m. P.Regan,J&G Fernandez

Red-headed Woodpecker:
9 Gloucester 1 imm. R. Emery#

Y ellow -bellied  Sapsucker:
6,12 D orchester,Nahant 1 ,1 (from winter) J.Murphy,D.Bangs
16,17 S.Peabody,Marshfield 3,2 R.Heil ,ff&B L itch fie ld
17 on Cambridge(Mt.A.) 3 -7 (max.Apr.17) P.Stymeist

Eastern Kingbird:
29 Cambridge(Mt.A.) , Waltham i . i R.Stymeist# & v.o.,K.Beckham

Eastern Phoebe:
thr. Cambridge(Mt.A.) 2 -6 (nest completed Apr.2) R,Stymeist & v .o .
2,15 S. Peabody, T op s fie ld ( IRWS) 12,7 R .H eil,M.Kaspryzk

Horned Lark:
4 Lancaster 8 H.Merriman

90



Tree Swallow:
th r. P ,T . , Concord(GMNWR) max »100+,max. 100+ v . o , , BBC(P.Roberts)
10,17

Bank Swallow:
Topsf i e ld , Chatham 100,300+ J .K ellogg# ,? .V e it#

25,28 Bolton,E.Bridgewater 1,4 H.Merriman, J . Flaherty
Rough-winged Swallow:

10,16 W altham ,Vellfleet 1.1 K.Beckham,C.Goodrich
17,23 Harwich, Lincoln 8+, 3 P ,V eit# ,R .F orster

Barn Swallow:
6,10 Lincoln,Topsfield(IRW S) 1,1 R ,F orster# ,J .K ellogg#
11,17

Purple Martin
Bridgewater,P.T. 3,2 L, Resmin i , BBC(F. Pvburn)

7,14615 Middleborc 2,9+ W.Wiksten,R.Maxim#
17 H a t c h v il le ,P .I . ,Acton 3 ,3 ,3 H. Dunee, F. Ham1en, T,Thoma s

Blue Jav:
7,18619 Marblehead (WNŴ ) ,Weston 18+.22.26 M.KasnrzvkjL.Rohinson

Fish Crow:
n Jamaica P la in (A .A .) 2 P .A lessi
23 Cambridge(Mt. A .) 3 H.Wi Rgin

Black-capped Chickadee:
10 Weston 52 L.Robinson

Boreal Chickadee:
1-13,19 Jamaica P la in (A .A .) ,Hingham 5-6 ,5 S&S Dennison & v,o.,N & c Osborne

Red-breasted 'Nuthatch:
t h r , ,21 

Brown Creeper
Cambridge(Mt.A.) ,Ealmouth max.6 ,4 R»c tvmeist# & v . o , , A.Clarke

3,6 D o v e r ,? .I . 2,2 F.Hamlen,N,flafTin
16,16 on 

House Wren:
Dorchester,Cambridge O ft.A .) 3 ,max,5 J.Murphv,?, c tvmeist# & v .o .

15 o n ,19 Lancaster, Weston 1-2,2 D.Johnson#,L.Robinson
21,21 on Framingham,Cambridge(Mt.A.) 1 ,3 -3 J,Lucb,R,Btvmeist# & v .o .

Winter Wren:
3 ,1 7 ,2 4 ,;1 6 Lancaster;B oston(Pru ,) 1+;1 H.MerrimanjB.Cassie
16,17,18 D o v e r ,P .I ., Weston 1 ,3 ,3 F.Hamlen,F,^rinley ,T,,Rohindon
20,23 D orchester, S.Well f le e t 1.1 J.MurDhv,C.Goodrich#
29

Carolina Wren
Cambridge(Mt.A.) 1 J.Weeks

19 Westport 4 9 .Veit
L on g-b illed  Marsh Wren:

10,17 on M a rsh fie ld ,P .I . 1 ,1 -6 W .Petersen,F.Grinlev & v .o .
Grav Catbird:

20,29 Chilmark(M.V.) ,Middleboro 2,1 M.Hancock,D.Bri ggs
Brown Thrasher:

