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Dunback Meadow and Adjacent Areas, Lexington, MA
Marjorie Rines

In November 1977 birders from all over the state converged on Dunback 
Meadow in Lexington to see the first confirmed record of MacGillivray’s Warbler in 
Massachusetts. Local birders, of course, had known about this year-round birding 
treasure for ages. It boasts a wide variety of habitats — woods, edge, meadow, marsh, 
and field — and if you add visits to a couple of other nearby locations, you can chalk 
up an impressive list of species.

Directions

Dunback is most easily approached from Route 2. Driving west on Route 2, take 
the Waltham Street exit, and turn right at the end of the exit ramp. Take your second 
right onto Allen Street, and turn right at the top of the short rise (this is a continuation 
of Allen Street). A very short distance after the turn, you will see the metal gate and 
sign indicating the entrance to Dunback Meadow. From Route 2 east, you exit at 
Spring Street, executing the 180° exit ramp, and turn right on Spring over the 
highway. Take your first right on Hayden Avenue, which parallels Route 2, and turn 
left at the end on Waltham Street. From there turn right on Allen Street as described 
above.

A Walking Tour

Take the entrance path beside the metal gate. On the right you will see a small 
cattail marsh (rapidly becoming overgrown with other vegetation); on the left, another 
marsh with bushes and pine trees begiiming to take over. A short distance down the 
entrance path is a community garden on the right. Immediately after the garden, the 
path becomes shaded by conifers. Just as the path dips downhill, take the path on the 
left up a slight incline into a playing field, and walk right around the edge of the 
playing field until you see a three-foot-high post marking the entrance to a red pine 
woods.

The paths through the pine woods are not well marked, but there is little 
understory, so it is easy to meander down the hill until you reach a well-marked path 
at the bottom. Turn left, and follow the trail through a small stand of white pine 
woods, and then through an open area, ending up at the outdoor basketball court of 
the Clark Middle School. Work your way over the lawn toward the right, and go over 
the little stone bridge that crosses Clematis Brook, which mns throughout the entire 
area. Turn right, walk the edge of the playing field until it jogs left, and look for the 
path on your right.

This is the main path for Dunback Meadow, and leads you between the wet 
meadow on the left and an edge of birches, wild cherry, and bushes on the right. 
Continue along this path until you come to a four-way intersection, and turn left.
This path simply leads you out into the meadow, and eventually mns parallel to Bacon 
Street. Toward the end of the path, you can cross Bacon Street to view the marsh
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across the street, which is also part of Dunback. Once you reach the end, just double 
back the way you came. Back at the four-way intersection, turn left onto the main 
path again.

This path leads you through a gradually changing habitat, with meadow on the 
left and bushes and trees on the right, then bushes on the left (in winter you can see 
through to the meadow beyond), and woodland on the right. Eventually the path bears 
right over a bridge into a deciduous woods. If you follow it to the end, you go over 
another bridge, and eventually as the woods thin out you arrive at the playing field for 
the Bowen School. Return the same way you came, and then turn left at the four-way 
intersection back up the entrance path. A very short distance up, the path crosses the 
brook again, then returns to the entrance at Allen Street.

Autumn birding
Fall migration is probably the most exciting season at Dunback Meadow, from 

the first waterthmsh at the end of July to the last Fox Sparrow that lingers into 
December. After checking the edges of the entrance path, be sure to stop at the 
community gardens. Like most gardens, its weeds and unharvested fruits and 
vegetables provide a bounty of food for migrating sparrows, and it also has a 
wonderful edge in back, well-lit in the morning light, for other songbirds. I can recall 
one morning watching a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher and a Philadelphia Vireo in a

single binocular field in this edge, with a 
Clay-colored Sparrow being discovered 
shortly thereafter.

As you continue your tour of 
Dunback, listen carefully for mstling 
leaves on the ground, and look for 
sparrows and thmshes. Fox Sparrows are 
a particular Dunback specialty, with ten 
or more possible at peak season. There 
are a number of cherry trees in the area, 
particularly near the four-way 
intersection, and these are also big draws 
for thrushes and Fox Sparrows.

Scan the many snags in the meadows
Fox Sparrow. All photographs were taken at 

Dunback Meadows by the author.
for an Olive-sided Flycatcher. While they are not quite annual, I have found them on 
several occasions. E m pidonax  flycatchers also like the meadows. Other songbirds can 
be anywhere, but pay particular attention at the places where the path crosses the 
brook. These offer a break in the foliage so birds are easier to see, and the water 
provides a draw for birds.

Dunback is an excellent place to see hummingbirds in the fall, perhaps because of 
the ample jewelweed in the area. Another fall feature attraction is the appearance of 
accipiters zipping through. Whether there is some topographic reason for it, or just 
that there is plenty of sky to see them, it is a rare fall day when I do not see a handful
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Great Horned Owl

of Sharp-shinned or Cooper’s hawks.

Winter birding

In December of 1980 a small 
roost of Long-eared Owls was 
discovered in the red pine woods at 
Dunback, and by January 10, 1981, it 
had built to a total of 22 birds. In 
recent years we have not been so 
lucky, but Dimback is still a fine place 
to find owls. Just wander through the 
pine woods looking for whitewash 
and pellets. Long-eared is almost 
amiual in the red pine woods, and Northern Saw-Whet Owl has occurred a number of 
times in the white pines. I have had Barred Owls on several occasions in both pine 
woods, and Great Homed Owls in both the pine and deciduous woods. Eastern 
Screech-Owls are in both woods also, but more difficult to find, since they 
customarily roost in holes. While you are in the red pine woods, look and listen for 
Hairy Woodpeckers, Red-breasted Nuthatches, Golden-crowned Kinglets, and Brown 
Creepers.

Along the main path, search the numerous birches for redpolls or siskins. 
Although they are normally present only during invasion years, I have found them 
here when they have been scarce elsewhere. American Tree Sparrows are abundant in 
the fields. Also keep your eyes open for hawks. Red-tail is, of course, the default 
hawk here, and you can often see several in the air at once. In the winter of 2000 a 
Rough-legged Hawk spent the season here, and I have seen Northern Harriers on 
several occasions in winter, small accipiters often, and Northern Goshawks twice.

This is also a fine place to find Northern Shrikes, so be sure to search the tops of 
the trees in the meadow. In the winter of 2000 a shrike spent a long time here, and I 
had the thrill of watching a Blue Jay attempting to rob its cache, but it was quickly 
foiled by the vigilant shrike (see B ird  O bserver  Volume 28, No. 2, page 100).

Be sure to take the walk through the deciduous woods to the second bridge. At 
this time of year large flocks of robins often congregate here, along with the 
occasional Hermit Thmsh or Fox Sparrow, gorging on the fmit trees.

Spring birding

Spring birding at Dunback is not as exciting as in the fall, but still well worth a 
stop. Spring strategy is pretty much the same as fall, except that the community 
gardens are not as likely to be good. Early spring is a wonderful time, with the arrival 
of the first blackbirds, which can show up in impressive numbers.

One spring specialty is the dance of the American Woodcock, which can take 
place almost anywhere in the meadow, but a good place to start is the four-way 
intersection. Listen for the nasal p e e n t of the calling male, and then follow the sound.
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Their exhilarating sky dance can last for an hour at dawn or dusk, from March 
through May. I can recall one incredible April evening during a lunar eclipse when I 
watched a Saw-whet Owl waking up, while I could hear the twittering and peenting of 
the dancing woodcocks.

Summer birding

The breeding birds of Dunback Meadow are pretty much those you would expect 
in this type of habitat. Look for Willow Flycatchers, Warbling Vireos, Carolina and 
House wrens. Wood Thrushes (in the deciduous woods), Yellow Warblers, Common 
Yellowthroats, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, Baltimore Orioles, and, of course, Red
winged Blackbirds. In 2000 a pair of Chestnut-sided Warblers was in evidence near 
the four-way intersection well into the breeding season. Ring-necked Pheasants are 
relatively common here, although more often heard than seen.

Waltham Street Farms (WSF) Conservation Lands

This chunk of Lexington conservation land is split into two sections, and leased 
to Lexington’s Busa family for farming; for as long as I can remember, they have 
been planting com here. The lease of conservation lands normally endows the lessee 
with rights to control access to the land, but the Busa family are exceptional in that 
they not only allow, but welcome birders on their lands. (Quick commercial plug: visit 
the Busa’s farm stand on Lowell Street in Lexington beside Arlington Reservoir— 
their com is terrific.) Fall is the time of year to visit these fields.

Directions: From Dimback 
Meadow, take Allen Street to Waltham 
Street, and turn left, pulling over to 
the right immediately beyond the 
building with the sign for White 
House Gardens. Look for the 
inconspicuous dirt road just beyond 
the building. Be sure not to block the 
road or use White House Gardens’ 
parking area. To reach the other 
entrance to WSF from Dunback, turn 
right on Waltham Street (from Allen 
Street); the entrance is a dirt road 
immediately opposite Brookside

Avenue. You can park safely on Brookside and walk across the street. When walking 
through these fields, please be sure to stay to the edges of the fields unless it is clear 
that the com has been completely harvested.

A few years ago I was birding in this area when I heard a Cooper’s Hawk 
shrieking from the com fields, then it stopped abmptly. Intrigued, I walked toward the 
sound, but could see no movement at all. I had given up looking, when it called again, 
apparently from the middle of the field. I walked gingerly up a row toward the sound, 
but still no movement. Suddenly I heard it again, immediately behind me. 1 whipped

Cooper's Hawk
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around and saw the source. The Busas had erected a small speaker on a pole, and 
were using a recorded Cooper’s Hawk call to try to drive off the blackbirds. Last year 
they had switched to distress calls of Ring-billed Gulls, so if you hear unexpected 
sounds, you may be hearing the latest line of defense against the birds.

Unfortunately for the Busas, these scare tactics only work in the immediate area 
of the distress calls, and these fields are spectacular for their blackbirds, including 
good flocks of Bobolinks and Rusty Blackbirds.

The edges of the fields provide superb fall birding. I have seen Orange-crowned 
Warblers there on several occasions, and in one year I had three different Dickcissels 
and a Lark Sparrow. White-crowned 
Sparrows are strangely only occasional 
visitors, but Lincoln’s Sparrows are 
routine. Indigo Buntings love these 
fields, and it is not unusual to tally ten 
or more on a visit. The potential for any 
seed-loving bird is exceptional here.

Looking for rarities is always fim, 
but the most thrilling part of birding 
these fields is simply the sheer quantity 
of birds. Blackbirds swoosh out of the 
com to perch on nearby trees and wires, 
only to dive back into the com moments 
later. Savannah Sparrows are so 
plentiful that at nearly every step small 
flocks scatter in every direction. Palm 
and Yellow-ramped warblers forage in the com, and the air is electric with their calls. 
Like Dunback, these fields are excellent for accipiter sightings.

At the second entrance (opposite Brookfield), look for the tree-covered path to 
the right of the fields. This is part of the conservation area, going all the way through 
to Valleyfield Street, and provides a good view of the back side of the field edges. If 
there is any warbler activity in this edge, it is worth walking along the path to 
investigate further activity.

Hayden Woods

Hayden Woods comprises nearly 80 acres, with trails running through a maple 
swamp and old pastureland now overgrown in hardwood and pine new-growth forest.

Directions: There are a number of entrances, including from the end of Cutler 
Farm Road, and in back of the commercial buildings on Hayden Avenue, but I prefer 
to enter from the end of Valleyfield Street. From Allen Street, turn right on Waltham 
Street, drive past the traffic light at Brookside, and take your next left on Bridge 
Street. Take your first left on Valleyfield, and follow it to where it dead-ends at a 
playground. Walk through the playground, and enter the path that leads into the 
woods.

Northern Saw-whet Owl
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There is a maze of trails going through the area, and none of the maps I have 
located are 100% accurate; the accompanying map is a combination of public-domain 
maps and personal experience. My normal route goes past the red maple swamp, 
taking the first trail on the left for a loop through thin deciduous forest, and turning 
left when the loop returns to the main path. Eventually the main path bears right, and 
a boardwalk takes you over a wooded swamp and eventually brings you to a sign for 
Old Shade Street, a cart road laid out in 1660. Beyond this, there are trails leading off 
to the right that meander back to the Valleyfield path, but it is easy to get lost, and I 
generally go back the way I came.

This is a good place to find the first blackbirds of the year, and Rusty Blackbirds 
are quite reliable in both spring and fall. I have had fine luck with warblers in both 
spring and fall migration. It is a good place for Northern Waterthmsh in particular. In 
many places (particularly where it is wettest) there is good visibility through the 
understory, making it wonderful for searching for elusive, low-foraging species such 
as O pororn is and Hooded warblers.

Breeding species are very much what one would expect in the woods: Great 
Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Red-eyed Vireo, and Scarlet Tanager. One 
probable breeder is somewhat of a surprise: I have consistently heard a singing Winter 
Wren here during breeding season, certainly confirming a willing male if not a 
breeding pair.

Lexington has 1300 acres of conservation land, an impressive 12 percent of the 
entire town. The three areas described above comprise nearly 300 acres of protected 
space easily accessible to the public. Dunback Meadow itself came perilously close to 
being lost to development in 1965, but through the efforts of the Lexington 
Conservation Commission the town was able to purchase the property and preserve 
this site. You can purchase a guide to all Lexington conservation areas at town hall. ^

MarJ Rines, a department head on the Bird Observer staff, lives in Arlington and works part- 
time for Massachusetts Audubon Society, answering questions from the public about natural 
history. She is an avid local birder, and maintains a web site featuring many of her local 
experiences at MRines.com.
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Significant Recent Nesting Records from Essex 
County, Part 1

Jim Berry

Essex County, in the northeastern comer of Massachusetts, has a rich 
ornithological history. Many have come here to observe rare birds, the most renowned 
being the pioneer Ross’s Gull that wintered in Newburyport harbor in 1975. Many 
have also written about the county’s birds. The most significant work to date is 
Charles Wendell Townsend’s The B irds o f  E ssex  County, M assachu setts, published in 
1905. He also published a supplement to that work in 1920. These two works provide 
a good picture of the county’s bird life at the beginning of the twentieth century.

That picture has changed dramatically over the past eighty years. Many species 
have become either less or more common since Townsend’s time, and quite a few 
species unknown to him as local birds have established themselves as breeders or 
even year-roimd residents. Other species, regular then but near the edge of their 
ranges, have withdrawn to the north or south. The causes of these changes are beyond 
the scope of this article, but clearly include things like the drastic alteration of the 
landscape by humans, the greater amount of forested land relative to farmland, the 
effects of chemicals on the environment (for better or for worse), the loss of wetlands, 
and the gradual warming of the winters over the past hundred years.

One of my primary interests is the nesting birds of the county, fueled by my work 
on breeding bird atlas projects in several states and my twenty-six years of filling out 
nest-record cards for the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. In the spring and early 
summer of 2000,1 was lucky enough to find the nests, or other nesting evidence, of 
several species that either do not often nest in the county, or whose nests are rarely 
found. I also learned of additional nesting confirmations from several colleagues who 
regularly bird in the county. ’What follows is a summary of these observations, plus a 
few more from recent years, with background for each species on previous nest 
records. Threads will be evident in the various summaries; one of the most obvious is 
that quite a few Canadian-zone species that nest fairly commonly in the next county 
to the north (Rockingham County, NH) and the next county or two to the west 
(adjacent Middlesex County, and beyond that Worcester County) are imcommon to 
rare nesters in this coastal county. The bulk of the species discussed fall into this 
category.

The primary source I have relied on, in addition to Townsend, is B irds o f  
M assachusetts, by Richard Veit and Wayne Petersen. This definitive work on the 
state’s birds, which includes many of the species maps that were intended for the 
unpublished Massachusetts Breeding Bird Atlas, was published in 1993 by the 
Massachusetts Audubon Society. Another important source is the sixth (1988) edition 
of the B irds o f  E ssex County, M assachusetts: A F ie ld  L ist, published jointly by the 
Essex County Ornithological Club, the Essex County Greenbelt Association, and the 
Peabody Museum of Salem (now the Peabody-Essex Museum). This county checklist
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has been extensively revised over the last few years, and the seventh edition is due out 
in the near future. I have also consulted Edward Howe Forbush’s B irds o f  
M assach u se tts  a n d  O th er N ew  E ngland S tates (three volumes: 1925, 1927, and 1929), 
Arthur Cleveland Bent’s L ife H istories o f  N orth  A m erican  B irds (many dates), and 
Griscom and Snyder’s The B irds o f  M assachusetts (1955). Finally, I have drawn on 
B ird  O b server  records as well as personal communications from birding companions, 
who have provided valuable information on some of the species discussed.

In Part 1 of this article, I cover five species in the first half of the AOU checklist 
order. Part 2, to be published in a future issue, will treat nine passerine species.

Common Eider, S om ateria  m olUssim a. Historically, Common Eiders nested 
south only to about the mid-coast of Maine (Bent 1925, Forbush 1925). In the 1970s, 
however, some eider chicks were introduced from Maine to Penikese Island in 
Buzzards Bay, and eventually these birds started to breed on this and others of the 
Elizabeth Islands (Veit and Petersen 1993). Since then there have been occasional 
nesting records from Buzzards Bay and Boston Harbor. Just this year (2000), Veit 
found a pair with three chicks at Muskeget Island off Nantucket {B ird  O bserver). 
Interestingly, however, nest records are hard to come by in Essex Coimty, despite the 
presence of likely habitat on the several islands offshore from Rockport. I have heard 
first- and second-hand reports of eider chicks being seen in that area, and these are no 
doubt valid reports, but eiders often swim some distance with their young after 
hatching, so unless the young are very tiny or a nest is foimd, nesting confirmation is 
tricky.

On July 28, 2000,1 observed at least three young Common Eiders swimming and 
diving with adults off Straitsmouth Island in Rockport. Although these young were 
about two-thirds grown, this observation adds to the evidence of nesting in the county. 
Meanwhile, Steve Mirick (pers. comm.) is not aware of eiders nesting anywhere on 
the New Hampshire coast except at the Isles of Shoals, though he has seen small 
young along the mainland coast in Rye. It is probably only a matter of time until tiny 
young are reported in Rockport, or a nest is located on one of the islands.

Osprey, P andion  haliaetus. Historically, there has existed a large gap in the 
nesting range of the Osprey between Cape Cod and the southern Maine coast. Veit 
and Petersen (1993) speculated that this was “...perhaps due to a lack of suitable 
nesting sites or appropriate feeding areas.” Townsend (1905) stated that “Many years 
ago, this Hawk bred at Ipswich and Georgetown, but it is now seen in Essex County 
during the spring and autumn migrations only.” Thus until recently there were 
apparently no nesting records on the North Shore for perhaps 150 years, and it is not 
clear whether the species was ever a common nester here like it is farther north and 
south along the Atlantic coast. Forbush (1927) does not mention this gap in the 
nesting range, but says only that the Osprey was a “casual summer resident” in 
Massachusetts outside the southeastern counties and a “rare local summer resident” in 
New Hampshire and Vermont.

The first nesting attempt in the county in modem times was in 1989 when Bob 
Brophy of Essex erected a nest platform in the Essex salt marshes, and a pair of
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Ospreys built a nest on it. They or their successors have tried every year since then, 
but have apparently never been able to bring off young (Bob Brophy, pers. comm.). 
Great Homed Owls are the primary suspects, since they nest commonly in the area, as 
close as Choate (formerly Hog) Island, within half a mile of the platform. It is also 
possible that some nestings have failed for reasons other than predation.

Whatever the reasons. Ospreys did not succeed in fledging young in the county 
until 1997, when, after a failed nesting attempt on Nelson Island in Rowley in 1996, 
the same or another pair carried off all the sticks from that platform and built a new 
nest on the platform at the marshward edge of Cross Farm Hill on Plum Island, a few 
miles to the south. (Both sites are on the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge;
Cross Farm Hill is technically in Ipswich.) To my knowledge, this pair has succeeded 
in fledging young that year and every year since.

In 2000 I was able to watch the reproductive 
attempts on both platforms. While the established 
pair continued to add weight to their huge nest, 
which may eventually topple the leaning tower it 
occupies, a new pair set up housekeeping on the 
Nelson Island platform. The Plum Island pair got the 
earlier start, and by June 9 I could see at least two 
small yoimg in the nest; these young looked large 
enough to fledge by July 20. The Nelson Island pair, 
in contrast, started later and built a pitifully small 
nest, with a layer of sticks only a few inches high, 
giving me the impression that they were first-time 
nesters. They seemed to incubate forever, and I was
concluding that they had failed when I finally saw a single small chick on July 8. That 
chick looked large enough to fledge by August 6. (The young do not fly until they are 
51-59 days old, per Baicich and Harrison 1997.) On August 30,1 watched the fledged 
juvenile at Nelson Island both on the platform and flying in circles, at all times 
clutching a fish. I’d like to think she caught that fish herself (a significant darkish 
band on the upper breast indicated that the bird was a female), but her mother was in 
the area too, so the yoimg one may have had help.

A footnote to this saga involves concomitant nesting attempts in the Great Bay 
watershed in Rockingham County. Dick Hughes (pers. comm.) has been monitoring 
the Ospreys around that huge saltwater estuary for a decade, and informed me that 
1989 was also the first nesting year for Ospreys in coastal New Hampshire in modem 
times. At least five sites have been active, the most successful of which, in Durham, 
produced 20 fledglings in the eleven years from 1989 through 1999. Another site, in 
Stratham, fledged 16 young in seven nesting seasons through 1999.

A second footnote involves the nest platform in the Rumney Marsh in Revere, 
only yards outside Essex County on its southern border with Suffolk County. Birds 
nesting on this platform have also produced fledglings in the late 1990s (Geoff Wood, 
pers. comm.). In addition, I learned of two other 2000 nestings of Ospreys in
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Gloucester (Jerry Soucy, pers. comm.). Collectively, these data show that the 
historical gap for nesting Ospreys between Cape Cod and southern Maine is filling in, 
and all indications are that the species will continue breeding in the area.

Sharp-shinned Hawk, A ccip iter  stria tus. On March 24, 2000, Linda Cook and I 
visited Choate Island in Essex in hopes of finding a winter roost of Long-eared Owls. 
Linda had experience with this species, and we thought that the forest of mature 
Norway sprace on that island, planted aroimd the 1930s by the Crane family, might be 
a good place to find such a roost. We didn’t find any Long-eared Owls, but we did 
find Great Homed Owls and Red-tailed Hawks nesting within a hundred feet of each 
other! In view of the owls’ propensity to eat everything within range, including baby 
raptors, this was remarkable. It appeared that the owls had taken over the hawks’ nest 
from previous years, and the hawk pair had chosen not to move far to make their next 
attempt. In any case, we knew we wanted to monitor those nests.

With the encouragement and support of the Tmstees of Reservations (TTOR), the 
land bust that owns Choate and two adjacent islands and manages them as a wildlife 
refuge, we made several return visits to the island. The next was on May 12, by which 
time both nests had visible young. More significantly, we found a pair of adult Sharp- 
shinned Hawks that day, which seemed to be holding a hunting territory some 
distance away from the homed owls (logically enough). This was exciting, since I 
knew that there were no modem nest records for this species in Essex County, and I 
was hopeful that they would stay to nest (although their lack of alarm at our presence 
made me wonder about this). So we made additional visits on May 19, Jime 8 and 28, 
July 7, 12, 18, and 26, and August 3, each time via one of the TTOR launches.

Finding the Sharpshin nest proved to be very difficult. During each visit in May 
and June, we saw the birds himting in the same small area. Our intensive searches 
revealed two candidate nests, but we never saw the birds visit these sites, making us 
suspect that those nests could have been Sharpshin nests from previous years. It 
wasn’t until July 7 that we found the active nest, when the female went to it with 
food, despite my standing only about 20 yards away. It was well concealed about 70 
feet up in the canopy of a mature Norway spmce, which is on the high side for a 
Sharpshin nest (Bent 1937, Forbush 1927). We then found a good place from which to 
view the nest, and on the next couple of visits I took a scope so we could set up on 
the three young. Remarkably, the adults continued to be unalarmed by our presence; 
neither bird ever gave alarm calls, which I had heard in no uncertain terms from both 
adults on three other occasions in Ohio and New Hampshire when I had been near 
Sharpshin nests. This pair continued to engage in food exchanges and feeding visits in 
our presence. The male seemed to do all the hunting, which is typical (Ehrlich et al. 
1988); he would hand the luckless bird off in midair to the female, who made all the 
food deliveries. This also is typical behavior (Baicich and Harrison 1997.)

