BIRD SIGHTINGS

September—October 2020
Neil Hayward and Robert H. Stymeist

September’s weather was as good as it gets with comfortable temperatures, dry air, and lots
of sunshine. Labor Day weekend saw the mercury hit the mid-70s, perfect for birding. The first
frost advisory was issued on September 20 for much of our area—though not in Boston—and
marked the first unseasonably cool weather of late summer and early autumn. Hurricane Teddy
passed well to the east of Massachusetts on September 22 but still had an impact on coastal
communities producing very high seas in Bristol, Dukes, and Nantucket counties. Strong winds
up to 72 miles per hour were noted on the last day of the month, resulting in many downed trees
and widespread power outages.

Most of October was seasonable. The high for the month in Boston was 78 degrees on
October 10, and the low was a chilly 28 degrees on Halloween. There were 16 days during the
month with some precipitation. Boston recorded 4.98 inches of rain, just over an inch above
average for the month. The big weather story this month was the snowstorm on the last day
of the month; Halloween looked more like Christmas Day, with 4.3 inches of snow measured
in Boston. This set an October snowfall record, breaking the previous record of 1.1 inches,
set on Halloween 2005. Some areas saw more than half a foot of snow; Natick had six inches,
Worcester 6.5 inches, and Braintree 7.5 inches—the highest total in the state.

R. Stymeist

GEESE THROUGH IBISES

Since the first accepted record of Barnacle Goose to the state list in 2002, the species has
become somewhat of a regular year tick. It has been missed in only three of the past 20 years and
has been recorded in every county except those of Cape Cod and the Islands. The first bird of the
2020-21 winter appeared in the Northampton area on October 12, one day shy of the earliest fall
record. This was also the first Barnacle Goose found in the United States this winter, with others
reported from as early as September 10 in Canada (Ontario, Quebec, and Nova Scotia). Even
rarer than this year’s Barnacle Goose were the bird’s fellow travelers: four geese that appear to
be Barnacle X Cackling Goose hybrids. Young geese are known to migrate with their parents,
and this may represent a family group. Indeed, the “Carnacle” or “Barkling” hybrids were still
with the Barnacle Goose at the end of the month when they were re-found in Connecticut. What
the non-Barnacle parent might be is debatable. Hybridization is more likely between similar-
sized birds, which would make Cackling Goose or Lesser Canada Goose (Branta canadensis
parvipes) the best matches for the diminutive Barnacle. Indeed—and perhaps surprisingly—
Cackling Goose has been shown to be genetically closer (i.e., more related) to Barnacle Goose
than it is to Canada Goose (Paxinos et al. 2002). Where these birds were born is also a mystery.
While numbers of Barnacle Geese are increasing in Greenland, the smaller white-cheeked geese
are extremely rare there. More likely, perhaps, is a vagrant Barnacle Goose that wintered in
North America and stayed to breed, pairing with a Cackling or Canada goose. More about this
fascinating taxon can be found in Johnson, 2014. In other goose news this period, Cackling
and Greater White-fronted geese were reported from an above-average six and three counties,
respectively. Berkshire County scored its first September record of Snow Goose, with a single
bird at Pittsfield on September 19.
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16
14
12
II--I I I |

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

NUMBER OF MONTHS RECORDED
I
o

Qo N & o @™

Figure 1. Number of months in which Rufous Hummingbird has been recorded in
Massachusetts for the period 1992-2020. Data from eBird.org.

A hybrid also dominated the duck news this period. A Bufflehead X Common Goldeneye,
which one observer described as an “upside down Bufflehead,” was found in North Adams on
October 27. This bird shared the entire continent this period with only one other such hybrid near
Denver, Colorado. This is the second record of this taxon for Massachusetts, after a returning
bird in Orleans (spring 2018 and the winter of 2019-20), and the third for New England (a bird
wintered near Keene, New Hampshire, in 2015-2018). A male King Eider off Revere Beach on
October 31 is the earliest winter record for Suffolk County. This was a good season for Black
Scoter, with new high counts for the period for Bristol (356), Plymouth (3,022), and Suffolk
(60) counties. An Eared Grebe was photographed at Wellfleet Town Pier on September 24. This
is the second record for this year, after a bird was present for over two weeks off the coast of
Beverly in February.

