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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, RUTH

by Paul M. Roberts, Editor

Inasmuch as Ruth Emery has now reached her e igh tieth  
birthday, I  am sure she w i l l  make 110. There is  no 
be tter way to preserve health and happiness than 
(through) good b lrd ing.

Roger Tory Peterson

There can be few active f i e ld  birders in Massachusetts who are not fam il
ia r  w ith the ñame Ruth P. Emery. Hot only is  Ruth s ta t is t ic a l  ed ito r o f 
the Bird Observer, she is  f i e ld  notes ed ito r o f the Massachusetts Audu- 
bon Society N evs letter and eastern Massachusetts f i e ld  notes ed ito r fo r  
the B irder's  K it . She also ed its the eastern "Voice o f Audubon" and is 
one o f the most respected f i e ld  birders in the state.

Some months ago, s t a f f  members o f the Bird Observer rea lized  that Ruth 
would be celebrating her e igh tie th  birthday th is  past August. Without 
her knowledge, we decided to  celébrate th is event in a specia l way, by 
dedicating an issue o f th is  magazine to her.

Many o f Ruth's fr ien d s , including Arthur and Margaret Argüe, James Baird, 
Wallace B a iley , Craig Jackson, Wayne Hanley, Wayne Petersen, Roger Tory 
Peterson and Henry T. Wiggin, have contributed m aterial fo r  th is  issue. 
Many other friends would have, i f  only they had been privy to our plans. 
But, a las , even now we have much more m aterial than we can publish. That 
in  i t s e l f  is  quite a tribu te  to  Ruth.

We o r ig in a lly  intended to dedicate our previous issue, which carne out 
shortly a fte r  her birthday, to  Ruth. However, when friends planned a 
belated birthday party fo r  her in mid-September, we decided to  delay 
th is  specia l issue in order that we might gather additional m aterial at 
that event.

Anyone who has worked with f i e ld  records xmderstands the s ign ifican ce o f 
Ruth P. Emery's contributions in th is  f ie ld .  I  v iv id ly  r e c a ll my f i r s t  
impressions when I  began to  peruse Records o f  New England Birds in search 
o f hawk reports . A l l  published f i e ld  records have certain  inherent lim - 
ita t io n s , but RHEB had so much data, and i t  was so w ell-organ ized. Only 
when I  examined published records fo r  other States did I  fu l ly  comprehend 
the magnitude o f  what Ruth has been doing these part th ir ty -th ree  years. 
She has set a standard d i f f ic u l t  to  emulate. Roger Tory Peterson w rites 
that her summaries, "w i l l  be used by researchers fo r  years to  come, and 
when publications on the birds o f Massachusetts are updated, they w i l l  
lean h eavily  on the data recordad by Ruth Emery and her many correspon
dente ."

The published records, however, do not r e f le c t  the many faceta o f Ruth. 
Our contributors present sin image which may not be evident to those who 
haven't worked or birded with her. In reading a l l  o f the m aterial sub- 
m itted to  Bird Observer, including some not published here, I  have been 
impressed by the recurrence o f the same themes in p iece a fte r  p iece. 
Everyone mentions her adventurous s p ir i t ,  her amazing v i t a l i t y .
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R eferring to  Ruth's a c t iv it ie s  on a bird ing t r ip  in May o f th is  year, 
lienry T. Wiggin w rites that, "the energy she has boggles the mind!" Her 
patience and sense o f humor impress everyone. Henry reca lls  the Massa- 
chuselits Audubon bus f i e ld  tr ip s  o f the 1950's:

There were some good birders on the bus tr ip s  in those 
days, but even then, there were many people who just 
went along fo r  the r id e . Ruth was oh so patient ex- 
p la in ing to  someone fo r  the sev en ty -fifth  time what 
a Common Goldeneye looked l ik e .  On one t r ip  to  Rock- 
p o rt, we were fortúnate enough to  run in to a small 
a lc id  f l ig h t .  Several people on the t r ip  saw a dove- 
k ie fo r  the f i r s t  time in th e ir  l i f e .  I  saw Ruth 
laughing shortly th erea fte r and asked her what was 
so funny. She rep lied  that she had overheard the bus 
d river asking a woman what she had just seen. The 
woman had responded, " I t  was a small black and white 
thing that people were ca llin g  l i f e r s . "

Without exception, the contributors a lso marvel at Ruth's enthusiasm fo r 
lis ten in g  to  th e ir  reports o f what birds they have seen. Anyone who has 
ca lled  her to report a sighting knows what they mean.

Personally, however, one theme p a rticu la r ly  impresses me. In a fo llow  
ing a r t ic le ,  Wayne Petersen dips back in to the 1950's to  r e c a ll  what 
Ruth meant to  him as a beginning b irder. He concludes with the wish 
that her in fluence w i l l ,  "continué to  hold a specia l place fo r  yet an- 
other generation o f wide-eyed, fle d g lin g  b ird e rs ."  Shortly a fte r  Wayne's 
man-oscript a rr ived , we received a s tr ik in g ly  sim ilar p iece from Craig 
Jackson, who began bird ing in 1975. C ra ig 's  appreciation o f Ruth in d i- 
cates that her in fluence on beginning birders is  as strong and important 
today as i t  was twenty years ago.

The s t a f f  o f  B ird Observen wo^lld l ik e  to  thank everyone who has contribu- 
ted to  th is  issue, but most o f  a l l ,  we want to  thank you, Ruth. Craig 
expressed sentiments whlch so many o f us share with regard to  you:

I  hope that Ruth gains sa tis fa c tion  from helping me 
to become a be tter b ird er, a b é tte r b ird  watcher, 
and most o f  a l l ,  a person more in  touch with the world 
o f nature. For my p a rt , I  w i l l  always consider i t  
a great p r iv ile g e  to  be able to  c a li  ¡*72-78^*8 at 
almost any time to ta lk  about, and to  share our mutual 
love o f ,  b irds.

Ruth, we dedícate th is  issue to  you in celebration  o f your e igh tie th ! A 
belated Happy Blrthday, and Many Happy Returns!
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RUTH: A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

by Wayne Hanley, Lincoln

Ifyou h a ven 't developed an in te res t in birds by the age o f  UO, th ere 's  
s t i l l  hope fo r  you.

For instance, Mrs. Ruth P . Emery, at the age o f  h2, began wondering why 
some neighbors on Belmont Street in Wollaston were feeding b ird s . She 
looked in to  the matter, became in trigued , and w ithin two years she pur- 
chased a copy o f  Roger Tory Peterson 's F ie ld  Guide to the B irds.

Surely any reader o f th is  publicatión  knows that from th is la te  begin- 
ning, Mrs. Emery went on to become one o f the best known f i e ld  birders 
in America.

Many who know her w e ll may not r e a liz e  that Ruth Emery became 80 years 
o íd  on August 5. She spent that day as she has spent so many others: 
a f ie ld  on Monomoy with friends. And i t  was an a c tive  day because Mrs. 
Emery, despite a few hip fractures from Jumping down o f f  warehouse lad - 
ders or ge ttin g  caught in bus doors, is  s t i l l  a challenge to keep up 
with in  the f ie ld .

The f i r s t  h a lf o f  Mrs. Emery's l i f e  was free  o f  fea th ers , except fo r  the 
occasional f lu f f in g  o f a p illow . She was born in Cambridge, l iv e d  there 
through school, and as a young woman moved with her fam ily to  Mewport 
Avenue in Wollaston. In 1925, she was married to  Maurice C. Emery, who 
was employed by the Cambridgeport Savings Bank. The Emerys moved to 
A rlington , but they moved back to Wollaston in 1927, buying a house at 
225 Belmont S tree t, where Mrs. Emery s t i l l  l iv e s .  Her hustand died in 
1950.

Before she became a c o lle c to r  o f b ird ing lo re  and an ed ito r o f  f i e ld  
notes, Mrs. Emery worked at Jobs as prosaic as those that most o f us 
f i l l .  She had been secretary to  the president o f a small bank, had 
worked fo r  a wholesaler o f B ritish  yarns ( fo r  whom she kn itted  sweaters 
and the l ik e ,  which were used as displays to  promote kn ittin g  yarns in 
r e ta i l  s to res ), and had been secretary to a wool merchant.

In 19^3, Mrs. Emery jo ined  the Massachusetts Audubon Society . While her 
husband worked on Sat\ardays she made as many f i e ld  t r ip s  as poss ib le , so 
she could scout good bird ing places where they could go together on 
Sundays.

" I  had no idea what a f i e ld  t r ip  in vo lved ," Mrs. Emery said. "So on my 
f i r s t  t r ip  to  Moose H i l l  in  Sharon I  wore high heels and a v e i l .  One o f 
the women on the t r ip  suggested to  me that the coat I  wore was o f vin- 
usual qu ality  fo r  a f i e ld  t r ip . "

The next year, 19*^ ,̂ Mrs. Emery Joined the Massachusetts Audubon Society 
s t a f f  as a secretary working three days a week. Mrs. Emery's duties at 
Audubon consisted prim arily o f answering le t te rs  sent e ith er to the So
c ie ty  or to  i t s  executive secretary, Mr. C. Russell Masón. Some in te r- 
national impleasantries were in progrese at the time, and many young men 
in terested  in birds were gaining experience among the birds o f Europe
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or birds o f  the P a c if ic .

"These young men \ised to  w rite  lír . Masón, reporting on birds that they 
had seen and asking how things were going in  M assach u settsM rs . Emery 
r.eca lis. "Mr. Masón d ictated  rather perfvmctory re p lie s . I  was be- 
coming an involved b irder and one o f the leaders o f  Audubon f i e ld  t r ip s , 
so I  added more d e ta ils  to  the le t t e r s , reporting on in terestin g  birds 
which we had observad.

"Among the young men with whom I  corresponded were Dr. Norman P. H i l l ,  
who la te r  wrote The Birds o f Cape Cod; Henry Parker, now a d irector o f 
the Massachusetts Audubon Society ; and James Baird, now d irector o f 
Massachusetts Audubon's Natural H istory S erv ices ."

During the la s t  two years o f the war, Mrs. Emery often  assisted  Mrs. 
Margaret Argüe in  conducting Audubon f i e ld  tr ip s .

"Gasolina ra tion in g , o f  course, kept us from operating a bus or using 
automobiles,"  she re c a lls . "So we would meet the f i e ld  t r ip  members at 
North S tation , board a tra in  to  Newburyport, and walk from the Newbury- 
port sta tion  to  Plum Island. The round t r ip  required a l l  day.

"We also worked out an arrangement with a regular In ters ta te  bus lin e  
which we could rid e  to  a stop near the Artichoke R iver, get o f f  the bus, 
walk in the r iv e r  country, and then catch another bus back to Boston."

Also working on the tra in  or bus f i e ld  tr ip s  were Francés Klkins , Cora 
Wellman and Arthur Argüe, Margaret' s husband.

I t  was during th is  period that Mrs. Emery met one o f the great f i e ld  
b irders o f  the era, Ludlow Griscom, research om ith o lo g is t  at the Mu- 
seum o f Comparative Zoology and a d irector o f Massachusetts Audubon. 
A fte r  Mrs. Emery had attained considerable renown as a b irder and b ird  
notes ed ito r , Griscom used to  say o f her, with some fondness, "She's a 
great b ird er , esp ec ia lly  considering that she d idn 't s ta rt u n til she 
was an o íd  la d y !"

Ruth also had the p r iv ile g e  to work with another famous b irder, the la te  
Dr. John B. May, a-pioneer in  the promotion o f  the appreciation o f pred- 
atory b ird s , an associate o f  the great E. H. Forbush, and his successor 
as State o m ith o lo g is t .

In 19^5, when W illiam  and Annette C o ttre ll  rev ived  the Records o f  New 
England B irds . Mrs. Emery became th e ir  typ is t  and Donald Alexander th e ir  
compiler. Two things happened quite promptly: Ruth found that the
Records required more time than a three-day-a-week secretary could 
handle, and because the raw m aterial kept pouring in to  the Audubon o f
f i c e ,  she had to  make many on-the-spot decisions.

In Ju ly, 19^5 , Ruth Emery became assistant ed ito r o f  the Records. The 
August issue, which was the f i r s t  to  bear her ñame, featured a fron t- 
page photograph o f  two Marbled Godwits taken by her husband, Maurice.

From that August, 19^5, issue righ t up to  the present, Mrs. Emery's ñame 
always has been associated with Massachusetts Audubon f i e ld  notes. Her
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ñame now appears as ed ito r on the f i e ld  notes page o f the Massachusetts 
Audubon M evsletter and her f i e ld  notes o f eastern Massachusetts are a 
valued feature o f the B irder 's  K it.

Ruth Emery at her e igh tie th  hirthday party.
Photo hy Pat Fox.

Ruth's achievements are even more impressive when one considers that she 
has never owned an automohile and does not know how to  d rive . These sup- 
posed handicaps fa ile d  to keep her from hecoming a pioneer member o f the 
600 club in the early 1950's. (Members haye l i f e  l i s t s  o f 600 or more 
species seen in  the United S ta tes .) This was qu ite an accomplishment in 
the era before in te rs ta te  highway systems and re la t iv e ly  inexpensive 
a ir lin e  tra v e l.

Due to  the vagaries o f taxonomy, Mrs. Emery has broken the 600-species 
b a rr ier tw ice . Changes in species designation among birds have cost her 
18 species which were recognized as va lid  when she entered them on her 
l i s t  but which were la te r  declarad void . Her present U.S. l i s t  to ta ls  
619 species.

Her g loba l l i f e  l i s t  exceeds 1500, with her best s in g le  f i e ld  t r ip  to 
A fr ica  in I 967 when she added U75 species. Her greatest handicap in accu- 
mulating a world l i s t  l ie s  in  the fact that she has never v is ita d  the New 
World trop ics j'an  area exceptiona lly  rich  in species.

Ruth's Massachusetts l i s t  is  381, one p f the be tter to ta ls  ever logged 
in th is State. Local birders are w e ll aware that her enormous success 
here not only has depended on her great s k i l l  and knowledge, but a lso has 
b en efitted  from phenomenal luck. She is  renowned fo r  "being th e re ," 
e ith er when or immediately a fte r  a ra r ity  has been spotted.

When Dr. May discovered two White-winged Black Terns in North Scituate 
in 1951», Mrs. Emery a lertad  a fr ien d ly  b irder who had her in Scituate 
w ithin an hour,.
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When a Sharp-tailed Sandpiper from S iberia  appeared in Jíewburyport Har- 
bor on Movember 3, 1973, Mrs. Emery and Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Argüe, sud- 
denly appeared on the seawall while Richard Forster and Wayne Petersen 
were making a p o s it iva  id en tific a t io n  o f the b ird , which they had been 
pursuing.