The young were branching on July 18, and by July 26 they had fledged. We were 
entertained watching the young chasing the adults around for food on that date and on 
August 3, and it seemed, though they were hard to count, that all three had fledged. 
This chronology would have put the hatching dates in the latter half of June, since the
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young fledge at about 23-28 days (Bent 1937, Baicich and Harrison, 1997, Forbush 
1927). One can infer from the two older soinces that this was a rather late nesting for 
the species.

Late or not, it was a rare nesting for Essex County. Forbush (1927) and Bent 
(1937), as well as Townsend (1905), all suggest that Sharpshins were not uncommon 
as nesters in Massachusetts, including Essex County, in the nineteenth century and 
earlier. However, I have not foimd evidence of any other county nest records in the 
twentieth century (this one just made it); the last I am aware of was the collection of 
two nests in Peabody in 1896, one with four eggs and one with five, by one E. B. 
Meade (Tom French, pers. comm.). And if it were not for the planted spruce forest on 
Choate Island, this nest would be much less likely, since the birds prefer dense 
conifers, especially spmces (Bent 1937, Baicich and Harrison 1997). This is also my 
own experience for three of the four nest locations I have found, the fourth having 
been in a dense white pine grove.

Forster’s Tern, Sterna fo rs te r i. David Rimmer and Russ Hopping first found 
Forster’s Terns nesting in a salt-marsh colony of Common Terns near the mouth of the 
Parker River on the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge on June 10, 1991. The nest 
contained two eggs but could not be revisited, so 
the outcome is unknown.This was the 
northernmost nesting record for the species on 
the Atlantic coast, and apparently the first nest 
ever found in New England (Rirmner and 
Hopping 1991, Veit and Petersen 1993). Rick 
Heil (pers. comm.) informed me that he and 
Simon Perkins had seen three territorial adult 
Forster’s Terns in the same location a year earlier 
on June 23, 1990, including one in courtship 
flight with a Common Tern, Sterna hirundo. He 
also found and photographed a Forster’s Tern 
nest with three eggs in the same place on July 11,
1992. An adult aggressively defended the nest 
and later returned to it to incubate.

Since then, although one or two birds have 
been seen in spring in the refuge area in several 
different years {B ird  O bserver  records), only one 
other nest has been discovered. This was on May
26, 1997, when Jim MacDougall and I were kayaking along Pine Island Creek in 
Newbury, a bit north of the Parker River. As we were passing a colony of nesting 
Common Terns in the salt marsh, a single Forster’s Tern came off a nest within our 
sight and attacked us until we left the area. The mate was not in evidence in the few 
minutes we observed the nest; we could not determine whether it contained eggs, and 
we did not wish to land and disturb the bird any further. This nest was not revisited.
In combination with the early-90s nestings, however, this observation provides 
evidence that Forster’s Terns may have nested on the refuge all during the 1990s,
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although it remains to be seen whether the species will consolidate its nesting toehold 
in the region.

Red-bellied Woodpecker, Melanerpes carolinus. The Red-bellied Woodpecker, 
unknown in Townsend’s time and still a rare vagrant from the south in the mid-1950s 
(Griscom and Snyder 1955), has invaded northern Massachusetts over the last 10 to 
15 years. My opinion is that this northward range expansion is probably connected 
with climatic changes, namely warmer winters. The species has established itself as a 
nonmigratory, nesting member of the county’s avifauna, and it will likely stay with us 
as long as the winters continue to be mild. It has also begun to colonize the northern 
New England states: Red-bellieds have nested as far north as Plymouth, New 
Hampshire (Susan Fogleman, pers. comm.).

Despite the birds’ increasing 
presence in the area, however, Red- 
bellied nests in Essex County have 
mostly evaded discovery. The first nests 
in Massachusetts were found in Natick 
and Attleboro in 1977 (Veit and 
Petersen 1993), but it was not until 
1993 that Rick Heil found a pan- 
nesting in West Newbmy, and I 
observed a pair at an active nesting 
cavity in a friend’s yard in Ipswich. 
These records finally established the 

species as nesting in the county. I fully expected reports of nests to become more 
frequent since then, but no nests were reported in the county in the Bird Observer 
records through 1999. The closest was a report from Jim Brown of an adult with a 
juvenile in Boxford in August 1996.

Then, on June 27, 2000, Linda Cook and I observed a male working on an 
apparent nest cavity beside the Ipswich River in Ipswich — apparent because the pair 
later copulated on the top of the snag containing the cavity. I watched subsequent 
activity, such as the birds entering or leaving the hole, several times over the next four 
weeks. I did not see any activity on July 28 or August 2. Since I never saw the adults 
carrying food, or heard young calling from within the nest (and baby woodpeckers 
can be very loud), it is likely that the nesting attempt failed. Nevertheless, there is no 
question that Red-bellieds have become well established as a resident species; in my 
opinion, they are now almost as common as Hairy Woodpeckers, Picoides villosus.

A delightful footnote has been provided by Marjorie Rines (pers. comm, and Bird 
Observer records), who has found them to be double-brooded in the Middlesex Fells 
Reservation in Medford, in adjacent Middlesex County, through most of the 1990s. 
This was apparently the first documented instance of this phenomenon in New 
England, and has surprised some observers in view of the literature (e.g., Ehrlich et al. 
1988), who posit that the birds raise one brood in the north, although they raise as 
many as two or even three in the south. However, Baicich and Harrison (1997) simply
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assert that the species is “double-brooded, rarely treble-brooded,” without regard to 
geography. Although the nest I observed this year seemed to be of brand-new 
constmction, the late dates indicate that it might have been a second nesting, or a 
second attempt after a failed first nesting.
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THE WIRED BIRDER
Editor’s note: Do you know the difference between CB and FRS radios? Should you 
buy a GPS unit? How do rare bird alerts vary from place to place? What options exist 
for maintaining sightings records on a computer? How do birders get those pictures 
on the computer? This new series on the use of electronics in birding and bird-related 
activities will address these sorts of questions in short tutorials, each with a list of 
relevant websites and other resources at the end of the article.

Bird Alerts

David M. Larson

Not all that long ago, the well-equipped birder carried a shotgun and a game bag. 
Later, the weapons were replaced by binoculars, presumably to the relief of the birds. 
The evolutionary transformation from the armed birder to the optical birder has now 
been extended to the latest species, the wired birder. No, not the hyper-caffeinated and 
oversugared lister/ticker/twitcher; rather, the birder with the outrageous annual 
expenditure on batteries. With the proliferation of small portable electronics, and 
advances in communications, birders are more wired and connected than ever before. 
This new series of articles is intended to sort out some of the electronic gizmos 
available to birders, and their utility in various situations.

Uses for electronic devices in birding fall into various categories: 
communications, group coordination, bird finding, identification, documentation, and 
research. This first article on the wired birder addresses certain issues of 
commimication, particularly rare bird alerts and rarity reporting.

Rare Bird A lerts for Twitchers and the R est o f  Us

A standard feature in many locations around the United States has been the rare 
bird alert (RBA) telephone recording. In Massachusetts we can call one telephone 
number (888-224-6444) to hear recordings of the Eastern, Western, or Cape Cod 
RBAs. Different compilers assemble and arrange their recordings in different ways: 
for example, the Florida Statewide RBA lists only rarities, but provides detailed 
locations; the Voice of Audubon recordings in Massachusetts list rarities and many 
other species, but usually give only general locations; and Armas Hill produces long 
narratives with bird sightings, stories, and essays on the Philadelphia (and Delaware) 
Birdline. With the advances in Internet technologies and access (and work by 
dedicated volunteers), these recordings are now available from email listserves (e.g., 
BirdEast) or on the internet (see table).

Rare bird alert compilers rely on bird-sighting reports that arrive by mail, 
telephone, or email. For all their utility, even semiweekly RBAs lack the immediacy 
of first-hand reports. So how can you get the word out faster if you spot a great bird? 
What do you hope your fellow birders are doing?
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Several communication avenues have been employed in efforts to spread the 
word about rare or unusual sightings. The old days of racing off to find a pay 
telephone to call friends, or a central authority, have given way in part to the ubiquity 
of cellular telephones. For example, a couple of years ago my wife Susan called me 
from the dike at Great Meadows NWR in Concord, by cell phone, to say that she was 
enjoying a Reeve that had been reported. I was at work in Boston and emailed the 
news to the Massbird mail list before heading off to Concord — a fine confluence of 
technologies. Birders in the Newburyport area commonly telephone Bird Watcher’s 
Supply and Gift (978-462-0775) to report hot birds, and the staff there posts alerts on 
Massbird. Since more birders carry cellular telephones in their cars, or even into the 
field, we can expect more reports to be generated via this medium.

Telephone calling trees are in use in many locations: for instance, the Brookline 
Bird Club operates a telephone alert system in Eastern Massachusetts. In these 
systems each participant receiving an alert is obliged to call several specific persons 
on the list to pass along the message. If there are no breaks in the chain, the word gets 
out quickly. However, according to some participants, these systems have suffered in 
recent years with the growing popularity of email lists. For those on email lists, like 
Massbird, notification of hundreds or thousands of subscribers can occur nearly 
simultaneously, as long as someone can get the word out, and as long as subscribers 
are paying attention to their mailboxes.

Email lists are a growing phenomenon in the United States. Nearly every state 
has one or more lists, and there are many national and international lists. Email 
messages are sent to a central address and then automatically routed to all subscribers. 
Some of these lists are primarily for alerts or RBAs (e.g., the BirdEast, BirdWest, and 
BirdCtr lists from the National Bird Hotline Cooperative, NBHC) and so have 
restrictions on who can post messages; some are for chatting or discussing fine points 
of identification or some such topic (e.g., BirdChat, IDFrontiers, or BirdBand) and are 
open to all subscribers. In Massachusetts, Massbird serves as a chat and alert list. 
Sightings, notices, comments, and data are all distributed over the Massbird list. For 
links to the email listserves of other states, see the Real Birds section of the Virtual 
Birder online magazine, a tremendous resource. Most of these mail lists provide the 
option of digests, meaning that all of the traffic from one day is mailed as one 
message. This option is useful if you have restrictions on the number of messages you 
can receive. During spring migration, Massbird can generate fifty messages per day.

Many geographic localities have central clearinghouses for sighting information. 
In central Massachusetts, Rick Quimby has set up a website called the Central Mass 
Bird Update to post sightings, coimts, and surveys, mostly from Worcester County. 
This localized resource is a boon to the region, and certainly worth a look for visiting 
birders.

In several European countries, pagers constitute a common means of receiving 
bird alerts. There is the B om bevarsler ’n in Norway, and the p iep erg ro ep  2 0 0 0  in the 
Netherlands, but possibly the most elaborate is the commercial Birdnet Rare Bird 
Paging Service in the United Kingdom. For under £200 per year, you can rent an
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alphanumeric, graphic pager, and receive of all the bird news and alerts. According to 
the Birdnet website, the service delivered 53 messages on January 19, 2000, including 
one m ega  alert (Sora Rail in Devon). A typical message might mn: “(76) (10:02) *W 
YORKS LITTLE BUNTING SHEPLEY IN HAWTHORN BY JOSS LN PARKING 
AREA 8.45-9.15AM.BN.”

Of course, the twitchers of the United Kingdom are famously in a different league 
from most ardent birders elsewhere. The closest thing to a national alert system now 
available in the United States is probably the subscription bird alert system NARBA 
(North American Rare Bird Alert, a nonprofit service sponsored by the Houston 
Audubon Society). For a fee, subscribers to NARBA can call for a tape recording of 
recent rare bird sightings and directions, or access the same information over the 
Internet. NARBA also has three “We Call You” services: North American First 
Records, Occasional Birds, or Accidental Birds. For the latter two services, 
subscribers designate wanted species, and NARBA staffers call to tell them when and 
where the birds are reported (oh yes, NARBA does take pager numbers). These “We 
Call You” services are available at additional cost.

At present, email lists provide the most widely available and lowest cost bird 
alert system. Of course, the sender needs to get to a computer to get the word out, and 
everyone else needs to be sitting at a computer in order to get the news. At least, that 
is how it used to be. Right now, it is possible, albeit expensive, to send and receive 
email from the field or nearly anywhere else using wireless technology. Wireless 
modem service is widely available in New England and in other heavily urbanized 
areas in the United States. So just drag along your laptop computer on your next hike 
out to Race Point in Provincetown, MA; maybe you will find an Ancient Murrelet.

If a laptop sounds too cimibersome, there are other options for wireless email. 
Handheld computers (mnning the Palm operating system, e.g.. Palm VII; or the 
Windows CE/Pocket PC system, e.g., Hewlet-Packard Jornada) are capable of sending 
and receiving email, and even of limited web surfing, via wireless modem service (or 
via a modem connected to a wireless telephone). These instruments are pocket-sized, 
reducing the weight and bulk considerably from the laptop class, although they have 
much more limited screen displays.

Finally, why not combine wireless email service (and limited web browsing) with 
cellular telephony and use one of the digital cellular phone services that include these 
advanced features? The combination of a telephone, email server, and web browser in 
one handheld device is the wave of the future. Right now, the upshot of these new 
technologies is that we can send and receive alerts while in the field, using equipment 
less bulky and lighter than a good field guide. Drawbacks? Well, digital wireless 
coverage is spotty, and you may not always be able to coimect, even in areas 
supposedly covered. If you are out in the boondocks, you are probably out of luck. In 
addition, all of the wireless data services are much slower than modem landline 
modem connections, and a lot more expensive. As is always the case with useful 
technologies, prices will drop, and speeds will rise with time.
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Location, location, location

Okay, you found a great bird, and you can get the word out, but how do you 
describe the spot? Well, you could give a street address, if applicable, or you could 
give directions in terms of distance from a well-recognized or describable location 
(e.g., 100 yards past the guardhouse on Christopher Clark Road in Mount Tom State 
Reservation, Easthampton, MA). Or you could report the map coordinates from a 
widely used map (Florida RBAs list coordinates from the state DeLorme atlas). Really 
though, these are old school alternatives, and you are a wired birder. So you whip out 
your trusty GPS (Global Positioning System) receiver and report the coordinates. 
Theoretically, any other GPS-equipped birder could find the same location with 
relative ease and accuracy.

Portable GPS imits have become smaller (pocket-sized), less expensive (quite 
functional units for less than $200), and with the easing of government restrictions 
this year, more accurate. One of the earlier drawbacks to commercial GPS was the 
deliberate coding errors (SA or Selective Accuracy) introduced by the Federal 
Govermnent for security reasons. The degradation of the system ended this year. Tests 
by the United States National Geodetic Survey indicate that removal of SA increased 
precision by tenfold (with SA, 95 percent of plotted data fell within 44.2 meters of the 
correct location; after SA was eliminated, 95 percent fell within 4.1 meters), and now 
a properly initialized and calibrated GPS unit is capable of accuracy within a few 
meters. GPS receivers work by triangulating on satellites (up to 12) to determine 
latitude, longitude, and elevation. Many models provide tracking displays, showing 
bearings to known locations, headings for routes, storage of positions, distances 
traveled, and time/distance calculations. Some models have computer interfaces that 
allow display of routes using mapping software. These features make them 
particularly useful for Christmas Bird Counts, Breeding Bird Surveys, and other field 
studies, as well as for locating rarities.

At present some handheld and vehicle-mounted GPS units have moving map 
displays, allowing for continuous monitoring of location (and upcoming side streets 
and turns and gas stations, etc.), but detailed maps are available only for some cities 
and interstate highways. Zoomable topographic maps are available from certain 
manufacturers, but the quality and functionality of the maps on the relatively tiny 
screens on GPS imits do not match USGS topographic paper maps or the scanned 
computer versions.

Some caveats worth noting are that GPS units are not compasses, nor are they 
particularly useful as altimeters in mountainous terrain. GPS signals are degraded by 
heavy cover (in deep woods) and by atmospherics (wind, rain, and snow). Never rely 
on only one navigation aid. Everything you ever wanted to know about GPS, and 
much more, is available on line a t Joe  M ehaffey an d  Jack  Yeazel's G P S  Inform ation  
W ebsite. Stephen Ingraham recently published an excellent article on the use of GPS 
for birding {Binding 32 (1): 77-79, 2000).
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No matter whether you chase rarities, are a twitcher’s twitcher, or just monitor 
the latest bird report in the newspaper, the notion of rare birds and their pursuit is 
strangely compelling. Good luck. ^

L inks to web sites m entioned in this article

Rare Bird Alerts for 
North America

http://listserv.arizona.edu/lsv/www.index.html
http://www.virtualbirder.com/vbirder/realbirds/index.html

RBA telephone list http://americanbirding.org/publications/wgrbaadd.htm

Brookline Bird Club http://massbird.org/BBC/

Massbird mail list
Archive at:
http://www.virtualbirder.com/bmail/massbird/latest.html
Subscribe at: http://massbird.org/massbird.htm
Also see: http://www-stat.wharton.upenn.edu/~siler/birdmail.html

Bird East, West, Ctr 
BirdChat, IDFrontiers, 
BirdBand

http ://listserv. arizona. edu/lsv/www. index .html

The Virtual Birder http://www.virtualbirder.com/

Birding listserves http.V/americanbirding.org/resources/reschat.htm

Central Mass Bird Update http://www.wpi.edu/~rsquimby/birds/

Birdnet Ltd. http://www.birdnet.ltd.uk/pagers.html

NARBA http://www.narba.org

Palm Computing http://www.palm.com

Windows CE 
Pocket PC

http://www.microsoft.com/mobile/

Joe Mehaffey and Jack 
Yeazel's GPS Information 
Website

http://joe.mehaffey.com/

David M. Larson is the Production Editor for Bird Observer. In the remainder of his time he 
builds web sites (http://larsonweb.org) and plays with his digital camera. He has been rumored 
to be a professor at Boston University School of Medicine.
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Tricolored Herons and Great Egrets Use Double- 
crested Cormorants as Beaters While Foraging
William E. Davis, Jr.

Many animals follow other animals described as beaters, and capture prey 
disturbed by them. Various species of herons have been observed using beaters, 
including Eastern Reef Herons using predatory fish (Recher and Recher 1969), 
Snowy Egrets using grebes (Leek 1971), Snowy and Great egrets using mergansers 
and cormorants (Christman 1957), White-faced Herons using Australian White Ibises 
(Davis 1985), and, of course. Cattle Egrets using cattle, tractors, elephants, 
hippopotamuses, and rhinoceroses (Telfair 1994). The only reference to Tricolored 
Herons using beaters was Parks and Dressier (1963), who reported Snowy Egrets and 
a Tricolored Heron using Hooded Mergansers as beaters. Furthermore, the definitive 
account of Tricolored Herons (Frederick 1997) states “...not reported to benefit 
greatly from piracy, beating, or other social interactions.” Hence, my observations of 
Tricolored Herons using Double-crested Cormorants as beaters may be of some 
interest.

On March 11, 1999,1 was watching a Tricolored Heron walking along the edge 
of a ten-meter-wide water impoundment along Cross Dike Trail at J.N. ‘Ding’
Darling National Wildlife Refuge on Sanibel Island, Florida. The bird suddenly 
stopped and flew to the other side of the impoundment to the shoreline of dense 
mangroves. It landed at the water’s edge, near an actively foraging Double-crested 
Cormorant. The cormorant was swimming along the shoreline, partially submerged, 
and as it moved along the shore, the heron followed it by walking rapidly. When the 
heron fell behind, it made short flights to catch up. The heron occasionally attacked 
prey, presumably stirred up by the foraging cormorant. My impression was that the 
heron was using the cormorant as a “beater” for scaring up prey. This idea became 
more plausible when the cormorant reversed its direction, and the heron immediately 
followed. After swimming about three meters, the cormorant again reversed its 
direction, and again the heron followed. This zigzag pattern was repeated a second 
time during the approximately 1.5 minutes that the heron followed the cormorant. 
During this time the heron had made three flights of up to three meters to keep up 
with the cormorant, and made at least seven prey capture attempts. The heron was 
typically no more than a meter from the cormorant, which stayed close to the 
mangrove shoreline. The session ended when the cormorant left the water and 
perched on a mangrove root. The heron then moved away, still foraging.

Approximately twenty minutes later, on the water impoundment on the other side 
of the dike, two cormorants foraged in shallow water. A Tricolored Heron (perhaps 
the same bird) and a Great Egret attempted to follow the two rapidly moving 
cormorants. The heron apparently gave up the chase, but the Great Egret was more 
persistent, and made at least three short flights, including one across the 
approximately ten-meter-wide water body, to keep up with the cormorants. The Great
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Figure I. Photographs by the author

Egret stopped foraging when the cormorants moved into the deeper water away from 
the mangroves, but it again became very active, making several strikes at prey, when 
the cormorants came within a meter. This behavior pattern suggests that the Great 
Egret was also using the cormorants as beaters.

A year later, on March 3, 2000,1 was on the same trail, and at 10:08 I 
encountered a Tricolored Heron (possibly the same individual) using a foraging 
Double-crested Cormorant as a beater. The location was identical to the previous 
year’s encounter, with the cormorant in shallow water and the Tricolored Heron 
within three feet of it. The cormorant was swimming and diving, causing the water to

swirl aroimd it, and was constantly 
reversing directions. The heron shuffled 
back and forth, following the 
cormorant’s movements. The cormorant 
then proceeded to swim along the dike 
toward the road, and the heron followed. 
After about seven meters the cormorant 
swam across to the near shore, and the 
heron flew across the eight-meter-wide 
channel to join it. The cormorant then 
swam rapidly along the shore, and the 
heron followed, making long strides to 

keep up with the cormorant. The cormorant reached a bend in the channel and began 
coursing back and forth in approximately eight-foot lines. The heron followed, and 
each time the cormorant turned, the heron followed (Figure 1).

This activity went on for about thirty seconds before the cormorant again swam 
rapidly along the bank toward the road, the heron following, until they encountered a 
two-meter-diameter island of mangroves. The cormorant went on one side of the 
mangroves, the heron the other. The 
heron waited and looked in the direction 
of the cormorant, which had reversed its 
direction and reappeared heading back up 
the channel. The heron followed (Figure 
2). The cormorant again reversed 
direction and disappeared behind the 
mangrove while the heron again went to 
the opposite side of the mangrove, and 
the peekaboo was repeated, except that 
the cormorant reappeared this time 
swimming toward the road. The heron at
this point had been following the cormorant for a distance of 140 meters from the 
area of my initial observation. The heron followed the cormorant for another eighty 
meters to the place where the chaimel went under the road through a large culvert.
The cormorant swam to the far side of the fifteen-meter channel, and the heron 
followed it, and then came back across the channel when the cormorant swam back to
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the near shore. At 10:19 the heron flew off and landed beside another foraging 
cormorant.

At this point I ended my observations. During the sequence the heron made at 
least six prey capture attempts, one of which was within 0.3 meters of the cormorant. 
My view was partially obscured by mangroves on several occasions as I followed the 
birds along the shore, and I was occupied taking photographs (Figures 1 and 2) for 
about a minute. Hence I do not have a complete account of the munber of prey strikes 
the heron made, or the number of successful prey captures.

Using beaters is a rare foraging behavior for Tricolored Herons. This suggests to 
me that either the observations I made of this behavior in successive years were of the 
same bird, or that herons learn the foraging technique from the occasional heron that 
practices it.
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YARD BIRDS

Coming to New England from the farmlands of Pennsylvania, I knew that my 
new home had one serious requirement — a view. In January 1989 we moved to a 
hilltop home in Maynard. From the front doorstep the view extends 180 degrees over 
the towns of Stow, Maynard, and Sudbury. The backyard is small and ends with a 
beautiful rock wall and woodland now owned by the wildlife service, recently 
acquired from the government. My yard list encompasses anything I can see or hear 
from my property.

Arriving in winter, I promptly set up a feeder and suet log. The usual winter 
crowd of chickadees, titmice. White-breasted Nuthatches, and Downy Woodpeckers 
appeared and, to my delight. Golden-crowned Kinglets, Hairy Woodpeckers, and Red
breasted Nuthatches. New places always bring surprises. Gazing from my kitchen 
window one April morning, I was astounded to see a pair of Wood Ducks nestled next 
to each other on the branch of a huge white pine tree.