Early September saw a strong passage of Common Nighthawks. A high of 1,100 birds was
reported in Northampton on September 3, the highest count for the month since September 1,
1995. Rufous Hummingbirds were photographed in October visiting backyard feeders and
flowering plants in Mendon and North Dartmouth. This western species has been annual to the
state since 1994, with one miss in 2009. October is the most likely month in which to find one
(see Figure 1). Rufous Hummers were reported throughout the Northeast this period including
Maine, Vermont, Connecticut, New York, and New Brunswick.

A family of Common Gallinules with young was found in Richmond, Berkshire County,
in September. This is the second successful breeding this year, after young were discovered at
Monomoy NWR this summer. Common Gallinule is listed as a Species of Special Concern under
the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act.

An American Avocet had been present on and off at Plum Island this year since June 16.
That streak ended on October 7. Another bird was at Yarmouth for the middle of September.
A Purple Sandpiper was photographed at Holyoke Dam on October 30. It is the first record
for Hampshire County and only the third significantly inland record for the state, after birds in
Pittsfield in 1953 and 1963 that also appeared in the last week of October (Veit and Petersen,
1993). A Buff-breasted Sandpiper at Race Point Beach in Provincetown on October 2 and another
at Martha’s Vineyard on October 10 are the first October records for the state for a decade.
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A South Polar Skua was photographed at Race Point on October 3. This is only the fourth
October record for the state per eBird, with the late date being October 12 set last year. The
first Common Murre of the winter was spotted off Rockport on October 13. This is the earliest
October record, but not the earliest winter record; in 2017 and 2019, single birds were recorded
on September 23 and September 1 respectively.

“The” Race Point Sabine’s Gull continued throughout the period. This bird has been
present in Provincetown and outer Cape Cod since July 12. Bonaparte’s Gulls are uncommon
away from the coast, and this period Worcester and Hampden counties scored their first
September and October records respectively. This has been a good year for Franklin’s Gull,
with records in June, July, and August. This period, an adult was found at Easthampton on
October 26, the third record of this attractive hooded gull for Hampshire County.

There were some notable late records of terns this period. A count of 250 Forster’s Terns at
First Encounter Beach on September 23 is a new high for the month, while Nantucket scored its
second October record with 12 birds on Tuckernuck Island on October 10. A Royal Tern found
in Acoaxet on October 24 is the first October record for Bristol County, and the second latest for
the state this century after a bird at Plum Island on November 4, 2005. Veit and Peterson, 1993,
note four November records of Royal Tern last century with the latest being November 25-27,
1979. Up to 14 Black Skimmers were at Point of Pines in Revere from September 30—October
12, which represents a new high count for Suffolk County (the previous record was nine birds in
2013).

Race Point hosted up to three Pacific Loons this period, with individuals donning alternate
(breeding) and basic (winter) plumage, as well as a molting bird wearing something in between.
Single alternate-plumaged birds flew by Andrews Point in Rockport on October 12 and 13.

On September 22, 107 Leach’s Storm-Petrels were recorded flying past Corporation Beach

in Dennis, the highest September count since 2001. On the same day, a Brown Booby was
observed flying past Andrews Point on September 22. Three Audubon’s Shearwaters were
photographed south of Nantucket on September 6. These are the only records this year, which is
more a reflection of cancelled pelagics in a pandemic year than the scarcity of the species.

A candidate for Massachusetts Bird of the Year—a Gray Heron—was discovered by Skyler
Kardell on Tuckernuck Island on September 5. It was relocated at neighboring Muskeget Island
by the same observer the following day. And then it was gone. This represents the first record for
the Lower 48, and the fifth record for the United States, with the previous four records all coming
from western Alaska (Howell et al, 2014). There are at least seven records for Canada, including
the first record for North America—a moribund bird discovered in Newfoundland in 1996.

Based on flight photos, the Massachusetts bird appears be the same Gray Heron that was present
in Nova Scotia from June 28—August 22 earlier this year. A month after the bird was found in
Massachusetts, a Gray Heron was photographed at Chincoteague NWR and then at Cheriton
Landfill, both in Virginia. While none of the photos showed that bird in flight, the consensus
seems to be that the Massachusetts and Virginia birds are different individuals.

A Cattle Egret was present at Hadley on October 16. It was only the fourth record of the
egret this year, which makes this the quietest year this century for the species. Horn Pond and
Mystic Lakes hosted the first October record of Snowy Egret for Middlesex County, with a bird
lingering until October 17. Revere recorded a new Suffolk County high of 32 Snowys on October
2. The 17 Yellow-crowned Night-Herons found at Barnstable on October 4 represent a state new
high for the month.