17 o n ,18 on Lancaster, Cambridge(Mt.A.) 1 -5 ,2 -4 H.Merriman,R. Rtvmeist
18,10,21 Weston, Hingham,Framingham 1,1 ,2 T.RoMnson Osborne,J.Luck

American Robin:
16,29 Cambridge(M t.A.), Brookline 62,80 ? . Stvmeist,A.Palzman

Wood Thrush:
28,29 Falmouth, Brookline 1,1 A, Clarke,A, Palzman

Hermi t Thrush
3,6 Jamaica P la in (A .A .) , Dorchester 3,1 J .Vurphv,J.Murphv
7,15 on Cambridge(Mt.A.) 1 ,1 -1 0 (max.Apr.19) C.Jackson & v .o .
12 Nahant 1 A.Murphy
16 D orchester, Squantum,Peabody 35,12+.4 J,Murnhv#R ,V e it ,v .Kasprzyk

general a rr iv a l April 16-A pril 18
Eastern B luebird:

3 Cambridge(Mt. A.) 1 M.Holland
6 Rowley,Reading .3,1 D,A1exander,R.Coomlas
16 o n ,16 Sherborn,Peabody 2 (n e s t in g ) ,! J.W illison,M .Kasprzyk
18,19 Cambridge(Mt.A.) ,H o lliston 3,2 R. ctvm eist#,F .Taylor
23,29 Hopkington,Burlington 4,2 L.Malaguti,B.Nolan#

Blue-grav Gnatcatcher:
15,17-24 H .S citu a te ,P .I . 1 ,2 -5 R .V e it, BBC(F.Pyburn)# & v .o .
23 Manchester, Cambridge (Mt .A .) 1,1 W.Drummond, J.Hines
24,27 Cha tham,Marb1ehead 1,1 J.Bryant,M,Kasprzvk
30 Cambridge(Mt.A .) 1 T,M.?omanow

Golden-crowned K inglet:
3,15 Jamaica Plain,Cambridge 35,32 J.Murphy,R. Ptvmeist
15,30 Weston,Cambridge 5,2 L.Robinson,P. Ptymeist
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Ruby-crowned K inglet:
16 Cambridge,S.Peabody
15.16 Topsfield,Peabody 

Water P ip it :
17,18,29 Bolton,Newburvport,Middleboro 

Bohemian Waxwing:
9-10 Lancaster

Cedar Waxwing:
th r .,9 -1 0  M iddleboro, Lancaster 
30 Lancaster

White-eyed V ireo:
27 Marblehead 

S o lita ry  V ireo:
18 P .1 ,,G roton
19,27 N,Scituate,Cam bridge(M t.A,)

Red-eyed V ireo:
23 Leominster 

Black-and-white Warbler:
11.20 Jamaica Plain ,Assonet 1

Prothonotary Warbler:
2.20 Nantucket, Orleans 

Worm-eating Warbler:
16 Middleboro

Orange-crowned Warbler:
27-30 Cambridge(Nortonb Woods)

N ashville Warbler:
24.25 Littleton,Cam bridge 

Parula Warbler:
21.24 W inchester,L ittleton
25 Cambridge(Mt.A.)

Yellow Warbler:
17.26 Sudbury, Bridgewater
28 S.Dennis,Peabody 

Magnolia Warbler:
18 Weston

Yellow-rumped Warbler:
3,4 P.T. ,Squantum
15.27 Topsfield,Cambridge 

Black-throated Green Warbler:
24.30 Boxford, Cambridge 

Cerulean Warbler:
20 Cambridge(Mt.A.)

Y e l l o w - t h r o a t p d  W a r b le r :
25 Cambridge(Mt.A .)

Pine Warbler:
2,3 Manchester,Well fleet(WRW9)
16 S,Peabody,P.T.

P rair ie  T*Tarb ler :
16.30 P. T. ,  W ellf le e t  (WB,JS)

Palm Warbler:
15.16 T op s fie ld , S. Peabody
24 Boxford,P.T.

Ovenbird:
29 Middleboro 

Northern Waterthrush:
23 Boston(Pru.)