My main birding experience had been hawk watching, and I looked forward to 
autumn with anticipation. Hours spent searching the sky brought its rewards. On 
September 18, 1999,1 counted 484 Broadwing Hawks (best day ever), 3 Merlins, 1 
Peregrine, and 1 Bald Eagle along with 135 Monarch Butterflies. My favorite species 
seen yearly are goshawk. Peregrine Falcon, and Bald Eagle. Even nonbirding 
neighbors can see eagles — they’re BIG — but have trouble with those high-flying 
Broadwings. I’m sure it does look strange to see me staring up at a clear blue sky at 
nothing, and counting out loud. While playing basketball with my son in the driveway 
that first fall, we looked up just as an immature Golden Eagle soared directly over our 
heads slightly above rooftop level. How was I to know it would be ten long years 
before I saw another one from my yard? My Golden Eagle count still stands at two. 
The extensive woodland edging the backyard yields special species like bobwhite, 
turkeys, singing Wood Thrushes, and a calling Whip-poor-will. The Great Homed 
Owl that landed on the rooftop, talons clicking on the shingles, and hooting loudly, 
will never be forgotten.

Each season brings its own share of wonderful birds. During spring migration I 
have seen a male Mourning Warbler (once). Indigo Buntings, Orchard Orioles, and 
Olive-sided Flycatchers. Last summer, after six years of waiting for them. Ruby- 
throated Hummingbirds found my sugar-water feeders and stayed all summer. 
Common Nighthawks migrate in late August, and 1998 was a baimer year — 2,026 
were counted from August 15-31. A male “Oregon” Junco spent the winter of 
1997-1998 among my crowd of feeder birds. Redpolls, Pine Siskins, and Evening 
Grosbeaks visit the feeding station in winter, and occasionally a Northern Shrike, too. 
In January 1994, 31 Bohemian Waxwings descended on a fhiited tree, feeding and 
calling musically. Over 130 species of birds have visited or been seen from my yard. I 
am keeping a close watch; who knows what will appear next?

Linda Nachtrab 
Maynard, MA
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YOUNG BIRDERS
Close Encounters of an Avian Kind

Andrew P Brissette

I have been birding off and on since the age of ten. Over the years my 
grandmother, Kathleen Anderson, has edged me toward changing birding from a 
hobby to a passion, and just recently she completed the task. What really has gotten 
me interested in birding is the raptors. I don’t know if it is just their size, or their 
amazing eyes, or their hunting instinct. It just astonishes me. My fascination with 
raptors began when I was five; since then there are four raptors in particular that I 
have come to know.

In 1992 I took a trip to Montana with my grandmother and grandfather. We were 
driving, and we saw an eagle flying by. It perched on a nearby ledge. We put the 
window scope on it, and I swear that Golden Eagle looked right into the scope 
directly into my eyes, or so I thought at the time.

Then came the Bald Eagle I got to know when my grandmother took me to see 
the release of an injured eagle that had been returned to good health. Next, during 
1998 and 1999, a pair of Red-shouldered Hawks nested in my backyard. I observed 
these birds day in and day out from my bedroom window.

And last was the Northern Goshawk. For several years my grandmother has had 
a pair of goshawks nesting in her woods. Just this May she took me out there to see 
them. After that I went back into the woods to see them on numerous occasions. I 
learned their loud kek, kek, kek  call. People had told me they were big, but you can’t 
really appreciate that until you have an experience with them as I did.

One day my grandmother told me that Bob Clem, whom I had met at the Daniel 
Webster Audubon Sanctuary, was coming to videotape the Goshawks. After he had 
put up the blind, he stayed there from 12:00 p.m. to 2 p.m. documenting the 
Goshawks’ activities. Then he brought the tape back to my grandmother’s house for 
us to see. As I watched the tape, I saw the Goshawks bring prey to their young, and 
the young bobbing up and down. I had never had such looks at goshawks before.

That same day, after Bob left, I asked, “Nana, can I go out to the blind?” But she 
said, “Oh no, you mustn’t disturb them again today. Maybe in a few days.” Well, 
those few days passed, and I asked again. She nodded and said, “Go ahead.” I had to 
be back at my house at 5 p.m. for dinner. I ran out to the blind full of excitement. As 
I made my way through the woods, I realized the goshawks hadn’t made any noise. 
What I didn’t know was that they were off hunting. I got into the blind, and I 
watched. For about ten minutes they didn’t show up. I was just taking my last look 
when in they came. I watched as they brought food for the young. I observed for 
about an hour and saw it was ten minutes before five o’clock, so I packed up to start 
home. The goshawks weren’t too happy about that.
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As soon as I opened the blind, I heard kek! kek! kek!, and down they came, both 
taking tums swooping at me. I started to mn with a stick over my head. After about 
twenty yards one of the goshawks took the stick right out of my hands. I plastered 
myself against a tree where they couldn’t see me. There was a moment of silence. I 
looked to the left, and there in the tree behind me about ten yards away was the 
female perched. I then looked to the right, and there in the tree behind me about the 
same distance away was the male. There was a mosquito biting my leg, and I moved 
to swat it. Down came the goshawks swooping in front of me, coming so close to 
hitting me with those tremendous talons. I went to grab another stick, and down they 
came again, once more being within inches of me. I was trapped.

I waited for about half an hour, trying not to move but sometimes having to, 
causing them to dive again. Every once in a while I would slowly poke my head out 
from behind the tree and watch these birds. They were truly spectacular. Then I 
looked at my watch, and it was 5:20.1 knew I was in trouble. At last I heard my 
grandmother calling “Andrew. Andrew, Andrew. It’s after five.” I said, “Nana, I’m out 
here. The goshawks won’t let me leave.” She said, “Pick up a stick.” I replied, “They 
took my stick.” Then she came through the trees to get me. We made our way back, 
and all the birds did was scream. I guess one boy looked easier to pick off than two 
people, one an adult.

That surely was the best and most awesome look at a bird in the wild that I have 
ever experienced. It was really a special thing for me, but at the same time I couldn’t 
have been more scared. ^

This photograph of Andrew and his 
grandmother was taken at the Sachuest Point 
National Wildlife Refuge in Middletown, Rhode 
Island, on a South Shore Bird Club trip.

Andrew P. Brissette, thirteen, is in the 
eighth grade at the John T. Nichols Middle 
School in Middleborough. He plays defense 
for the Bay State Clippers in the 
Massachusetts Premier Soccer League and 
is a member of the South Shore Bird Club. 
Between school and soccer practice, he 
finds time for birding in the woods around 
his home and with the South Shore Bird 
Club.
Editor's note: The February issue o/Bird 
Observer will feature an article by 
Andrew's grandmother, Kathleen Anderson, 
on the past fifty years of observing birds 
and other wildlife in her very special back 
yard at Wolf Trap Hill.
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The Benefits of Bird Banding
Yelena Samsonenko

To many birders, spring and fall migration mean many hours spent in the field, 
rare bird alerts, and much more. But for some birders and researchers, the main focus 
of seasonal migration is bird banding. Banding is a way to study birds that involves 
placing an aluminum ring on a bird’s leg; the ring, or band, bears an address and 
serial number that allows the bird to be easily identified if it is found again.

In order for a bird to be banded, it first has to be caught. The most common and 
effective (and virtually harmless) method of capturing birds is with mist nets, very 
thin and fine nets. “Mist nets are often used near foliage, where the netting is nearly 
invisible against the backdrop of leaves. Birds moving through the foliage can not see 
the mist netting until it is too late to avoid hitting it” (Lynch and Proctor 1993, p.
288). The entangled bird is then carefully removed by a bander, placed into a cloth 
bag to keep the bird safe, and taken to a nearby banding station where it will be 
studied and banded. “Before releasing the bird, the bander enters in a notebook: the 
species of bird, serial number of its band, place and date of banding, the bird’s age, 
sex, whether a bird of the year or an adult, and perhaps other information like eye 
color, general health condition, or stage and condition of its molt” (Terres 1996, p.
56). It is then released unharmed.

The reason why bird banding is so 
beneficial and important for research is 
because birds can be studied as individuals.
For example, a Yellow-mmped Warbler flitting 
in the trees is not just another “Myrtle”
Warbler. It is a unique individual, with its own 
behaviors and life style. Bird banding is 
effective because it picks out individual birds 
and focuses on studying their lives more 
intensely. This opens a great variety of 
opportunities for birders and researchers to 
leam more about the lives of all birds.

One of the most important aspects of 
birds’ lives, studied in great detail through 
banding, is migration. Through banding, the routes taken by birds during migration 
and the specific times of these movements can be determined. The movements of an 
individual bird can be traced if it is captured and reported to a banding laboratory 
repeatedly. It was learned through banding, for instance, that the Arctic Tern makes an 
annual round trip of about 22,000 miles — the longest migration of any bird species 
in the world. Recaptures, too, help to locate wintering and breeding grounds for some 
species.

Banding also helps researchers study birds’ life spans and survival rates. Banders 
can often estimate the age of a bird quite accurately based on its plumage, especially

Yellow-rumped Warbler, by the author
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if it is a bird in its first year of life. If a bird is banded today, and it is recaptured three 
years from now, researchers know that it is at least three years old. Banding has found 
that some songbirds can live ten years or longer and that Laysan Albatrosses can 
survive forty to fifty years. The survival rates of certain species can also be 
determined. For example, birds banded in their ideal environment and birds banded in 
an environment affected by pollution, oil spills, and other alterations can be compared 
and their survival rates determined. This information can be very valuable, since it 
brings awareness to people about the importance of protecting our environment and 
the wildlife in it.

The numerous behaviors that birds exhibit can be studied with the help of 
banding. By banding a bird on its breeding grounds with distinctive colored bands, in 
addition to the aluminum band, researchers can recognize individual birds and study 
them without handling them again and again. Territorial and reproductive behaviors, 
such as the ability to protect a territory, interaction with other birds, displays, 
attraction of mates, nest building, and the rearing of young are a few among the many 
important behaviors that can be studied and recorded. Such behaviors are essential to 
the survival of a species, and the study of these behaviors, with the help of banding, 
provides information that helps people learn how to better protect certain species. 
Migration, longevity, survival rates, and behaviors are only a few of the many 
important things that can be learned about the lives of birds through banding.

The wealth of data gathered through banding is also useful in studying the 
changing populations and productivity of birds. Various diseases and ailments that 
birds contract and spread can be identified and prevented. The ecosystems that birds 
inhabit and how they interact with these surroundings can be studied intensely with 
the help of banding. Hopefully, the great amount of information that is gained through 
the practice of banding will lead people to a greater 
awareness of the natural world and the need to protect the 
birds that inhabit our one and only Earth, -if
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Yelena Samsonenko, fifteen, birds, writes, and draws in Stafford 
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FIELD NOTES
Ring-billed Gull Piracy of Bufflehead

Mark Lynch

While leading a field trip to some of the coastal ponds of South Falmouth on 
November 21, 1999, one of the participants directed our attention to a singular sight. 
An adult winter Ring-billed Gull (Larus delaw arensis) was harassing a drake 
Bufflehead {B ucephala a lbeo la ). There was a small flock of Bufflehead actively 
feeding in a brackish coastal pond. When one drake surfaced, the gull began pecking 
at it, and eventually the Bufflehead took wing. As the duck flew rapidly over the 
pond, it was closely pursued by the Ring-billed Gull. No matter which way the duck 
flew, the gull followed relentlessly. The pair zipped back and forth, and eventually the 
duck dropped something, and the gull wheeled quickly to the surface to get the 
morsel. As the duck was flying, we could not see anything in its mouth, so we are not 
sure whether the gull simply caused the duck to drop something or regurgitate.

After this incident, we began to notice that in four different ponds, we saw Ring
billed Gulls harassing Buffieheads for food. Most often the gulls would swim among 
feeding flocks of Bufflehead, and when a duck surfaced, a gull would either attempt 
to grab something from the duck or peck at the duck’s head, it was difficult to 
determine which. This behavior was common and just between these two species. We 
witnessed it only on the coastal tidal ponds of Southern Falmouth, although we did 
observe flocks of Bufflehead on other ponds farther inland. The behavior was so 
common that the trip participants commented on its frequency. Other species of ducks 
were present in these same ponds including scaup. Common Goldeneyes (in small 
numbers). Hooded Mergansers, and large numbers of feeding Red-Breasted 
Mergansers. Other gull species present nearby included Herring and Great Black- 
backed gulls. Small flocks of Bonaparte’s Gulls were also seen feeding on the ponds. 
We witnessed this piracy only between Buffieheads and Ring-billed Gulls.

Kleptoparasitism, also called “piracy, robbing or food parasitism, is the deliberate 
stealing by one animal of food which has already been captured by another” (Furness 
1987, p. 160). Although many of us in the northeast know that the larger gulls 
(Glaucous, Great Black-backed, and Herring) are accomplished pirates, I caimot 
remember seeing kleptoparasitism being performed so consistently between two 
species in several areas on the same day. My guess is that whatever specific food the 
Buffieheads were diving for was also of great interest to the Ring-billed Gulls. 
Buffieheads and goldeneyes consume a good deal of animal prey: “As much as eighty 
percent of their diet consists of animal prey which includes aquatic insects and their 
larvae, spiders, earthworms, leeches, cmstaceans, echinoderms, mollusks, tadpoles, 
amphibians, small fish and even water shrews” (Todd 1996, p. 410). The fact that we 
witnessed this behavior in coastal tidal brackish ponds narrows the above-mentioned 
list of possible food items that the Buffieheads were taking. Ring-billed Gulls have 
been reported to take a number of food items including fish, fiddler crabs, and
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specifically ragwoims from Maine tidal flats. Kleptoparasitism has been reported in 
Ring-billed Gulls (del Hoyo et al., p. 604), but so far I have come across no 
references to such consistent piracy of Buffleheads.
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101^  ̂Christmas Bird Count
Birders of all skill levels are encouraged to participate in the 101st CHRISTMAS 

BIRD COUNT, sponsored by the National Audubon Society and Cornell Laboratory 
of Ornithology. Thirty-three count circles are located entirely or partly within 
Massachusetts. Dates for some counts were not available for inclusion in this list. If 
you want to participate in a count, please make contact with the compilers at least 
one week before it takes place.

Andover (Sat. 12/16/2000)
Compiler, Lou Wagner 
781-259-9506 ext. 7263 (Lincoln) 
lwagner@massaudubon.org

Athol (Sat. 12/16/2000)
Compiler, David Small 
978-249-2094 (Athol) 
dhsmall@gis.net

Buzzards Bay (Sat. 12/16/2000)
Compiler, Richard Harlow 
508-748-1297 (Marion) 
raharlow@mediaone.net

Cape Ann (Snn. 12/17/2000)
Compiler, Barbara Volkle 
508-393-9251 (Northboro) 
barb620@world.std.com

Cape Cod (Sun. 12/17/2000)
Compiler, Blair Nikula 
508-432-6348 (Harwich) 
odenews@capecod.net

Central Berkshire (Sun. 12/17/2000)
Compiler, Dr. Edwin Neumuth 
413-623-5447 (Washington) 
ejneumuth@juno.com

Cobble Mountain (Westfield) (Sat. 
12/23/2000)
Compiler, Seth Kellogg 
413-569-3335 (Southwick) 
skhawk@mediaone.net

Concord (Sat. 12/30/2000)
Compiler, Henry Norwood 
508-358-7524 (Wayland) 
HankN583@aol.com

Greater Boston (Sun. 12/17/2000)
Compiler, Robert Stymeist 
617-926-3603 (Watertown) 
rstymeist@juno.com

Greenfield (Sun. 12/31/2000)
Compiler, Mark Fairbrother 
413-367 2695 (Montague Center) 
mfairbro@kl2.nsm.umass.edu

Marshfield (So. Scituate, Marshfield, 
Duxbury, Gurnet) (Sat. 12/23/2000)
Compilers, Warren Harrington 
781-834-3216 (Marshfield) 
wharrington@townofhiarshfield.org 
David Clapp
781-837-9400 (Marshfield)

Martha’s Vineyard (Thur. 12/28/2000) 
Compiler, Robert Culbert 
508-693-4908 (Vineyard Haven) 
wrculbert@islanderis .net

Mid-Cape Cod (Tue. 12/26/2000)
Compiler, Peter Trimble 
508-477-3847 (Mashpee) 
merlin@capecod.net

Minis (Sat. 12/16/2000)
Compiler, Elissa Landre 
508-655-2296 (Natick) 
elandre@massaudubon.org
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Nantucket (Sun. 12/31/2000)
Compiler, Edith Andrews 
508-228-9529 (Nantucket) 
efa@nantucket.net

New Bedford (Sat. 12/30/2000)
Compiler, Michael Boucher 
508-990-3910 (Dartmouth) 
britmm@j uno. com

Newburyport (Tues. 12/26/2000) 
Compiler, Tom Young 
603-424-4512 (Merrimack, NH) 
tomyoung44@aol.com

Newport County, RI - Westport, MA 
(Sat. 12/16/2000)
Compiler, David Emerson 
508-822-7430 (Taunton)

Northampton (Sun. 12/17/2000)
Compilers, Jan Ortiz 
413-549-1768 (Amherst) 
jtortiz@aol.com 
Mary Alice Wilson 
413-548-9078 (Amherst) 
mwilson@k 12s .phast.umass.edu

Northern Berkshire (Sat. 12/16/2000)
Compiler, Pamela Weatherbee
413-458-3538
pamweath@bcn.net

Plymouth (N.A.)
Compiler, Trevor Lloyd-Evans 
508-224-6521 (Manomet) 
tlloyd-evans@manomet.org

Quabbin (Sat. 12/30/2000)
Compiler, Scott Sumer 
413-253-7486 (Belchertown) 
ssumer@aol.com

Quincy (Sat. 12/16/2000)
Compilers, Glenn d’Entremont 
781-344-5857 (Stoughton) 
gdentremont@j uno .com 
Patricia O’Neill 
617-696-0831 (Milton) 
poneill@cpcs 1 .cpc.state.ma.us

Southern Berkshire (Mon. 1/1/2001) 
Compiler, Rene Laubach 
413-637-0320 (Lenox) 
berkshires@massaudubon.org

Springfield (Sat. 12/16/2000)
Compiler, Bmce Kindseth
860-745-9593
kindsebr@aol.com

Stellwagen Bank (Sat. 12/16/2000)
Compiler, Simon Perkins 
781-259-9506 ext. 7403 (Lincoln)

Sturbridge (Thurs. 12/14/2000) 
Compiler, Mark Lynch 
508-799-9343 (Worcester) 
moalynch@aol.com

Taunton-Middleboro (Sat. 12/30/2000) 
Compiler, Russ Titus 
508-265-7050 (Stoughton) 
rct6@comell.edu

Truro (Tue. 12/26/2000)
Compiler, Tom Lipsky
978-897-5429
tlip@massed.net

Tuckernuck (Fri. 12/29/2000) 
Compilers, Simon Perkins 
781-259-9506 ext. 7403 (Lincoln) 
Richard Veit
718-982-3862 (Staten Isl., NY)

Uxbridge (Sun. 12/31/2000)
Compiler, Richard Hildreth 
508-429-5085 (Holliston)

Westminster (Sat. 12/23/2000) 
Compiler, John Williams 
978-249-7831 (Phillipston) 
cwstudio@yahoo.com

Worcester (Sat. 12/16/2000)
Compiler, Francis McMenemy 
508-755-3828 (Worcester)
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HOT BIRDS
This eclipse male Garganey (right) was 
foimd by Rick Heil at Parker River 
National Wildlife Refuge. Photograph 
taken through a telescope by David 
Larson on 8/8/2000.

Twenty-four Turkey Vultures (below) 
was a high total at the Plum Island 
airport on 9/4/2000. They were 
squabbling over the remains of one very 
dead skunk. Photograph taken by David 
Larson.

rft-Sr'i »:

This year, Yellow-nosed Albatrosses
(below) have been sighted at several 
locations on the east coast, from 
Virginia to Massachusetts (2 sightings). 
It is unclear how many of these Pacific 
birds were present. This incredible 
photograph was taken by Tonya Toole 
at Reed’s Beach, NJ, on 5/23/2000, 
using a pocket camera with a 110mm 
zoom lens.

A summer immature Great Cormorant
(above) was an unusual sight on 
Bullough’s Pond in Newton in late 
August, 2000. Photograph by Diana 
Muir.

For over a week a Black-throated Gray 
Warbler (below) delighted many at Mt. 
Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge and 
Watertown. David Larson shot this image 
on a foggy morning on 10/2/2000.
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POCKET PLACES
Bennett Meadows Wildlife Management Area, 
Northfleld

Vince Yurkunas

The weather was quite mild for New Year’s Day in Massachusetts. Bare, brown 
earth and wizened, dead vegetation surrounded me as I started the millennium birding 
at Bennett Meadows Wildlife Management Area in Northfield. This spot has quickly 
become one of my favorite places because of the variety of habitats it offers: swampy 
wetlands, open cornfields, brushy edges, deciduous woodlands, and open river. A few 
hours observing here could turn up almost anything!

Proceeding through the northern edge of the cornfield toward the wetlands, I 
encountered several winter residents. It already was a good winter for Common 
Redpolls, and several of these finches helped to brighten a dark and overcast 
morning. Dark-eyed Junco, Cedar Waxwing, American Goldfinch, American Tree 
Sparrow, and Song Sparrow all were foraging, trying to survive until the spring. Even 
the Red-tailed Hawk overhead was on the hunt for its daily meal.

Hearing a large flock of blackbirds chattering in the swampy area, I made my 
way around a wooded peninsula so I might have a clearer look. Before I had a chance 
to start scanning the blackbirds, a large raptor came barreling out of the woods 
d irec tly  a t m e. I no sooner got my binoculars focused on it when the Peregrine Falcon 
swung to the left, up and over the cornfield and disappeared beyond the trees at the 
south end. Wow! What a way to start the year!

Letting the rush of adrenaline die down, I continued walking toward the 
blackbirds when another hawk came out of the woods from the same direction as the 
falcon. This bird, though, turned to the right and moved off in a more leisurely 
fashion over the swamp and adjacent trees. I have never had a better look at a 
Northern Goshawk as this magnificent forest hawk showed off his blue-gray back and 
white eye stripe. I could not help but think: What were these two powerful predators 
doing in the same spot at the same time, and were they aware of each other’s 
presence?

Really pumped up now, I could barely manage to look at the swamp full of 
blackbirds below me. The redwings I knew were there from their well-known song, 
but the twenty or so Rusty Blackbirds were an added bonus. This species had always 
been difficult to locate even during migration, so finding some in winter was quite 
rewarding.

Leaving this spectacular comer of the cornfield, I turned south along the woods, 
spotting more familiar birds such as Hairy Woodpecker, Eastern Bluebird, and 
Pileated Woodpecker. At the southern edge a small area of bmsh sometimes harbors
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sparrows, so a look was in order. Off in the distance a bird with white wing patches 
flew down to the ground and back up into a tree. Must be a mockingbird, I thought. 
Upon arriving at the location, I could not believe my luck when the bird turned out to 
be a Northern Shrike. The scalloped effect on the breast feathers was easily observed, 
and I was able to get quite close to this visitor from the north.

Turning back north along the Connecticut River which forms the eastern 
boundary of the management area, I added Common Goldeneye, Downy 
Woodpecker, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, Black-capped Chickadee, 
American Crow, Mourning Dove, and Blue Jay to the list of birds seen. Back near my 
car I was feeling pretty good about the special birds that were here for me today. Just 
then I noticed (yes, you guessed it!) another hawk perched near the top of a tree right 
behind the car. As I brought binoculars to bear, an adult Merlin became the icing on 
the proverbial cake. An excellent way to start the millennium — and you can be sure 
I will be visiting Bennett Meadows Wildlife Management Area more often!