In July 1966, when an excellen t specimen o f the S c isso r-ta iled  Flycatcher 
was found in  Dennis, Mrs. Emery happened to be vacationing there with 
fr ien d s .

I t  goes without saying that she d idn 't miss that ultimate in r a r i t ie s , 
the Ross's Gull.

íiext time yon come upon a ra r ity , look around. Chances are that Ruth 
is  nearby. I f  you don't see her, remember to  c a li  her with your report, 
but don't be surprised i f  she says, "Oh, yes , I  saw that b ird  th is 
morning . . . "

The qu in tessen tia l b ird er.

152



A SPECIAL PERSOW 

by Wayne R. Petersen, Whitman

Every youth has some one very specia l person who, at some point in his 
or her l i f e ,  represents a pinnacle o f excellence or p restige . For many, 
these figures must forever remain as póster pictures on a bedroom w a ll, 
as an autograph on a wrinkled baseball program, or as a distant glimpse 
in a large auditorium. Some youths, however, are fortúnate enough to 
make personal contact with th e ir  esteemed e lders, with these contacte 
often resu ltin g in  a l i fe t im e  o f friendship and productive experience. 
Such has been my association with Ruth Emery.

On a crisp  autumn day in 1956, a budding o rn ith o log is t (Tth grade vin - 
tage, I  b e lie v e ) noticed a strange woodpecker hammering upon an oíd, 
diseased elm tree  in his hometown o f W ellesley. Running home with ex- 
citement, G ilbert Pearson's Bírds o f America promptly showed the b ird  in 
q^uestion to  be the rare and lo c a lly  unusual "A rc t ic "  Three-toed Wood- 
pecker (now known as the Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker). As a new 
member o f the Massachusetts Audubon Society at the time, lo g ic  d ictated 
a c a li  to report such a ra r ity  to Ruth Emery, f i e ld  note ed ito r fo r  the 
Massachusetts Audubon Magazine. With heart in throat, the c a l i  to the 
Boston Audubon House was made. A fte r  p o l i t e ly  lis ten in g  to  the descrip- 
tion  o f my p r ize , Ruth allowed that i t  sounded l ik e ly  and then put me in 
touch with severa l lo ca l experts who were to be n o t if ie d  fo r  f in a l v e r l-  
f ic a t io n . A b r ie f  conversation follow ed and my personal acquaintance 
with Ruth Emery was launched. Many sim ilar phone ca lis  followed,. more 
often with questions than with rare b ird  reporte, and the re lationship  
grew,

Two years la te r  I  saw Ruth in person fo r  the f i r s t  time. She was smart- 
ly  dressed in f i e ld  clothes in the lobby o f  Chatham's Wayside Inn. I  
was a participan t in the annual Audubon Cape Cod Campout; Ruth was a 
leader. A fte r  introducing m yself, I  enjoyed the e g o - l i f t in g  experience 
o f ta lk ing birds with Ruth fo r  a fu l l  15 minutes, r igh t in the very par- 
lo r  o f many other well-known birders o f the day. What a t h r i l l  fo r  a 
lad o f fourteen!

As annual g i f t - g iv in g  occasions ro lle d  around, my fam ily carne to  know 
Ruth ( fo r  years only a vo ice on the telephone) as the, person to consult 
about what new b ird  book to buy fo r  th e ir  in sa tiab le  son. Today, Ruth 
knows my lib ra ry  nearly as w e ll as I  do, since she helped lay the s t i l l -  
ex is tin g  córner stones. Along with birthdays carne increased m obility  
and regular pilgrimages to Audubon House. These v is it s  o ften  ended with 
severa l hours o f Ruth's valuable time being spent chatting with a young 
man who absorbed every word as gospel. Many valuable lessons carne from 
those discussions ( l  esp ec ia lly  re c a ll a fin e  exposition  on Snowy Owl 
m igration) and I  remember being p a rticu la rly  itipressed by her systematic 
approach to b ird  record-keeping. She immortalized the concept fo r  me to 
th is day.

As the years passed, our friendship strengthened. From casual encoun- 
ters  in the f i e ld  to  planned excursions together, I  became increasingly 
aware o f  Ruth's tremendous enthusiasm not only fo r  b irds, but fo r  people 
as w e ll. Her myriad b ird  Christmas cards f i l l i n g  her house at holiday
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time or the nurnter o f inqu iries from ou t-o f-sta te  v is it in g  b irders stand 
as ampie testimony to  her generosity and in terest in  other people, many 
o f whom Ruth admlts hardly knowing h erse lf.

In i t i a l ly  our friendship was always t ie d  to the commonality o f our in
te re s t in  b irds. This o ften  involved la te  hours in Ruth's study working 
on f i e ld  records fo r  e ith er the Records o f Nev England Birds or American 
B irds, or e lse  long ta lks reminiscing about Ruth's experiences w ith Lud- 
low Griscom. In tim e, however, the friendship evolved in to  more than one 
between mere b ird ing co lleagues. Ruth was an honored guest at my wed- 
ding, a welcome v is i t o r  at my Thanksgiving tab le  and I  enjoyed the p r i-  
v ile g e  o f  being the yoimgest in v ited  guest at her Audubon retirement 
party.

Her s p ir i t  through the years brings to  mind numerous amusing situations 
or s im ila r ly  memorable events. The f ía t  t i r e  in West Newbury during a 
searing heat wave, a piggy-back rid e across a corn f i e ld  in 3 fe e t  o f 
snow, a midnight cock ta il in Ruth's kitchen fo llow ing a la te  K u tta ll 
Club meeting, and most recen tly , an e igh tie th  birthday celebration  in 
which Ruth was siirrounded by friends transcending severa l generations o f 
the b ird ing fra te rn ity .

While these re fle c t io n s  o f a specia l person could be mirrored a hundred 
d iffe re n t  ways by a hundred d iffe ren t people, they represen! some o f 
the things that Ruth Emeiy has meant to me in the nearly 25 years o f 
our continuous acquaintance. May Ruth Emery's in fluence continué to 
hold a spec ia l place fo r  ye t another generation o f  wide-eyed fled g lin g  
b irders .

Ruth and friends on Monomoy in  November. 
(Ludlow Griscom is  holding the scope.)
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BIRDING WITH RUiH 

by Wallace B ailey , W e llfle e t

I 'v e  been b lrd ing with Ruth Emery fo r  more years than I  l ik e  to  remember. 
Sounds ungallant, doesnVt It?  Truth i s ,  those well-remembered years have 
brought a crick  to  my back, a squlnt to  my eye, and more than a b it  o f 
sludge to Diy overdrive. Those same years have l e f t  Ruth unscathed — as 
eager and enthusiastlc a b lrd ing companion as ever. I f  I  had her gumption, 
I  wo\ildn't h es ita te  to  count the years!

In fa c t ,  I  do get a l i f t  from Ruth's s p ir i t .  I t  comes from her enthu- 
siasm about b ird s . I  never knew anyone e lse  so honestly, generously, 
and u n fa ilin g ly  excited  about somebody e ls e 's  records. I t  is  a rare 
g i f t ,  and i t  has won a flo ck  o f  converts to  b ird  study and warmed the 
hearts o f a host o f fr ien d s .

Indeed, ve have shared some exc itin g  b ird ing during the la s t  th lr ty  
years : an Ivory Gull on a bus t r ip  in  19^6; a European Whimbrel on Mono-
moy; a Great Gray Owl reputed to bé somewhere among the snowbound mini- 
Himalayas o f G i l í .  I  remember that I  panted and griped and clutched my 
two mending broken ribs as I  slogged thigh-deep in  wet snow. Right be- 
side me slogged Ruth — with f iv e  mending ribs and legs only h a lf as 
long as mine! The Great Gray vas worth the e f f o r t , but my cheers were 
wheezy compared to hers.

We have watched shearwaters with L.G. in  a heaving cock leshell o f f  Chat- 
ham and a lcids from the a rc t ic  wastes o f Andrews Poin t. We have t a l l ie d  
the sp ec ia ltie s  from Kewburyport' s Ross' Gull to  Texas' Black-capped 
V ireo. Glven Ruth's knowledge and long experience, i t  is  easy to  have 
enthusiasm fo r  the lik es  o f thesel

But what about a l l  those ho-hum days a fie ld ?  The century run that bombed 
at e igh ty; the Christmas Census in  the ra in ; the hours and miles lo s t  to 
the vagrant that vanished? Those are the days we see Ruth's zest fo r 
l iv in g  challenged and proved and her professionalism  rated A+.

How many times in these th irty -p lu s  years have I  ca lled  Ruth (don 't ask, 
she can probably look in the records and t e l l  you !) to report today's 
l i s t ,  propose tomorrow's t r ip ,  or ask the low-down on what's around. The 
vo ice on the 'phone is  u n fa ilin g ly  cheerfu l, knowing, ready to share. Hey, 
Ruth — how about the Cape tomorrow . . .?
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MARBLEHEAD NECK SANCTÜARY 

by Dorothy E, Snyder, Salem

The former Marblehead Neck post o ffice bore the o ff io ia l ñame of 
Nanepashemet, an Indian ñame fo r the oíd Marble Harbor or Marble 
Necke, In 1629 Rev. John Higginson described the rocky headlands vdiich 
line the shore thus: "Marble stone. . . we have great rocks of i t  and
a harbor hard by. Our plantation is  from thenoe called Marble-Harbor." 
Actually the rocks of the Neck are a jumbled mixture of metamorphics 
with later inolusions and some older sedimentarios, which led someone 
to ca li this area the "glory-hole" of Essex County rocks.

Originally a heavily wooded island ("bee as i t  were a thicke wood"), 
the Neck is  about a mile in length, half as wide, and contains roughly 
300 acres of land oonnected to the mainland by a sand bar that is  awash 
at high tide. The trees were probably mainly oak and hickory with some 
hemlock, pitch and white pine, chestnut, maple and beech. The bullding 
of houses and ships drew heavily upon this supply of wood so that as 
early as I 678 there were laws concerning its  use.

The anoient highway to the Neck, a sand road often washed out by tide 
and storm, was la id  out in I 67O through the Devereux farm. In the la t -  
ter part of the 17th centuuy the Neck was prinoipally used for pastur- 
age and fish-yards where fish  was dried on flakes. By 1835 Marblehead 
Neck was advertising that locations for summer cottages were equal to 
those at Nahantl However, in the decade between I 850 and I 860, most of 
the Neck was a 2^0-acre faimi owned by Ephraim Brown.

The f ir s t  summer residents carne from Nashua, New Hampshire, arriving in 
1867: six  families bought land and bu ilt cottages on the harbor side. 
The Brown farm was sold in I 872 to a development cortpany but was re - 
possessed by the Brown heirs when the coitpany fa iled . The delights of
summeiring on the Neck were becoming better known, and in a few years
the shores were said to present the appearance of an army encanpment, 
with hundreds of terts set up along the water.

The only mention of birds in early history is  in 185^ when an inn, the
Manataug House, advertised in the People's Advócate that "the Neck 
lands are the favorite resort of Plover and Curlew and afford sport for  
Gunners during the season," a testimony to the disappearance of the 
"thicke wood" and its  replacement by fie ld s .

Until 1910 i t  was necessary for the inhabitants to use boats to reach 
the mainland during high tides; the road to the Neck was passable for  
horse and buggy only part of the time. The present causeway was con- 
struoted then; battered by many a storm and hurricane, i t  was patched 
here and there until i t  was largely rebuilt in 1953. With the addition 
of two well-known yacht clubs, the Corinthian and Eastern Point, the 
Neck became a yachting center. Houses were f ir s t  bu ilt along the en
tine shore line, then inland. By 1952 there was only one naturally 
wild area le f t .  A real estáte company was negotiating for this land 
and planned to erect a large number of dwellings.

Sinoe Essex County is  on the A tlan tic  Coast Flyway, i t s  outly ing points 
have always had a concentration o f birds during m igration. Plum Island,

157



Marblehead Neck, and Nahant are natural stopovers fo r  passerine birds 
in  spring and f a l l  and are floodsd with migrants in  favorable weather. 
The Neok is  the le a s t  famed o f the three looations, but with th^ rapid 
build-up o f the other areas, blrders v is ite d  I t  in  inoreasing numbers 
during the 1950s and I 96O3.

The la te  Mrs. David Searle, who had been observing birds at the Neck 
fo r  severa l years, in  19^7 f i r s t  suggested to Walter M. McKim, then 
president o f  the Marblehead Neck Improvement Association, that the area 
should be a sanctuary, This idea met with his instant approval, and 
fo r  two years he worked untiring ly to make i t  a r e a lity .  Part o f the 
land was donated and the rest purchased with money given by the associ
ation  and some 35 p riva te  donors. Mr. McKim raised an endowment o f 
$10,000 to  insure the acceptance o f th is  15-  to l 6-acre sanctuary by 
the Massachusetts Audubon Society which ocourred in  October, 1953.
The entrance to the sanctuary is  on R is ley  Road, o f f  Ocean Avenue (a 
SANCTUARY sign points to i t ) ,  and parking area is  ava ilab le . The 
sanctuary was opened to the public in  the summer o f 195^.

Actually , th is  area has been a sanctuary fo r  m igrating birds fo r  untold 
years. They come by the hundreds íjhen the wind is  favorable, and many 
stay fo r  days or even weeks to nest in  th is  wooded area which includss 
a man-made pond and some open spaces. Birders and others can wander 
through i t s  lañes and paths as I  have done fo r  30 years.

The f lo ra ,  as w e ll as the birds i t  a ttracts , is  in te res tin g . Some o f 
the plants o f years ago have disappeared as the areas became overgrown 
by trees and shrubs. Gone, fo r  example, is  the wool grass in  a swampy 
area that provided good cover fo r  b irds. Edges o f paths are apt to  be 
lin ed  with c leth ra  whose flowers scent the a ir  in  la te  summer. W inter- 
berry, Tartarian honeysuckle, arrowwood and elderberry, with the preva- 
len t  staghorn sumac, s t i l l  provide good food fo r  b irds, together with 
the tangles o f  blackberry, V irg in ia  Creeper and wild rose. The swampy 
areas have a luxuriant growth o f poison sumac, and the Yellow-breasted 
Chat o ften  s its  in  such a bush, qu ite immune to i t s  i l l  e f fe c ts .  There 
is  a small colony o f English oaks, escapees from trees planted on Neck 
estates, near the center o f the area. Most o f the smaller trees are 
gray b irch  and aspen which a ttra c t warblers and other insectivorous 
b irds. There are few  o f the f in e  o íd  maples l e f t  on the edges o f 
paths. These provided lookouts fo r  hawks, O live-s ided  Flycatoher, and 
other high-perching b irds. North o f the pond and swar̂ s area, there is  
a dry grave l opening where Lapland Longspur and Eastern Meadowlark have 
been found. Edging th is  is  an abundant growth o f goldenrod; in  October 
i t s  seeds a ttra c t both warblers and finches. With patience, an Orange- 
crowned Warbler or Indigo Bunting may be coaxed in to  view.