N. Hayward
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Snow Goose

9/19 Pittsfield (Pont.)
10/8 Holyoke
Greater White-fronted Goose
10/17 Lakeville
10/17-27  Holden
10/27 Hampden
Brant
9/21 Vineyard Haven
10/8-31 PI
10/11 Hatfield
10/23 Longmeadow
10/25 Tyringham
10/25 Northampton

Barnacle Goose

1 J. Pierce

1 B. Sharp
1 ph J. Sweeney
1 ph V. Burdette
2 A. Downey
1 J. Peters
35 max T.Wetmore+v.o.
3 C. Carpist
8 T. Gilliland
132 J. Pierce
78 T. Gilliland

10/3-10/17 Northampton area 1 ph K.Barnes,Sa.Auer+v.o.
Barnacle Goose X Cackling Goose

10/12-17
Cackling Goose
9/24-9/26  Acoaxet
10/5 Northfield
10/12-19  Egremont
10/12 Middleton
10/17 Holden
10/20 Northampton
10/27 Somerset
10/29 S. Hadley
Mute Swan
10/11 Acoaxet
Wood Duck
9/19 Weymouth
9/25 Mashpee
10/2 New Salem
10/3 Upton
10/9 Tuckernuck I.
10/10 Duxbury
10/11 Chilmark
10/17 Waltham

Blue-winged Teal
9/4-10/27 Longmeadow
9/15-9/21  Lynnfield
9/17-10/2  Hatfield
10/3 Winchester
Northern Shoveler
9/22-10/11 Nantucket

9/30 Turners Falls

10/1-10/22 PI

10/11 Acoaxet
Gadwall

10/2-10/29 PI

10/15 Longmeadow

10/25 Tidmarsh WS
Eurasian Wigeon

9/5 PI
American Wigeon

10/3-10/29 PI

10/4 Whately

10/11 Acoaxet
American Black Duck

10/1-10/31 PI

10/29 Quaboag IBA

Northern Pintail
10/1-10/29 PI

10/3 Longmeadow

10/9 Tuckernuck I.
Green-winged Teal

9/12 P’town (RP)

10/1-10/20 PI

10/11 Longmeadow

10/20 Holden
Redhead

10/11 Acoaxet

10/13-16  Sharon

Northampton area 4 ph K. Bames, Sa. Auer+v.o.

1 ph J.+M. Eckerson +v.o.
2

J. Smith
1 ph J. Pierce
1ph J. Keeley
1 ph V. Burdette
1 ph L. Therrien
1 ph M. Eckerson
1 ph D. Allard
244 G. d’Entremont
42  G. d’Entremont#
29 M. Keleher
57 J. Johnstone#
175 T. Dodd
24 S. Kardell
61 E. Vacchino
25 E. Broderick
62 J. Forbes
8 max EHigginsMMerithew+vo.
47 max M. Sovay
21 maxA. Hulsey + v.o.
12 v.0.
6 S. Fee
2 C. Stern
11 max

v.0.
4 G. d’Entremont
19 max V.0
6 L+ A. Richardson
11 G. d’Entremont
1ph R.Yuen#+ v.o.
34 max V.0.
7 J. Blue
65 G. d’Entremont

500 max S. Zhang + v.o.

24 M. Lynch#
68 max J. Layman+v.o.
6 J. Young
12 S. Kardell
9 B. Nikula#
300 max T.Wetmore+v.o.
55 M. Moore
28 M. Lynch#
32m  G. d’Entremont

1 A. O’Neill + v.o.
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10/16-25  Williamstown 2 C.Johnson + v.o0.

10/27-31  Waltham 1 J. Forbes+v.o.
Ring-necked Duck

10/1-31 Cambr. (FP) 105 max v.0.

10/10-31  Waltham 236 max J. Forbes + v.o.

10/10-31 ~ W.Newbury 210 maxS.Grinley#+v.o.
Greater Scaup

10/19 PI 14 T. Wetmore

10/21 Wachusett Res. 11 M. Lynch#

10/28 Turners Falls 16 J. Smith
Lesser Scaup

9/19 Randolph 1 m G. d’Entremont#

10/9-10/28 Pittsfield (Pont.) 5 max J. Pierce + v.o0.

10/10 PI 1 T. Wetmore
King Eider

10/31 Revere B. 1m S.Zendeh+ v.o.