Directions to Bennett Meadows Wildlife Management Area: From Route 2 take 
Route 63 north. At the intersection of Routes 10 and 63, make a left turn onto Route 
10 (heading west). Cross the bridge over the Connecticut River, and look for the sign 
to the area on the left side of the road. The entrance is just before the sign. Pull in, 
and drive down the short hill to the circular parking area,
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Wet their whistles”™ with animal water products
Look over our environmentally sound selection of 
baths, founts, drinkers, tanks, drippers, misters, 
faucets, waterers, water nipples, canteens.
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Free Puddles Water Newsletter.
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Wallace Bailey: The Passing of a Giant
Wayne R. Petersen

I first m et W allace B a iley  in 1958 when, as a youth o f  14 years, I participated in 
m y first M assachusetts A udubon S ociety  (M A S) Cape C od Campout. We w ere on  a 
boat trip out o f  H yannis and W allace w as one o f  the leaders. I can still rem em ber his 
im posing s ize , h is oversized  10X 60 German binoculars, and his prom inence at the 
bow  as the boat p low ed  through flocks o f  m illing shearwaters o f f  M onom oy. N ot only  
w as it m y  first p elag ic trip, it was the first tim e I ’d ever been  thrown together w ith a 
large group o f  adult birders, m ost o f  w hom  knew  far m ore about birds than 1 thought 
w as p ossib le . W allace’s d istinctive, high-pitched vo ice  w as reeling o f f  the nam es o f  
distant birds, m ost o f  w hich  to m e w ere on ly  dim  im ages in a field  guide at the tim e. 
“Cory’s Shearwata, settin on the wata!,” announced W allace in h is distinctive M aine 
accent, the initial proclam ation soon fo llow ed  by a string o f  field  marks that som ehow  
distinguished the subtly-plm naged seabird from  all the other shearwaters seen  that 
day. Spellbound, I tried to stick as c lose  as possib le to this birding giant w ith the 
oversized  binoculars in order to glean every nugget possib le about seabird field  
identification during the trip. Fortunately for m e, there w ere plenty o f  shearwaters that 
day, as w e ll as jaegers, terns, and tiny phalaropes —  all new  and unfam iliar to a w ide- 
eyed  youth on  his first pelagic trip.

O n the day that fo llow ed , the Campout group headed for Morris Island and 
M onom oy. I recall seeing m y first Cape M ay Warbler w hile standing in W allace’s 
shadow, and later, w atching in aw e as he deftly p icked out the m any shorebird species  
assem bled  on  the vast M onom oy flats that morning. H e w as like a birding P ied  Piper 
as he strode across the sand, an eager band o f  fo llow ers trailing dutifully behind. 
D uring periodic stops, W allace w ould graciously point out som e distant treasure —  a 
flock  o f  rare H udsonian G odw its extracting sm all clam s from  the sand, a line o f  
drilling dow itchers, and a dancing W ilson ’s Phalarope —  all lifers for a b oy  w hose  
previous birding experiences had primarily focused  on the birds o f  w oodlands and 
fields near h is hom e. For m e, this w as the first o f  a long association  and friendship  
w ith W allace B a iley  —  a friendship punctuated by respect, admiration, and num erous 
laughs through the years.

W allace B a iley  w as b om  in Bangor, M aine, in 1924, although m ost o f  his 
adolescence w as spent in  Stoneham, M assachusetts. It w as in Stoneham  that W allace 
discovered  birds, and soon  his passion for things feathered w as exceeded  on ly  by  his 
life-lon g  interest in  a w illow y, out-going branette nam ed Priscilla H ale —  the love  o f  
his life w ho rem ained h is partner until his untim ely passing on  Septem ber 20 , 2000. 
A s a young m an W allace worked as a trouble-shooter for W estinghouse Electric —  a 
jo b  for w h ich  he w as ideally  suited g iven  h is exceptional creativity and m echanical 
ability. It w as during the W estinghouse years that W allace began carrying a “little 
black bird b ook ” —  a book  that was to be the genesis o f  his first publication.

Ever creative, it w as during the post-W orld War II years that W allace decided to 
purchase a “duck” —  an am phibious military surplus vehicle. W hat better w ay to 
reach prim e birding areas, such as Crane B each in Ipsw ich or M onom oy Island on  
Cape C od? W ith his little black bird book for keeping records and his am phibious
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duck to help  h im  reach prim e, yet inaccessib le birding areas, W allace began  
system atically  gathering information and records about the status o f  birds in the 
C om m onw ealth. The years fo llow ing  the war were critical in  galvan izing W allace’s 
understanding and appreciation o f  M assachusetts bird life, and w ith  P riscilla’s literary 
sk ill as a backup, in  1955 he com pleted  his first publication. Birds in Massachusetts 
—  When and Where to Find Them. This m odest volum e for the first tim e in the 
venerable history o f  M assachusetts ornithology provided B ay State birders w ith  
precisely  the inform ation they needed in  order to put their field  observations into an 
historical context, and guided them  in their pursuit o f  birds throughout the 
C om m onw ealth. This book, subsequent publications not w ithstanding, is practically as 
valuable in  the year 2000  as it w as the day it w as published.

Ruth Emery, the original V oice o f  A udubon at the M A S, described young W allace 
B ailey  as “alw ays appearing som ew hat uneasy and look ing too b ig  for h is c loth es,” 
hardly surprising considering his gangly, 6 ’6” stature and his som etim es retiring 
personality. D esp ite his occasional reticence, W allace had a m arvelous sense o f  humor 
and w as a g ifted  field  ornithologist w hose contributions to M assachusetts ornithology  
w ere considerable. In addition to adding W andering Tattler and C assin ’s K ingbird to 
an already im pressive M assachusetts state bird list, W allace’s m any d iscoveries o f  rare 
and unusual birds, especia lly  on Cape Cod and at h is b eloved  M onom oy, filled  the 
record books for m ore than h a lf a century. B esid es h is birding accom plishm ents, two  
additional publications appeared during his tenure at M A S —  Birds of the Cape Cod 
National Seashore (1968) and Monomoy Wilderness (1972). For m any birders active 
today, how ever, his d iscovery that Cape C od B ay can provide a treasure trove for rare 
and unusual seabirds fo llow ing severe northeasterly storms w ill p ossib ly  stand as one 
o f  his m ost enduring legacies.

In 1959 A llen  H. Morgan, M A S Executive V ice President, invited  W allace B ailey  
to assum e directorship o f  the S ocie ty ’s recently acquired W ellfleet B ay W ild life  
Sanctuary. W allace’s m echanical ability, com bined with his passion  for coastal birds, 
m ade h im  a natural for the job. A m ong his m ost important contributions during those 
early years on  Cape C od w as the establishm ent o f  beach buggy w ild life  tours (an 
activity no longer sanctioned by M A S, but perfectly appropriate in their day) on  
N auset B each  and M onom oy N ational W ildlife R efuge. W ith the developm ent o f  the 
beach b uggy w ild life tours, m any hundreds o f  peop le w ere introduced to W allace’s 
birding sk ill, along w ith the know ledge that he had garnered from  years o f  watching  
shorebirds on Cape Cod.

A lm ost as significant as the beach buggy w ild life tours w as W allace’s institution  
o f  hiring sum m er interns to run these popular coastal birding trips. Through the years 
this corps o f  youthful summ er naturalists spawned som e o f  the keenest field  
ornithologists in  N ew  England during the last h a lf century. Familiar nam es such as 
Brad B lodget, Richard Forster, Brian Harrington, R ick  H eil, B lair N ikula, K im berly  
Smith, and Vernon Laux are but a few  o f  W allace B a iley ’s alumni. A ll o f  these 
lum inaries, including the author, have an im m ense sense o f  gratitude to W allace 
B ailey  for g iv ing them  the opportunity to experience Cape C od during the G olden  
Years o f  the 1960s and 1970s, as w ell as to having been  privileged  to benefit from his 
know ledge, guidance, and good  humor. W allace, the birding com m unity salutes you! ^
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Wetlands, Migratory Birds, and Ecotourism Workshop
David M. Larson

O n O ctober 2 4 -2 5 , 2000 , a m ost extraordinary conference w as held  in E ssex  
County, M A . A pproxim ately eighty representatives from  state and federal 
governm ents, conservation and environm ental organizations, and resorts and reserves 
m et in  a concerted  effort to advance w etland and m igratory bird conservation by  
engaging academ ic and regulatory agencies w ith com m ercial and local governm ental 
concerns.

The W etlands, M igratory Birds, & Ecotourism  W orkshop w as organized by the 
Institute for W etland S cience and Public P o licy  o f  the A ssociation  o f  State W etland  
M anagers (A SW M ). This workshop w as the continuation o f  a series o f  m eetings that 
began  in  1989 in  the Yucatan. The m ost remarkable aspect o f  this w orkshop w as its 
scope -  a m ore am bitious agenda is hard to im agine.

W hile the ranks o f  birders, w etland managers, and ecotourism  experts increase, 
lo ss  o f  w etlands and m igratory bird habitats continues at an alarming rate. This 
conference w as designed  to connect these groups, fostering mutual support. The goals 
o f  the m eeting w ere to help protect and restore m igratory birds and w etland habitat, to 
build netw orks, to exchange how -to information, to facilitate on-the-ground projects, 
and to provide a context for follow -up  on  pressing item s, such as the G u lf o f  M aine 
initiative.

O n T uesday in  New buryport the conference featured an im passioned and 
persuasive lecture by Ted Eubanks, President o f  Fermata, Inc. (w w w .ferm atainc.com ). 
Fermata has b een  at the forefront o f  efforts to develop  rational, econom ically-viab le  
conservation  initiatives, such as The Great Texas C oastal Birding Trail. O f critical 
im portance, according to Ted, is the developm ent o f  local initiative and support for an 
ecotourism /conservation  effort. A bsent such an agreem ent, projects are doom ed to 
failure. W ith agreem ent, and careful planning and developm ent, both nature and the 
local econ om y can prosper.

B ill G ette, from  the M assachusetts A udubon S ocie ty ’s Joppa Flats Education  
Center, continued the program  w ith a d iscussion  o f  ecotourists, using an 
encom passing b ig-tent approach. Like Ted, he em phasized the econom ic benefits o f  
ecotourism . In contrast, L isa M ead, M ayor o f  Newburyport, M A , focused  on the costs 
o f  conservation  and ecotourism , in  terms o f  increased traffic, infrastmcture dem ands, 
lo ss  o f  tax base, and friction w ith local residents. Her lack o f  data on econom ic  
benefits points to a n eed  for better cost-benefit analyses and better outreach from  
conservation organizations. Indeed, the need  to engage the local populace, and the 
n ecessity  for popular support for conservation initiatives w as echoed  by  m any  
speakers during the w orkshop.

One o f  the m ore engaging speakers o f  the first day w as A nne G alli from  the 
H ackensack M eadow lands D evelopm ent C om m ission. She addressed techniques for
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engaging students, teachers, and the com m unity in  w etlands conservation using the 
exam ple o f  the h ighly  successfu l M eadow lands restoration project in  northern N ew  
Jersey, as w ell as The W etlands Institute in Stone Harbor.

Jim  Corven from  M anom et Center for C onservation S ciences described the 
im portance and scope o f  the Western H em isphere Shorebird R eserve N etw ork  
(W H SR N ). W H SR N  is an organization that facilitates and coordinates the designation  
o f  critical sites used  by shorebirds, collaborative and cooperative interactions betw een  
sites, and outreach and inform ational efforts.

The first day o f  the workshop finished w ith a continuation o f  the address by Ted 
Eubanks, detailing the benefits o f  ecotourism  to the local econom y.

D ay tw o w as convened  at Castle H ill in  Ipsw ich, M A , and started w ith a 
presentation on the nuts-and-bolts o f  w etland site design  by Jon K usler from  A SW M . 
Jon, one o f  the organizers o f  the m eeting, spoke about the design  o f  the 
visitor/w etland interface, including the layout o f  boardwalks, the location  o f  parking 
lots, and the im portance o f  toilet facilities.

F ollow ing  Jon’s address, tw o concurrent sessions addressed “B uild ing  
C om m unity Partnerships” and “Build ing International Birding, W etlands, & Shorebird 
N etw orks.” In the latter session , W ayne Petersen described the Important Bird Areas 
Program (IB A ) as it relates to M assachusetts, and its importance for bird 
conservation. Other speakers d iscussed  ecotourism  in  Cuba, the im portance o f  respect 
for indigenous peoples in M exico , and the LakeN et/M onitor International 
coordination o f  lake conservation initiatives.

The next session  included presentations on  a private, for-profit, ecotourism  
reserve in the Yucatan; on  the W est Indian W histling-D uck/W etlands C onservation  
project in the Caribbean; and on a variety o f  case histories o f  w etland/ecotourism  
paradigms. Finally, the workshop concluded w ith an open d iscussion  about h ow  to 
develop  a wetland, m igratory bird, and ecotourism  plan.

So, were the am bitious goals o f  this workshop m et? Perhaps they w ere, in  part. 
U ndoubtedly all o f  the participants cam e aw ay from this m eeting w ith  a m ore 
com prehensive understanding o f  the b lessings and curses, and the econom ic benefits  
and costs o f  ecotourism  as a m eans to engage local com m im ities and tourists in  the 
preservation o f  w etlands and m igratory birds. The question-and-answ er breaks after 
presentations were arguably m ore significant than the lectures, w ith participants 
com m enting on  sources o f  information, w ebsites, paradigms, and pitfalls. O n the other 
hand, the lack o f  involvem ent o f  the business com m unity and citizenry o f  
N ew buryport is indicative perhaps o f  the tension betw een ecotourism , conservation, 
and com m unity values and priorities. The fact that the m ayor o f  New buryport, a city  
that is h ighly dependent on  tourist incom e, could  not enumerate the benefits o f  
ecotourism  says quite a bit about the current state o f  ecotourism  aw areness in  
M assachusetts. ^

David M. Larson is the Production Editor for Bird Observer, a veteran meeting 
attendee, and a rookie journalist. He attended the meeting as a guest of the ASWM.
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A B O U T  B O O K S

Three Contenders

Mark Lynch

Field Guide to the Birds o f North America (third edition), written and 
published by the N ational Geographic Society. 1999. 48 0  pages.

Birds o f North America. K enn Kaufman. 2000 . H oughton M ifflin . 384  pages.

The Sibley Guide to Birds. D avid  A llen  Sibley. 2000 . A lfred A . K n o p f 544  
pages.

Last year saw  the publication o f  the third edition o f  the Field Guide to the Birds 
o f North America by the N ational Geographic Society. This w as the first field  guide in 
the last tw o  decades that genuinely gave the Peterson “Eastern” a run for its m oney. It 
rapidly becam e very popular with birders soon after it w as published in 1983. This is 
am azing because originally you could not buy this book  in  any bookstore but had to 
order it d irectly from  the N ational Geographic Society. Long-tim e birders m ay also  
rem em ber that for the price o f  the guide you  also received  a co ffee table book  {The 
Wonder o f Birds), a w all poster, and a series o f  good  recordings o f  bird calls on  
strange floppy records. T he guide remains large (5 x 8 x 1.25), m eaning you really  
cannot fit it in  your pocket, and m aking it inconvenient to carry. Shortly after this 
guide caught on, there w as a sm all cottage industry that produced special pouches that 
you  cou ld  attach to your belt just to carry this guide. This guide w as written and 
illustrated by a large staff, often a formula for disaster. So  w hy  does this guide remain 
so  popular?

□  NATIONAL GEOGRAPH 1C |
TYmi
EcMon

HeldGticietoQ̂

Birds
of North America

The short answer is that the “N ational G eo” is a 
good  guide. It is concise, contains m ost o f  the birds o f  
North Am erica, and it is organized w ell, generally along  
taxonom ic lines. It has alw ays tried to stay current and 
w as the first guide that illustrated m any o f  the 
recognizable subspecies that w ould  later becom e full 
species. It is also a very focused  guide, its goal on ly  to 
help the person in  the field  identify a bird. So there are 
no long essays on  eco logy  or behavior, just to-the-point 
descriptions o f  plum ages and sim ilar species. B ecause  
o f  this, it hangs together as a guide despite having been  
created by a large staff. This is a guide for the serious 
birder but also good  for the beginner.

The illustrations, opposite the text, are clean and 
w ell laid out. B ecause a sta ff painted these birds, 

especia lly  in  the earlier versions o f  the guide, som e sections w ere better than others.
In the first printing for exam ple, the illustrations o f  the loons w ere decidedly off. In
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this third edition, m any o f  the plates have been  reworked, reorganized, or com pletely  
redone. Eighty new  species have been  added, w hich  I think speaks volum es about the 
current state o f  taxonom y and the popularity o f  birding. M any o f  the plates look  
darker and richer in color. I have heard birders com m ent on the colors being o f f  on  
som e plates, but by and large, the illustrations remain usefu l and very good. A s can be 
expected  w ith any field  guide, som e o f  the plates m ay seem  crow ded, but I find none  
to be confusing, and m ost look  very w ell organized. A n  exam ple can be found in the 
plate on  the larger Pluvialis plovers (p. 153), w hich  show s them  one under the other 
in the sam e plum ages w ith  a row  o f  the birds in flight above. E ven the colors on  the 
range m aps have been  changed to m ake them  easier to read.

The Field Guide to the Birds of North America is a success story in a very  
difficult field  and remains one o f  the guides you m ost often  see peop le using w hile  
birding.

K eim  Kaufm an has really attempted som ething  
different in  his Birds of North America. To begin  with,
Kaufm an wanted to write a guide predom inantly for 
begiim ers or peop le w ith a casual interest in birds, 
because they are the audience that m ost uses field  guides.
H e also  decided to keep the guide sm all (4 .5  x  7.5 x  .75 ) 
so  that it w ould  be easy to carry on  field  trips. The book  
is organized som ew hat on  taxonom ic lines, although he 
does group ocean and waterbirds like ducks, cormorants, 
and gulls at the begiim ing. H is species descriptions are to 
the point but still contain a very personal and evocative  
tone. A bout the Great Egret, Kaufm an writes: “This 
elegant wader is our m ost w idespread w hite egret, often  
seen  standing like a statue along the edges o f  lakes and 
m arshes” (p. 146).

Throughout this guide are w onderful short introductory essays on  the various bird 
groups that help get the begiim er o f f  on the right foot. There is a lso  reassuring advice  
from  a m aster w hen  needed:

“D o n ’t be discouraged i f  you  can’t nam e all the shorebirds right away. It m ay
take m any field  trips to learn them  all, but even  without know ing their nam es
you  can enjoy the grace and energy o f  these subtle birds” (p. 157).

The plates are som ething different. Kaufm an has used photographs, but has 
com pletely  trimmed them  from their backgrounds and has digitally enhanced and 
altered them  to various extents to m ore clearly show  o f f  colors and field  marks. This 
is very m uch a field  guide for the new  m illetm ium . The effect takes a little getting  
used to, because at first glance the birds m ay appear mounted. The m ore that I looked  
at this guide, though, the m ore I realized that the schem e works. This is the w ay  birds 
often  appear to us in situ. Kaufman has also added sm all dots and lines that clearly  
point out the cogent field  marks. Som e o f  the colors m ay seem  a bit off, but by  and 
large, this is a successfu l experim ent. B ecause Kaufm an has not used  the entire

Kenn Koultnan
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rectangular photo, he can fit m ore species to a page, a llow ing this field  guide to 
remain trim. The illustrations are opposite the text, and good , sm all range m aps are 
included.

K enn Kaufm an has created a fine new  field  guide for the novice. In his written  
sections, h is personal touches harken back to the earlier field  guides o f  Peterson and 
Pough, but h is illustrations make the m ost o f  the latest technology. It’s a nice  
com bination. I do not know  how  to phrase this any other way, but this is a begirm er’s 
guide I am  not em barrassed to be seen  with.

D avid  A llen  S ib ley  has created what w ill be the m ost talked about birding book  
o f  this year. H is m am m oth The Sibley Guide to Birds w ill m ake us rethink the future

design  and uses o f  a field  guide. For starters, this is a 
large book: 6.5 x  9.75 x  1.25. It dwarfs the N ational G eo  
guide. The pages are organized so that one or tw o species  
with text appear per page. The look  o f  every page is 
spacious and easy on  the eyes, even  though the number 
o f  illustrations can conservatively be called  generous.
This is because it has been  laid out by  a visual artist, not 
just a birder w ho also does illustrations. The aesthetic 
look  o f  every page w as a concern for D avid  Sibley. 
Som etim es this generous use o f  space borders on  the 
profligate, as w hen he g ives an entire huge page to just 
the P ileated W oodpecker. The S ib ley  Guide devotes 39  
pages to gulls and terns com pared w ith 28  pages in  the 
latest N ational G eo. A  w hopping 35 pages are used  to 
show  warblers in  the S ib ley  Guide com pared w ith  26  

pages in  the N ational G eo guide. The illustrations, all gouaches, are excellen t, clear 
and con cise , and w e ll laid out. N early all species are show n in flight. S ib ley ’s 
admiration for artists like Lars Jonsson show s in the richness o f  his colors and the 
“jiz z ” o f  h is birds. I have never seen  this quality o f  illustration in a North A m erican  
guide before.

The text lives up to the prom ise o f  the illustrations. H aving the text on  the sam e 
page as the paintings is brilliant. A lthough this idea has been  used  before in guides 
w ith photographs and in the Bird C onservancy G uide, here it is used  m uch m ore 
effectively . The w riting is clear, concise, and covers all the identification bases w ith  
up-to-date inform ation on separating sim ilar species. M any m ore subspecies are 
show n than in  previous guides, although the full scientific nam es o f  subspecies is not 
given. This book  is so up to the m inute that G unnison Sage Grouse is g iven  the full 
treatment. Throughout the text there are short sections on  behavioral clues to 
identification containing m uch information that w ill be new  to m ost birders. There is 
a lot to read and learn here.

Som e m ay argue that because o f  this b ook ’s large size , it caim ot be considered a 
tm e field  guide. This is a good  point, and I admit I am not entirely com fortable 
calling this book  a field  guide. But the reality is that m any birders w ill already be 
carrying a cop y  o f  this book  in the car by the tim e this review  is published, and even
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occasionally packing it in backpacks. I groan in anticipation of the latter, but this is 
just too useful a book to leave at home.

This guide was six years in execution, but many, many years before that in 
preparation. In my radio interview with David Sibley, he talked about wanting to 
produce a state-of-the art guide to the birds that the experienced and novice birder 
would find useful, a book to grow with no matter what your skills. Mission 
accomplished, jf-

Mark Lynch is the Book Review Editor o/Bird Observer and a teacher and field trip leader for 
Massachusetts Audubon at Broad Meadow Brook. He is also a teacher and docent at the 
Worcester Art Museum. The February issue o/Bird Observer will contain an informative and 
entertaining overview of the history of the field guide genre.

A Million Raptors

From Charles Dimcan (cduncan@tnc.org) of the Wings of the Americas program of 
The Nature Conservancy:

Benson Venegas, executive director of ANAI in Costa Rica, has just reported 
that the hawkwatchers in Talamanca (Jennfer McNicoll & Pablo Porras-Penaranda) 
have counted their one-millionth migrating raptor this season!

In the long history of hawkwatching worldwide, there are only two hawk 
counts that have ever achieved this level. (These are the famous sites at the 
Veracruz, Mexico [River of Raptors] and at Eilat, Israel.)

This location is in the SE comer of Costa Rica, near the Panama border on the 
Caribbean coast. Its geographic makeup is similar to that of the now-famous Cardel 
region of Veracruz — a narrow coastal plain and nearby moimtains which squeeze 
migrating raptors into a tight corridor.

The Talamanca team’s accomplishment is all the more stunning for several 
reasons: this is the first year of counts at Talamanca, they have a tiny and 
overworked staff, and the season isn’t even over yet. Their effort and success are 
tmly Herculean.

Jennifer, Pablo, and their volunteers can be reached at <anaital@sol.racsa.co.cr> or 
<anaicr@sol.racsa.co.cr>.
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News from MassWildlife

Poor N esting Season for Com m on Loons

MassWildlife State Ornithologist Brad Blodget reports that common loons 
experienced another poor nesting season due to a lack of natural nest sites, a lack 
of nesting rafts, and heavy rains in June. The 22 territorial loon pairs identified on 
7 water bodies represented a 3-pair increase over 1999, but nesting success was 
dismal with only 9 chicks presumed to have fledged.

Quabbin Reservoir, where loons were first discovered nesting in 1975, had a 
record 13 territorial pairs present during the summer months. Four chicks were 
produced on the 25 thousand acre man-made reservoir. Blodget believes high water 
levels, resulting in fewer natural nesting islands, and the effects of June 
thunderstorms were likely limiting factors for loon reproduction but adds that field 
checks of Quabbin’s loons were sporadic at best, and the exact status of several of 
the pairs is unknown.

Wachusett Reservoir was home to 4 territorial pairs of loons, 2 of which nested 
successfully, producing 1 chick each. Persistence was the key to success for one 
Wachusett pair, which calls the Reservoir’s South Bay in Boylston home.
According to volunteer observer Fran McMenemy of Worcester, this pair produced 
a single chick on June 27, only to lose it dining a torrential thunderstorm later that 
day. The pair renested in July, which is very unusual after having already produced 
a chick from their original attempt, and hatched another chick during the second 
week of August. Blodget notes that loons often lay a second clutch of eggs if the 
first eggs are lost during incubation, but the behavior displayed by this pair to lay 
eggs, hatch a chick, renest, relay and hatch another chick is extremely rare.