Birds tend to stay in  the area fo r  severa l days; thus, esp ec ia lly  
during September and October, at le a s t  a few may be found almost any 
time. One memorable May day, as a party o f us entered the alder swamp 
area, out f lew  an adult L i t t l e  Blue Heron in  the s o ft  blue plumage. 
Black-crowned Night Heron are o ften  seen, and I  have been to ld  that 
they used to nest in  the upper maple swairp near the south gate.

In  the f i r s t  decades o f the sanctuary, hawks were often  seen perohed on 
the t a l l  o íd  maples; Peregirine Falcon, Merlin, Red-tailed , Cooper's, 
and Sharp-shinned Hawks, and American K estre l were seen each year.
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American Woodoook were flushed from the neighboring aspens and great 
skeins o f cormorants flew  overhead accompanied by an occaslonal Osprey. 
Chester Blasczak recen tly  had over 22 Sharpshinned Hawks in  view at 
once, an encouraging sign.

Flycatchers frequent the sanctnary during spring and f a l l ;  never a year 
pasees without our seeing a l l  the species on the state oheck list except 
the Western Kingbird (there  are not enough open f i e ld  areas to  a ttrac t 
th is  spec ies ). Y e llow -b e llied  Flycatchers perch low in  small bushes by 
the edge o f lañes in  September while the O live—sided is  seen silhouet- 
ted high against the sky. Late in m igration, the la s t  o f May and f i r s t  
week o f June, we hear the "way-bee-o" and occasionally the "fitz -b ew " 
which d istingu ish  the sim ilar A lder and W illow species. In  recent 
years, the Acadian Flycatcher has also been heard— as many as four in  
a s in g le  day.

The undergrowth is  w ell-su ited  to  wrens; Winter and House Wrens stay 
la te , and a stray Long-b illed  Marsh Wren turns up in  some years, In  
1953 Mrs. Searle added Carolina Wren to our l i s t  when she found one in  
a moist tangle. I  once had a S h ort-b illed  very cióse and ca llin g  by 
the pond (September 29, 1958). Of the swallows we have had the s ix  
species, bút in  the 1970s the C l i f f  Swallow and Purple Martin are s e l-  
dom seen,

Blue Jay, Common Crow, and Black-capped Chickadee are common and nest 
here. Once I  was lucky enough to catch a fin e  look at a Boreal Chick
adee. A Tufted Titmouse f i r s t  carne from the sanctuary across the road 
to Mrs. P r is c i l la  Lord 's feeder in  February, 1903: i t  has fed  there 
yearly  since but is  not so o ften  seen in  the sanctuary. The two nut- 
hatches are found year ly  and the White-breasted may nest. The 
Mockingbird was f i r s t  recordad by me on October I 9 , I 959 and has be- 
come in creasingly  common as i t  feeds on the p le n t ifu l rose hips.

We see a l l  the thrushes, usually feed ing in  the deep shade o f narrow 
lañes, but they are never as comtnon as at Nahant. Blue-gray Gnatcatch- 
ers turn up each year, usually in  spring, but there are two f a l l  rec
ords. There are good f l ig h ts  o f both k inglets lisp in g  and singing in 
the trees, the Ruby-crowned being common.

Among the v iraos, the sanctuary is  now an exce llen t place fo r  the 
White-eyed, with many May recoláis. However, the Warbling Vireo is  
seldom found and the Yellow-throated not much more o ften ; aven the 
Red-eyed seems to be less  abundant than in  ea rly  years. Though the 
Ph iladelphia Vireo is  more often  recordad in  the f a l l ,  I  have four 
spring records.

Among the warblers, 38 forms have been recordad including the hybrids, 
Brewster's and Lawrence’ s, A to ta l o f 235+ species have been recordad 
on the sanctuary grounds. The fo llow in g  l i s t  is  o f  course incomplete. 
I t  ineludes my own records from 19^8 to 1976 and a l l  others I  knew o f 
who were considered re lia b le  and had the data. Mrs. Ruth Emery gave 
me a few others. I  should be very glad to hear o f any omissions with 
the d e ta ils  o f the observations.

The fo llow in g  abbreviations have been used: Y -  yearly , m -  migrant, 
s and f  -  spring and f a l l ,  B or B7 -  breeds, and # -  various observers.
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Dates are given fo r  some birds and the in i t ia ls  indícate the observers 
whose f u l l  ñames appear at the end o f the l i s t .

Birds a t Marblehead Neok Sanctuary, 19^8 -  1977

Common Loen: Y m (f lo c k  o f 15 f ly in g  over once) to 10/8/67i CL
Horned Grebe: in  poad 5/7/66, DS
P ie d -b il le d  Grebe: 8/23/63 ( la t e r  found k i l le d ) ,  DS; 8/31/72, BS;

9/13/73. JS
Gannet: f ly in g  over 5/2I/ 69, DS
Great Cormorant: 10/3/63 and ll/¿;'/63, DS
Doable-crested Cormorant: Y m s and f ,  #
Great Blue Heron: Y m s and f ,  # Feeds on f is h  in  pond as do other

herons.
Green Heron: Y m s and f  Has bred.
L i t t l e  Blue Heron: bine phase 5/7/50, DS; "p ied" phase 5/6/72, DS
C attle  Egret: 5/20/64, MS, BP
Great Egret: 5/23/76, CB; spring o f  1978, SI
Snowy Egret: 8/29/68, 9/22/72, JS; 5/2/76, CB
Black-crowned Night Heron: Y m s and f ,  # A few pairs form erly bred

in  Upper Maple Swarp.
Yellow-crowned Night Heron: 8/IO/59, DS; 8/26/68, DS, DM; 9/22/72, JS
Least B ittern : near pond in  sxjan̂ ) now overgrown 7/4/61, DS
American B ittern : 6/4/61, DS; 8 o f the I 5 years from 1961-75, #
Glossy Ib is : 5/31/76, CB, LM
Cañada Goose: Y7 (10 years o f 15), #; Chevron overhead 10/13/75, CB
Mallard: f lo c k  f ly in g  South over pond IO/8/68, DS Others tame.
Black Duck: Y m in  pond or over, #
P in ta i l :  9/7/60, DS
Green-winged Teal: 4/22/61, Searle;
Blue-winged Teal: 8/3I/ 63, 5/26/71,
Wood Duck: y  s and f  m u n til 1970s,
Greater Scaup: on pond 9/17/61, DS
Common Goldeneye: on pond 3/5/59, CL, DS
Bufflehead: p a ir  on pond 1972, DS
White-winged Scoter: f lo c k  over pond IO/IO/59, DS
Hooded Merganser: f lo ck  f ly in g  over 9/30/73, S I, #
Common Merganser: f ly in g  over 9/24/54, DS
Red-breasted Merganser: 4/9/67, DS
Black Vulture: I/ 26, 27/55 Searle W ell seen on two days.
Goshawk: two in  1950s, DS, #; 8/19/50, DS, Searle; 9/ II/ 58, DS, S I;

5/12/66, 1/3/67, DS, #
Cooper's Hawk: Y s and f  in  1950s; 7 o f 10 years, I 96OS; 9/27/77, CB
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Y from 1950s on s and f ;  22,mierants observad b/22/77 CR

R ed-ta iled  Hawk: Y m in  1950s, 6 o f 10 years in  I 96OS, 1970s7, #
Red-shouldered Hawk: Y in  1950s, DS, #: 6 o f 10 years in  I 96OS;

1970S?, #
Broad-winged Hawk: 8/19/58, DS; 5/14/59, Griscom, #; 4 o f 10 years in

I 97OS, MK, #
Rough-legged Hawk: 9/6/62, DS; IO/21/68, CL
Golden Eagle: IO/I/68, CL
Bald Eagle: 9/6/61, 9/5/62, 10/4/62, DS; 10/21/68 CL
Marsh Hawk: Y m 1956-70, then 1 year o f 5, CB
Osprey: Y m 1950s to 9/7/71, CL None la ter?
Peregrine Falcon: Y m 1950s through I 968, DS, #; 1 in  1977, CB
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Merlin: Y m in  1950s, DS, Searle, #; s and f  I 96OS, #; 9/?0, BS, #;
9/71 , 9/21/72, #; 9/22/7'J-, JS 

American K estro l:Y  m s and f  B? 1950s, 60s, 70s
Ruffed Grouse: I 965, T. and C. Bañes; B7 May, June, September I 966,

5/25/69, #
Bobwhite: 5/12/62, NS
Ring-neoked Pheasant: Y B, #
King R a il: 5/12/62, NS, #; 5/15/71. larrobino
V irg in ia  R a il: 10/2/i^8, DS; I 960, DS
Sora R a il: 9/28/58, 9/ II/ 65, DS No ra i ls  la te r  with marsh pond over-

grown.
Semipalmated P lover: 8/4/60, 8/26/63, DS; 9/13/64, CL
K illd e e r : 5 years out o f 10 1950s, I 96OS, #
B lack -bellied  P lover: 9/22/62, DS; 8 in  I 96OS; 2 in  1972, flo ok  o f 7

5/22/76, MK
Ruddy Turnstone: 5/9/61, BP; 3/13/61, DS; 9/4/69, CL
Whimbrel: f ly in g  over 9/9/65. CL
Greater Ye llow legs: Y m 1950s through 1970s, #
Lesser Ye llow legs: at side o f pond 9/22/63. DS; 5/15/77. MK
S o lita iy  Sandpiper: beside pond Y I96OS, 1970s. #
Spotted Sandpiper: Y m since pond was b u ilt , #
W illet: flew over pond calling 5/21/75. DS
American Woodcock: IO/6/6I ,  11 o f 15 years, DS, BP, MK, #
Common Snipe: 7 o f 10 years 1950s, I 96OS; 1 in  1970s, MK
S hort-b illed  Dowitcher: m 9/I/63, DS
Sanderling: m 4/3/60, CL; 8/14/73. JS; 6 on 9/6/76. CB
Semipalmated Sandpiper; 5/^/58, DS; 10 o f I 6 years by 1969; 5 more.

records to 8/27/75. MK
Least Sandpiper: 5/20/62, I 963, I 968, 5 on 5/26/71, D
"white-winged" gu ll: "sm aller or s ize  o f Herring with i t ,  probably 

Glaucous" MK
Great Blaek-baoked Gull: Y over pond, #
Herring Gull: Y w and s Common, esp ec ia lly  when hawks are migrating.
R in g-b illed  Gull: over pond 10/8/62, DS; 10/22/64 CL
Laughing Gull: I 962, CL, S I; 8/14/64, CL; 8/25/65, CL, SI
Bonaparte’ s Gull: m 8/1 /6I ,  8/27/63, 8/14/64, CL
Common Tern: 1957, Y m 13 o f 17 years in  I96OS, 1970s, DS
Least Tern: 2 on 8/20/76, MK
Rock Dove: Y, # Probably every month.
Mourning Dove: Y B
Y e llow -b illed  Cuckoo; m 8 records in  1950s -  1970s, #
B lack -b illed  Cuckoo: Y m through 1970s, #
Screech Owl: probably Y 12/20/60, CL and D. Strickland; 9/I/65,

9/7/71. DS
Snowy Owl: January 1954, PL, Walter McKim
Barred Owl: 10/15/68, CL
Long-eared Owl: 3/31/58, 4/19/64, 9/26/65?, DS; IO/I5/68, CL
Short-eared Owl: 10/7/54, 10/4/60, DS; I 0/20/62 7 More open country

then.
Saw-whet Owl: IO/3/65, JD, DS, #; 4/16/68, JS; 10/2/68, CL; IO/I5/76,

MK; 10/30/77 . J. Connor
W hip-poor-iíill: 5/8/51, DS; heard in  spring, most ca lis  in  May, BP;

4/29/72, #
Common Nighthawk: probably Y 1940s on, BP; 9/1/66 through 1970s, DS
Chimney S w ift: Y m most o ften  May, #
Ruby-throated Humraingbird: Y m s and f  some high counts, 4/26/63, S I;
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ll/ ll/ 5 9 t lan Nesbit

9/25/63. DS, SI 
B (a  few )

to 10/1 /7 1 , DS
Belted K ingfisher: Y m usually s l/ l/  , BS
Comnion F lick er : Y most months B o ften  winters
R ed -bellied  Woodpeoker: I I / 20/7I ,  DS Flew in  fron t o f me and landed

on dead blrch
Red-headed Woodpeoker: 10/22/62, S I; 4/20/63, DS; 2 on 9/24/6?, #
Y e llow -b e llied  Sapsncker: Y m s and f
Hairy Woodpeoker: Y m s and f  8 o f 15 years in  w inter
Downy Woodpeoker: Y B residen !
Blaok-baoked Three-toed Woodpeoker:
Eastern Kingbird: Y s and f  B, #
Western KingbiI^i 9/2/61, 9/25/62, DS;
Great Crested Flyoatoher: Y s and f
Eastern Phoebe: Y s m B (a  few ) f  to 10/23/68,
Y e llow -b e llied  Flyoatoher: Y m la te  s and f
Anadian Flyoatoher: 6/8/62, DS; 5/30/63, JS; 5/30,31/72, In ga lls , DS,

Jodrey, #; 6/3/77. MK. CB, S I; 6/6/77. 2 o f spe- 
oies at north and soath gates, MK, CB; to 6/26/77 , 
MK, GS
m A few heard, DS

Y m la te  spring Many heaid.. DS
Y m s and f  (on ly  tw ioe) 9/14/69, 9/7/70 Now less  
ooramon.