Louisiana Waterthrush:
16.17 Cambridge(Mt.A.) .Boxford
19.24 Dover,Oxford 

Common Yellow throat:
28 Cambridge(Mt,A .)

Hooded Warbler:
16.20 W e llfle e t , Dorchester
23 Manchester

Eastern Meadowlark:
5,25 Barnstable,Dartmouth
27.30 Squantum,Weston 

Yellow-headed B lackbird:
4,7 Lexington,Saugus
15 Salisbury

40,30
14+.20+

R.Stvm eist,R.Heii 
M,Kasprzvk,M.*”asprzvk

1,1 ,30 H .Merriman ,R .Vei t ,W. Petersen

1 H.Merriman,D.Johnson

8+, 50 
40

D,Briggs,H.Merriman 
H,Merriman

1 M,Kasprzvk

1,1
1,7

W,Drummond, S.Grin.lev 
N&O Osborne ,P . Stvmei s t /f

1 W.Merriman

,1 ( f i r s t s ) D .A Iessi.N .H il]

1,1 F.van Pyne#,C.Goodrich

] R.Maxim

I S. Zendeh

1,1 J .B aird , BBC(B.Cassie)

1,1
1

M, M cClellan,J.Baird 
RRC(R.Onssie)

3.1
1.1

J . Trish,T.,Resmini 
B.Hoi dridge,M.Kasprzyk

1 L»Robinson

10,14
44+.50

3110(1'.Orumnond) ,r.R0 (11.01 svton! 
M.Kasprzvb, R. ftvm eist

2,1 P.Forster#,J.B arton

1 iniir, m. R. Stvmeist#

1 R .F eil,B .C assie

1,1
5,3

P. Par s o n s / ’ .Rail ev 
B. ne i 1 ,c .Gri nlev

1.1 R / ’e i l  .W.Railev

fi+,40
20,20

w ,K asprzvk,P /Tei 1
R * F o r s t e r //, H. W i g g i  n #

1 D,Briggs

1 B .Cassi e

1,2 prs. 
1,1

H.wfggin 9 ̂ T, Drummond 
F. Hamten,R. Forster

1 D.Johnson

1,1
2 m.,2 f .

C.Goodrich,D.Murphy 
W, Drummond

3,3
4 , i

R. Pea se , R. 0 'Hara 
W,Cornwell ,T,.Robinson

1,1 ad.n.
1

B.Rockstroh, fid e  R .Forster 
M.GardTer
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Red-winged Blackbird:
3 W.Newbury 85

Orchard O rio le :
21 on W ellesley 1 ad.m.
25 Martha's Vineyard 2 ad.m.
29 Cambridge(Mt.A.) i  f .

Northern O rio le :
24 Framingham,Martha's Vineyard 1,1 pr.

Rusty Blackbird:
1 ,4 Lancaster,S.Peabody 20,8
8-11 ,18 ,30 Dover,Weston,S.Natick 3 ,4 ,3

S carlet Tanager:
29 Concord 1

Rose-breasted Grosbeak:
24 Martha's Vineyard 1
25,30 Burlington,Waban 1,1

Blue Grosbeak:
27 Pembroke 1 m.

Indigo Bunting:
22,23 Martha's Vineyard,Middleboro 

Dennisport,Martha' s Vineyard
1 , 1

24-25,25 1,5
D ic k c is s e l:

12 Manchester 1 m.
Evening Grosbeak:

9 Lancaster 50
Purple Finch:

4 Cambridge ■ 7
Pine Grosbeak:

7 Brookline 6
Common R edpoll:

4,7 Cambridge,Haverhill 3,10
11,12 Ipsw ich ,Lincoln  1 m. ,1 pr

Pine S iskin :
t h r . ,18 Cambridge(Mt.A.) , Weston 18,25
11 Jamaica Plain  (A .A .) 25

Red C ro s s b ill:

BBC(W.Drummond)

R.Forster
M. Hancock
B.Cassie

R.Forster,M.Hancock

H.Merriman, R.Heil
F.Hamlen,L.Robinson,F.Hamlen

N. Clayton

M. Hancock
B. Nolan,D.Wells

N. Holmes

M.Hancock,C.Smith 
H eikkila , I . Suhl

C . Corley

H.Merriman

R. Stymeist#

f id e  H.Wiggin

R.Stymeist#,W.Drummond 
J .B erry,K .L innell

R.Stymeist,L.Robinson
D. A lessi

10,11-13 N.Falm outh,P.I.
White-winged C ro s s b ill:

5 Jamaica P la in (A .A .)
Rufous-sided Towhee:

17 L a n ca ste r ,P .I .
19,21 Hingham,Cambridge

"Ipswich" Sparrow:
10 P .I .