Single pairs of loons were present at Bickford Pond in Hubbardston (1 chick). 
Upper Naukeag Lake in Ashbumham, Wampanoag Lake in Gardner (1 chick), 
Fitchburg Reservoir in Ashby, and Hycrest Reservoir in Sterling. Blodget also 
received reports of loons from Haynes Reservoir in Leominster but could not rule 
out the possibility of these birds being the same ones that attempted to nest at 
Hycrest Reservoir but dispersed after failing.

Statewide totals revealed 22 territories, 11 confirmed nesting pairs with eggs, 7 
pairs that successfully fledged chicks, 9 chicks fledged, and 0.82 chicks fledged per 
nesting pair.

Peregrine Falcons

Dr. Tom French, Assistant Director for MassWildlife’s Natural Heritage and 
Endangered Species Program, reports the Commonwealth’s 4 nesting pairs of 
peregrine falcons produced a total of 10 chicks in 2000. The Customs House pair 
in downtown Boston had 4 chicks while the peregrines nesting on the Christian 
Science building had 3. The Springfield birds had a single chick while the Fall 
River pair nesting under the Braga Bridge had 2 young. Worcester hosted a
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territorial parr of peregrines late into the season, but actual nesting was never 
documented.

Two Young Bald Eagles Released

Two young Bald Eagles, hatched and reared by permanently injured adult 
eagles maintained at the Western Massachusetts Bird of Prey Facility in Conway, 
were released to the wild in September by their human caregiver, Tom Ricardi. 
Ricardi has been successfully producing Bald Eagle chicks by pairing up adult 
eagles that are unable to fly or otherwise survive in the wild. These full-grown 
offspring were released near the mouth of the Merrimack River in an area rich with 
fish, waterfowl and waterbirds, all of which figure prominently in an eagle’s diet. 
MassWildlife owns two wildlife sanctuaries, Carr and Ram Islands, as well as 
Eagle Island, immediately downstream from the release site. DEM’s 484 acre 
Maudslay State Park, with abundant undeveloped river frontage, is located just 
upstream. MassWildlife biologists believe the young eagles may linger near the 
release site briefly before moving upriver or north along the coast in search of prey. 
The birds will wander throughout the northeast for the first four years of their life, 
staying in areas with seasonally abimdant food sources. It is hoped that they will 
survive and reach maturity at about five years of age, at which time they should 
return to southern New England to nest, further bolstering the growing resident 
eagle population that was reestablished by MassWildlife in the 1980s.

Bill Davis, MassWildlife Information Coordinator: bill.davis@state.ma.us
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BIRD SIGHTINGS
J U L Y /A U G U S T  2000

Jim Berry, Seth Kellogg, Marjorie Rines, and Robert Stymeist

The weather for July and August was much like that of June, both cooler and wetter than 
normal. In fact, this was the seventh coolest summer in 65 years in Boston. In July the 
temperature averaged 70 degrees, 3.5 degrees below normal. On July 8 the low temperature of 
55 degrees tied the all-time low for July in Boston set in 1905. August averaged only 70.5 
degrees, 1.4 degrees below the average for Boston. This was the first time since 1967 that no 
temperatures in the 90s were recorded in July or August. Rainfall totaled 5.20 inches in July, 
which tied 1901 for the 13th-wettest July in 130 years for Boston. The month ended with a fiill 
week of daily rain continuing into the first four days of August. Severe thunderstorms on July 
18 caused damage in a number of communities west of Boston, and large hailstones of up to 1 
Y4 inches were reported from Newton Centre. R.H.S.

LOONS THROUGH ALCIDS
As usual, far fewer Red-throated than Common Loons were seen during the two primary 
summer months. Two Pied-billed Grebes in Ware on the early date of July 2 suggest breeding; 
there have been only seven July reports of the species from all of western Massachusetts since 
1983. Another surprise was a Red-necked Grebe in breeding plumage in Gloucester in mid- 
August, far ahead of the species’ normal migration time.

The ocean was apparently too cold this summer for Cory’s Shearwaters. In contrast to last 
year’s minor incursion, only one was reported from north of Cape Cod. No such problem with 
the regular shearwater species: the high counts for Greaters and Sooties on Stellwagen Bank 
were, typically, in the thousands, while most of the higher Manx counts were made from shore, 
in Rockport and Chatham. As many as six Brown Pelicans were reported from the islands, but 
although the species is on the review list of the Massachusetts Avian Records Committee 
(MARC), no reports were accompanied by details. Great Cormorants are often seen in small 
numbers at the end of August, but nine seen on rocky islands off Rockport, both adults and 
young, were more than usual. Readers are cautioned to examine immature cormorants carefully 
for size comparisons and throat color, since a few of the immature Double-cresteds seen on the 
same islands were white all the way down the front to below the legs, having neither dusky 
breasts nor dark bellies.

Reports of both bitterns were typically few statewide. A Great Blue Heron colony in West 
Boxford continued to grow, with 72 active nests in 2000 compared with 61 in 1999, 58 in 1998, 
and 43 in 1997. Many of these nests have been consistently fledging three or four young. 
Maximum counts at the evening heron assemblages at Plum Island were 97 Great Egrets and 
250 Snowy Egrets, in the latter case a fraction of the historical highs of a decade or two ago. 
These lower roost counts may be due to the fact that most of the birds are no longer roosting at 
easily viewable sites. In recent years, there has been a sizeable roost in late summer far out in 
the salt marsh where the birds are much harder to count. Inland, a Snowy in Longmeadow was 
one of few reported in recent summers. Westfield hosted its first Little Blue Heron, while a 
juvenile Tricolored Heron in Rowley at the end of August could have come from the nest found 
earlier on Kettle Island off Manchester. Cattle Egrets continue their disappearing act, with only 
two reported from the entire period. Not surprisingly, all Yellow-crowned Night Herons were 
reported from Boston south.
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A Black Vulture in Haverhill would normally be considered extralimital, but its appearance is 
less surprising after the species’ minor incursion into the northern counties this spring. Four 
Black Vultures reported in the southwestern comer of the state gave continued hope that they 
might be nesting in that area. Gadwalls continue their increase as breeders on Plum Island, and 
there seemed to be more Gadwall broods there this year than Mallard broods -  a not 
unwelcome development. An eclipse-plumaged male Garganey on Plum Island (see page 395), 
arguably the bird of the season, was found, described, photographed, and submitted to the 
MARC. Present from August 4-11, it presented the usual dilemma of determining its origin. 
Rick Heil, who found the Garganey, also monitored the doings on the refuge of Green-winged 
Teal. There were 28 on July 14, with no evidence of nesting; the teal were found only in single 
digits in the first half of August, after which they increased to 33 on the 17th and 125 on the 
18th. This kind of regular checking of the same spots is valuable for determining arrival and 
departure dates.
Isolated summer records of normally nonbreeding waterfowl are often reported, frequently 
raising the question of breeding. This summer’s odd ducks, all reported without evidence of 
nesting, included three American Wigeon in Longmeadow (the first in August in western 
Massachusetts since 1976), a Northern Shoveler at Plum Island, Northern Pintails in three 
locations, a Common Goldeneye in Turners Falls (only the second summer record for western 
Massachusetts), a Ring-necked Duck at Delaney WMA, and a Ruddy Duck in Melrose. As for 
the sea ducks, the usual numbers of scoters (more than usual in the case of White-wings) were 
reported, plus a single Long-tailed Duck off Plum Island. One species that did give evidence of 
nesting was the Common Eider: at least three ducklings, about two-thirds grown, were diving 
with full-grown eiders off Rockport on July 28.
At least six pairs of Ospreys nested on the North Shore, more than ever before. These birds are 
doing so well filling in the historical gap in their breeding range between southeastern 
Massachusetts and southern Maine that some of their nesting attempts are not even being 
reported. A pair of Northern Harriers spent all of July at the Daniel Webster sanctuary in 
Marshfield, giving hope of nesting there. Meanwhile, a harrier in Hatfield was only the seventh 
in August in western Massachusetts since 1980. Nesting accipiters are usually Cooper’s Hawks, 
but this summer only single Cooper’s were reported, while a nesting pair of Sharp-shinned 
Hawks fledged three young on a spruce-covered island in the Essex salt marsh. A preliminary 
check shows this to be the first confirmed nesting of the species in Essex County since 1896. 
Merlins were clearly moving south through the state in August, which was not true a decade 
ago. This may be due to their increasing nesting presence in northern New England.
The amazing spread of Wild Turkeys has even reached Plum Island, where a female was seen 
with two young July 11. As many as ten Northern Bobwhites in West Newbury, including 
young, were certainly released birds that nested: these families rarely last through the winter. A 
bobwhite at Mt. Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge was more of a question mark, showing up at 
the northern edge of the species’ range. The rail event of the summer was an adult King Rail 
with a downy young in Orleans July 20 and 23. There are few nesting records for the state over 
the last century. Virginia Rail nests are more common, but finding them is another story; 
Stauffer Miller found a nest with eggs in Sandwich in July.
It was a poor shorebird season in western Massachusetts due to high water in the Connecticut 
River. The only notable report from out west was of two Black-bellied Plovers, which are not 
regular there. The only rare shorebirds in the east were singles of Black-necked Stilt, Avocet, 
and Ruff; the latter, seen on Plum Island July 3, was almost certainly the same male seen there 
at the end of June. Piping Plovers had a poor nesting season everywhere, with a statewide 
fledge rate of less than one per pair. The situation was especially bad at Crane Beach in
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Ipswich, often the most productive colony, where 89 nests produced only 34 young and 12 
fledglings. Predation, abandonment, human disturbanee, and weather were all thought to have 
had an impact.

American Oystercatchers put in a rare appearance on Plum Island in early July, while a pair 
with one large young on Snake Island in Winthrop eould have nested there or on one of the 
nearby Boston Harbor islands. Several shorebirds showed up in larger-than-normal numbers 
this summer, at least on the North Shore. Willets continue to increase in the Plum Island area, 
with a count of 114 being the highest yet for the loeation. Curiously, all were adults, though the 
species definitely breeds there, probably in the dozens of pairs. Two separate counts of 170 
were made in the Chatham area. Low water levels in Grafton enabled 321 Least Sandpipers to 
find food there, one of the best inland counts in a decade. Two hundred sixty adult White- 
rumped Sandpipers on Plum Island August 30 were one of the highest counts on record, as 
were 73 adult Stilt Sandpipers there on August 2. Another 45 Stilt Sandpipers were found on 
Monomoy. On the other hand, summer counts of Long-billed Dowitchers and Hudsonian 
Godwits in the Plum Island/Newburyport harbor complex have deereased in recent years.
The other candidate for bird of the season was a South Polar Skua photographed on 
Stellwagen Bank July 17 by Peter Trull. Many records exist for this Antarctic species from 
waters well offshore from the Massachusetts coast, including a few specimens, but a bird as far 
inshore as Stellwagen is rare indeed. This bird rather overshadowed another hard-to-find 
stercorariid: two juvenile Long-tailed Jaegers, seen and photographed at Atlantis Canyon 
south of Cape Cod August 27. A third was seen on the same boat trip in Rhode Island waters.
Laughing Gulls can be found by the thousands on Cape Cod, but a count of 600 in Nahant was 
apparently the second-highest on record for Essex County. A California Guil, either a third- 
summer bird or a worn adult, was documented at South Beach in Chatham July 23 and will be 
considered by the MARC. Lesser Black-backed Gulls put on their best show ever in 
Massachusetts, with a minimum of 80 birds counted in the Chatham area from the end of July 
through August. The birds were of all ages, but mainly immatures. Only the graellsii raee could 
be identified. Larger reports have come from the mid-Atlantie states, but only in winter. Such 
numbers in summer raise the question of whether the birds have started to nest in North 
America. The breeding population in Iceland has roughly tripled over the last 30 years, from 
10,000 pairs in 1970 to 25-30,000 pairs in 1999, and lately they have started to nest farther west 
in Greenland.

Two Gull-billed Terns were reported from the islands, but the only two Caspian Terns seen 
were north of Boston. Other rare terns were a Sandwich Tern at South Beach, Chatham, and a 
Bridled Tern at Muskeget Island. Most of the Arctie Terns reported from Chatham were first- 
summer portlandica birds. Twice in July, as in June, Black Guillemots in breeding plumage 
flew by Andrews Point in Rockport, fueling the dream that they might be breeding in 
Massachusetts. Heil also observed two Atlantic Puffins flying by Andrews Point July 26.
These were his first there in July, but he has seen puffins there once before in June and twice in 
August. The hope is that the long-term reintroductions of the birds along the Maine eoast are 
paying dividends. j.B.
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7/19 C h a th am  (S .B .)
7 /19  S te llw agen
7 /27  R o ckpo rt (A .P.)
8 /26  S te llw agen

B ro w n  P e lic a n  *
7 /18  V ineyard  S ound
7 /2 0  N an tucke t
7 /22  o f f  G ay  H ead

G reat C o rm oran t 
8 /29  N ah an t
8/31 C ap e  A nn

D o u b le -c rested  C orm oran t 
7 /6  S. H ad ley
7 /26  T urners  F alls
7 /28 , 8/31 C ap e  A nn 
8/1 D W W S
8/5 C hatham  (S .B .)

A m erican  B ittern  
7 /12  B rook fie ld
7/31 H R W M A
8/12  G ardner
8/20  E ssex

L east B ittern
7/3  W. B ridgew ater
7 /2 4  P.I.

G reat B lue  H eron  
7/3 W. B oxfo rd
7 /28  G M N W R

7/29 P.I. 18 P .+  F. Vale
3 R . H eil 8 /6  R ow ley  13 J. B erry#
1 M . L ynch#  G rea t E gret

15+ R. H eil#  7/21 A gaw am  1 J. L aP o in te
7 /22  L o n gm eadow  2 J. L aP o in te

230  P. T rull 7 /2 3 ,8 /2 6  N . M o nom oy  4 ,2 2  B . N iku la#
670  R . H eil 7 /25  E. B o sto n  (B .I.) 9  B . M ayer

10,900 P. T ru ll 7 /28  G M N W R  8 S. P erk in s
400  B . N ik u la  7 /28  S quan tum  7 R . D onovan
275  R. H eil 7 /2 8 ,8 /3  S heffie ld  6  D . R eid
110 R . H eil 8 /6 ,3 0  R ow ley  3 1 ,1 1  J. B erry#

1600 E. N ie lsen  8/9 A m hers t 2  H. A llen
28 B B C  (S . P erk ins) 8/13 G lo u ces te r 11 R . H eil

8 /29  M attapo isse t 6  F. Sm ith
5 3 0 0 ,4 7 9 0  P. T rull 8 /30  P.I. 9 7  D. C h ickering#

510  R. H eil S now y E gret
6 00  B . N ik u la  7 /4  N ew bury  100 J. B erry#
2 0 0  R . H eil 7 /9  S quan tum  4 2  G . d ’E n trem on t

2 4  R . H eil 7 /9  E. B oston  (B .I.) 6 0 +  S . Z endeh#
30 0 +  R. H eil 7 /1 1 ,8 /9  P.I. 8 5 ,2 5 0  R . H eil
6 00  E. N ie lsen  7 /22  R evere  B . 10 P. +  F. Vale

50+  B. N ik u la  7 /2 4  W orcester 2  im m  M . L ynch#
8/2  S te rling  1 T. P irro

5 G. d ’E n trem o n t#  8 /6  R ow ley  4 0  J. B erry#
22  R. H eil 8/25 E astham  24  M . L ynch#
23 J. S oucy  8 /27  L ongm eadow  1 B. B ieda
2 5 +  B. N ik u la  8 /27  H ingham  33 K. V espaziani
27  R . H eil 8 /27  C hatham  20+  M . L ynch#
25 E. N ie lsen  8 /29  E ssex  57 D. B row n#

5 R. H eil L ittle  B lue  H eron
2 B B C  (S . P erk ins) 7 /28 Sheffield 2 D. R eid
3 B. N ik u la 7/29 P.I. 1 ad P. +  F. Vale

8/5 S. D art. (A . Pd) 2 R. L ock w o o d
550 B. N ik u la 8/7 E ssex 1 ad J. S oucy#

8/12 N . M onom oy 1 B. N ik u la
1700 R. H eil 8/13 G louceste r 7 R. H eil

40 B. N iku la 8/18 P.I. 2 ad R. H eil
1600 P. Trull 8/19 S. M onom oy 1 B. N iku la#
1000 R. H eil 8/19-27 W estfield 1 S. K e llogg

175 R. H eil 8 /26 N auset 1 W. P e tersen
140 R. H eil 8 /30 R ow ley 1 ad J. B erry

1000 B. N iku la T rieo lo red  H eron
880 J. B erry# 7/11 P.I. 2 J. B erry

1200 B B C  (S . Perk ins) 8/19 S. M onom oy 1 B. N iku la#
900+ M . L ynch# 8/20 E ssex 1 D. B row n#

8/30 R ow ley 1 ju v J. B erry
1 R. H eil 8 /2 ,4 ,9 ,30  P.I. 1 R. H eil
6 B B C  (S . Perk ins) C attle  E gret

7/29 N an tucke t 1 E . R ay
47 R. H eil 8/20 E ssex 1 D. B row n#
25

100+
18
18

2
1
3

R. H eil 
S. Y anco 

R. H eil 
M . L ynch#

R. L eeson  
H. M cG uinness 

M . R enehan

G reen  H eron
7/3
7/14
7/21
7/23
7/28
7/29
7/30

W. B ridgew ater
W B W S
W ayland
L ongm eadow
G M N W R
P.I.
S te rling  P eat

2 im m  
9

18
1

500, 3000 
550 

3500+

2 
1
3 
1

4
1

300+
31

R, H eil 
J. B erry#

H. A llen  
R . P ackard  

J. B erry#  
D. Furb ish  

R. H eil

T. R aw insk i#  
T. P irro  
T. Pirro 

D. B row n#

S. A rena  
M . L ynch#

J. B erry#  
S. Perk ins

8/1-31 F alm ou th  
8/15 C ra igv ille  B .
8 /20 , 27  Jam a ic a  P la in  (A. 

B lack -crow ned  N ig h t-H ero n
7/10
7/11
7/22
7/24
7/31
8/3
8/12

W altham
G M N W R
G louceste r
W orcester
W ayland
Sheffield
E. B oston

8/16-21 A m herst
8/26
8/29

Ste llw agen
L ongm eadow

Y ello w -c ro w n ed N  igh t-H eron
7/9
7/10
7/14

E. B oston
T isbury
E astham

7/7, 24  C happaqu idd ick  
8 /10  N an tucke t

3 
6

11
12

4 
3
5
3 m ax
6

A .) 5

4 
10

7
7

15
1
3
1 ju v
2 
2

1
1 ad
2
2 ad, 
2

S. A rena  
D . +  S. L arson 

R . L ockw ood  
M . L ynch# 
S. Perk ins 

P. +  F. Vale 
M . ly n c h #  

R . F a ire ll 
B. K unkel 

A . Joslin

J. F orbes 
D . D igg ins 

J. B arber 
M . L ynch# 

E. T aylor 
D . R eid  

P. Vale 
E. L abato  

M . L ynch# 
S. K e llogg

D. +  1. Jew ell 
G . L evandosk i 
D. +  S. L arson 
1 ad  A. K eith#  

fide E. R ay
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G lo s s y  Ibisin H in g h a m 1ini N o r fo lk 8
7 /2 3 G M N W R 1
7 /2 9 E s se x 4 0
7 /3 0 , 8 /2 6  N . M o n o m o y 10-
8 /5 S . M o n o m o y 3
8 /6 E . B o s to n  (B .I .) 6
8 /1 5 -1 6  G ard n er 1
8 /2 0 N a h a n t 1
8 /2 9 P.I. 2

B la c k  V u ltu r e
7 /1 S h e f f ie ld 4in% H a v e rh ill 1

T u rk ey  V u ltu re
7/1 S h e f f ie ld 121
7 /8 H a w le y 7
7 /2 5 H a v e rh ill 15
7 /2 6 T u rn ers F a lls 2 6
8 /1 6 M ilfo r d 7
8 /1 7 N o rth a m p to n 2 7
8 /3 0 N e w b u r y 2 4

B ran t
8 /2 6 S te llw a g e n 8

W o o d  D u c kHU W o rcester 5 0
7 /2 8 G M N W R 6 0
8 /2 6 W a y la n d 17 0
8 /2 6 L o n g m e a d o w 9 8

G a d w a ll
7 /thr P.I. 8 4 ;
8 /5 S . M o n o m o y 10

A m e n c a n  W ig e o n
8 /1 7 P .I 1
8 /2 6  L o n g m e a d o w  

B lu e -w in g e d  T eal
7 /7 , 8 /1 8 P.I.
8 /1 3  B e c k e t 2
8 /1 9  S . M o n o m o y 3 0
8 /2 2  G M N W R 6
8 /2 8  D u x b u r y  B . 3
8 /2 9  L o n g m e a d o w  

N o rth ern  S h o v e le r
3

8 /1 8  P.I. 
N o rth ern  P in ta il

1

7 /6  W estp ort  
8 /2 , 18 P.I.

1
1 ,3

8 /1 9  S . M o n o m o y 2 0
G a r g a n e y  (d e ta ils  su b m itte d ) *

8 M -1 1 P.I. 1 e c l ip s e  m  ph
G r e e n -w in g e d  T eal

7 /3  W. B o x fo r d  
7 /9  G M N W R  
7 /1 4 ,8 / 1 8  P.I.
8 /6  N o rth b r id g e

1
9

2 8 , 125  
1

8 /1 2  G ardn er 4
8 /1 9  S . M o n o m o y 6
8 /2 6  H R W M A  

R in g -n e c k e d  D u c k  
7 /2 9  D W M A

5

1 m
C o m m o n  E id er

7 /8  G lo u c e s te r 85
7 /8  P r o v in c e to w n 7 5
7 /1 0  D u x b u r y  B . 2 8
8 /3 1 P ’to w n  H arbor 3 5
8 /3 1  C a p e  A n n  

S u r f  S c o te r
2 8 0

G . d ’E n trem on t  
M . G rzen d a  

R. L o c k w o o d  
J. B erry  

8 B . N ik u la  
B . N ik u la #  

P. +  F. V a le#  
T. Pirro  

Z a n ic h k o w sk y #
S. H ed m a n

M . L y n ch #  
J. H o g a n #

M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #  
J. H o g a n #

R . Packard  
D . M o ffe tt
T. G a g n o n  

R .^ e i l

M , L yn ch #

M . L yn ch #
S . P erk in s  
E. T aylor

T. G a g n o n

IX R . H e il  
R . H e il

R . H e il 
T, G a g n o n

R . H e il  
R . L au b ach  

B . N ik u la  
S . P erk in s

R . F erren #
S . K e llo g g

R . H e il

R . B o w e n  
R . H e il

B . N ik u la

R. H e il +  v .o .

J. B e n y #
S . P erk in s  

R . H e il
M . L y n ch #  

T. Pirro  
B . N ik u la  

T. Pirro

1 m  IW  M . L yn ch #

R. H e il 
R. H e il 

D . Furbish  
B . N ik u la  
J. B erry #

7 /1 5 -3 0  C h a th a m  (S .B .)  
8 /3 1  C a p e  A n n  

W h ite -w in g e d  S co ter  
7 /1 5 - 3 0  C h ath am  (S .B .)  
8 /1 9  R o ck p o r t (H .P .) 
8 /2 0  L yn n  B .
8 /2 8  D u x b u ry  B .
8 /3 1  C a p e  A n n  

B la c k  S co ter
7 /1 5 -3 0  C h a th a m  (S .B .)  
7 /2 7  R o ck p o r t (A .P .)

B . N ik u la #  
J. B erry #

v .o .
M . L yn ch #

100-H J. Z a n ich k o w sk y #  
15 R . Ferren#
19 J. B erry#

5
8

1

1
1 f

M . L y n ch #  
R. Ferren #

R . H e il

R . B o w e n  
R. P ackard

1 m  
1
1 f  
1

T. Pirro  
S . K e llo g g  
D . F u rb ish  
R. P ackard  

1 R . L au b ach
1 M . R esch
4  im m . M . L y n ch #  
1 P  +  F  V ale
3 R . Packard

1 m
2
1 f  
4

R . Farrell 
R . H e il  

D . F u rb ish  
R . H e il

7
1 m

B . N ik u la  
R. H e il

8 /1 9  R o ck p o rt (H .P .)
8 /2 8  D u x b u ry  B ,

L o n g -ta ile d  D u c k  
7 /7  P.I.