Eastern Wood Pewee: Y s m a few f  B7
O liv e - s id ^  Flyoatoher: Y m s and a few f  10/6/53 to I I / I 2/63, DS
Horned Lark: IO/25/6O, DS; 4/10/77. MK
Tree Swallow: Y iti ea r ly  s to I I / 1 /68, DS
Bank Swallow: Y in  ea r ly  1950s, then only 4 o f 12 years, #
Roagh-winged Swallow: Y m in  A p r il B
Barn Swallow: Y m Feeds over pond.
C l i f f  Swallow: Y 1950s, Searle, DS; 6/2/63, 9/2/63, DS; 5/24/75 CB
Purple Martin: m 5/31/58. 4/29/60, 5/11/62, DS; 5/3/?0, S I; 5/21/71, 

BP; 6/3/77. MK 
Blue Jay: Y B winters
Common Crow: Y B winters
Blaok-oapped Chiokadee: Y B winters
Boreal Chiokadee: IO/25/6I ,  DS
Tufted Titmouse: Y (now) 2/63, PL At feeder in  w inter.
White-breasted Nuthatoh: Y B

Y m i,rinters 
winters

W illow  Flyoatoher: 
A lder Flyoatoher: 
Least Flyoatoher:

Red-breasted Nuthatoh: 
Brown Creeper: Y m B?
House Wren: Y m B
Winter Wren: Y m s and
Carolina Wren: m s and

f  3 w inter reoords, 12/31/68, I/ 3/69, # 
f  8 reoords in  I 96OS, 2 on 8/29/6O, Snows;

16 reoords to 5-/10/75, MK 
Long-b illed  Marsh Wren: 9/21/5^, s and f  m 5 reoords to 10/23/68, DS;

16 reoords to 5/10/75, MK; none la te r  as 
marsh near pond overgrown.

S h o rt-b illed  Marsh Wren: 9/29/58, DS Seen and heard very olose.
Mookingbird: 10/9/59, DS! then Y B? winters
Gray Catbiixi: Y m s and f  B
Brown Thrasher: Y m B o ften  winters
Amerioan Robin: Y m B often  winters
Wood Thrush: Y m s and fewer f  B?
Hermit Thrush: Y ea r ly  m s and f  a few w inter reoords
Swainson's Thrush: Y m s and f
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Gray-cheeked Thrush: Y m s and f  less  coininon
Veery: Y m s and f  B7
Eastern Bluebird: 8/28/54, Searle and D3; 10/12/64, WP #
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Y m s and f  3 to 5 a day sornetimes,
Golden-crowned K lnglet: Y m s and f  wlnters
Ruby-orowned K inglet: Y m s and f  to 11/21/68 More common than other.
Water P ip it :  m rare 2/20/60, IO/5/6O, IO/25/62, DS
Cedar Waxwing: Y m s and f  Feeds over pond.
Northern Shrike: IO/I9/6O, 12/23/60, DS
Loggerhead Shrike: lo/l6/53. 9/18/64, DS
S ta r lin g : a l l  year, taking over nesting holes from native soeoies
White-eyed V ireo: Y m s and f  B occasionally Records a l l  one summer.
Yellow-throated V ireo: 9/16/49, DS; m 14 o f 18 years, usually f ,  #
S o lita ry  V ireo: Y s and f  m to 10/27/68, CL
Red-eyed V ireo: Y s and f  m to I I / 8/69, DS
Philadelph ia V ireo: Y m few s common f  to 10/22/68, DS, #
Warbling V ireo: Y m (1  or 2) 5/26/54, a number to  10/3/62, DS; 13 o f

15 years, #
Black-and-white Warbler: Y m s and f  B, #
Prothonotary Warbler: 5/23/61, Stricklands; 8/30/62, CL: 6/3/67, DS;

.5/17 to 8/30/62, CL; 6/3/67, DS; 5/17/72 female, J, K e lly , DS; 
8/6/75?; 5/19/77 , A, Murphy; 5/2o/77. CB, LM; 5/21,22,23/77, JS, BS, 
SI, MK, #; 5/26/77, #

Worm-eating Warbler: 5/25,26/54, DS; 7 records in  I 96OS, 1970s to
8/16/75, #

Golden-winged Warbler: Y m s and f  to 9/I6/68, CL; 1970s
Blue-winged Warbler; Y m since I 96OS s and f  to 9/16/68, CL 
"Brewster’ s" Warbler; 5/21/62, S I, BP; 9/25/64, S I; 5/21/67, IO/5/67,

DS, T. and C. Bañes; 1970s?
"Lawrenoe's" Warbler: I 956, D. Searle, DS 
Tennessee Warbler; Y m s and f  to  I 0/6/68, CL
Orange-crowned Warbler: Y m s and f  (5  s, 11 f  to I I / I 3/60), DS, SI
N ashville Warbler: Y m from la te  1940s -  1970s
Northern Parala: y  m s and f  to I 0/26/74
Yellow  Warbler: Y m s and f  to IO/2I/ 69, CL; B7
Magnolia Warbler: Y m s and f  to IO/I7/68, #
Cape May Warbler: Y m s and f  to IO/I3/68, #
Black-throated Blae Warbler: s and f  to I 0/19/68; CL
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Y m sometimes winters
Black-throated Green Warbler: Y m to I 0/3I ,  #
Cerulean Warbler: 5/?/65, WP, S I; 5/31/72, JS, DS
Blackburnian Warbler: Y m s and f  to I 0/6/68, CL
Yellow-throated Warbler: 5/18/54, DS, Searle; 9/ I3/66, WN
Chestnut-sided Warbler: Y m s and f  to I 0/12/69
Bay-breasted Warber: Y m s and f  ( f lo c k  o f 5 once, DS, # );  to IO/5/68,

CL
Blackpoll Warbler: Y m s and f  to  I I / I 8/67, BS
Pine Warbler: 1950s, DS; I 960, 6I ,  67, 68 (IO/3I/ 68) ,  CL; 4/20/77,

CB; 5 in  15 years a fte r  1950s, RH 
P ra ir ie  Warbler: Y m s and f  to 11/29/68 CL
Palm Warbler: Y m s (Y e llow ) f  (Western) to IO/3I /68 CL
Ovenbird: Y m s and f  B?, #
Northern Waterthrush: Y m s and f  to IO/3/69 B?
Louisiana Waterthrush: m IO/9/6I ,  DS; 4/28/74, CB, MK
Kentucky Warbler: IO/9/6I ,  DS, S I; ^9/6^, Howard Rich; 5/9/75, MK;

5/11/75, S I; 5/18/77 (adu lt fem ale) MK; 5/22/77,
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same b ird ,
Connectiout Warbler: 
Mourning Warbler: Y
Common Yellow throat: 
Yellow -breasted Chat:

G3

Hooded Warbler: 
W ilson 's Warbler: 
Cañada Warbler: Y
American Redstart:

m s 
Y

Eastern Meadowlark: 
Red-Winged Blackbird: 
Orchard O rló le : Y m s
Northern O rló le : Y m,
Rusty Blackbird: Y m,

S ca rle t Tanager: 
Suminer Tanager:

Y m f  I95OS -  1977 Late date 10/6/73 
m s and f  Late date l0/li^/7l, DS
Y m s and f  Late date I I/ 30/69, CL
Y m s and f ;  probably nested once, D. Searle 
Late dates 10/23/68, CL; 2/6/73, JS

and f  12 o f 16 years, #; Late date IO/26/68, DS 
m, s & f  Late date IO/6/68, CL 

1 s & f  Late date 10/17/71, DS 
Y m, s 4 f .  Breeds. Late date II/ I/ 69, DS 

House Sparrow: In  sanctuary a l l  year.
Bobollnk: 9/^/58, DS and Y m ca llln g  over pond DS # Late date 9/2^/72, DS

3 o f  12 yeahs to  1971, CL, BP
Y m, ea rly  s, and f ;  B In  upper Maple Swamp 
4 f ,  pa lr 5/ I8- 26/69, # DS 
s 4 f  to 11/27/69, DS, B 
s 4 f  to 10/12/69, CL

Common Grackle: M s 4 f ,  B, wlnters
Brown-headed Cowblrd: Y m, s 4 f ,  B
Western Tanager: 8/20, 9/1, H/9/57, BP, DS, Searle; 8/14/60, DS,

9/5/66 WP; 5/12/69 Cyr 4 G arrett; 8/16/72 J .S ., DS,
S I; pa lr In 68 # DS 
Y m, s 4 f  to 10/23/68 CL. B?

11/9/57, BP 4 DS, 5/21/62 DS, S I; 5/19 & 8/ I8/63 DS 
10/7/67 DS 8/6/72 J.S.

Cardinal: 11/16/57, P. Lord Y from 60’ s on, wlnters, 2-3 palrs B
Rose-breasted Grosbeak; Y m, s 4 f .  B 
Indigo Buntlng: M, s 4 f .  Not common
D lcko lsse l: 9/2/54 DS, 9/28/63 DS, 10/12/64; only 5 records In 60’ s
Evenlng Grosbeak: I 3 o f I 5 years, s and w lnter; f lo ck  o f 17 on

4/21/77 MK
Purple Finch: Y, s m; I 5 records on 14 years. Wlnters
House Finch: Every year slnoe Feb. ' 63, P. Lord
Plne Grosbeak: 10/13/57 DS, IO/I9/6O DS, s 4 f  m 64-69 I n c l . ;

11/9/70 DS, 1973: 5/29/73 CB#, and 10/18/73 DS 
Common Redpoll; M s 4 f ,  12 o f 17 years
Plne S lsk ln : 50 's DS, M s 4 f ,  12 o f 17 years, 3 January records #
American Goldflnch: Y m s f ,  Wlnters
Red C rossb lll: M s f ,  Wlnters, 10 o f 15 years, and I 0/ I/72 (s tr lp ed

young,DS)
Whlte-wlnged C rossb lll: 50's, DS, and s, f ,  w lnter, 9 o f 16 years In

60's ,  2-70 's
Rufous-slded Tovrtiee: Y m s f  w lnters, B
Savannah Sparrow: Y m, s 4 f ,  to 10/1^62 DS
Grasshopper Sparrow: M 5/15/61 Searles; 10/11/62, SI
Henslow's Sparrow: 8/IO/6O, DS
Shairptalled Sparrow: 9/29/6I  DS#, 5/23/66 BP 
Seaslde Sparrow: 9/21/68, CL
Vesper Sparrow: M 50's, DS#; '62 DS 4 Searles, 4/26/70, S I; None reported 

slnce
Lark Sparrow: 9/28/54 DS 4 Searles; 5/5/68, Tom Martin
Dark-eyed Junco; Y m, s 4 f ,  wlnters 
Tree Sparrow: Y s 4 f  m; wlnters
Chlpplng Sparrow: Y m, s 4 f ;  12 found on I 0/ I3/68 CL
Clay-colored Sparrow: 9/23/59, DS, seen and heard; 9/29/61, DS
F le ld  Sparrow: Y s f  m, 1 w lnter record, I/ I9/63, DS
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White-crowned Sparrow: Y m, s & f  to I I/ I I/ 70, B. Skinner #
White-throated Sparrow: Y m, s & f ,  winters
Fox Sparrow: Y m s & f , 5 w inter records
L inco ln 's  Sparrow: Y m s cS; f ; not uncommon
Swamp Sparrow: Y m, s & f ,  wintered twice
Song Sparrow: Y m s & f ,  o ften  w inters, B?
Lapland Longspur: l0/10/53i Searle
Snow Bunting: Flock IO/30/68 DS; 11/29/69 CL; PL 12/31/73 and

1//̂ /74

OBSERVERS:

Chester Blasczak, Justin Dee, Richard H eil, Robert In ga lls , S a lly  In ga lls , 
Lawrence Jodrey, Mark Kasprzyk, Christopher Leahy, P r is c i l la  Lord, Donald 
MoKenna, Lorene Melvln, lan Nesbit, Whitney Niohols, Betty Perry, Wayne 
Petersen, Ben Shreve, Jan Sndth, Hyra Smith, Noble Srdth, Dorothy Snjrder, 
Geraid Souoy, Robert Stymeist

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUHTS

The Greater Boston Christmas Coimt w i l l  te  held on Sunday, December 
17th. Anyone in terested  in  pa rtic ip a tln g  in th is  count can contact 
Bob Stymeist, h6  Beaver S treet, Waltham, MA O2 1 5 U (891-7313).

The Newbiiryport Christmas Count w i l l  be held on Saturday, December 
23rd. Anyone in terested  in  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  th is  count can contact 
Eick H e il, 20 MacArthur C irc le , Peabody, MA OI96O (531-7790).

I t  should be noted that there is  a mandatory participant fee  o f  $1 .5 0  
per count.

Patricio Ledlie -booksclbr 5ox 46 Buckfield, Mainc 04220
(207) 336-2969

OuL of Print, Pare

Bird Dooks
Annotated Catalogues: $ 1.00 Appointment
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SCAUP IDEJÍTIFICATION 

by Tad Lawrence, Cambridge

The fo llow in g  i s  a c o lle c t io n  o f some polnts o f scaup Id en tific a t io n , 
which fo r  many people, including myself, i s  o ften  d i f f i c u l t  in  the f ie ld .  
Much, i f  not a l l ,  ;of the Information w i l l  not be new, but together may 
help a l le v ia te  th ls  nagging f i e ld  problem,

Scaup breed and ra is e  th e lr  seven to  11 young from Alaska southeasterly 
across western Geinada and southward In to  the Dakotas. Within th is  area 
the Greater Scaup (Aythya m arila) i s  re s tr ic ted  to  Alaska and northwest- 
em  Ganada, whlle the Lesser Scaup's (Aythya a f f in ls ) range coyers the 
Southern area and overlaps in  part o f northwestem Caiiada and cen tra l 
Alaska.

In  New England both specles genera lly  axrive in  September and remaln in to  
A p r il.  In  addition  to  w interlng from Maine to North Carolina, the Greater 
Scaup is  a lso  present along the P a c ific  coast. The Lesser Scaup winters 
aJLong a l l  the coasts o f the United States from Massachusetts south, Includ- 
ing México and much o f Central America. As a re su lt, the Greater Scaup is  
the more common species in  New England waters, but both occur and a d i l i -  
gent search can often  produce a le s s e r . S id er 's  Pond behind the Falmouth 
Town H all i s  a good place to see and to compare both species.

The f i e ld  mark that I  fin d  most help fu l i s  the extent o f white in  the wing, 
although not a certa in  in d ica tor o f species, a h ighly re lia b le  clue. In 
the Greater Scaup, the white o f the speculum extends along the f i r s t  s ix  or 
seven primarles. The Lesser Scaup, on the other hand, has no white on the 
primarles even though the inner three may appear palé gray. I  f e e l  that 
th ls  f i e ld  mark i s  r e l ia b le ,  but unfortunately only in  f l ig h t .

When the b lrds are s lt t in g  on the water, the best f i e ld  mark is  the re la -  
t iv e ly  strongly vermiculated sldes o f the Lesser, which g ive  the b ird  a 
much grayer appeajrance than the Greater. Another help fu l mark is  the shape 
and co lo r  o f the head. The Greater has a rounded head, while the Lesser 's  
head o ften  appears squarer and is  much more l ik e  that o f a Ring-necked 
Duck (Aythya c o l la r is ) . As fo r  the head co lo r , both specles appear dark, 
almost blackish. However, in  proper l ig h t ,  the head o f the Greater w i l l  
have a greenish sheen and the Lesser a purplish one, From my experience, 
a b ird  with a green sheen i s  always a Greater, but one with a purple sheen 
i s  not always a Lesser, Some exce llen t b irders , however, w i l l  contend that 
the head co lo r i s  re a d ily  observable and diagnostic.