Common Eider

10/1-10/29 PI 175 max v.0.

10/12 Rockport (AP) 1520 R. Heil
Harlequin Duck

10/25 P’town (RP) 4 B. Nikula#

10/25 Barnstable (SN) 4 M.J. Foti

10/26 Rockport (AP) 35 D. Sibley

10/26-27  Aquinnah 4 B. Shriber
Surf Scoter

10/1-10/29 PI 2300 max T.Wetmore+v.o.

10/12 Quabbin Pk 2 L. Therrien + v.o.

10/15 Barnstable (SN)7500 P. Crosson

10/25 Manomet Point5265 L. Schibley#

10/30 Turners Falls 4 J. Smith
White-winged Scoter

10/1-10/20 PI 1500 max D.Weaver#+v.o.

10/25 Barnstable (SN)3000 N. Marchessault#
10/25 Quabbin Pk 25 M. Locher
10/30 N. Adams 18 max C.Johnson+v.o.

Black Scoter

10/1-10/20 PI 3500 max T.Wetmore+v.o.

10/8 Brookfield 16 R. Jenkins

10/15 Barnstable (SN)6000 P. Crosson

10/22 Pittsfield (Onota) 1 J. Pierce

10/25 Scituate 3022 J. Frost

10/25 Quabbin Pk 69 S. Surner

10/25 Turners Falls 45 J. Smith + v.o.

10/27 Waltham 4 J. Forbes
Long-tailed Duck

10/26 Rockport (AP) 75 D. Sibley

10/28-30  Quabbin Pk 66 max L. Therrien

10/30 Pittsfield (Onota) 14 G. Ward
Bufflehead

10/9 Eastham (FH) 2 C. Walz

10/18-31 PI 20 max v.0.

10/25 Waltham 18 J. Forbes

10/28 Quabbin Pk 24 L. Therrien
Buffiehead X Common Goldeneye (hybrid)

1027 N. Adams 1 ph T. Kirby#
Common Goldeneye

10/25 Stockbridge 2f  C.Blake+ v.o.

10/28 PI 1 S. Babbitt#

10/29 Quaboag IBA 1f M. Lynch#
Hooded Merganser

10/29 Quaboag IBA 26 M. Lynch#
Common Merganser

10/25 Holyoke 200 B. Finney + v.o.

10/29 Quaboag IBA 30 M. Lynch#
Red-breasted Merganser

10/4-10/31 PI 110 max v.0.

10/9 Pittsfield (Pont.) 16 J. Pierce

1027 P’town (RP) 700 B. Nikula#
Ruddy Duck

10/11 Acoaxet 22 G. d’Entremont

10/17 Richmond 28 J. Pierce

10/27 Pembroke 88 B. Vigorito
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Northern Bobwhite

9/3 Eastham (FH) 15 N. Yusuff
Wild Turkey

9/2 Holden 25 13ad+12yg M. Lynch#

10/24 MtA 3m N. Hayward
Ruffed Grouse

9/5 Ashby 1 J. Forbes

10/9 Winchendon 1 M. Lynch#

10/11 Mt Watatic 1 C.+C. Winstanley

10/17 Quabbin (G8) 1 M. Lynch#
Ring-necked Pheasant

10/29 Egremont 6 J. Pierce
Pied-billed Grebe

9/8 Dedham 3 M. Iliff

10/1-10/31 PI 2 max v.0.

10/9-10/30 Turners Falls 7 max E. Huston

10/11 Acoaxet 5 G. d’Entremont

10/14 Quaboag IBA 5 M. Lynch#

10/20-26 Cheshire 5 max J. Morris-Siegel+v.o.
Horned Grebe

9/1-10/2  Marblehead 1 J. Smith

9/14 Danvers 1 R. Heil

10/1 PI 1 T. Wetmore#

10/2 Pittsfield (Onota) 2 J. Pierce

10/17-31  Ludlow 2 L.+A. Richardson + v.o.

10/24 Quaboag IBA 1 M. Lynch#
Red-necked Grebe

10/10-17  Waltham 1 J. Forbes

10/12 Quabbin Pk 4 L. Therrien + v.o0.

10/13 Rockport (AP) 2 R. Heil

10/24 Quaboag IBA 1 M. Lynch#
Eared Grebe

9/24 Wellfleet 1 ph M. Jones
Yellow-billed Cuckoo

10/7 Sharon 1 E. Ganin

10/10,18  PI 1,1 N. Landry, T. Wetmore
Black-billed Cuckoo

10/3 Nahant 1 M. Iliff

10/9 Scituate 1 S. Maguire#

10/14 Hadley 1 S. Surner
Common Nighthawk

9/1-9/30 ~ Northampton 1485  T. Gagnon + v.o.