C o m m o n  G o ld e n e y e  
7 /6  W estp ort
7 /2 6  T urners F a lls

H o o d e d  M erg a n ser  
7 /5  H R W M A
7 /8  P la in fie ld
7 /1 5 ,8 / 2 0  D W W S  
7 /1 7  H a w le y
7 /2 8  P ittsfie ld
8 /5  P I.
8 /1 2  S te r lin g  Peat
8 /1 3  M a ld en
8 /2 5  N orth a m p to n

R ed -b rea sted  M erg a n ser  
7 /1 -3 1  F a lm o u th
7 /4  P.I.
7 /1 0  D u x b u ry  B .
8 /5  S . M o n o m o y

C o m m o n  M erg a n ser
7 /1 3 ,8 / 2 6  N o rth a m p to n  7 , 10  T. G a g n o n  
7 /1 3  F lo r e n c e  7  im m  T. G a g n o n
7 /2 2  Q u a b b in  (G 3 3 )  l f + 1 6 y g  M . L y n ch #
8 /9  S un d erla n d  1 f, 5 im m  M . W illia m s
8 /1 1  H u n tin g to n  2 2  R . Packard

R u d d y  D u ck
7 /1 7  M e lr o se  1 D . + 1. J ew e ll

O sp rey
7 /1  W estb o ro  pr +  2  y g  n E . T aylor
7 /8  R o w le y  pr w  1 y g  J. B erry
7 /9  F a lm o u th  4  ad , 4  y g  R . Farrell
7 /1 3 , 19 D W W S  2 ad , 3 ju v  D . F u rb ish
7 /2 8  S q u an tu m  2  R. D o n o v a n
7 /3 0  G rafton  pr b u ild in g  n  M . L y n ch #
7 /3 0  R e v e r e  2  ad  P. +  F  V ale
8 /2 9  M t. W ach u sett 3 T. C arrolan

B a ld  E a g le
7 /1  C h y jp a q u id d ic k  2  ad  fid e  A . K e ith
7 /5  G M N W R  1 im m  K . R ein er
7 /8  N a n tu ck et 1 im m  f id e  E . R a y
7 /1 4  W. N e w b u r y  1 im m . R . H e il
8 /5  N . M o n o m o y  1 im m  B . N ik u la #
8 /5  C h ath am  1 im m  R. H e il
8 /6  D u x b u ry  B . 1 im m  S . C arey
8 /6  Turners F a lls  1 ad , 1 im m  M . W illia m s  
8 /1 2  D u x b u ry  1 2 y r  D . Furbish
8 /2 9  L o n g m e a d o w  I H . A lle n
8 /1 7 ,2 0  P.I. 1 im m  R . H e il

N orth ern  H arrier
7 /1 6  W B W S  3 J. Y ou n g
7/th r D W W S  pr D . Furbish
8/1 H a tf ie ld  1 M . W illia m s
8 /8  E . B o s to n  (B .I .)  1 A . J o s lin
8 /1 6  D u x b u ry  1 D . F u rb ish
8 /1 7  P I . 7  R . H e il
8 /2 0  D W W S  4  D . Furbish
8 /2 5  E asth am  1 M . L y n ch #
8 /2 6  C u ttyh u n k  3 B B C  (R . S ty m eis t)
8 /2 6  H R W M A  I t  Pirro
8 /2 7  C hath am  Im  M . L y n ch #

S h a rp -sh in n ed  H a w k
7 /2  S . Q u ab b in  1 im m  E . L ab ato
7 /7 -S /4  E sse x  pr w  3 y g  J. B erry #
7 /8  P la in f ie ld  1 S . K e llo g g
7 /8  M id d le f ie ld  1 B . N ik u la
7 /1 0  N o rth a m p to n  1 T. G a g n o n
7 /2 5  S a v o y  2  R . R ancatti
8 /5  C olra in  1 S . K e llo g g
8 /8  D W W S  1 D .F u rb ish
8 /1 9  R o ck p o rt I M . L y n ch #
8 /2 1  P.I. 2  im m  D .- i - S .  L arson
8 /2 6  H R W M A  1 T. Pirro
8 /2 7  C h ath am  1 M . L yn ch #
8 /3 0  M ayn ard  1 L . N ach trab
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C o o p e r’s H aw k
7/2  H o lden  1 im m .
7 /4  R ow ley  1in  B ille rica  1
7 /10  H arv a rd  1
7/13  F lo rence  1
7 /17  E. M idd lebo ro  1
7/21 G M N W R  (W ay land) 1
7 /26  Ip sw ich  1
7 /th r T uck em u ck  1 su b  ad
7 /th r D W W S  1
8/7  E ssex  1
8 /1 0  S ou thw ick  1
8/13  S om erse t 1
8/13  D uxbury  1 im m
8/20  W akefield  1
8/28  P.I. 1 im m
8/29 L o n g m ead o w  1
8/31 F a lm o u th  1 im m

N o rth e rn  G o sh aw k  
7 /9  C oncord
7 /1 0  E. M idd lebo ro
7/15  S tow
7/23 G M N W R

R ed -shou ldered  H aw k

M , L ynch# 
J. B erry#  

R . L ockw ood  
R. L ockw ood  

T. G agnon  
K. A nderson  

R , L ockw ood  
J. B erry  
R. Veit# 

D . F u rb ish  
J. Soucy#  

S. K e llogg  
M . W illiam s 

D . L arson 
P. +  F. Vale 
C . B uelow  

H. A llen  
R . F arrell

7/1 
7 /2 4  
7 /th r 
8/2 
8/4
8/8, 16

W akefield  
W eym outh  
E. M idd lebo ro  
G ro ton  
M aynard  
D W W S

B ro ad -w inged  H aw k
7/th r
7/1
7/3
7/6
7/15
7/23
8/11
8/12
8/29

A m erican  K estrel

L inco ln  
S. B erksh ires  
Q uabb in  (G IO ) 
M endon  
S tow  
M aynard  
N ah an t 
W estport 
M t. W achusett

2  +  1 ju v  
I ad  
1 
1
1 
1

p rf2 -3  yg 
1 im m  
1 im m
1 im m

p r n +  2 yg

2  G.
5 
1
1 ad  
I im m  
1

12 ad, 2 im m  T. C arro lan

8/4  
8/9 

M erlin  
7/1 
8/3 
8/13 
8 /17  
8/20 
8/25 
8/25 
8 /27  

P ereg rine  F alcon

B ed fo rd
H ad ley

S ou thw ick  
M arb lehead  N eck  
M alden  
P.I.
E ssex
H R W M A
M elrose
W atertow n

15
5

1
1
1
2
2
1
2
1

R. L ockw ood  
R. P ackard

J. W eeks# 
R . H eil 
F. Vale 

B . G e tte#  
D . B row n#  

T. P irro  
D. L ounsbu ry#  

E. N e lson -M elby

1121 B oston
7/31 S p ring fie ld
8/15 P I .
8 /19  Ip sw ich  (C .B .) 
8/21 E . B oston  (B .i.)
8 /29  N ah an t
8 /30  D W W S

R uffed  G rouse
7/2  S. Q uabb in
7/15  S tow
7 /22  P e tersham
8 /20  Q uabb in  (G 5) 

W ild  T urkey

1 ad 
1 
1 
1

7/5
7/6
7/6
7/11
7/21
7/28
8/2
8/15
8/15

L ancaste r 
W ore. (B M B ) 
C onco rd  
P I .
F rank lin
W estford
M arshfield
L evere tt
W hateley

N o rth e rn  B obw hite  
7 /2 -15  F alm ou th

1 
1

1 f  
1 
1 
1

3 +  1 6 y g

1 +  3 y g  
1 f + 2  

1 ad  -t 10 yg 
1 f  +  2 yg 

3 f  
18 

3

7 /14  E astham  (F .H .) 
8 /17 , 20  M t.A .
8 /26  W B W S 
8 /th r W. N ew bury  

C lap p er R ail in P I .
7 /1 7  C happaqu idd ick  
8 /8  P.I.
8 /25-26  C hilm ark  

K in g  R a il
7/3 W. B ridgew ater 
7 /20 ,23  O rleans 

V irg in ia  R ail

R , L ockw ood  
A . B risse tte  

R . L ockw ood  
R. L ockw ood

P. -I- F. Vale 
K . V espaziani 

K . A nderson  
T. P irro  

L. N ach trab  
D .F urb ish

M . R ines#  
M . L ynch# 

d ’E n trem on t#  
D . M offe tt 

R . L ockw ood
L. N ach trab

R. H eil
M . W illiam s

7/1 
7/1 
7/3 
7 /9  
7 /17  
7 /20  
7 /29  
7 /30  
7 /30  
8/9 
8/18 

Sora 
7/3 
7/11 
8/6 
8/18

N ortham p ton
S. E grem ont
W. B ridgew ater
W orcester
H aw ley
E. S andw ich
D W M A
Ipsw ich
S terling  Peat
H ad ley
P.I.

7 /30
8/3
8/6
8/6

R evere 
S heffield  
E . B oston  (B .I.) 
N ew bypt. H.

8/11, 28 D uxbury  B.8/12
8/26
8/28

G M N W R  
N au se t
Ip sw ich  (C .B .)

A m erican  G o lden -P lover 
7 /9  C hatham  (S .B .)
7 /16  P.I.
8/8 N ew byp t. H.
8/25 W estport
8 /30  P.I.

S em ipa lm ated  P lover 
7 /15  S te rling  Peat
7 /19 , 8 /5C hatham  (S .B .)

B . G u en ther 
M . W illiam s 

R . H eil 
C . B uelow

7/23
7/26
7/30
7/30
8/3
8/8
8/8
8/10, 17 P I .

E astham  (N ause t) 
T urners F alls  
N ew bypt./P .I.
N . M onom oy 
N ahan t
C hatham  (S .B .)
E. B oston  (B .I.)

1 im m D . +  S. L arson
R. H eil 

D. F u rb ish#

E. L abato  
R . L ockw ood  

M . L ynch# 
B . K ane

R. L ockw ood  
J. L ille r 

R . L ockw ood  
y g  R. H eil 

V. Y urkanas 
S. S elesky  
D . F u rb ish  

H . A llen  
M . W illiam s

8/11
8/13
8/19
8/26
8/29

P ip ing  P lo v er

D uxbury  B. 
G louceste r 
Ip sw ich  (C .B .) 
N ause t 
L ongm eadow

7/22 
7/23 
7 /30  
7 /30  
8/3 
8/6 
8/11 
8/26 
8 /26  

K illdeer 
7/31 
8/12 
8/27

1 m , 1 f  R . Farrell

H ad ley  
G M N W R  
N ortham p ton  

A m erican  O ysterca tener 
7/3 P I.
7 /9  B oston  (P eddocks

5 D . +  S. L arson  
1 ,1  R. S tym eis t 

13 M . L ynch#
10+ R. H eil

R . H eil 
A . K e ith#  
D . L arson  

S. W akem an

2 S. A ren a
1 a d  +  1 y g  R . H eil

W. B ridgew ater 
W ore. (B M B ) 
R ow ley  
P I .

B lack -bellied  P lover
7 /30 , 8 /27  C hatham  (S .B .)

G louceste r 
E astham  (N ause t) 
P.I.
C hatham  (S .B .) 
N ahan t 
R evere  B. 
D u x b u ry  B. 
C hatham  (S .B .) 
Ipsw ich  (C .B .)

2
5

17
2
2

p r  n  
12 
4-5 
2 
2
1 ju v

2 
2 
1
la d

4 5 0 , 2 6 00  
20 

2 
14 
90

160, 100 
1

600
25

1
2
1
2
1 ad

2
3 2 5 , 2 1 00  
150 

1
550
400
360

3100
600+

5 4 5 , 215 
220 
395 

1200 
800

3

8 
24  
10 
35 

1 ad  
1
4 

46  
10

126 
105 
147

R. P ackard  
M . L ynch# 

S. A ren a  
M . L ynch# 
R . P ackard  

S. M ille r 
M . L ynch#  

R . H eil 
M . L ynch#
R. P ackard  

R . H eil

S. A ren a  
J. L ille r

J. B erry #  
R . H eil

B. N iku la
S. Z endeh#

D. R eid  
P. +  F. V ale# 

E. N ie lsen  
D. F u rb ish  

S. P erk in s#  
W. P e tersen

C . B uelow

W. P e te rsen  
S. L eonard

T. S eiter 
R . B ow en

R. H eil

M . L ynch# 
R. H eil 
R . H eil

R . P ackard  
R . H eil

B . N ik u la  
R . H eil 

B . N ik u la  
A. Jo s lin  

W. D rew #
D. F u rb ish  

R . H eil
C . B uelow  

W. P e tersen
S. K e llogg

J. B arber 
R . H eil 
R. H eil 

B . N iku la  
R . H eil 

P. +  F. Vale
D. F u rb ish  

R . L ockw ood
C. B uelow

H , A llen
S. P erk in s#
T. G agnon

4  J. H oye#
I.) 2  B B C  (P. S tevens)
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A m e r ic a n  O y s te r c a tc h e r  (c o n tin u e d )
7 /1 4  O rl ea n s
7 /1 9  C h a th a m  (S .B .)  
7 /3 0  W in th ro p
7 /th r  T u c k e m u c k
7 /th r  M u sk e g e t
8 /5  N . M o n o m o y
8 /6  S q u a n tu m
8 /1 3  S w a n s e a
8 /1 4  D u x b u r y B .
8 /2 4  C h a th a m  (S .B .)  
8 /2 6  C u tty h u n k

B la c k - n e c k e d  S t i l t  
7 /1  S . M o n o m o y

A m e r ic a n  A v o c e t  
8 /1 3 -1 9  P.I.

G reater Y e llo w le g s  
7 /1 0  D u x b u ry  B .
7 /1 1 , 3 0  N e w b y p t./P .l.  
7 /3 0  R e v e r e
7 /3 0 , 8 /2 6  N . M o n o m o y  
8 /1 0 , 17  P.I.
8 /1 3
8 /1 9
8 /2 5
8 /2 8
8 /2 9

L e s s e r  Y e llo w le g s

H a d le y  
W a k e fie ld  
E a sth a m  
D u x b u ry  B . 
L o n g m e a d o w

7 /2 , 3 0  
7 /9 , 2 8  
7 /9  
7 /2 2  
7 /2 6  
7 /3 0 , 8 /6
8 /2  P I
8 /1 3  H a d le y  
8 /2 6  W B W S

S o lita r y  S a n t ^ p e r
7 /6  
7 /1 5  
7 /2 2  
7 /2 5  
7 /2 8  
8/6 
8/20 
8 /2 7  

W ille t  
7 /5  
7 /8  
7 /8  
7 /1 0

H R W M A
R o w le y
G ra fto n
C u m b . F arm s
G M N W R
N o rth b r id g e
R o w e
S h ir le y

N . M o n o m o y  
N a n tu c k e t  
R o w le y  
D u x b u r y  B . 

7 /1 1 , 3 0  N ew b y p t./P .I . 
7 /1 9  C h a th a m  (S .B .)  
7 /3 0  W in th rop
8 /1 7  P I .
8 /2 6  W B W S  

W ille t  ( in o r ta tu s )
7 /4  N e w b y p t.
7 /7  P I .

S p o tte d  S a n ^ ip e r  
7 /2 2  G rafton  
7 /2 5 - 3 0  C u m b . F arm s
7 /2 8
7 /2 9
8/6
8 /1 9
8 /2 7
8 /3 1

G M N W R  
D W M A  
N o rth b r id g e  
P.I.
L o n g m e a d o w  
C a p e  A n n

U p la n d  S a n d p ip er  
7 /3  L a n ca ster
7 /8  R o w le y
7 /1 8 , 8 /4 B e d fo r d  
7 /2 9  K atam a
8 /7  E d g a rto w n
8 /1 7  P.I.

W h im b rel

1
3 5

2  ad , 1 y g  
8 pr 
6  pr 

85  
4
3 a d
1

125

D . +  S . L arson  
R . H e il  

S. Z e n d e h #  
R . V eit#  
R . V eit#  
R . H e il  

H . R a y m o n d  
M . W illia m s  

C . D a lto n  
B . N ik u la

2  B B C  (R , S ty m e is t)  

1 P, K y le #

1 G . W o o d  +  v .o .

l^ w b y p t ./P .I .  
G M N W R  
C h a th a m  (S .B .)  
R o w le y  
T u rn ers F a lls  

N . M o n o m o y

2 3
4 1 , 130  
112

2 0 0 , 3 2 5  
3 0 , 6 2  

1
3

4 0 0 +
6 0

1
9 7 ,  8 0 0  
5 , 6 8  

2 8  
7 0  

1
220, 120 
2 2 5  

1
3 0 +

1
1
9
4  
6

20
6

22
17 0

3 8
H a d
22

114, 5 6  
1 7 0  ad  

1
18
II

1
2

13
6+
3 
6 

15
4  
3
5

D . F u rb ish  
R . H e il  

S . Z e n d e h #  
B . N ik u la  
W . D r e w #  

H . A lle n  
P. +  F. V a le  
M . L y n ch #
R . F erren #  

H . A lle n

R. H e il
S . P erk in s  

W. P etersen
J. B e n y

R . Packard  
B . N ik u la

R . H e il  
H . A lle n  

M . L y n ch #

T. Pirro  
P  +  F. V a le  
M . L y n ch #  

K . A n d er so n
S . P erk in s  

M . L y n ch #
V. Y urkunas 

R . L o c k w o o d

B . N ik u la  
f id e  E . R a y  

J. B erry  
D . F u rb ish  

R . H e il  
R . H e il  

S . Z e n d e h #  
R . H e il  

M . L y n ch #

R . H e il  
R . H e il

M . L y n ch #  
K . A n d er so n  

S. P erk in s  
M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #  

B B C  (D . O liv er )  
B . B ie d a  

J. B er ry #

3 +  1 ju v  R . L o c k w o o d  
1 J, B erry

8, 14 R . L o c k w o o d #

7 /1 0  
7 /1 8 , 8 /3

D u x b u ry  B . 
N e w b y p t.

1 
2
2  ju v  

9
5 , 2 0

G . D a n ie ls  
W. L ee  
R. H e il

D . Furbish  
R . H e il

7 /2 3 , 8 /6  N . M o n o m o y  
7 /2 8  D W W S
7 /2 8  M .V
7 /2 8  S q u an tu m
8 /6  D artm ou th
8 /1 0  N a n tu ck et
8 /2 5  E asth am
8 /2 9  Ip sw ic h  (C .B .)  

H u d so n ia n  G o d w it  
7 /2 ,  3 0  N e w b y p t.
7 /2 3  N . M o n o m o y /S .B .  
7 /3 0  W in th rop
8 /8  C hath am  (S .B .)

M arb led  G o d w it
7 /2 0 , 8 /2 6  N . M o n o m o y  
8 /2 5  E asth am
8 /2 6  W B W S

R u d d y  T u rn ston e  
7 /2 2  R o w le y
7 /2 8 , 8 /3 1  C a p e  A n n

3 6 0 , 2 4 0  
1 
1 
3 
2

5 0
3 9
1

2, 10 
8 2  
2 

109

1 ,3
1
1

B . N ik u la #
C , D a lto n #  

G . L ev a n d o sk i
R . D o n o v a n  
K . P r esto n #  
f id e  E . R a y  
M . L y n ch #  
C . B u e lo w

R . H e il  
R . H e il

S . Z e n d e h #  
B . N ik u la

B . N ik u la  
M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #

W in th rop  
P I .
C h ath am  (S .B .)  
N e w b y p t.
W estp ort  
E a sth a m  
M a rb leh ea d  
D u x b u ry  B . 
N a h a n t

C h ath am  (S .B .)  
N e w b y p t. H. 
D u x b u iy  B . 
Ip sw ic h  (C .B .)  
G M N W R  
N ah an t  
C a p e  A n n

1 ad  
6 , 9 0  
6

15
3 5 0
12
10

1 8 0 +
12

100
5 6

7 /3 0  
7 /3 0  
8 /5  
8 /9  
8/12 
8 /2 5  
8 /2 5  
8 /2 8  
8 /2 9

R e d  K n ot  
7 /3 0 , 8 /8  
8/6 
8/11 
8 /1 9  
8 /2 8  
8 /2 9  
8/31

S a n d er lin g
7 /1 9 , 2 3  C h ath am  (S .B .)  8 5 0 , 3 2 0 0
7 /2 7  L o n g m e a d o w  4
7 /2 8  G M N W R  1 ad
7 /3 0  P.I. 3 5 0
8 /3 , 2 9  N a h a n t 9 0 0 , 2 8 0 0
8 /6  R ev ere  B , 3 5 0
8 /8 , 2 7  C h ath am  (S .B .)  2 6 0 0 , 2 6 0 0
8 /1 2  W estp ort 2 5 0
8 /2 5  E asth am  6 0 0 +
8 /2 6  Ip sw ich  (C .B .)  1 0 5 0

S em ip a lm a te d  S an d p ip er
7 /2 2  G rafton  19
7 /2 3 , 8 /5  C h ath am  (S .B .)  1 8 0 0 , 5 5 0 0
7 /2 3  E asth a m  (N a u se t)  4 0 0
7 /2 8  G M N W R  12
7 /3 0  N . M o n o m o y  2 6 0 0
7 /3 0  N ew b y p t./P .I . 6 3 0 0
8 /2  H a d le y  12
8 /3  N a h a n t 4 2 0 0 +
8 /6  N e w b y p t. H . 5 5 0 0
8 /1 3  D u x b u ry  B . 2 0 0 0
8 /1 9  S . M o n o m o y  6 0 0
8 /1 9  C h ath am  (S .B .)  2 8 0 0
8 /2 5  E asth am  2 5 0 0 +
8 /2 8  Ip sw ich  (C .B .)  1 6 5 0

W estern  S an d p ip er
7 /1 5  E . B o s to n  I
7 /1 9 , 8 /5  C h a th a m (S .B ) 2 , 2
7 /2 3  E asth am  (N a u se t)  2
7 /2 8  S q u an tu m  1
8 /8  E d g a rto w n  2
8 /1 9  S . M o n o m o y  1
8 /2 6  N . M o n o m o y  1
8 /2 6  C uttyh u n k

L ea st S an d p ip er
7 /5 ,1 1  P.I. 6 0 ,2 3 0
7 /9 , 7 /2 8 G M N W R  3 5 , 2 5 0
7 /1 9  C h ath am  (S .B .)  8 0 0
7 /2 0  N . M o n o m o y  4 0 0
7 /2 2 , 8 /1 2  G rafton  3 2 1 , 149

J. B erry
J. B erry #  

S . Z en d eh #
R. H e il  
R. H e il  

M A S  (B . G ette)  
M . W illia m s  

M . L y n ch #
K , H a le y  

R . Ferren #
R . H e il

1 2 0 0 ,1 6 0 0  B . N ik u la
2  E . N ie lse n

5 0 0 +  D . F urbish
2 5  C . B u e lo w

1 im m  R. L o c k w o o d  
2 3  j u v  R. H e il

3 J. B erry #

R . H e il  
S . K e llo g g  
S . P erk in s  

R . H e il  
R . H e il  

P, +  F. V a le  
B , N ik u la  

M , W illia m s  
M . L y n ch #
C . B u e lo w

M . L y n ch #  
R. H e il 
R . H e il  

S . P erk in s  
B . N ik u la  

R . H e il  
H . A lle n  

R . H e il  
E. N ie ls e n
D . L arson  
B . N ik u la  
B . N ik u la

M , L y n ch #  
C . B u e lo w

R . H e il  
R . H e il 
R. H e il  

R. D o n o v a n  
A . K eith  

B . N ik u la  
B . N ik u la  

1 B B C  (R . S ty m e is t)

R . H e il  
S . P erk in s  

R . H e il  
B . N ik u la  

M . L y n ch #
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L east S an d p ip er  (co n tin u ed )
i m  E a sth a m  (N a u se t)  2 0 0 +  R . H e il
7 /2 5 -3 0  C u m b . F arm s 7 5  K . A n d erso n
8 /2  H a d le y  4 4  H . A lle n
8 /1 9  I p sw ic h  (C .B .)  7 5  C . B u e lo w
8 /2 7  S h ir le y  4 5  R . L o c k w o o d
8 /2 7  L o n g m e a d o w  2 6  B . B ie d a
8 /2 9  P.I. 2 3 0  W . D r e w #

W h ite-ru m p ed  S an d p ip er
7 / 7 , 3 0  R I. 1 ,3  R . H e il
7 /2 2  G rafton  1 M , L y n ch #
7 /3 0 , 8 /1 9  C h ath am  (S .B .)  4 , 1 2 0  B . N ik u la
8 /6  N e w b y p t. H . 2 0  E . N ie lse n
8 /6  R o w le y  4  J. B erry #
8 /9  E. B o s to n  (B .L )  3 G . W o o d
8 /9  R o ck p o rt 4  J. S o u c y #
8 /1 5 ,3 0  R I. 3 6 ,2 6 0  R . H e il
8 /1 9  S . M o n o m o y  3 5  B . N ik u la
8 /2 3  N a h a n t 3 5  R . H e il
8 /2 6  N a u se t  4 5  W. P etersen
8 /2 8  D u x b u ry  B . 2 5  R . Ferren#

B a ir d ’s  S an d p ip er
8 /2 2  G M N W R  1 ju v  S . P erk in s
8 /2 7  P.I. 2  J. H o v e #
8 /2 8  R o ck p o rt 1 M . F lor

P ectora l S and p ip er
7 /2 8 ,8 / 1 2  G M N W R  5 , 1 3  S . P erk in s
7 /2 8  S q u an tu m  5 R . D o n o v a n
8 /7  C h ilm a rk  8  G . L ev a n d o sk i
8 /9  H a d le y  2  R . Packard
8 /2 7  C h ath am  (S .B .)  7  B . N ik u la

D u n lin
7 /5  P I . 1 br p i R . H e il
7 /3 0 ,8 / 1 9  C h ath am  (S .B .)  2 , 2  B . N ik u la
8 /5  P.I. 1 br p i P. +  F. V a le
8 /6  N e w b y p t. H . 2  E . N ie lse n
8 /2 6  W B W S  4  M . L y n ch #

S tilt  S and p ip er
7 / 4 , 7 / 3 0 , 8 / 2  P I . 1 , 7 , 7 3  R . H e il
7 /9  C h ath am  (S .B .)  1 J. H o y e #
7 /2 3  E asth a m  (N a u se t)  1 R . H e il
7 /2 8  S qu a n tu m  7  R . D o n o v a n
8 /5  S . D art. (A . P d ) 1 R . L o c k w o o d  
8 /5  R o w le y  4  P. +  F. V ale
8 / 5 ,1 9  S . M o n o m o y  4 5 , 1 8  B . N ik u la
8 /7  C h ilm a rk  10  G . L e v a n d o w sk i
8 /9  E . B o s to n  (B .I .)  8  G . W o o d

B u ff-b r ea sted  S an d p ip er
8 /8  P.I. 1 D . L arson
8 /2 7 -3 1  P I . 1 -4  v .o .