One o f the best f i e ld  Id e n t if ic a t io n  alds i s  the la rg e r  s ize  o f the Greater, 
assuming that comparisons axe ava ilab le . In  addition, the b i l í  s ize  and 
character (a  good specimen Id e n t if ic a t io n  a id ) can also be help fu l oc- 
cas lona lly . The G reater 's  b i l í  i s  th lcker and la rg e r, par& icularly at the 
base. The n a il shows s im ilar proportions. Some say that the Greater has 
a th icker neck, but I  have never found th ls  useful.

Another o ften  mentioned Id en t if ic a t io n  ciid that I  find  misleading is  that 
Greater Scaups frequent la rge lakes and sa lt  water, while the Lessers use 
sna ll ponds. This seems to  be the case on the breeding grounds, but in  
New England both can be found on small ponds u n tll they freeze  and then 
both can be found on s a lt  water. As a re su lt, loca tion  is  not very h elp fu l.
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The fo llow in g  l l s t  summaxlzes the primary f i e ld  maxks in  the order that 
I  consider most usefu l:

Greater Scaup

More white in  wing

S lig h tly  vermioulated, 
whitlsh sldes

Greenlsh head sheen and 
roundish head

Larger s lze

Heavier b i l í

le s s e r  Scaup

Less white in  wing

Vermiculated, grayer appearing 
sides

Purplish and squarer head

Smaller s ize  

L igh ter b i l í

MERLIN BIRDING TOURS
T. Ben Feltner, Owner 

1977-1978

Trips of exceptional quality scheduled throughout the Republic 
of México, Panama, Texas, Alaska, Arizona and Ganada.
Fordtinerary write: Elaíne Robinson, Director

Merlin Birding Tours, P.O. Box 19687, 
Houston, Texas 77024,
713-461-2589

BOOKS FOR SALE
Peterson''s Guide to  Western Birds paper {.special) tax in c . $ 2.50#
Peterson'' s Guide to  Eastern Birds cloth (r e t a i l 8.95) 6.70*
Peterson''s Guide to  Mexican Birds cloth (r e t a i l 10.95) 8.20*
Peterson'' s Guide to  European Birds cloth (r e t a i l 12.95) 9.70*
Peterson''s Guide to  Texan Birds cloth (r e t a i l 11.95) 8.95*
Peterson'' s Bird Song Cassettes(,2] ( r e t a i l 19-95) 15 .00**
Harrison''s Guide to  B irds ' Nests cloth ( r e ta i l 8.95) 6 . 70*
Bond's Guide to  West Indies cloth (r e t a i l 8.95) 6.70*
Robbins' Guide:Birds o f N.America c lo th (r e t a i l 7-95) 5.95*
Robbins' Guide;Birds o f N.America paper (r e t a i l 1+.95) 3 .70*
Peterson''s Guide to Maramals paper (r e t a i l 5-95J ti. 00*
#prepaid *plus 5? tax & 75'  ̂ handling * 
p rices subject to change without notice

5  ̂ tax & $1.00 handling 
higher p rice  w i l l  be charged

WRITE: Mr. Hermán D'Entremont, P.O. Box 20T> Newton C t r . , MA. 02159
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WEERE TO riMD BIRDS IH EASTERN MAgSACHUSETTS

Bird Observer ajanounces the forthcoming publlcation  o f  the f í r s t  Ixook <jf 
i t s  kind fo r  Massachuaetts. This l60-page, so ft-cover volume contains 
3^ a r t ic le s , most o f  whicíL have prevlously appeared in  Bird Observar. A l l  
a r t ic le s  have been revisad and updated, however, and many are accompanied 
by new, m ore-detailed maps.

In  addition  to  chapters on pelag ic  b ird ing from land and hawk watching,
28 choice b ird ing locations in  eastern Massachusetts are presentad, 
in clud ing:

ANNOUNCING:

ABOIMD BOSTON 
Arnold Arboretum 
Case Estates 
Cutler Park 
Fresh Pond
Horn Pond and the Middlesex F e lls
Mount Auburn
Prudential Canter
Revere-Winthrop
Squantum and Wollaston Beach
Thompson Island

WEST OF BOSTON 
Bolton-Lancaster Fíats 
Great Meadows N.W.R. 
bancaster 
Sudbury V a lley

NORTH OF BOSTON 
Cape Ann 
Lynnfield Marsh 
Marblehead Neck 
Newb\iryport 
Plum Island 
Rowley and Newbury 
Springs Pond

SOUTH OF BOSTON
Bridgewater-Lakeville
Monomoy N.W.R.
Nantucket
Plymouth Beach
Plymouth-Manomet
Provincetown
W es tport-Dartmouth

Compiled, rev ised  and ed ited  by L e if  J. Robinson and Robert H. Stym eist, 
with the assistance o f  the s t a f f  o f B ird Observer, th is  hook w i l l  be a 
valuable addition to  any b ird e r 's  lib ra ry . I f  you 've subscribed to 
Bird Observer since i t s  inception, the book w i l l  update your knowledge 
and, conveniently kept in the glove compartment o f your car, w i l l  prove 
a handy reference on b ird ing t r ip s . I f  you 're a recent subscriber to 
Bird Observer. the book w i l l  introduce you to  a number o f  b ird ing areas 
in  the eastern h a lf o f  the sta te . This volume w i l l  a lso make an exce llen t 
g i f t  fo r  anyone in terested  in b ird s .

Where to  Find Birds in  Eastern Massachusetts w i l l  he ava ilah le in early 
December. I t  w i l l  r e t a i l  fo r  $i*.00, but u n til February 15, 1979, Bird 
Observer subscribers may order as many as they wish fo r  only $3.00 per 
copy, plus 5  ̂ sa les tax fo r  Massachusetts residents.

Orders placed now w i l l  be mailed in  ea rly  December. 
form in serted  in  th is  issue.

Use the handy order
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LESS CONFUSING FALL WAKBLERS

THE MSWERS

See Vol. 6, No. 
lo t t e  Wyman.

I4, pg. 121 fo r  the quiz submitted by Pat Fox, and Char-

1 ) Nashville
2) Yellovrthroat
3) Connecticut 
U) Yellow
5 ) Magnolia
6) Chestnut-sided
7 ) Black-throated Oreen
8) Blackburnian
9) Palm
10) Bay-breasted
1 1 ) Tennessee
12) Cape May
13) Pine 
llt) Cañada
15 ) B lackpoll
16 ) Kentucky
1 7 ) Parula
18 ) W ilson's
19 ) Black-tliroated Oreen and Blackburnian
20) Black-throated Blue

5AXIFRAGE BOOK5 ^
Sjpecíñíiypî  7[aÜ{mC Tfistor̂

l i  CENTRf\L ST.
s/íLEfi, 01970

T cí: ‘fH S - 7 m

Hours: TussrFK SmtW-e

16 9



THE BREEDING BIRD SEASON, 1978

June was d e lig h t fu lly  sunny and dry with com fortable, near normal tempera- 
tures. The highest temperature was 89°  on the 28th,with the lowest tempera- 
ture o f 52°  on the ll*th and 15th. Rain to ta led  only 1.53". Fog was frequent 
ea rly  in  the month and again in the la t t e r  part,w ith  heavy fog on the 20th 
and 21st.

July weather was nearly a carhon copy o f June, being sunny and dry with 
cool comfortable temperaturas. The mercury averaged 72.1°, 1.2 below nor
mal and 2.8° lower than the hot July o f 1977. The 19th-23rd was a five-day 
stretch  with 90 or higher each day, culminating with a high 99 on the 
23rd. July U, or Independence Day, was tru ly  remarkable weather-wise. Rain 
f e l l  each hour; th is  was the f i r s t  ¡tth with no sunshine since 19^1. The . 
temperature rose only to  60° ,  the lowest maxim\mi on th is holiday in 107 
years on record. Rain to ta led  only 1.U8", with . 8I "  on the itth.

On June 17, the 2nd Greater Boston Breeding Bird Count (GBBBC) was held.
The area covered is  the same as the annual Christmas Bird Count. More on 
th is  w i l l  fo llow  in  an upcoming Bird Observen.

LOONS

Common Loon:
6/4,16 O ff Chatham ,Mamomet 10,11 bbc(hd ' e )

7/3,18 P . I . ,Barnstable{S.N.) 5,12
RSH
JWB,MFL,BAL

Red-throated Loon:
6/4 O ff Chatham 3 bbc(hd 'e )

TUSENOSES

Once again, as la s t year, huge concentrations o f tubenoses were noted on 
Georges Bank during June, th is  time c lo se ly  a f f i l ia t e d  with lo ca l American 
and Canadian cod and haddock fish in g  operations present on the northern 
edge. Because o f these enormous but lo ca l gatherings around such ea s ily  
obtainable food, pelag ics can seem quite uncommon elsewhere on Georges.
The question as to  whether these concentrations would occur in  the absence 
o f  a fish in g  f le e t  remains unsolved. Note the estimate o f 80OO+ Northern 
Fulmar from the northern edge o f Georges on June l l t h  (95^ lig h t  phase), 
as th is  species continúes to increase in the Gulf o f Maine and Georges Bank. 
Sooty Shearwaters were unusually abundant in inshore waters during early  
June. A count o f 1̂ 450 made o f f  Chatham from a BBC boat t r ip  June ll*th may 
be the la rges t number ever recorded from New England Coastal waters. North
east winds and rain on July Itth brought numbers o f shearwaters and Gannets 
to  Cape Cod Bay, and smaller numbers were observad streaming east past Race 
P t . ,  Provincetown, under northwest winds on the 5th. W ilson 's Storm-Petrels 
were p a rticu la r ly  scarce th is  year, with no large concentrations noted .

Northern Fulmar : 
6/1*,9

6/11
O ff Chatham,Stellwagen Bank 5,3 BBC(}jp'g)

JG
O ff Gloucester,Georges Bank 2 ,8000+ MJK#,RRV
(N.edge)
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Cory's Shearwater;
6/lk 75 m i,s .o f Nantucket 1 RRV

Greater Shearwater:
6 A ,9 O ff Chatham ,Stellwagen Bank 500,3 BBC(.HD'E) ,JG
6/7,11 H.edge o f Georgea Bank 2 1 ,600,

50,000+
RRV

7/í*,5 Barnstableí S.W. ) ,Province 2000+, RFP,RSH & B.A.
Provincetown 500+ Shockey

7/1,9,16 O ff Gloucester 35,10,166 JG,EPí5*,HD'E
Sooty Shearwater:

6/!*,1,7 O ff ChathamjMonomoy,Georgea ll50 ;15 . BBC(HD'E)
Bank l l , l0 0 RRV

6/9,11 Stellwagen Bank,off Glou- 
ceater

15,8 JG#

6/10,21 Barnatable(S ,N.) 10,7 MFL,BAL
7/1,5 Barnatable(S ,N.) ,Provlnce- 

town (Race P t .)
100,35 RFP,RSH & MPS

7/9,16 O ff Glouceater 3,25 EP^,HD'E
Manx Shearwater:

6/1,7-10 O ff Chatham,Georgea Bank 
(north edge)

3,1-3 BBC(HD'E),RRV

6/11 O ff Glouceater 1 MJX,SG#
7/1 Manomet P t . ,Rockport ,Barn- 

stable (S.Nr)
2,3,5+ WRP,GI£#,RFP

7/5,9 Provincetown(Race P t , ) , o f f  
Gloucester

2,1 RSH#,EP & SG

7/16,30 O ff G louceater,P .I. 
Leach's Storm P e tre l:

1,2 HD'E,GLSiS'

6/7-11 W.edge Georges Bank 
W ilson 's Storm P e tre l:

1-5 RRV

6/1,7-11 O ff Chatham,Georges Bank 
(N.edge)

100,1000 BBC(HD'E),RRV

7/1,1 O ff Gloucester,Barnstable 
(S .N .)

3,1 j G,GAW)!'

7/5,16 Provincetown(Race P t . ) , o f f  
Gloucester

6,50 RSH#.htvr

Gannet:
6/1 O ff Chatham 30 BBC(hd'E
7/1 Manomet Pt. ,Bamstable 

(S .N .) ,Rockport
15,50+,35 WRP,RFP,GLS#

7/5 Eastham,Provincetown(Race 19 sub-adsi.
P t . )

Double-crested Cormorant:
3 RSH & MPS

6/17,21 Greater Boston,Woods Role 71,70+ GBBBC,RSH
7/10 P .I . 70 BBC( GLS)

HERONS

The fo llow ing tab le reporta the estimates o f  nesting paira o f  herons on 
House I s , ,  Mancheater (E .A .F ora te r ), and an actual count o f nests by Dr. 
W illiam  Davis and Link Smith, in  th e ir  atudy o f  the heronry on C lark's 
l a . ,  Duxbury:
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House Is . C lark’ s Is .
L i t t le  Blue Heron 10 2
Cattle Egret 10 0 (approx.6 

pa ir la s t  year)
Great Egret 1 10
Snowy Egret 250 2ia
Black-crowned Night Heron Uoo 203
Glossy Ib is 65 20

Apparently Cattle Egrets did not return to  nest at C lark 's Island th is  year, 
as they have done annually in  recent breeding seasons. Likewise, Louisiana 
Herons were not found nesting at House Is .  th is  year, the s ite  o f  the f i r s t  
State nesting record in  1976. However, Louisianas frequenting some o f the 
Boston Harbor islands were suspected o f  nesting in the v ic in ity .  Stage I s . 
Poo l, near the south end o f P . I .  ,appears to  be a staging area fo r  Snowy 
Egrets at dusk, a fte r  which the birds f l y  10 miles south to  the House Is . 
colony. Last summer postbreeding birds and young o f the year gathered in 
large numbers each evening to  roost in the H ellcat North P oo l,P . I . ,where 
they apparently spend the night.

Great Blue Heron:
June 5 lo c a l i t ie s  13 individuáis v .o .
July h lo c a l i t ie s  6 individuáis v .o .

Green Heron:
7/2,23 Bolton,Concord{GMNWR) h,2 BBC(HLM) ,BBC(GWG)
thr.Ju ly P . I . 7 BBC(PA)ii'

L i t t le  Blue Heron:
6/23 P . I . 1 imm. RMB#
7/10-31 P . I . 1 ad. BBC(GIS)<'
7/12,29 Scituate(Th ird  C l i f f ) ,  

E .Boston
1 ad. , 
1 imm.