9/3 Northampton 1100  T. Gagnon + v.o.

9/3 Hampden 753 A. Downey

10/6 Wayland 2 M. McKenna
Chimney Swift

Longmeadow 250 M. Moore

9/16 Mount Tom 300 S.Winn & L. Farlow

10/7 Longmeadow 11 T. Gilliland
Ruby-throated Hummingbird

9/1-10/17  Woods Hole 1 D. Remsen

10/3 Melrose 1 D. Hefferon

10/5 Newton 1 D. Bailey
Rufous Hummingbird

10/5 Mendon 1 phimmm C. Carnovale

10/31 N. Dartmouth Iphadf M. Iliff#
Clapper Rail

9/5 Ellisville 1 L. Schibley

9/8-9/10  PI 1 C. Decker + v.o.

9/10-9/11  WBWS 1 D. Muth#

9/25 Orleans 2 K. Yakola#

9/28 Rumney (Revere) 1 F. Morello + v.o.

10/24-26  Mashpee 1 K. Fiske#
Virginia Rail

9/5 Warren 3 M. Lynch#

10/4 Franklin 5 N. Marchessault

10/27 Cuttyhunk I. 17 J. Offermann#
Sora

thr Reported from 31 locations

9/26 Hanover 35  N. Marchessault#

10/2 Deerfield 1 nfc D. Sibley

10/4-10/15 W. Roxbury (MP) 2 M. Kaufman + v.o.
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Common Gallinule

9/11-10/10 Richmond 6 3ad+3yg

J. Felton + v.o.

9/16 Hatfield 1 B. Finney + v.o.
10/11-14  Eastham 1ph T.Marvel, v.o.
10/23-25  Tidmarsh WS 1ph  L.Kras+v.o.
10/26 Nantucket 1ph T Pastuszak#
American Coot
10/11 Acoaxet 22 G. d’Entremont
10/21 Randolph 27 D. Burton
10/25 Hatfield 4 K. Schroeder
10/27 Longmeadow 12 T. Gilliland
Sandhill Crane
9/5-10/18  Burrage Pd WMA 9 max v.0.
9/6 Ashfield J. Miller
9/12 Tolland 2 D. Holmes
9/13-9/15  Edgartown 1 R. Culbert#
9/14 Worthington5 4ad+1juv T. Gessing
9/19 Quabbin (G43) 2 M. Lynch#
10/31 Easton 8 K. Ryan
10/31 Wayland 3 B. Harris
American Avocet
9/12-9/24  Yarmouth 1 ph v.0.
9/18-10/7 PI 1 ph D. Chickering + v.o.
American Oystercatcher
9/14 Gloucester 2 D. Allard
9/23 Tuckernuck 1. 16 S. Kardell
10/20 Quincy Sad D. Burton
Black-bellied Plover
9/28 PI 335 R. Heil
10/15 Barnstable (SN) 750 P. Crosson
10/26 Easthampton 4 D. McLain
10/30 Northfield 4 J. Smith
American Golden-Plover
9/17 Holden 4 M. Lynch#
9/20 P’town (RP) 3 A. Burdo
9/21-9/26  Turners Falls 3 J. Smith + v.o.
9/28-9/30  Sheffield 2 max G. Ward

10/2 Northampton 1
10/6-10/20 Winthrop B.