R u f f
7 /3  P I . 1 3. H o y e #

S h o r t-b ille d  D o w itc h e r
7 /7  N ew b y p t./P .l. 4 3 0  R . H e il
7 /1 0 ,8 /1 1  D u x b u ry  B . 8 0 , 7 0  D . Furbish
7 /1 9 . 8 /5 C h a th a m  (S .B .)  1 8 0 0 , 1 9 0 0  R . H e il
7 /2 0  N . M o n o m o y  1 8 0 0  B . N ik u la
7 /2 3  E a sth a m  ^ a u s e t )  1 1 0 0  R . H e il
7 /3 0  R e v e r e  3 8 0  S . Z en d eh #
8 /8  E . B o s to n  (B .L )  4 9 5  A . J o slin
8 /2 5  E a sth a m  2 8 0 +  M . L y n ch #

S h o r t-b ille d  D o w itc h e r  (h e n d e r s o n ii )
7 / 5 , 7  P I . 2 , 4  R . H e il
7 /1 0  D u x b u ry  B . 1 D . Furbish
7 /1 9  C h ath am  (S .B .)  2  R . H e il
7 /3 0  R e v e r e  3 S . Z en d eh #

L o n g -b ille d  D o w itc h e r
7 /1 4 , 8 /2  P.I. 2 ,  12 ad  R . H e il
7 /2 3  E a sth a m  (N a u se t)  3 a d  R . H e il
8 /5  S . M o n o m o y  4  ad  R . H e il
8 /1 0  P I . 13 W. D r e w #
8 /1 9  S . M o n o m o y  3 B . N ik u la

C o m m o n  S n ip e
7 /1  L e n o x  1 R . L au b ach
7 /2 8 ,8 / 2 2  G M N W R  1 ,1 1  S . P erk in s
8 /6  E . B o s to n  (B .I .)  1 S . Z en d eh
8 /6  P L  1 P  +  F. V ale

T. P irro

R . H e il  
R . H e il  

B . N ik u la

3 M A S  (B . G ette)
1 G . C o lb o m

2 6  B B C  (S . P erk in s)
2  S . H ed m a n

6  B B C  (S . P erk in s)

1 ph P. T rull

1 E . R a y
1 P. T rull
1 G . D a n ie ls #
1 B B C  (S . P erk in s)
2  B . N ik u la

1 P. T rull
13 R . H e il

2  3 S  R . H e il
1 G . L ev a n d o sk i
2  G . D a n ie ls #
1 M A S  (B . G ette)  
1 W. P etersen
4  M . L y n ch #

A m er ic a n  W o o d co ck  
7 /6  H R W M A

W ilso n ’s P h a larop e  
7 /5  P.I.
7 /7  N e w b u r y
8 /1 9  S . M o n o m o y

R e d -n e c k e d  P h alarop e  
8 /9  J e ffr e y ’s  L.
8 /2 0  P.I.
8 /2 1  C a sh e s  L ed g e
8 /2 4  E asth am

R ed  P h alarop e
8 /2 1  C a sh e s  L e d g e

S o u th  P o la r  S k u a  *'
7 /1 7  S te llw a g e n

P o m a r in e  Jaeger  
7 /1  N a n tu ck et
7 /1 9  S te llw a g e n
8 /1 7  G a y  H ead
8 /2 1  C a sh e s  L e d g e
8 /3 1  S te llw a g e n

P arasitic  Jaeger
7 /1 9  S te llw a g e n
7 /1 9  C h ath am  (S .B .)
7 /2 7  R o ck p o rt (A .P .)
7 /2 8  C h ilm ark
8 /6  G a y  H ead
8 /9  J e ffr e y ’s  L.
8 /2 6  N a u se t
8 /2 6  S te llw a g e n

L o n g - ta ile d  J a e g e r
8 /2 7  A tla n tis  C . 2  ju v  p h  H e il, P e tersen , A b b o tt  

Jaeg er  sp e c ie s
7 /1 9  C h ath am  (S .B .)  8 +  R . H e il
7 /2 6  R ock p o rt (A .P .)  4  R . H e il
8 /5  P r o v in c e to w n (R .P )  2  R . H e il
8 /31  S te llw a g e n  4 +  B . N ik u la

L a u g h in g  G u ll
7716 R o ck p o rt (A .P .) 3 J. S o u c y
7 /1 9 ,8 / 5  C h ath am  (S .B .)  2 0 0 0 ,1 5 0 0  R . H eil
7 /2 3  E asth am  2 1 0  R . H e il
8 /1 8  R ev ere  B . 4  B B C  (P. V ale)
8 /2 2  L yn n  2 0 0  J. Q u ig le y
8 /2 6  S te llw a g e n  8 0 +  M . L y n ch #
8 /2 7  P.I. 13 M . R esch
8 /2 9  N a h a n t 6 0 0  R . H e il

L ittle  G u ll
7 /1 -2 9  C hath am  (S .B .)  1 I S B .  N ik u la  +  v.o .
7 /1 2  N a n tu ck et 1 IS  E . R ay

B la c k -h e a d e d  G u ll
8 /1 0 -3 1  C h ath am  (S .B .)  2  ad m a x  B . N ik u la  +  v .o . 

B o n a p a rte’s G u ll
thr C hath am  (S .B .)  3 0  m a x  B . N ik u la #
7 /1 8  P.I. 115 W . D r e w #
7 /2 9  G lo u c e s te r  2 4  J. B erry #
7 /3 0  N e w b y p t. 2 9 0  R . H e il
8 /6  R ev ere  B . 2 5 0 +  P. +  F. V ale
8 /1 2  N . M o n o m o y  3 J. B arto n #
8 /1 6  L yn n  1 0 0 0  J. Q u ig le y
8 /2 3  N a h a n t 9 0 0  R . H e il
8 /3 1  C a p e A n n  10 0  J. B erry #

C a lifo r n ia  G u ll  (d e ta ils  su b m itte d ) *
7 /2 3  S .B . 1 3 S  or  w o rn  ad  B . N ik u la , R . H e il

L e s s e r  B la c k -b a c k e d  G u ll
7 /6  C h ath am  (S .B .)  3 B . N ik u la
7 /7  P.I. 1 IS  R . H e il
7 /8  S te llw a g e n  1 S S B C  (D . C la p p )
7 /8  P ly m o u th  1 IS  W. P etersen
7 /1 9  S .B ./N . M o n o m o y  41  R . H e il#
7 /2 3  E asth a m  (N a u se t)  1 3 S  R . H e il
7 /2 9  S .B ./M o n o m o y  6 0 +  B . N ik u la #
8 /1 -3 1  S .B ./N . M on y . 8 0  m a x  8 /5  B . N ik u la , R .H e il
8 /2 6  N a u s e t  2  W. P etersen

B la c k - le g g e d  K ittiw a k e
8 /1 3  P ’to w n  1 B . N ik u la #
8 /2 1  C a sh e s  L e d g e  1 B B C  (S . P erk in s)
8 /2 8  C h ath am  (S .B .)  1 M A S  (J. N e ls o n )
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G u ll - b i l le d  T e r n  *
7 /1  N a n tu ck et
7 /8  E d ga rto w n

C a ^ i a n  Tern
111  R e v e r e  B .
8 /2 2  L yn n

R o y a l Tern
7 /1 1  W estp ort
7 /1 7  E d g a rto w n
7 /1 9 ,2 3  C h a th a m  (S .B .)  
7 /2 4 , 2 8 , 8 /1 9  C h ath am  (S  

S a n d w ic h  T e r n
7 /6  C h a th a m  (S .B .)

R o se a te  Tern
7 /2  N e w b y p t.
7 /1 9 , 8 /5 C h a th a m  (S .B .)

1
1
4  ad , 1 ad  

B .)  1, 1, 1

7 /2 7
8/6
8/8
8 /2 6
8 /2 8

C o m m o n  Tern

R o ck p o r t (A .R )  
D artm ou th  
C h ath am  (S .B .)  
N a u se t  
D u x b u ry  B .

7 /1  
7 /5  
7 /2 3  
7 /2 9  
8 /5  
8 /2 6  
8 /2 9  

A r c tic  Tern

P ly m o u th  B .
N e w b y p t
C h ath am
F a lm o u th
C h ath am
S te llw a g e n
N a h a n t

1
9  ad s  

5 0 0 , 4 0 0  
6 
1

4 0 0 +
2 5 0

1
5 0

150
20,000

5 9
2 5 ,0 0 0

4 0 0 +
2 3 0

F. V ale  
J. Q u ig le y

R. B o w e n  
A . K e ith  

R . H e il  
B . N ik u la

B . N ik u la

7/1
7 /6 , 3 0  
7 /1 2  
7 /1 7  
7 /2 3
8 /1 -3 1  _ .

F o r ster ’s Tern  
7 /5 , 8 /1 7  P.I, 
7 /6 , 8 /2 7 W e stp o rt

P ly m o u th  B . 
C h a th a m  (S .B .)  
N a n tu ck et  
S te llw a g e n  
E a sth a m  (N a u se t)  
C h a th a m  (S .B .)

7 /1 8  L ynn
E . R a y  7 /2 3  N a n tu ck et

G . L ev a n d o sk i 8 /1 0 -3 1  C h ath am  (S .B .)
8 /2 2  C ha p p a q u id d ick  
8 /2 5  E astham  
8 /2 6  N a u se t
8 /2 8  D u x b u ry  B .

L ea st Tern  
7 /7  P.I.
7 /2 3  E asth am  (N a u se t)  
8 /1 2  W estport
8 /2 8  D u x b u ry  B .

B r id le d  T er n  (d e ta ils  su b m itted )  
7 /1 7  M u sk e g et

B la c k  T em
7 /9  C hath am  (S .B .)
8 /5  S . M o n o m o y
8 /6  D artm ou th
8 /8  O a k  B lu ffs
8 /1 4  D u x b u ry  B .
8 /1 4  Fa irh aven
8 /1 4  P.I.
8 /1 9  S . M o n o m o y
8/2 1  N a n tu ck et
8 /2 5  E astham
8 /2 6  Ip sw ich  (C .B .)

B la c k  S k im m er
7 /1  P ly m o u th  B .
7 /6 , 2 4  C h ath am  (S .B .)
7 /2 3  E asth am  (N a u se t)
7 /2 4  E d ga rto w n

B la c k  G u ille m o t
7 /1 5  R o ck p o rt (A .R )
7 /2 6  R o c k ^ r t  (A .P .)

A t la n t ic  P u ff in
7 /1  N a n tu ck et S o u n d
7 /2 6  R o ck p o rt (A .P .)

R . H e il L arge a lc id  sp e c ie s  
R. B o w e n  11% M e llw a g en

1 J. Q u ig le y
1 H . M c G u in n e ss

R . H e il  
R . H e il  
R. H e il  

K . P r esto n #  
B . N ik u la  

W. P etersen  
R . F erren #

J. H o y e #  
J. B erry  
R . H e il  

R. Farrell 
R . H e il  

M . L yn ch #  
R . H e il

3  m a x  
1 
2 
1 
I

3 8
2 5 0 +

10
15

I ad

v.o .
G . D a n ie ls  
M . L y n ch #  

W. P e tersen  
R . Ferren #

R . H e il  
R . H e il  

M . W illia m s  
R. F erren #

R. V eit#

2  J. H o y e #
4 0  I S , 6 0  B . N ik u la

1 ad , 1 ju v  E . R a y
2  ad  P. Trull
2  I S  R . H e il

15 im m  m a x  B . N ik u la #

1, 1
1 ,4 0

2  b r p i  
20
2 
2 
1 
1 
I 
3
1 
1
2
2
2
I ad  
3

1 br p i
2  br p i

1
1

J. H o y e #  
R . H e il  

K . P r esto n #  
A . K e ith  

C . D a lto n  
M . L a B o ss ie r e  

R . H e il  
B . N ik u la  

E. R a y  
M . L yn ch #  
C . B u e lo w

J. H o y e #  
B . N ik u la  

R. H e il  
A . K eith

J. S o u c y  
R . H e il

E. R a y #  
R . H e il

R. H e il

C U C K O O S T H R O U G H  FINCH ES

On Tuckemuck Island two pairs of Short-eared Owls were present throughout the period, 
and two individuals were seen on Nantucket. Although no young birds were noted, there is the 
hope that these birds succeeded in breeding, and that the species continues as a breeder, albeit 
rare, in the state. Martha’s Vineyard added two new species to its growing list of breeding 
birds. On July 10, two fledgling Tufted Titmouse were found in West Tisbury, confirming the 
first breeding record for the island. Another pair of titmice was reported in nearby Chilmark. A 
pair of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were found on a nest in Chilmark, surprisingly a first breeding 
record for the Vineyard. Other breeding success is noted among grassland species, indicated by 
the numbers gathered by Ron Lockwood and friends on two critical properties: Hanscom Field 
in Bedford and the old Fort Devens property in Lancaster. Notice the positive numbers for 
Savannah and Grasshopper sparrows and Bobolinks; the numbers of meadowlarks, however, 
seem to be on the decline.

There is a sharp decrease in reports for both species of cuckoos for the second year in a 
row. A Lincoln’s Sparrow in Windsor in early July indicated possible breeding; the first and 
only confirmed breeding of this species was in nearby Florida in 1981. In the Middlesex Fells, 
a pair of Red-bellied Woodpeckers had reared two broods for the seventh year running. The 
literature tells us that this species does not double clutch in the northern edge of their range.
The Medford birds first fledged on June 6 and again on July 23.

Migration gets underway by mid-August, and one of the more visible indications is the 
movement of Common Nighthawks. The numbers were down significantly from last year, and 
veteran nighthawk watcher Tom Gagnon, who has been gathering data from Northampton for
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the past 23 years, reported the lowest total this year: 62 percent below average! In Worcester, 
the folks watching from Notre Dame Cemetery had a significant flight of about 1500 birds on 
the evening of August 24, but again numbers were down from last year. Generally the trend has 
been for better numbers to be tallied from the Connecticut River Valley, with decreasing 
numbers as you get closer to the coast. This year the highest daily total from Northampton was 
270, while watchers from Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge reported an all-time daily high 
of 463 on August 22.

An exciting phenomenon of fall migration is the gathering of Tree Swallows along the 
coast and especially Plum Island. This year, the numbers were significantly down, with many 
observers commenting that the sunset swallow shows were lackluster. This past year there was 
massive spraying for salt marsh mosquitoes; Jim Berry wondered whether the spraying was so 
effective that the swallows’ food supply was drastically reduced and they were forced to go 
elsewhere. The numbers did improve later in the month, but not approaching the hundreds of 
thousands in past years.

Purple Martins are regular along the coast, particularly at known breeding areas such as 
Plum Island and Daniel Webster WS in Marshfield, but they are rare inland, so the report of two 
in Sheffield on July 1 was significant. Marsh Wrens are also rare in western Massachusetts, due 
largely to a lack of suitable habitat, so the fact that two were seen in Pittsfield on July 9 was of 
interest.

Land-bird migration is under way by mid-August, and the keen birder has to divide the 
time between shore and field to catch those pesky warblers that often try to return south 
unnoticed. Olive-sided Flycatchers generally move south early and in a short period of time; the 
report from Orange in late July is interesting — perhaps breeding was not far away. There were 
as many Golden-winged Warbler reports during this period as in spring, but no reports of 
possible breeding. A rare visitor was a Yellow-throated Warbler which spent four days in 
Rockport. Only one Worm-eating Warbler was detected and was probably a breeding bird. Other 
interesting reports include Kentucky Warbler from Marblehead, at least seven migrant Mourning 
Warblers, and five Yellow-breasted Chats.

Among unusual occurrences was the appearance of a Blue Grosbeak in Southwick, which 
was first noted on June 23, and lingered through July 14. While Blue Grosbeaks are regularly 
reported during migration, summer records are rare, the only other report being of a singing 
male summering in Worcester in 1991. There was a scattering of reports of Evening Grosbeaks, 
a single Pine Siskin, and White-winged Crossbills from around the state. R.H.S.

B la c k -b il le d  C u c k o o 7 /2 3 S ter lin g  
E . M id d le b o r o

2
7 /1 3 W in d sor 1 H . A lle n 7 /2 8 1
7 /1 4 P ittsfie ld 1 N . M o le 7 /2 9 W aylan d 3 ju v
7 /2 0 S h e ff ie ld 1 R . L au b ach 8 /1 2 G ardner 2
7 /2 2 Q u a b b in  (G 3 3 ) 1 M . L y n ch #  

1 K . A n d er so n
8 /1 6 U x b r id g e 1

7 /3 0 E . M id d le b o r o S hort-ea red  O w l
8 /8 L e v e r e d 1 H . A lle n 7/th r T u ck era u ck 2  prs
8 /9 B e c k e t 1 R . L au b ach 7 /2 N a n tu ck et 2
8 /2 0 N orth a m p to n 1 T. G a g n o n 8 /1 9 S . M o n o m o y 1
8/2 1 P.I. 1 D . +  S . L arson 8/21 N a n tu ck et 1

Y e llo w -b il le d  C u c k o o N o rth ern  S a w -w h e t  O w l
7 /1 Q u a b b in  (G 4 3 ) 1 B . K a n e n i l Q u a b b in  (G 3 3 ) 1
7 /5 P ly m o u th  (M S S F ) 1 K . A n d er so n C o m m o n  N ig h th a w k
7 /6
8 /2 6

Ip sw ich
C uttyh u n k

1 J. B erry  
1 B B C  (R . S ty m eis t)

8 /1 6
8 /1 6

L e x in g to n
W eston

1
1

E astern  S c r e e c h -O w l 8 /1 6 W a k efie ld 1
thr R ep o rts  o f  ind iv . from  13 lo c a tio n s 8 /1 7 , 19 W atertow n 1 2 ,4 0

G reat H o m e d  O w l 8 /2 0 -3 1  N orth a m p to n 1 3 3 8
thr R ep o rts  o f  ind iv . from  7  lo c a tio n s 8 /2 2 , 2 4  M t.A 4 6 3 ,  174

B arred  O w l 8 /2 2 , 2 4  W o rcester 2 0 5 , 1 5 0 0
7 /1 7 H arvard 2  S . H ardy 8 /2 2 L e x in g to n 6 4

BIRD OBSERVER V o l . 2 8 , N o . 6 ,  2 0 0 0

R . S p e d in g  
K . A n d e r so n

F. C utitta
T. P irro  

J. B arth el

R . V eit#
S . L a n g er  
B . N ik u la

E . R ay

M . L y n ch #

C . F lo y d
G . F e rgu son  

P. +  F. V a le  
R. S ty m e is t

T. G a g n o n  
R . S ty m e is t#

M . L y n ch #  
S . P erk in s
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C o m m o n  N ig h th a w k  (c o n tin u e d )  
8 /2 4 ,  3 0  M a y n a rd 5 4 ,6 6

7 5
5 0

4 5 0
61

3 5 5

1
1
1

1

8 /2 6  M e d fo r d
8 /2 6  T y n g sb o ro
8 /3 1  S o u th w ic k
8 /3 1  B e v e r ly
8 /3 1  P itts f ie ld

W h ip -p o o r -w ill  
7 /5  T em p le to n
8 /2 7  I p s w ic h  (C .B .)
8 /3 1  E rv in g

C h u c k - w i l l ’s -w id o w  
7 /1  W e llf le e t

C h im n e y  S w if t  
8 A 1 N a h a n t
8 /1 7  W a k e fie ld
8 /1 9  M e n d o n
8 /2 0  N o rth b r id g e  
8 /2 4  W o rcester

R u b y -th ro a ted  H u m m in g b ird  
7 /8  S a v o y
8 /1 1  H u n tin g to n
8 /2 0  N o rth a m p to n
th r R ep o rts  o f  1 -2  in d iv . from  2 2  lo c a tio n s

B e lte d  K in g fisn e r

7 5 +
200+
20+
6 0 +

3 0 0 +

3
8
9

R . H e il  
P. +  F. V a le  
D . M o ffe tt  
M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #

M . L y n ch #  
R. P ackard  
T. G a g n o n

M . L y n ch #  
R . L o c k w o o d  

M . I ^ n c h #  
J. r o r b e s  

M . L y n ch #  
S . K e llo g g

M . L y n ch #  
R . L o c k w o o d  

M . L y n ch #  
M , L y n ch #  
R. Packard  

R . H e il 
M . R in e s#

R . H e il

7 /4  W a k e fie ld
7 /8  B o x b o r o
8 /2 0  R o w e
8 /2 5  G ra fto n

R e d -b e llie d  W o o d p e ck er  
7 /4  M o n s o n
7 /1 4  M e d fo rd

Y e llo w -b e l lie d  S a p su ck er

2  P, +  F. V a le
4  J. M ich a e ls
2  V. Y urkunas
4  M . L y n ch #

3 M . L y n ch #  
p r n 2 n d  b rood  M . R in es

7 /1
7 /3
7 /8
7/21
8/11

G t. B arr in g to n  
Q u a b b in  (G IO )  
H R W M A  
E r v in g  
H u n tin g to n

H airy  W o o d p e ck er  
7 /6  Ip sw ic h
7 /2 9  D W M A
8/11  H u n tin g to n

P ile a te d  W o o d p e ck er
7 /2
7 /8
7 /2 3
8/38/11
8 /3 0

A m e sb u r y
W in d so r
B o u rn e
I p sw ic h
H u n tin g to n
P e tersh a m

O liv e -s id e d  F ly c a tc h e r
7 /2 4
8/20
8/21
8 /2 6
8 /3 0

O r a n g eHRV^
L e x in g to n
C u tty h u n k
A m h e rst

E astern  W o o d -P e w e e
7 /2
7 /2
7 /9
7 /9
7 /2 2
7 /2 9
8/11
8 /1 3
8 /2 7