WRP,CJ & SZ

Cattle Egret:
6/17,30 Topsfield,Manchester 1-2, It GD'Eií<,HTW
th r .June Ipswich max.10 JWB
7/U,7,11+ Topsfie ld ,M arsh fie ld ,

Eehobeth
6,3,1U SZ,WRP,RMB

7/18,31 Topsfie ld ,M arsh fie ld 19,5 WRP,EKW
Great Egret:

6/3,17 P . I .  , Ipswich 1,2 EP,BBC( JWB)
7/1,2 Annisquam,Middleboro 1,1 HTW,WRP & KSA
7/10-29 P .I . max. 7 RPE#

Snowy E gre t:
6/17 Ipswich 30+ BBC( JWB)
6/17,26 P . I . 20,2k GD’ E,BBC(SDH)
7/3,10 P .I . U0,85 JWB,BBC(GIS)
7/17,18 P .I . (s ta g e  Is .P o o l) 250-300,

370
WRPif',GWG

7/29 E.Boston,Rowley 90,68 SZ,RHS#
7/30 Monomoy ,W.Bridgewater 20,1 BBC(CJ) ,WRP
7/31 B rookfie ld 1 imm. BB

Louisiana Heron:
6/3-17;20,26 Squantum;P, I . i ; i , i JG#;S .Hockman, 

BBC(SDH)
7/3,20 Monomoy 1,2 J.Fisk,V.Laux
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7/3-31,21
Black-crowned Night

P . I , ,Rowley 
. Heron:

1-2,1 v,o.,HTW

6/3,17 Plymouth,Greater Boston 20,59 BBCeHD'E),GBBBC
7/10,2Í* P . I . 7,12 BBCeOLS) ,BBceSDH)
7/15 Concord (GMNWB) 

Yellow-crowned Night Heron:
RKW

July Eastham ,W ellfleet(WBWS) 2 imm.,1 DF
7/3,5,17 Bernardston , Ipswi ch,P . I . 1,2 a d . ,

1 ad.
L.Mullen,Mr. &Mrs .: 
BBceOlivers)

Least B ittern :
6/17,23 P .I . 1,2 GD'E/',RMB/i
7/3,9,15,31;2l P . I .  singles ;2 v.o.;GWG
7/15 Concord(GMNWR) 1 RKW

American B ittern :
6/12,25 W. Newbury, Ipswi ch 1,1 GLS#,MM
7/1,23 Brookfield,M ilton(FM ) 2,2 W.Kenney,BBCeMD)

Glossy Ib is :
6/1,11,17 M arshfield ,W. Bri dgewater, 

P .I .
10,11,10 E.Mattie,WRP, 

BBceGD'E)
6/12,26 Nantucket,P.I . 1,13 GC,HC,BBCeSDH)
7/16,21 P .I . 1+6,10-50 RRV,RSH
7/29;30 Rowley ,E .Boston ;Hali fax 

WATERFOWL

6,17;10 RHS#,CJ#;WRP

Brant:
6/3,10 Plymouth,Marion(Bird I s . ) 1,1 BBCeHD'E),RAFif'
6/12 Monomoy 1+ RSH
7/12,28 Plymouth,Duxbury 1,1 RSH
thr.Ju ly Monomoy 1 V .  0 .

Gadwall:
6 /1 1 ,17,26 ConcordeGMNWR),Ipswich,P.I. 1,6,20 BBCeMD) ,BBCeJWB) , 

BBcésDH)
7/10 P .I . lo BBCeOLS)

P in ta il:
6/20 P .I . 2 m. S.Hockman

Green-winged Teal:
6/17,26 Concorde GMNWR) ,P . I . 2,7 BBCeAC) .BBCeSDH)
7/10,31 P . I . 2,7 BBCeOLS);/
7/29 Concorde GMNWR) 6 BBCeEWT)

Blue-winged Teal:
6/15,17 P.I..ConcordeGMNWR) 20,2 RSH ,BBCeAC)
7/2;10,17 Mi ddleboro ;P . I . 1;10,20 WRP# ;BBCe GLS) ,

bbcCh lj )
7/29,30 ConcordeGMNWR),W,Bridgewater i*,l BBcéEWT),WRP

American Wigeon:
7/17 P . I . 1 GWG

Northern Shoveller:
6/26 P . I . 2 BBCtSDH)
7/17 P ,I . 2 GWG

Wood Duck:
6/17 ConcordeGMNWR) 6+ ads,,  

lo  young
BBCeAC)

7/16,23 ConcordeG1®WR) ll* ads,: & 17 yg. ,BBCe.BC) ,BBCe0WG)
35
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7/15,18 Lynnf i  e 1 d ,W oburn /H orn Pond) f,&  6 yg. 
7 yg-

,RHS,GWG

Oldsquaw:
T/5,8 Scituate(Th ird  C l i f f ) 1 WRP
thr, July Chatham(Stage Harbor) 2 v ,o .

Coramon Eider:
7/6 Duxbury Beach 250 sub-ads, RSH
7/29

White-winged
Winthrop,Gloucester

Scoter:
29,1* CJ & SZ,JWB

6/1*,17 Monomoy ,Squ8intum 1,1* RRV & MJL,GBBBC
7/29 Gloucester 8-10 JWB

Surf Scoter:
7/1,12 Buzzards Bay,Plymouth 6,8 WRP,RSH

Black Scoter:
7/l*,12,29 Rockport,Plymouth, 

Gloucester
2,9,20 GLS#,RSH,JWB

Ruddy Duck:
thr.Ju ly P . I .  . 

Red-breasted Merganser:
3+ nesting p rs . v .o .

6/11,17,23 Monomoy,Squant um,Ipswich 11,1,1 RSH#,DTB,JTí
7/30 Monomoy 1* ad. & 1 downy yg. BBC(CJ)

(. f ir s t  recent breeding record fo r  Massachusetts)

VULTUKES, HAWKS, EAGLES

Turkey Vultures were much in evidence during June and July, when a t o ta l 
o f  iH individuáis was reportad, th is  undoubtedly being a continuation o f 
the exce llen t f l ig h t  observed th is  spring. The discovery o f t-wo nesting 
pairs o f Cooper's Hawks, one fran Stow, and a nest with three young in 
Lancaster ,was exceptional and represents the only recent confirmad breeding 
records fo r  the State. Unlike Goshawks, Cooper's Hawks don't defend the 
nest s i t e ,  but tend to  be extremely shy and r e t ir in g , often s lipp ing o f f  
the nest before they can be sean by an approaching observar. Considering 
th is  elusiveness around the nest s i t e ,  i t  is  quite l ik e ly  that Cooper's 
Hawk nests may have gone undetected in  Massachusetts in the past. Sightings 
o f  ind iv idu a l Cooper's o f unreported age carne from Horn Pond, Wobum, and 
Annisquam. Marsh Hawks are mostly re s tr ic ted  to  offshore islands such as 
Nantucket, the Vineyard, Monomoy, Nomans Land, and the Elizabeth Islands, 
as breeders; however, a pa ir may Ije resident in  W. Kewbury, and a male 
h a rr ie r  was seen engaging in  a e r ia l courtship display severa l times in S. 
W e llf le e t  (WBWS). Two immature Bald Eagles and an immature Golden E agle, 
a l l  at Coastal lo c a l i t ie s ,  were sighted during June and July.

Turkey Vu lture: 
6/1,10,11,114

6/16,21*

7/2,11 
Goshawk;

th r ,June

6/11
7/6,11

Hingham,Webster ,Princeton, singles BT,JJC,HLM,
Lincoln 
Marst on' s Mills,Manomet; 
M edfield
Cantón ,Bolton;Norwell

F.Walkey
1,3,3 PT,MB0 sta ff, 

JHM
singles WRP,BBC(.HLM),WRP

Framingham,Boxford nest w/2 yg. , RAFj'v-O' 
nesting pa ir

Princeton 1 HLM
Concord(GMNWE),Concord 1 a d .,1 WRP,PRB
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Cooper's Hawk:
6/6 thr.Ju ly Lancaster nest with 3 ve. HLM
June-July Stow nestine nair M,01mstead
7/11 Annisquam 1 HTW

R ed-ta iled  Hawk:
thr,June

Red-shouldered Hawk
llt lo c a l i t ie s 20 individuáis v .o .

6/l*;10 L lt t le to n  jWehster, 
Annisquam

1 imm. ',1,2 JB:JJC,HTW

6/11 Plymouth ,Princeton 1,2 JJC.HIM
7/2 Ipsw ich,E .Brim field ,Bolton singles JWB,RAF,BBC(HIM)

Broad-winged Hawk:
6/17 Greater Boston 10 GBBBC
thr.June 6 lo c a l i t ie s 12 individuáis V . O .

7/2 Monomoy 1 imm. BN,CAG,V.Laux
Golden Eagle:

6/2Í+ Yarmouthport dump 1 imm. ICTN
Bald Eagle:

6/7 Clark' s I s . ,Duxhury 1 imm. RSH
7/25 W e llfle e t 1 imm. CAG

Marsh Hawk:
thr.Ju ly S.Wellfleet(WBWS) pa ir WWB
7/19,30 Marshfield,Monomoy 1 f . , 1 WRP,BBC{CJ)

Osprey:
6/3,10 Plymouth,Saugus 1,1 BBC(HD'E) ,CJ
6/11,15,21 W.Bridgewater ,Newhuryport singles 

Boston
WRP,RSH,BB

7/15-16 Cohasset 1 AAt

GBOUSE MD RA.IIS

Ruffed Grouse;
6/17,214 Hingham,Lancaster 1 ad.+ s e v '1 y g . , 

1 !•+  5 yg.
R.Campbell,HLM

6/27 Foxboro 1 ad.+ 8 yg. RMB
Bobwhite:

thr.June Mancmet,Westwood 6+,h RSH.JJC
6/13,17 Sharon,Lancaster 1,2 RMB,HUI

V irg in ia  R a il:
thr.June, 17 S.Wellfleet(WBWS)

( gmnwr)
,Concord 1,3 DF#,BBC(AC & NC)

6/17,2I4 Rowley 1 dead, 1 JWB
7/5,16 WobumCHom Pond) ,P . I .  1, 3 ca llin g GWG,GLS#
7/29 Concord ( GMNWR) 1 ad, & 3 yg. BBC(EWT)

Sora:
6/11 W.Bridgewater 3 WRP
7/7 P , I , 3 ads.& 1 juv.banded JWB#
7/30 W.Bridgewater 2 WRP

Common G a llin u le :
7/3,17 P . I , ;Concord(_ gmnwr) 3-^ ads.,3-H yg, ;3 JWB;RKW

American Coot;
7/29 P . I . Í4 ads,+ s e v 'l  yg. RPE#
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SHOREBIRDS

American Oystercatchers were noted in  usual numbers at Monomoy, with at 
least 3-^' pa irs havi.ng nested on the island, Although Oystercatchers 
were observed at severa l lo c a l i t ie s  north o f Moncmoy (N au set,S ,W e llflee t, 
Duxbury), none were proven breeders. No reports were received  concerning 
the populations at Nantucket, Tuckernuck, or Martha’ s Vineyard, Although 
la s t February's b ru ta l storm played havoc with beach and Coastal dw ellings, 
i t  also provided id ea l nesting habitat fo r  P iping P lover and Least Tern. 
Broad.sandy ,washed-over areas where much o f the beach rose and dune grass 
vegetation  has been k i l le d  can be found at Monomoy, many places on the 
Outer Cape, Duxbury, Plymouth, S cituate, and the south end o f P . I . ,  to  
ñame a few. As a resu lt o f th is  increased habitat these two species ap- 
peared to  have had a successful breeding season th is  summer, Almost 
annual now is  the appearance o f W ilson’ s P lover in la te  May/early June.
Two sightings occurred th is  year, both on June 3: one at Nauset, and
another on Plymouth Beach which remained u n til the fo llow in g day, Higher 
than usual numbers o f  basic plumaged B lack -be llied  P lover were present on 
Monomoy and P . I .  in  la te  June and during July, perhaps in d ica tive  o f a 
successfu l breeding season la s t year. W ille ts  continué to  increase lo -  
c a lly  with three pairs defending t e r r ito r y  on Monomoy, and one or two 
pairs again exh ib itin g  t e r r i t o r ia l i t y  at Plum Bush, Newburyport, as they 
did la s t  year. Despite th is , they are s t i l l  unconfirmed as breeders at 
the la t t e r  lo ca tion , even though th e ir  defensiva behavior strongly sug- 
gests nesting. W ille ts  b m lt  up to  a máximum o f  22 on Monomoy in  la te  
July. Lesser Yellow legs and most Ca lidris  shorebirds were genera lly a week 
or more behind schedule, possib ly due to  the la te  spring reportad, and 
what was sald to  be a poor breeding season in some a rc tic  regions th is  year. 
R ela tiva  coimts o f Juveniles in  August and September should confirm or d is- 
prove th is  b e l ie f .  An exce llen t count o f 2200 S hort-b illed  Dowitchers was 
made at Newburyport on July l8 , and s izeab le  flocks were also encountered 
at Plymouth and Monomoy, during what was considerad to  be one o f the best 
f l ig h ts  in  years. B irders are cautioned to  use care in  id en tify in g  July 
and ea rly  August Long-b illed  Dowitchers, since the L.g.hendersoni race o f 
the S h o rt-b illed  Dowitchers a lso has the orange co lor o f the underparts 
extendlng fu l ly  to  the undertail coverts. However, unlike Lon g-b illeds , 
th is  race lacks barring on the sidas o f the upper b reast, has a more 
golden-appearing dorsum, and has c a li  notes id en tica l to  those o f the 
nomínate S h o rt-b illed  Dowitchers. The hendersoni race represents 2.-\% o f 
our July dowitchers. Two authentic, ea rly  Long-b illed  Dowitchers were 
discovered at H e llc a t , South Pool, P . I . ,  on July 18, and 3 adults were 
present there on the 21st. Only one adult Western Sandpiper was found 
during the period , at Scituate July 22-2Í. Following the best spring 
f l ig h t  eve r, la te ,  lin ger in g  White-rumped Sandpipers were found at severa l 
lo c a l i t ie s ,  and numbered 11 ind iv iduáis. The shorebird h igh ligh t o f the 
period was a Black-necked S t i l t , which made a b r ie f  appearance on Nantucket 
on the 12th o f June,

American Oystercatcher:
th r .June-July Monomoy,Nauset 12+ads.& 3 chicks, BNiS*

max, 5
6/í* ,30 Duxbury Beach,S. 2,2 G,Wood,WWB

Wellfleet(WBWS)
T/3,30 Nantucket,Duxbury 2,1 FB,RKW#
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Semipalmated P lover:
T/5,16,17 Scituate,Newburyport 3,8,30 WRP,RRV,MFL,BAL

BamstahleCSiN.)
T/2U,30 P , I , ,Monomoy 25,200 BBC(SDH) ,BBC(CJ)
T/31 Duxhury;New Is.,Nauset 28;135 RKW;PT

Piping P lover;
Plymouth,Monomoy,Ipswi ch 10,8 p rs , SSBC(MJB),RSH,

1 chick & 1 nest BBC( JN)
T/5,10 S c itu a te ;P .1 . 12;6+ads,,,2 yg. WRP;v.o.
th r .July Moncanoy 50 v .o .
T/i 8,2U BarnstahleCS.N.) ,Ipswich 12,16 BAL,MFL,JWB

W ilson 's P lover:
6/3,3-í+ Nauset,Plymouth Beach 1 ,1 BN & PT, WRP,

HD'E#
Ki l ld e e r :

6/17,29 Rowley,Westboro 2 ads.& n e s t , l6- l 8 JWB,MD
ads.