8 T. Gilliland
6 S. Zendeh + v.o.

10/19 PI 6 T. Wetmore + v.o0.
Killdeer
9/1 Great Barrington 46 J. Pierce
9/17 Deerfield 47 P. Gagarin
10/28 Hadley 56 T. Gilliland
Semipalmated Plover
9/7 PI 750 R. Heil
10/15 Barnstable (SN) 250 P. Crosson
10/15 PI 140  T. Wetmore + v.o.
10/15-22 Quabbin (G35) 6 max J. Johnstone + v.o.
Piping Plover
9/30 Ipswich (CB) 2 1. Pepper
10/6 PI 1 S. Babbitt + v.o.
Upland Sandpiper
9/3 Boston (FPk) 1 J. LeBel + v.o.
9/15 Dedham 1 M. Iliff
‘Whimbrel
9/7 Muskeget . 9 S. Kardell#
9/13 Quincy 4 E. Nielsen
9/17 WBWS 13 A. Kneidel#
9/24,10/17 Eastham (FE) 15,3 A. Kneidel, P. Trimble#
9/24 PI 11 L. Waters
Hudsonian Godwit
9/19 Duxbury B. 1 R. Bowes
9/26 Nantucket 1 K. Blackshaw
10/2 PI 8 S. Sullivan
10/16-18  E. Boston (BI) 2 C. Long + v.o.
10/18 Monomoy NWR 1 B. Harrington#
Marbled Godwit
9/1-9/9 PI 2 maxL. Smith# + v.o0.
9/5,9/19 Duxbury 1,1 L. Holmes
9/14 Scituate 1 S. Sullivan
9/15-10/19 Chatham 5 J. Pratt+ v.o.
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Ruddy Turnstone

Rockport 15 C. Floyd
9/1-9/15  Marblehead 12 max J. Smith + v.o.
9/2 Longmeadow 1 T. Gilliland
9/9 P’town (RP) 30 K. Hanson
Red Knot
9/25-10/2 PI 14,20  G. d’Entremont#
10/15 Barnstable (SN) 11 P. Crosson
Stilt Sandpiper
9/1-9/7 Quincy 2 E.Nielsen + v.o.
9/28,10/1 PI 11 juv R. Heil
9/30 Agawam 2 T. Gilliland
10/2 Acoaxet 1 D. Zimberlin
Sanderling
9/2-9/3 Longmeadow 2 max L.+A.Richardson#
9/11 GMNWR 1 J. Forbes
10/1-10/29 PI 85 max . Babbitt+v.o.
10/4 Monomoy NWR3000 B. Harrington
10/15 Barnstable (SN) 500 P. Crosson
Dunlin
10/1-10/31 PI 575 max  J.Layman + v.o.
10/4 Longmeadow 4 T. Gilliland
10/18 Monomoy NWR2080 B. Harrington
10/26-27  Northampton 22 max A.Hulsey + v.o.
10/29 Montague 8 K. Barnes
Purple Sandpiper
10/26 Rockport (AP) 2 D. Sibley
10/30 Eastham (FE) 2 L. Waters#
10/30 Holyoke 1 juvT. Gilliland + v.o.
Baird’s Sandpiper
9/1-9/3 Northfield 1 J. Smith + v.o.
9/5 Norththampton 1 A. Hulsey#
9/7 Tuckernuck I. 1 T. Griswold
9/7 Muskeget I. 1 S. Kardell
9/8 Nantucket 1 S. Fee
9/10 Holden 1 B. Robo + v.o.
9/12 Petersham 1 M. Lynch#
9/14 Orleans 1 D. Harrison
9/19 Longmeadow 1 T. Gilliland
9/25 PI 2 E.LeBlanc + v.o.
10/4 Lexington 1 C. Cook
Least Sandpiper
9/11, 10/18 PI 100,1  R. Heil, B. Burke
9/11 Holden 6 M. Lynch#
10/29 GMNWR 1 A. Braggt
White-rumped Sandpiper
9/7,10/15 PI 23,23 R. Heil, S. Zhang + v.o.
10/25 P’town (RP) 3 L. Waters
10/27 Hadley 3 A. Kahn#
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
9/4 Boston (FPk) 1 L. Markley + v.o.
9/7 Northborough 1 N. Dowling + v.o.
9/8-9/13 PI 4 max M. Watson + v.o.
9/8 Dedham 1 M. Tliff
9/9 Gloucester 1 J. Keyes
9/10-9/11  Whately 1 T Gilliland + v.o.
9/11 Holden 1 M. Lynch#
10/2 P’town (RP) 1 N. Hayward
10/10 Katama, MV 1 T. Gilliland
Pectoral Sandpiper
917 PI 4 R. Heil
9/10 Longmeadow 22 T. Gilliland
10/3 P’town 3 BBC (G. d’Entremont)
10/21 Dedham 2 J. Meigs
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Everett 75 J. Forbes
9/10 Longmeadow 52 T. Gilliland
9/11 PI 1300 R. Heil
10/21 Dedham 2 J. Meigs
Western Sandpiper
9/1-9/22  PI 1 v.0.
9/3 Ipswich 1 N. Dubrow
9/4 Rockport 1 C. Marchant
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9/6 Mashpee 1 D. Burton#
9/6-9/7,9/19  Quincy 1,1 E. Nielsen + v.o.
9/7 Tuckernuck I. 1 S. Kardell#
9/12 Salisbury 1 C. Marchant
9/25 Ipswich (CB) 2 C. Disney
10/18 Monomoy NWR 4 B. Harrington#
Short-billed Dowitcher
9/7,9/11  PI 11,27 R. Heil
9/7 October Mountain 3 L. Hertzog
10/15 Quabbin (G35) 1 J. Johnstone
10/29 Ipswich (CB) 1 1. Pepper