H in e h a m  
H o ld e n  
C o n c o r d  
B o x fo r d  
Q u a b b in  (G 3 3 )  
D W M A  
H u n tin g to n
B arre F D  ./R u tla n d  S.P. 19
S h ir le y  

Y e llo w -b e l lie d  F ly c a tc h e r  
8 /2 1  M N W S

A c a d ia n  F ly ca tch er  
7 /3  W . Q u a b b in
7 /1 1  M o n ro e

A ld er  F ly ca tch er  
7 /8  W in d so r
8 /2  N o rth a m p to n
8/11  H u n tin g to n

W illo w  F ly c a tc h e r  
7 /2  D W W S
7 /3  L a n ca ster
7 /4  W a k efie ld

7 /8  W in d so r  4
L, N ach trab  7 /2 1  G M N W R  (W a y la n d ) 11

A . J o s lin  7 /2 4  P.I. n
M . A m rich  7 /2 9  L e x in g to n  4
S . K e llo g g  7 /3 0  S te r lin g  P eat 6

G . L e e t 8 /8  S o u th w ic k  2
T. C o llin s  L ea st F ly ca tch er

7 /1  S h e f f ie ld  3
T. P irro 7 /3  L a n ca ster  2

C . B u e lo w  7 /8  S a v o y  5
V. Y urkunas 7 /2 2  Q u ab b in  (G 3 3 )  5

8 /1 1  H u n tin g to n  4
R . S ty m e is t#  8 /2 1  N a h a n t 2

8 /2 6  L e x in g to n  3
E m p id o n a x  sp e c ie s

8 /2 9  N a h a n t 4
E astern  P h o e b e

8 /1 3  B arre F .D ./R u tla n d  S.P. 16  M . L y n ch #  
8 /2 5  H R W M A  2 5  T. Pirro

G reat C rested  F ly ca tch er
7 /2  H o ld e n  4  M . L y n ch #
7 /2  M a yn ard  2  L. N ach tra b
7 /2  H in g h a m  10 G . d ’E n trem on t
7 /6  Ip sw ic h  3 J. B errv
8 /1 1  W a k efie ld  4  F. V a le
8 /1 3  G lo u c e s te r  3 R . H e il
8 /2 6  W B W S  2  M . L y n ch #

E astern  K in g b ird
8 /2 , 18 P.I. 4 3 , 3 2  R . H e il
8 /1 9  R o ck p o r t (H .P .) 13 M . L y n ch #
8 /2 0  M t.A . 13 R . S ty m e is t
8 /2 6  C u ttyh u n k  14  B B C  (R . S ty m e is t)

W h ite -e y e d  V ireo
M . L y n ch #  7 /2 2  W estp ort 3 J. Y ou n g

G . d ’E n trem o n t#  B lu e -h e a d e d  V ireo
7 /4  M o n so n  3 M . L y n ch #
7 /6  Ip sw ic h  2  m  J. B erry
7 /8  S a v cw  6  M . L y n ch #
7 /9  B o x fo r d  2  m  J. B erry
7 /2 2  Q u a b b in  (G 3 3 )  9  M . L yn ch #
7 /2 2  P e tersh a m  6  M . L y n ch #
8 /1 9  W in d so r  3  B . K an e
8 /2 7  P.I. 1 C . B u e lo w

1 L . M c D o u g a ll Y e llo w -th ro a ted  V ireo
2  M . L y n ch #  7 /1  G t. B arr in gton  1 M . L y n ch #

J. H arris 7 /1  Ip sw ic h  1 P. +  F  V ale
J. B erry  7 /4  M o n so n  3  M . L y n ch #

R . P ackard  7 /7  B il le r ic a  1 R . L o c k w o o d
B . L a fle y  7 /9  B o x fo r d  4  J. B erry

7 /1 0  O N W ^  1 R . L o c k w o o d
R . C o y le  7 /2 9  D W M A  1 M . L y n ch #

D . L a rso n  8 /2 6  L e n o x  1 S . K e llo g g
J. F o rb es 8 /2 7  S h ir le y  1 R . L o c k w o o d

B B C  (R . S ty m e is t)  W arb lin g  V ireo
H . A lle n  7 /2 3  L o n g m e a d o w  12 M . L y n ch #

8 /2 7  W oburn 8  M . R in es
G . d ’E n trem on t P h ila d e lp h ia  V ireo

M . L y n ch #  8 /1 5  L ev e re tt  2  H . A lle n
R. L o c k w o o d  R e d -e y e d  V ireo

J. B erry  7 /1  S . B erk sh ire s  4 0  M . L yn ch #
M . L y n ch #  7 /2  H in g h a m  13 G . d ’E n trem on t
M . L y n ch #  7 /2  H o ld e n  3 5  M . L y n ch #
R . P ackard  7 /8  S a v o y  2 6  M . L y n ch #
M . L y n ch #  7 /8  H R W M A  16  T. Pirro

R. L o c k w o o d  7 /2 2  Q u ab b in  (G 3 3 )  17  M . L y n ch #
8 /1 3  B arre F .D ./R u tla n d  S.P. 16 M . L y n ch #  

R . H e il 8 /2 2  M e d fo rd  6  M . R in e s #
F ish  C ro w

T. G agn ori 7 /1 3  N o rth a m p to n  3 H . A lle n
R . R ancatti 7 /2 3  C a n to n  1 G . d ’E n trem on t

8 /1  D W W S  4  D . Furbish
M . L y n ch #  8 /2  Ip sw ich  1 J. B erry
R. P ackard  8 /2 8  H a d le y  1 H. A lle n
R. Packard  C o m m o n  R a v en

7/1  S h e ff ie ld  3 M . L yn ch #
D . F u rb ish  7 /4  S o u th w ic k  1 M . L yn ch #

R . L o c k w o o d  7 /4  M o n so n  1 M . L yn ch #
P. +  F. V a le  7 /8  H a w le y  B o g  1 M . L yn ch #

4  
2
1 m  ad  

1 ad  +  2  y g
2  im m

3
4

3 ad , 3  y g

T. Pirro  
V. Y urkunas 

R . Packard

J. B erry  
M . L yn ch #  
R . Packard

1212
7
5
5
6 
9
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C o m m o n  R a v en  (co n tin u ed ) 8 /2 0 M t.A . 4
8 /8 S u n d erlan d 2 M . W illia m s 8 /2 6 C u ttyh u n k 2 8  B
8 /2 8 G roton 2 T. Pirro 8 /2 6 L e x in g to n 8

H o m e d  Lark 8 /2 7 W oburn 6
8 /2 5 C h ath am  (S .B .) 8 D . +  S . L arson 8 /2 9 L o n g m e a d o w 1

P u rp le M artin H o u se  W renin S h e ff ie ld 2 D . R e id 7 /2 D W W S 6
7 /2 2 W estp ort 1 J. Y ou n g 7 /2 H in g h a m 9mi D W S 3 0 + E. T ay lor 7 /2 H o ld e n 7
7 /2 4 P I . 33 M . L yn ch # 8/11 N ah an t 7
8 /2 5 C h ilm ark 2 A . K e ith 8 /2 6 H R W M A 1 0 +

T ree S w a l lo w 8 /3 1 L ex in g to n 10
7 /3 0 P I . 3 0 0 0 R . H e il W in ter W ren
8 /9 , 17 
8 /1 7  
8 /2 6  
8 /2 6  
8 /2 6  
8 /2 7

P.I.
W a k efie ld  
S h elb u rn e  
S te llw a g e n  
S . M o n o m o y  
N orth a m p to n

7 0 0 0 , 3 0 ,0 0 0  R . H e ll200+
9 0 0

2 5 0 0
3 0 0 +

10000
N orth ern  R o u g h -w in g e d  S w a llo w

7/1 S . E g rem o n t 15
7 /1 5 H o ld e n 9
7 /1 5 E. B o sto n 6
7 /2 3 E astham 4
8 /2 7 W a k efie ld 3 0

ink S w a llo w
7 /3 S o u th w ick 100
7 /4 Ip sw ich 2 0 +
7 /5 L an ca ster 2 6
7 /9 G M N W R 150
7/11 P.I. 1 2 5 +
7 /2 3 E asth am 3 5
8 /2 8 N orth am p ton 1 0 0 0

P. +  F. V a le  
V. Y urkunas 

M . L y n ch #  
B . N ik u la  

T. G a g n o n

M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #  

R. H e il  
R. H e il  

P. +  F. V ale

G . d ’E n trem on t#  
J, B erry #  

R . L o c k w o o d  
S . P erk in s  

R . H e il  
R . H e il  

H . A lle n
B a m  S w a llo w  

7 / 3 0 ,8 / 9  P I . 2 0 0 , 4 0 0
8/11
8 /1 9
8/20
8 /2 4
8 /2 7

C l i f f  S w a l lo w

N ah an t
W a k efie ld
N o rth b r id g e
W o rcester
C h ath am

R . H e il  
9 0 +  

2 5 0 +
7 0 +

1 5 0 +10O+
7 /1 E s se x 1
7 /1 L en o x 5
7 /4 N ew b u ry 3 -4
7 /2 4 P.I. 2
7 /2 6 C olra in 3
8 /8 N o rth fie ld 6
8 /8 W h a te le y 4
8 /2 2 C ha p p a q u id d ick 1
8 /2 8 N orth a m p to n 2

T u fted  T itm o u se  
7 /1 0  W. T isb u ry
7 /2 0  C hilm ark

R ed -b r ea sted  N u th atch  
7 /2  
7 /2  
7 /4  
7 /9  
7 /1 3  
7 /1 5  
7 /1 6  
7 /2 9  
8 /1 3  
8 /1 9

ad  +  2  y g
pr

M ayn ard  2
H in g h a m  2
M o n so n  6
C o n c o r d  1
E . M id d le b o r o  1
S to w  2
W h a te le y  1
D W M A  3
B arre F .D ./R u tla n d  S.P.IO  
W in d so r  5

B ro w n  C reep er
7 /2
7 /8
7 /8
7 /1 5
7 /2 2
8 /1 3

H o ld e n  
S a v o y  
M ilto n  
S to w  
Q u ab b in  (G 3 3 )
B arre F .D ./R u tla n d  S .P  3

C a ro lin a  W ren  
7 /5 -8 /1 3  A m h e rst
7 /1 5
7 /1 9
8 /3
8 /9
8/11

S to w  
W ore. (B M B )  
M N W S  
S u n d erlan d  
N ah an t

1
2
5
8
1

10

7 /9 B o x fo r d 2 m
7 /1 0 M t G r ey lo ck 4
7 /1 3 L ex in g to n 2  m
7 /2 3 S ter lin g 2

M arsh  W ren
7 /3
7 /4
7 /4
7 /9
7 /2 4
7 /2 9

W. B rid g e w a te r
D W W S
W a k efie ld
P ittsfie ld
P I .
D W M A

B lu e -g r a y  G n atcatch er

R . H e il  
P  +  F. V ale  
M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #

P  +  F. V a le  
S . K e llo g g  

J. B e n w  
M . L y n ch #  

H . A lle n  
R . C o y le  

M . W illia m s
A . K eith  
H . A lle n

K . B ram b all 
R . C ava n a g h

L. N ach trab  
G . d ’E n trem on t

M . L y n ch #  
R . L o c k w o o d  
K . A n d er so n  

R . L o c k w o o d
M . W illia m s  

M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #

B. K an e

M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #  

G . d ’E n trem on t  
R . L o c k w o o d  

M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #

H . A lle n  
R. L o c k w o o d  

J. L iller  
R . H e il  

M . W illia m s  
R . H e il

8/11
8/11
8/20
8/20
8/20
8/21
8/22
8 /3 0
8/31
8/31

H u n tin gton
B u rlin g to n
M t.A .
N a h a n t
W oburn
M N W S
M e d fo rd
S o u th  w ic k
P L
C o n co rd

G o ld e n -c r o w n e d  K in g le t
7 /8  
7 /2 6  
8 /1 9  

Veeî
7 /2
7 /2
7 /3
7 /4
7 /6
7 /8
7 /1 0
7 /2 2

S a v o y
E sse x
W in d sor

S h e ff ie ld  
H o ld en  
H in g h a m  
W. B o x fo r d  
M o n so n  
Ip sw ich  
W in d sor  
O N W R  
Q u ab b in  (G 3 3 )  

7 / 2 5 ,8 / 1 5  W h a te ly  
S w a in s o n ’s T hrush  

7 /5  S a v o y
7 /1 1  M o n ro e

H erm it T h m sh  
7 /2  H o ld e n
7 /2  H in g h a m
7 /6  Ip sw ich
7 /9  C o n co rd
7 /1 5  S to w
7 /2 2  Q u ab b in  (G 3 3 )
8 /1 3  B arre F .D ./R u tlan d

W o o d  T h ru sh

13
3 
7  
2

2 3
6

1
1
1
1
4  
2 
1 
1 
1 
1

7
4  
6

12
19
2 7

5
6 
6
8
5 
4

5, 1

4
18

7
7
3 m
4
6 

17
S.P.

7/1
7 /2
7 /4
7 /9
7/11
7 /1 5
8 /2 6

G ray  C atbird

M ilto n
H in g h a m
M o n so n
C o n co rd
W ore. (B M B )
H o ld en
L ex in g to n

15
6
6
7
9
6
2

R . S ty m eis t  
1C (R . S t)n n eist)  

M . R in e s#  
M . R in es  
H . A lle n

D . F u rb ish  
D . +  S . L arson  

M . L y n ch #  
R. H e il  

T. Pirro  
M . R in es

J. B erry  
R. R ancatti 

M . R in es  
R . S p e d in g

S . A ren a  
D . F u rb ish  

P. +  F. V a le  
T. G a g n o n  
M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #

R . P ackard  
R . L a F o n ta in e

R . S ty m e is t  
F. V ale  

M . R in es  
R . H e il  

M . R in e s #
S . K e llo g g  

B . K a n e
M . R in es

M . L yn ch #  
J. B erry #  

B . K a n e

M . L y n ch #  
M . L yn ch #  

G . d ’E n trem on t  
J. B erry #  

M . L y n ch #  
J. B erry  

M . L y n ch #  
R . L o c k w o o d  

M . L y n ch #  
M . W illia m s

R . R ancatti 
R . R ancatti

M . L y n ch #  
G . d ’E n trem on t  

J. B erry  
R . L o c k w o o d  
R . L o c k w o o d  

M . L y n ch #  
16 M . L y n ch #

A . J o s lin  
G . d ’E n trem on t  

M . L y n ch #  
R . L o c k w o o d  

J. L iller  
M . L y n ch #  
M . R in e s #

7/1
7 /4
7 /1 5
8 /3
8/11
8 /1 3
8 /1 3
8 /2 6

S h e ff ie ld
W a k efie ld
H o ld en
P I .
N ah an t  
C a p e A n n  
B arre F .D ./R u tla n d  
C uttyh u n k

3 0  M . L y n ch #
2 9  P  +  F  V ale
3 8  M . L yn ch #
8 5  R. H e il
4 5  R. H e il
6 9  R. H e il

S.P. 3 9  M . L y n ch #  
4 2  B B C  (R . S ty m e is t)
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B r o w n  T h rasher
7 /3
8 /7
8 /1 7
8 /1 9
8 /1 9

C ed a r  W a x w in g

L a n ca ster
W ^ e f ie ld
P.I.
M e d fo rd  
R o ck p o r t (H .R )

2
7

18
2
2

R . L o c k w o o d  
F. V ale  
R . H e il  

M . R in es  
M . L y n ch #

7 /8  S a v o y  4 0  M . L y n ch #
7 /2 5  W h a te ly  3 0 +  M . W illia m s
8 /1 1  L e n o x  1 0 0  S . K e llo g g
8 /1 1  H u n tin g to n  61  R . P ackard
8 /1 3  B arre F D ./R u t la n d  S .P  5 6  M . L y n ch #  
8 /2 6  C u tty h u n k  4 5  B B C  (R . S ty m eis t)

B lu e -w in g e d  W arbler
7 /4 M o n so n 4
7 /7 C o n c o r d 3
8 /1 3 B arre F D ./R u t la n d  S.P.
8 /1 7 P I . 2
8 /1 8 M e d fo rd 2
8 /2 0 M N W S 6
8/2 1 N a h a n t 3
8 /2 6 C u tty h u n k 3

G o ld e n -w in g e d  W arbler  
7 /2  E rv in g
8 /1 9  P L  
8 /2 1  N a h a n t
8 /2 2  M e d fo rd  

N a s h v il le  W arbler  
7 /1 0  M tG r e y lo c k  
8 /1 9  W in d so r  
8 /2 2 , 2 7  M e d fo rd  
8 /2 6  L ex in g to n  
8 /2 7  H in g h a m  

N o rth ern  P arula  
8 /1 9  W in d so r  
8 /2 6  H R W M A  
8 /2 7  P L  
8 /2 7  M e d fo rd  

Y e llo w  W arbler  
7 /4  W a k e fie ld
7 /2 4  P.I.
8 /1 1  N a h a n t
8 /1 7  P.I. 

C h e stn u t-s id e d  W arbler
7/1
7 /2
7 /8
7 /2 5
8 /1 3
8/20
8/20
8/22
8 /2 6

S . B erk sh ire s  
H o ld e n  
W in d so r  
W h a te ly  
B arre F D ./R u t la n d  S.P. 21

1
1
I m  
1 f

1
2 
1 
1 
1

1
1
1
6

17
7 8
15
3 2

4  
2 4  
12 
6

Q u a b b in  (G 5 )  
M N W S  
M e d fo rd  
L e x in g to n

M a g n o lia  W arbler  
7 /8  W in d so r  
8 /3 ,2 1  M N W S

3
15
6
3

8 /1 3  B arre F D ./R u t la n d  S.P. 
8 /1 8  P I .
8 /1 9 , 2 2  M e d fo rd  
8 /2 5 , 2 6  H R W M A  
8 /2 6  C u tty h u n k  
8 /2 6  L e x in g to n  
8 /2 8  D u x b u ry  B . 

B la c k -th ro a te d  B lu e  W arbler

9  ad  + 3  y g

7 /1  S . B erk sh ire s
7 /2  H o ld e n
7 /2 5  S a v o y
8 /1 1  H u n tin g to n
8 /1 3  B arre F D ./R u t la n d  S.P.
8 /2 6  H R W M A

3
1,2 
1.2 
5 B B C  ( R . !

1

3 
2 
9  
1

M . L y n ch #  
M . R in es  

I M . L y n ch #  
R . H e il  

R . L a F o n ta in e  
P. +  F  V ale  

R . H e il

T. G a g n o n  
D . P e a c o c k  

R .F  D o n o v a n  
M . R in es

R . R ancatti 
B . K a n e  

M . R in e s #  
M . R in e s#  

K. V esp a z ia n i

B . K a n e  
T. Pirro  

C . B u e lo w  
M . R in e s#

P. +  F. V a le  
M . L y n ch #  

R. H e il  
R . H e il

M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #  

M . W illia m s  
M . L y n ch #  

B . K a n e  
P  +  F  V ale  
M . R in e s#  

P  +  F  V ale

M . L y n ch #  
R . H e il  

M . L y n ch #  
R . H e il  

M . R in es  
T. Pirro

Y e llo w -r u m p e d  W arbler
7/1
7 /3
7 /4
7 /8
7 /1 5
7 /1 5
8 /1 3

G t. B arr in gton  
W a k efie ld  
M o n so n  
S a v o y  
S to w  
H o ld e n

1
1
4
9
1

II
B a a e  F D ./R u t la n d  S .P  2 6

M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #  
R . R ancatti 
R. Packard  
M . L y n ch #  

T. Pirro

M . L y n ch #  
F  V ale  

M . L y n ch #  
M . L yn ch #  

R . L o c k w o o d  
M . L yn ch #  
M . L y n ch #

8 /2 0  H R W M A  1
B la c k -th ro a te d  G reen  W arbler  

7 /1  S . B erk sh ire s  17
7 /8  S a v o y  11
7 /9  B o x fo r d  7
7 /1 8  H a w le y  10
7 /2 2  P e tersh a m  10
8 /2 2  M N W S  2
8 /2 3  M e d fo rd  2
8 /2 6  H R W M A  5 +

B la ck b u rn ia n  W arbler
7 /8  W in d so r  5
7 /1 1  M o n r o e  11
7 /1 8  H a w le y  11
7 /1 9  S a v o y  10
8 /6  S u n d erlan d  2
8 /1 1  H u n tin g to n  2

D . L arson

M . L y n ch #  
M . L y n ch #  

J. B erry
R . R ancatti 
M . L y n ch #
S. H ed m a n  
M . R in e s #

T. Pirro

M . L y n ch #  
R . R ancatti 
R . R an catti 
R . R an catti 

M . W illia m s  
R . P ackard  

4  M . L y n ch #  
M . W illia m s  

P  +  F  V ale  
R. S ty m e is t

J. F orb es
K . H a le y

R. H e il +  v.o .

8 /1 3  B arre f D ./R u t la n d  S.P.
8 /1 5  W h a te le y  2 +
8 /1 9  P I . 1
8 /2 0  M t.A . 1
8 /2 1  L e x in g to n  1
8 /2 9  M N W S  1

Y e llo w -th r o a te d  W a r b le r
8 /1 3 -1 6  R o ck p o rt 1

P in e  W arbler
7 /2  H in g h a m  2 2  G . d ’E n trem on t
7 /1 5  S to w  2 0  R . L o c k w o o d
8 /1 3  B arre F D ./R u tla n d  S.P. 5 0  M . L y n ch #  

Prairie W arbler
7 /3  L a n ca ster  9  R . L o c k w o o d
7 /2 3  S o u th w ic k  3  M . L y n ch #
8 /3  M N W S  3 R  H e il
8 /2 0  W oburn 1 M . R in es
8 /2 6  C u ttyh u n k  1 B B C  (R . S ty m e is t)
8 /2 9  N a h a n t 1 R . H e il

B la c lq x )ll W arbler
7 /7 -1 2  M tG r e y lo c k  4  R . R an catti
8 /2 6  C u tty h u n k  1 B B C  (R . S ty m e is t)
8 /2 7  M e d fo rd  2  M . R in esff
8 /2 9  N a h a n t 1 R . H e il

B la c k -a n d -w h ite  W arbler
7 /7  C o n c o rd  3  M . R in es
8 /1 3  B arre F D ./R u tla n d  S .P . 12  M . L y n ch #
8 /1 9  M e d fo rd  4  M . R in es
8 /1 9  R o ck p o rt 3 M . L y n ch #
8 /2 0  W oburn 3  M . R in es
8 /2 0  O N W R  5 R . L o c k w o o d
8 /2 1  M N W S  19 R . H e il
8 /2 6  C u ttyh u n k  3 B B C  (R . S ty m e is t)

A m er ic a n  R ed start
7 /1  S . B erk sh ires  16  M . L y n ch #
7 /1  S h e ff ie ld  10  M . L y n ch #
7 /8  S a v o y  6  M . L y n ch #
8 / 9 ,2 0  W o b u m  3 , 7  M . R in es
8/11  H u n t it ^ o n  5 R . P ackard
8 /1 3  B arre F D ./R u tla n d  S.P. 13 M . L y n ch #
8 /1 9  P L  7  P. +  F V a le
8 /2 0  M N W S  18 P  +  F  V ale
8 /2 0  W in ch ester  7  M . R in es
8 /2 2  M e d fo rd  17 M . R in e s#
8 /2 6  L e x in g to n  9  M . R in e s #

W o rm -ea tin g  W arbler
7 /1  S . B erk sh ire s  1 M . L y n ch #

O v en b ird
7 /2  H in g h a m  4 1  G . d ’E n trem on t
7 /2  H o ld e n  12  M . L y n ch #
7 /4  M o n so n  11 M . L y n ch #
7 /8  M ilto n  1 0  G . d ’E n trem on t
8 /6  S u n d erlan d  2  M . W illia m s
8 /1 3  B arre F D ./R u tla n d  S .P  2  M . L y n ch #
8 /2 6  L e x in g to n  1 F  V ale#

N orth ern  W aterthrush
7 /9  C o n c o rd  2  R. L o c k w o o d
8 /3 , 15 M N W S  2 , 8  R . H e il
8 /5  P I . 3 M . R in e s#
8 /1 1  H u n tin g to n  2  R . Packard
8 /1 2  A r lin g to n  2  M . R in es
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