Savannah Sparrow:
24.27 Dover, Squantum 

Seaside Sparrow:
19.27 S.Dartmouth,Squantum 

Vesper Sparrow:
11.16 P . I . , Cambridge(Mt.A.)
16.17 S. Peabody, S .W ellfleet 

Dark-eyed Junco:
16 D orchester, Peabody

Tree Sparrow:
15,25 Cambridge,Weston

Chipping Sparrow:
11 Jamaica P la in (A .A .)
17 .17  on Sherborn,Cambridge(Mt.A.) 

F ield  Sparrow:
2 S.Peabody

White-crowned Sparrow:
16 Beverly

W hite-throated Sparrow:
23-25 Cambridge(Mt.A.)

Fox Sparrow:
15-17,16 Cambridge, Dorchester 

Lapland Longspur:
29 Middleboro

Snow Bunting:
4,10 S alisbury , Weston
24 Chatham

10,31 A.Clarke,R .Forster#

11 S.Dennison

l , l ( f i r s t s )
3,7

H.Merriman,BBC (E.Pyburn) 
N&S Osborne,R.Forster

1 M.McClellan

150,25 F. Hamlen,W. Cornwell

2 ,1 R.Veit,W.Cornwell

2,1
1,3

R .Forster # ,R.Stymeist# 
R .H eil,R .V eit

45,27 J.Murphy,M.Kasprzyk

l ,2 ( l a s t ) B. Timberlake, L.Robinson

3
, 10(max.Apr.

D .A lessi
.20) E.Taylor,R.Stym eist#

16 R.Heil

1 G.Soucy#

150+ R.Stymeist#

4 -1 ,5 R.Stymeist#,J.Murphy

1 W.Petersen

2,4
1

SSBC(J.Kenneally),L.Robinson 
P.Buckley
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New England Outdoors Is 
Moosish On New England

MOOSISH?

We think New 
England is the 
best place in the 
whole world to 
live, work and 
play. We think 
you do too. Yes, 
we're Moosish — 
that's our special 
Yankee way of 
saying we love 
not only the land 
and the people, 
but the idea that 
is New England.

A Magazine Like No Other

Each month the 
New England 
Outdoors 
Natural History 
Series gives you 
the entire life 
story o f one of 
the living things 
native to our 
neck of the 
woods. The 
shark, bobcat, 
loon — and 
we're working on 
the moose now.

New England Outdoors is a brash, funny, informative, serious magazine that 
bursts into its readers’ homes every month and lives up to their expectations. It’s 
like no other “ outdoor magazine" because New Englanders are like no other 
people anywhere. There are articles on fishing, hunting and camping, but there’s 
also a healthy dose of natural history, conservation, news, humor, where and how 
to’s. and a whole lot more by the best craftsmen in New England. If you’re a New 
Englander, or if you'd like to be, New England Outdoors is the magazine you can’t 
afford to miss. And we’re just about the most affordable magazine around. For 
just five dollars you get 12 issues o f one o f the best written magazines in the nation.

Just clip the coupon below and we’ll send you a current issue and bill you later. 
If you aren't entirely satisfied just write cancel on the bill and keep the issue you 
have. There's no further obligation.

Yes, I'd like to take advantage of this special offer to try New England Outdoors .
□  Please bill me later.

□  My check is enclosed for
□  $5.00 1 year □  $8.50 2 years □  $11.00 3 years

N a m e ________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

City __________________________________State______________________ Zip_______

Send a gift subscription to name above and send me the gift card to forward. 

Send coupon to New England Outdoors, 737 Statler Bldg., Boston, MA 02116.
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