Long-billed Dowitcher

9/6 E. Boston (BI) 1 T. Marsan-Ryan

9/11,9/28 PI 16,15 R. Heil
American Woodcock

9/4 Hardwick 1 M. Lynch#

10/5-10/27 Easthampton 3 max L. Therrien

10/27 PI 3 T. Wetmore
Wilson’s Snipe

10/20-24  PI 1 T. Wetmore + v.o0.

10/29 Sheffield 5 J. Pierce
Spotted Sandpiper

9/11 Holden 3 M. Lynch#

10/29 Medford 1 J. Kovner

10/31 Woburn (HP) 1 J. Price#
Solitary Sandpiper

9/14 Mashpee 15 M. Perrin

9/27 Southampton 7 M. McKitrick

10/31 Medford 1 D. Littauer

10/31 Woburn (HP) 1 J. Thomas
Lesser Yellowlegs

9/11 PI 85 R. Heil

9/30 Agawam 14 T. Gilliland
Willet

9/1-9/20  PI 3 max v.0.

9/19 Quincy 1 D. Burton
Greater Yellowlegs

9/11 PI 125 R. Heil

10/15 Quabbin (G35) 5 J. Johnstone

10/31 Holyoke 4 S. Moreno
Wilson’s Phalarope

9/1-9/12  Falmouth 1 M. Keleher + v.o.

9/11,9/24 PI 1,1 S. Grinley#, L. Waters

Red-necked Phalarope

9/20,10/4 P’town (RP) 50,15 B. Nikula#
Red Phalarope

9/11 Huntington 1 P. Wilcox

9/11 Quabbin Pk 1 D. Lounsbury + v.o.

9/12-9/14  October Mountain 2 max J. Pierce + v.o.

9/19 P’town (RP) 1 B. Nikula#

10/24-26  Cheshire 1 M. Boschetti
South Polar Skua

10/3 P’town (RP) 1 phB.Nikula, P.Flood
Pomarine Jaeger

10/13 Rockport (AP) 1 R. Heil

10/31 P’town (RP) 5 B. Nikula#
Parasitic Jaeger

10/7,12 PI 3,2 T. Wetmore

10/12-13  Rockport (AP) 5 max R. Heil

10/12 Cohasset 1 V. Zollo

10/17,30 P’town (RP) 12,26 B. Nikula#
Long-tailed Jaeger

9/19 P’town (RP)2 1juv+1S B. Nikula#
Dovekie

10/19 P’town (RP) 2 L. Waterst#
Common Murre

10/13 Rockport (AP) 1 R. Heil

10/31 P’town (RP) 1 L. Grimes#
Razorbill

9/20,10/31 P’town (RP) 1,51 B. Nikula#

10/12 Rockport (AP) 54 R. Heil

10/15 PI 3 T. Wetmore#
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large alcid sp.

10/31 P’town (RP) 206 B. Nikula#
Black Guillemot

9/19-9/22  PI 1 J. Levy# + v.o.

9/22 Rockport (AP) 1 J. Hoyet#
Atlantic Puffin

10/12,13  Rockport (AP) 2,5 ph R. Heil
Black-legged Kittiwake

10/12 Rockport (AP) 9 R. Heil

10/31 P’town (RP) 1000 B. Nikula#
Sabine’s Gull

9/1-10/31 P’town (RP) 1 1S ph v.0.

9/9 Brewster 1 1Sph R. Debenham
Bonaparte’s Gull

9/24 Wachusett Res. 1 H. Siener

10/6 Lynn 150 J. Quigley

10/17 Quabbin (G35) 6 E. LeBlanc

10/27-28  Stockbridge 8 max J. Pierce

10/30 P’town (RP) 530 B. Nikula#
Black-headed Gull

9/1-10/14  Nbpt H. 1 ph B. Murphy + v.0

9/20-10/31 Plymouth B. 1ph J. Young+ v.o.