7/10,17 P . I . 10,15 BBC(GLS) ,BBC(HLJ)
7/16,30 Concord(GMKVTR) ,W.Bridgewater 20,66 BBCUC) ,WRP

Halifacc
American Golden P lover:

7/6,12 Duxbury,Plymouth l , l (b o th  basic) RSH
7/23 Monomoy 1 (a l t .p lu . ) CJ

B lack -bellied  P lover:
6/1*,11,15 Moncmoy,Newburyport 8,60 basic,U RRV,RSH,RSH
7/22,23 Duxbury,Monomoy 1*5,200 RKW,CJ
7/31 New I s . ,Nauset;Duxbury 25; 31 PT;RKW

Ruddy Turnstone:
6/3,U,23 Plymouth,Monomoy,Ipswich 8,30,1* BBC(HD'E),RRV,JN
7/3,30 Monomoy 25,25 GWG,BBC(CJ)
7/29 W inthrop,P.I. 10,5 ai,RPE#

American Woodcock:
T/1,2 H olliston ,Bolton 1,1 J.M arshfield,

BBC(HLM)
7/10,18 P .I.jB arnstab le 2,1 GLS,GAW#

Common Snipe:
6/3 Whitman 2 WRP
7/26,30 Concord( GMNWR) ,W.Bridgewater 1,1 MJL,WRP

Whimbrel:
T/3 ,9,29 P . I . 2l*;l,2 BBC(GLS) ;RMB
T/23,30;2l* Monomoy;Ipswi ch 3,3;1 BBC(CJ) ;JWB

Upland Sandpiper:
6/17- 25,19 Newburyport,Lancaster 2,1 NBK#,HLM
6/2T-on Marshfield pa ir 1nesting WRP
T/10-31 Newburyport h ads.& 5 juvs. V . O .

7/30 H a l i  fa x ,Fr amingham 2,1 WRP,RAF
Spotted Sandpiper:

T/i 6;29 Concord(GMNWR);Woburn 9,7;5 BBCCbc ) ,BBC(EWT);
GWG

thr,Ju ly 7 lo c a l i t ie s  13 individuáis v,0 ,
S o lita ry  Sandpiper:

7/3 ,16,25 S,Peabody,Concord(GMNWR), 1,5,1* rsh,bbc( bc ) ,gwg
Wobum

7/29,30 Concord(,GMNWR) ,W,Bridgewater 7,15 RAF,WRP
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W ille t ;
th r. Jme Monomoy m ax.ll RSH#

C3 t e r r i t o r ia l  p rs . )
6/21,25 BamstableCS,N,) jNewburyport 2,3-1» RFP,HLM
7/2-2l»,l6 Nevburyport(Plum Evish),P,I.

1-2 t e r r i t o r ia l  p r s , l v .o , ,JGj¡i
7/6;13,27

Greater Y e llow legs :
Duxbmy ;Monomoy 1;T,22 RSH;REV,RSH

6/20,26 S , Dajrtmouth ,P , I . 1,8 RPE#,BBC(Sm)
7/23,30 Monomoy 1,20 RRV#,CJ#
7/10,16

Lesser Ye llow legs:
Nevburyport 15,20 GI£#,RHV#

6/26,29 P . I .  jWestboro 2,1 BBC(SDH),MD
7/13 , 18,30 Nevburyport 7l»0,500,850 RSH,WRP,RSH
7/11», 29

Red Knot:
Con c or d ( GMNWR) 3,15 RKW,RAE

6/1» Monomoy 50 RRV,MJL
7/30,31 Monomoy,Nev Is .,Nauset 220,2200 CJ,PT
7/30

Pectora l Sandpiper:
P . I . i r RSH

7/l6-on,21 Concord{GMNWR),P.I. 2-9,2 v.o.,RSH
White-rumped Sandpiper:

6/1»,10,15 Monomoy,Marión,P. I . 1,1,9 RRV#,RAE#,RSH
7/31

Least Sandpiper:
Nev Is.,Nauset 3 PT

7/ll»-on Concord( GMNWR) 21-105 v .o .
7/16-on

Dunlln:
Nevburyport 200-H v .o .

7/18- 30,27 P . I . ,Monomoy 2,1 WRP#,RSH
S h o rt-b illed  Dowltcher:

7/18;26,27 Newburyport;Plymouth,
Moncmoy 

Long-b illed  Dowitcher:
7/18,21 P . I .  2 a lt .p lu .a d s .,3

S t i l t  Sandpiper:
7/3-29 P . I .  max.53 ( 7/23)
7/16,29 Rowley,Concord(GMtIWR) 3,1

Semipalmated Sandpiper:

2200;870,1500 WRP;RSH 

WRP,ESH

6/3,U 
7/2,5 
7/30;31

Western Sandpiper:
7 /2 2 ,21»

Marbled Godwit;
7/16,30

Hudsonian Godwit: 
7/8-on 
7/3-on,12 

R u lf:
7/16,22

Sanderling:
6 / 1»
7/2l»,29

Plymouth,Monomoy 70,300
P .I .,S c itu a te  ijX
Nevburyport,Monomoy;New Is ,  2000,500-

1»00

WRP,RAP#
RSH,RAF

BBC(HD'E),RRV#
RRV,WRP
RSH,CJ;PT

Scituate 1 ad. WRP

Moncmoy 1 v .o .

P.I,-Nevburyport 
Moncmoy,S cituate

max,53 ( 7/31) 
max,7o+,3

SG/
v,o,,WRPi

P.I,jDuxbury 1 ta s ic  m, ,1 RSHl.RKW

Monomoy
Ip sv ich , Concorde GMNWR)

125
250-h, !

RRV,MJL
JWB,RAE
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Black-necked S t l l t :
é/12 Hantucket(.Quaise)

W ilson 's Phalarope:
7/3-21 P , I ,
7/23 -29 Concord( GMNWR)

Northern Phalarope:
7/9 O ff Gloucester

1-2
1

Wesley T iffan y

GLS
BC#

EP,SG

JAEGERS AND SKUAS

Fourteen Pomarine Jaegers were encountered on the BBC boat t r ip  o f f  Chatham 
on June 1+, a surprising to ta l fo r  Coastal waters. An adult Long-ta iled  
Jaeger vas ca re fu lly  ohserved fo r  th ir ty  minutes, as I t  occasionally pur- 
sued a W ilson's Storm P e tre l on the southeast part o f Georges Bank June 7. 
During Jiine, f iv e  or s ix  South Polar Skuas ( Catharacta maccormíckil) were 
Id e n t if ie d  on Georges Bank; a l l  were described as being uniformly colored 
( i . e . ,  no palé edging or shaft streaks in  body plumage) with pronounced 
palé nuchal c o lla r s , diagnostic in i t s e l f  o f C.maccormickii.

Pomarine Jaeger:

6lk,22 O ff Chatham,9 mi.SW of ll+ ,l ad. BBC(HD'E) ,:
Gay Head

1/h Barnstable (S .N .) 3 RFP
P a ras itlc  Jaeger:
6lk,2k O ff Chatham,Barnstable 3,1 BBC(HD'E) ,1
7/1 Barnstable(S .N .) ,Scusset 5,1 RRY#,WRP
7/it,31 P. I . { s.end) 1,3 RMB#,SG
7/11 Scituate 1 WRP

Long-tailed Jaeger
6/7 S.E.part o f Georges Bank 1 ad. RRV

South Polar Skua: (Catharacta maccormickii)
6/7-13 Georges Bank 5-6+ RRV

Skua sp.
6/7- 13,27 Georges Bank,10 mi.S.W. o f 2-5,1 RRV,V.Laux

Martha's Vineyard

GULIg. TERNS, ALCIDS

The Laughing Gull colony at the north end o f  Monomoy Island has increased 
in number and extent in recent years , and was estimated to  contain 300 
nesting pairs th is  summer. The presence o f summering, sub-adult Black- 
legged Kittiwakes on Monomoy is  a recent phenomenon o f  the la s t four or 
f iv e  years, Many o f these birds apparently don't survive the en tire  sum
mer, as severa l m orta lit ies  in  past years have indicated,

The fo llow lng tab le contains estimates o f breeding pairs o f birds at two 
major tem arles  in the sta te ; B ird Is land, Marión, and Monomoy Is land, 
Chatham. Included are approxlmate figu res fo r  the number o f  young success- 
fu l ly  fledged per pa ir ( I.C .T .N isb e t).

Bird Island'Marion 
Common Tern 
Roseate Tern

500 pairs 
1290 pairs

1-9 yg ./pa ir 
1-5 yg./pair
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Monomoy Island,Chatham
Conunon Tern I 9OO pairs 0.8 yg,/pair
Roseate Tern 29O pairs 1.2 yg,/pair
A rc tic  Tern 15 pairs 0,2 yg./pair

A portland ica Cone-year-old) Common Tem was observad on Monomoy June 12;
portland ica Commons nonnally summer in  the w inter quarters, so th is  is  quite 
unusual to  occur in  the Northeast, Portlandica A rctic  Terns,on the other 
hand, regu la rly  summer in  the v ic in ity  o f the adult hreeding colonias,
Numbers o f  A rc tic  Terris in  th is  plumage were encoimtered during June at 
Monomoy and Plymouth. Nesting A rc tic  Terns have s tead ily  decreased at 
Monanoy in recent years , and a mere three young were fledged  th is  summer.
The species ' la s t "stronghold" in the state is  Nomans Land, where there 
are about 30 pa irs , The Roseate Tem colony at Bird Is land, numbering 
nearly 1300 p a irs , is  the la rgest nesting colony o f that species in  the
U.S. A sub-adult Sandwich Tern was discovered on the f ía ts  at Monomoy 
June 11; th is  species was la s t recordad July 11-28, 1976, a lso on Monomoy.
A breeding-plumaged Black Guillemot at Rockport July U suggests the possi- 
b i l i t y  o f lo c a l breeding; guillem ots have bred at Biddeford Pool, Maine, 
less  than 55 miles to  the north. A breeding-plumaged gu illem ot was noted 
at Andrews Pt. June 10, 1977.

Iceland Gull:
7/2 Monomoy 1 BN,CAG,V.Laux

Black-headed Gull:
6/lt Monomoy l(o n e -y r-o ld ) RRV,MJL
7/16,31 P . I . ,Newburyport 1,1 RRV#,BBC(PA)

Laughing Gull;
6/it,12 Monomoy,Beverly 150,1 RRV,GLS
th r . June ,July 300 nesting pairs ICTN#

Bonaparte's Gull:
6/5 Ipswich(Grane' s Beach) lio BBC(JWB)
7/16 P .I . 80 RRVi?

L i t t le  Gull:
6/26 P .I . 1 ad. BBC(SDH)
7/22 Newburyport 1 ad. RSH

Black-legged K ittiw ake:
6/H O ff Chatham,Monomoy(n. end) 132,85 BBC(HD'E) ,RRV#
6/U,10 Provincetown lt00, 80+ CAG,BN
7/3,27;5 Monomoy;Provincetown 6 ,2;6 GWG,ESH;RSH

Fors te r 's  Tern:
6/13,1U Monomoy 1 P.Alden#
7/10 ,29-30 P . I . 1,1 BBC(GLS) ,GWGiS'

A rc t ic  Tern:
6/ít Plymouth 35 (10 portland ica) RRV,MJL
6/12 Monomoy 22 portlandica RSH,ICTN
7/16-30 P , I , (s,end) 1 ad, RSHi

Roseate Tern;
7/10-30 P . I . 1-6 v ,o ,

Least Tern:
6/lt Monomoy,Plymouth 50,30 RRV#,MFL
6/2lt IpswichCCrane' s Beach) 80+ BBC(JN)
7 /5,10 S c itu a te ,P ,I, 30 p a irs ,60 WRP,v,o.
7/30 Monomoy 100 CJ
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Royal Tern;
6/lit;21 Barnstable ;Woods Hole , 2;2,2 RFP;RSH,BN

7/8,9-29;
Monomoy 
P . I , ;Sandwich 1,1-2;1 RMB#;PT

mid-July
7/8 Nauset 1 BN,CAG

Sandwich Tern:
6/11 Monomoy 1 sub-ad. ICTN

Black Tern;
6/1* Plymouth Beach 1 SH
7/ I I - 2I* Scituate 1-2 WRP
7/15-30,17 P . I . ,Monomoy 1-2,1 SG#,HLM#

Black Skimmer:
6/i 1*-30,23 Monomoy,Sampson's Is . 1,1 v .o . ,J.Grandpre'
thr.Ju ly Monomoy max, 3 V.O.
7/20,29 Ip sw ich ,P .I. 1,1 RMc,PP#

large a lc id  sp.
7/1* Rockport(Andrews P t .) 2 Gí£#

Black Guillemot;
llk Rockport{ Andrews P t .) l(b reed ing plu. ) GLS#

CUCKOOS THROUGH WOODPECKERS

The f i r s t  ground-nestiriK Common Nighthawks to  he discovered in  Massachu- 
setts  since I 908 (Griscom and Snyder) were found at Plymouth's Myles 
Standish State Forest. Two nests were found o f  the apparent three pairs 
that were on te r r ito r y  there. Nighthawks have prohahly heen breeding at 
that lo c a l i ty  fo r  some tim e, but being in frequently b irded, had gone undis- 
covered u n til th is  surmner. No report was received conceming the Red- 
b e ll ie d  Woodpeckers that bred la s t year in  Adamsdale, but as mentioned in 
the previous issue, the Natick birds that established the f i r s t  State nest- 
ing record in  1977 were usurped by S tarlings. The f i r s t  recent Essex Co. 
breeding record, and one o f the few fo r  the s ta te , fo r  Red-headed Wood- 
peckers, carne from ^ynn, where two food-carrying adults and severa l re- 
cently fledged young were observed in ea rly  July.

Y e llow -b illed  Cuckoo:
thr.June 8 lo c a l i t ie s
thr.Ju ly 5 lo c a l i t ie s

B lack -b ilied  Cuckoo:
10 lo c a lit ie s  
7 lo c a l i t ie s

thr.June 
thr.Ju ly  

Screech Owl:
6/17

Barred Owl; 
6/3,9;17

Common Nighthawk; 
thr.June 
thr.Ju ly

Belmont;Lexington 

Lancaster;Waltham

15 individuáis 
singles

11 individuáis 
9 individuáis

1 ad .,2yg.;3

1 y g . ,1 ad.;1

5 p r . ,1 pr,Cambridge ,Waltham 
Plymouth(MSSF) 

nests found — only recent ground-nesting H ight- 
Hawks in the state 

P ilea ted  Woodpecker;
7/1 7 ,19,31 M i l l i s ,Dover,Lincoln l , p r , , l

V. o. 
V. o.

V, o. 
v .o .

RHS# jLETjí'

HLMjM.Curtis#

RHS
3 p r,-2  ground MPS,AWH,v,o,

JHM,G,Pierce, 
C .Th issell
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Red-he ade d Woodpecker;
6/13- 16,17  W ellesleyjProvincetown 1 ad ,,1 imm, BC,BNJ
7/3 Bynn 2 ads, + 2-3 yg.RSH

(,only recent Essex Co, hreeding record)

PASSERINES

The Massachusetts Breeding Bird A tlas , sponsored by the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society and the D ivisión  o f  Fisheries and W ild life  has been ex
tended fo r  another year, A fte r  the 1978 resu lts are tabulated, 95^ o f 
the State w i l l  have had coverage, leaving about 50 blocks with no coverage 
to  be worked on during 1979.

The two sepárate reports o f singing Tennessee Warblers in  less  than 
id ea l habitat o f Cantón and Lexington during July was most in te restin g .
A number o f lin ger in g  reports o f  both c rossb ills  and Evening Grosbeáks 
¥ere a lso  remarkable, although no confirmed nesting was recorded, A 
pair o f  Evening Grosbeáks was observad in  the process o f bu ild ing a nest, 
but unfortunately, that was a l l  that became o f i t .  The fo llow ing note- 
worthy reports o f the breeding season are:

6/17,26 Greater Boston,P .I. 8t,25 GBBBC,BBC(SDH)
7/17 P . I .  

Y e llow -b e llied  Flycatcher:
50 BBC(LHJ)

6/1,3
Acadian Flycatcher:

Middlesex Fells,Saugus 2 ,1 IG,CJ

6/1*,7 Chatham, Sandwich 1 ,1 RRV#,RFP
6/10 Provincetown,N.edge o f 

Georges Bank
1 ,1 BN,RRV

6/10- 12,16 W.Newbury, Chatham 1 ,1 NBK# & V.O..BN
Willow F lycatcher:

thr.June 10 lo c a lit ie s  29 individuáis v .o .
6/17 Greater Boston 16 individuáis GBBBC

Alder Flycatcher:
6/2 , Lexington,Lancaster 2 ,1 JA.HLM
6/8,22 Brookf ie  Id , Ashbumham 2,1 RAF,RAF

Least Flycatcher:
6/3 — E.Middl eboro,Hal i f ax 3 m. ,1 m. 

^  (1 nest found in E.Middleboro) 
Eastern Wood Pewee:

KSA

6/3 * Boston(Copps'H ill,North End) 
O live-s id ed  Flycatcher:

LET

6/3,10 P . I .  jProvincetown 2 ,1 GWG,BN
6/22

Homed Lark:
Ashbumham 1 RAF

6/13 FitchburgCairport) 1 singing RAF,HLM
Tree Swallow:
1/11 P . I . 1000 bbcCh lj )

Bank Swallow:
thr.June Rowley 100+ JWE,v,o.
6/2lt E.Middleboro 80 nesting holes, 

most in  use
KSA

7/17 Concordí GMRTO)
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C l i f f  Swallow:
6/11,6/12-7/17
7/16

Purple Martin;

W .Brldgewater,P,I. 
Concord{GMNWR)

l,p r .n es tin g  
3

WRPjV.o,
BBC(BC)

thr.June & July P . I , max. 82+ v.o .
7/29

Blue Jay:
S,Carver 80+ WRP#

6/it,17 Chatham,Greater Boston 250 m igrating. RRV#,GB3BC
200

Fish Crow:
6/17 Mt .Auburn,Cambridge 2 w/2 yg. RHS
th r .July Plymouth 25+ RSH

S hort-b illed  Marsh Víren:
6/27-28

American Robin:
Tewksbury 1 RRV,MJL

7/17 Hingham 1 puré albino fledged fid e  VÍRP
Hermit Thrush: 

th r .June-July 
Eastern Bluebird:

Plymouth( ̂ BSF) 20+ singing RSH

nesting pairs in Annisquam with 1* yg. (HTW);E.Middleboro(KSA);Westboro,
with 1+ yg. (MD) ;Ashburnham (RAF);Woburn (GWG) ;Boxford,2 prs. (RHSíSí);
Middleboro (KSAíf)
other reports:
6/11,17 W.Bridgewater ,Lancaster 1,1 VÍRP,HLM
6/21 Fr amingham, Sudbury RAF

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher:
6/1- 3,17 Cambridge(Mt.A.) ,Groton 2,2 RHS,HLM
6/17 Middlesex Fe lls 6 PMR,JSR
6/18,29 Ipswi ch,Westboro nesting p a ir , 

p r.feed ing yg.
JWB,MD

Golden-crowned K in g let:
6/2

White-eyed V íreo:
Mt .Watati c 3 HIM

6/2,5+21* Lexington, Ipswich 2,1+1 JA,BBC(JWB,JN)
6/12-7/13 M ill is 2 RMB
6/12-on,6/30 W. Newbury ,Fairhaven 1-2,3 GLS)S',RAF
thr.June,July Man orne t 1* RSH

Yellow-throated V ireo:
6/l*-on,6 Lincoln,Stow 1,1 WWH.RAF
6/8+11 Holliston(Waseeka) 1,1 RMB,RAF
6/21,23+21* Víoods Hole ,Sherborn 1,1+2 R3H,JHM
6/21*,27 Car l i s i e  ,Southbridge 1,1 RRV#,RAF
7/7 Harvard 1 HLM

S olita ry  V ireo: 
6/8,10-on 

Red-eyed V ireo;
Boxboro ,Lancaster 2 ,nesting pr. RAF,HLM

6/17
Warbling V ireo:

Greater Boston 76 GBBBC

thr.June Provincetown-Beech Forest 3 BN,CAGi
The Warbllng V ireo has never been recorded nesting on Cape
Cod ,and previously there had been only one vague suminer report,

Worm-eating Warbler:
6/10,7/8-15 Dover,E.Douglas 1,1 FRH,H,E,Muller# 

& v .o .
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Golden-winged Warbler:
thr.June Framingham,Ashland 1,1 RAF

M illbu ry, Lancaster 1,1 N.E,Muller,HLM
6/12+7/8,6/18 W,Newbury ,N,Andover l++2,2 WCP & WRPjSPHi

Blue-winged Warbler:
7/3 W.Newbury 1 ad.feeding 2 yg. RHSj!'

Tennessee Warbler:
7/2 Cantón 1-2 BAL,MFL,WRP,KSA

(male singing s tead ily )
7/8 Lexington 1 male singing MDB

N ashville Warbler:
6/9,19 Carver,Marlboro 3,1 RSH,RAF

Northern Parula:
6/13-16 Mashpee 1 WRP

Yellow Warbler:
6/5,17 Ipswich,Greater Boston 20+,95 BBC(JWB) ,GBBBC

Blackbiimlan Warbler:
6/27 Charlton 1 RAF

Chestnut-slded Warbler:
7/1 Framingham pr■.feeding cowbird MD

Pine Warbler:
6/6+21 Sudbury 1 ,3 (t e r r i t o r ia l ) RAF
6/8,17 Boxboro,Lancaster l ( t e r r i t o r i a l )  ,1 RAF.HLM
6/17,20 Ip swi ch,MarIb oro 5 , l ( t e r r i t o r i a l ) BBC(JWB) ,RAF
7/1,5 S .Natick ,H olliston 1,1 JHM.MD
7/15 Hopklnton 2 JHM

P ra ir ie  Warbler:
6/3-11 Norfolk nest w/3 yg. RMB

Northern Waterthrush:
6/21+ E.Middleboro 1 singing KSA

Louislana Waterthrush:
7/16 Barre(Cooks Canyon) 1 HLM

Mournlng Warbler:
6/2+3 P .I.;M idd lesex  F e lls  1+2;1+1 GWG,RPE;PMR#,NBK#
6/10 Sandwi ch 1 RFP

Ganada Warbler:
7/5 H ollis ton 2 MD

American Redstart:
6/3 P . I . 25 RPE#

Bobolink:
6/18 Hamilton 20,inc. nest w/yg. JWB
7/2,21 Bolton 20,120+ Hlil

Orchard O rló le :
thr.June Wobum jWaltham 3 -6 (in c .y g ,),2 GWG + v.o,,RHS
6/3 Whitman,Framingham 1,1 im.m. WRP,RAF
6/l*,6 S .Peabody ,Stow 1 lm,m,,1 im.m, RSH,RAF
6/18 ,21+ W.Bridgewater,Rowley 1,1 WRP#,JWB
7/1-16 Waltham 1 ad.m, RHS#
7/2 Braintree(Great Pond) pr,w/yg. KSA#
7/22 Rowley 2 ad,m,,1 f , ,  1 yg EP#

Northern O rio le :
6/17 Greater Boston 111 GBBBC

Scarlet Tanager:
6/17 Greater Boston 19 GBBBC
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Indigo Bunting:
6/17 Greater Boston 32 GBBBC

Evening GrosBeak.:
6/1- 11,29 Chatham (a t feeder) 1 f , BN

House Finch;
6/1 !* FitchburgÍBurbank 5+ pr.nesting in RAF

H ospital) ivy
Fine Siskin:

6/11,18 Sharon 2 RAF,DC
6/1 7 ,28, 7/1 W eliesley LJE

Red C rossb ill;
6/2 Lexington 9 JA

White-winged Crossh ill:
7/1 F a ll R iver 1 EA,TA

(w ell-observed fo r  f iv e  minutes at cióse range)
Rufous-sided Towhee:

6/17 Greater Boston 107 GBBBC
Grasshopper Sparrow:

7/15-on Bolton 1 HLM
Sharp-tailed Sparrow:

6/17 Squantum,Saugus ll*,l; DTB#,SZ#
7/29 E .Boston 5 CJ

Seaside Sparrow:
7/8 Hewburyport 1 SG,EP

Vesper Sparrow:
th r .July Plymouth(Myles Standish) 28 MBO s t a f f

(ineludes nest with U yg.)
White-throated Sparrow:

6/2!t E.Middleboro 1 KSA
7/30 H ali fax 1 WRP

Song Sparrow:
6/17 Greater Boston 205 GBBBC

ADDEHDUM

Yello^f-rumped Warbler:
th r .6/78 Plymouth(MSSF) 2 adult males singing; MBO s ta f f

one seen carrying food 
on two occasions; no 
nest found

CORRIGEMDUM

V ol.6 ,N o .^ (S prlng ):

Common Crow: date reads 5/U ; should read 3/11.
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LIST OF CONTBIBOTORS

VA V irg in ia  A ltee
KSA Kathleen S, Anderson
JA John Andrews
AA Arthur Argüe
MA Margaret Argüe
PA P h ilip  A rrigo
EA Eleanor Athearn
TA Thomas Athearn
AAt A lex Atwood
WWB W. Wallace Bailey
JB James Baird
MDB Mary D. Baird
JWB James W. Berry
BB Bradford Blodgett
FB Fred Bouchard
DTB David T. Brown
PRB Paul R. Buckley
RMB Richard M. Butler
BC Brian Cassie
GC George Champoux
HC Helen Champoux
JJC John J. Clancy
UC Ursulla Claincy
DC Davi4 Clapp
AAC Anne A. Clarke
AC Alden Clayton
NC Rancy Clayton
VD V irg in ia  Day
GD'E Glenn D'Entremont
HD'E Hermán D'Entremont
WCD W illiam  C. Dr\munond
MD Michael Duffy
RPE Ruth P. Bnery
DF David Fisher
RAF Richard A. Forster
SG S te lla  Garrett
IG Ida Giriunas
CAG Cari A. Goodrich
GWG George W. Gove
JG Jack Grugan
FRH Frederick R, Hamlen
WWH Winthrop W, Harrington
RSH Richard S, H e il
SDH Stewart Dt Henderson
AWH Alex W, Hiam
RH Ruth Higginhotham
SH S ih ley Higginhotham

HBK Nata lie  B, King
BAL Beverly A, L itc h fie ld  
MJL Marcia J, L Ítc h fie ld  
MFL J^ron F, L itc h fie ld  
TLL Trevor L. Lloyd-^Evans 
JHM John H. Marshall
TM Thomas Martin
MM Michael Martinek
MHM Martha H. McClellan 
RMc Richard McHale
HIM Harold L. Merriman 
BN B la ir  Nikula
ICTN lan C.T. Nisbet 
JN John Nove
PP P h ilip  Parsons
RFP Robert F. Pease
WRP Wayne R. Petersen
EP Evelyn Pyburn
JSR Ju lie S . Roberts
PMR Paul M. Roberts
LJR L e i f  J. Robinson
SS Stewart Sanders
GIi3 Gerald L. Soucy
LHS L. Heather Stjmeist 
RHS Robert H. Stymeist
MPS Martin P. Sutherland
EWT E lio t  W, Taylor
LET Lee E. Taylor
BT Barbara Treat
PT Peter T ru ll
RRV Richard R. Veit
paCW Richard K. Walton
HTW Henry T. Wiggin
GAW George A. Wilson
SZ Soheil Zendeh

BBC Brookline B ird Club 
GBBBC Greater Boston Breeding 

B ird Couht
GMNWR Great Meadow National W ild- 

l i f e  Refuge
MBO Manomet Bird Observatory
MSSF Myles Standish State Forest
SSBC South Shore Bird Club
v .o . various observars
WBWS W e llf le e t  Bay W ild life  Sanctuary
# additional observers

P I I  Paul I ,  larrob ino 
CJ Craig Jackson 
HLJ H. Lawrence Jodrey 
MJK Mark J. Kasprzyk 
HK Helen Keith
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