9/26-10/12 Gloucester (Ep) 1ad ph J. Barcus, S. Sullivan

10/1-10/6  Quincy 1 ad ph MMcWadetv.o.

10/23 Salisbury 1 ad ph J. Keeley

10/25 P’town (RP)2 lad+1W ph  B. Nikula#
Little Gull

9/19-10/31 P’town (RP) 1 Icy ph L.Waters + v.o.
Laughing Gull

9/8 Agawam 2 L.+ A. Richardson

9/13 Eastham (CGB) 600 B. Nikula#

10/10 PI 90 T. Wetmore

10/12 Rockport (AP) 325 R. Heil
Franklin’s Gull

10/26 Easthampton 1 ad phA.Hulsey+v.o.
Lesser Black-backed Gull

9/7 PI 2 juv R. Heil

9/11 P’town (RP) 7 B. Nikula#

9/16 Monomoy NWR 68 A. Kneidel

10/2 PI 2 lad+1juv S. Sullivan

10/10 Lynn I ad J. Quigley

10/12 Rockport (AP) 1 R. Heil, S. Sullivan

10/30 Quabbin Pk 1 L. Therrien
Glaucous Gull

Revere B. 12W C. Kaynor

9/22-10/19 Gloucester 1 C. Haines + v.o
Least Tern

9/2 Quincy 1 J. Mott + v.o.
Caspian Tern

9/8,9/19  Quincy 3,8 D. Burton + v.o.

9/11,10/6  PI 3,4 R. Heil, T. Wetmore#

9/12-9/15  E.Boston (BI) 2 S. Riley + v.o.

9/13 Lynnfield 2 M. Sovay

9/19 Randolph 3 E.LeBlanc + v.o.

9/26 Orleans 1 N. Tepper

10/4 P’town (RP) 8 B. Nikula#

10/19 BHI (Deer 1.) 3 J. Layman
Black Tern

9/8 Nantucket 250 L. Dunn#

9/8 Quincy 1 D. Burton + v.o.
Roseate Tern

Quincy 2 E. Nielsen

9/11,10/6  P’town (RP) 600,1 B. Nikula#, M. Harris
Common Tern

9/11, 10/27 P’town (RP)4100,350 B. Nikula#

917 Pittsfield (Onota) 2 Z. Adams# + v.o.

10/1,25 PI 9,1 T. Wetmore, J. Lorenc

10/31 Quincy 1 V. Zollo
Forster’s Tern

9/22 Eastham (FE) 250 B. Nikula#

10/2 PI 8 S. Sullivan

10/10,31  P’town (RP) 360,65 T. Bradford, L. Grimes
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Royal Tern
9/8 Ipswich (CB) 1 ph I. Pepper
9/8 PI 1 ph J. Carey#
Black Skimmer
9/9 Edgartown 24 R. Culbert

9/30-10/12 Revere (POP)
10/1-10/8  Nahant

14 L. Ferraresso + v.o.
10 max M. Goetschkes + v.o.

10/1-10/3  Quincy 3 M. McWade + v.o.
Red-throated Loon
10/13 Pittsfield (Pont.) 1 Z. Adams
10/26 Rockport (AP) 250 D. Sibley
10/29-31 ~ Wachusett Res. 1 B. Abbott
10/30 Stockbridge 2 K. Hanson
10/31 P’town (RP) 85 B. Nikula#
Pacific Loon
9/1-9/5 P’town (RP) 1 basic ph  T. Green#
10/7-10/25 P’town (RP) 1 basic/alt ph D.Burton+v.o.
10/12, 13  Rockport (AP) 1,1 alt ph R. Heil, S. Sullivan
10/16 P’town (RP) 1 alt B. Nikula#
Common Loon
10/12 Rockport (AP) 40 R. Heil
10/12 Quabbin Pk 11 L. Therrien + v.o.
10/21 Wachusett Res. 21 M. Lynch#
10/30 Pittsfield (Onota) 21 G. Ward

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel
9/17 Jeffreys L. 1
Leach’s Storm-Petrel

S. Mirick + v.o

9/22 Dennis (Corp. B.)107 P. Flood

9/23 Eastham (FE) 19 J. Trimble#

10/12 Manomet Point 1 D. Burton

10/13 Rockport (AP) 7 R. Heil

10/31 P’town (RP) 1 B. Nikula#
Northern Fulmar

9/22 P’town (RP) 72 P. Trimble

9/23 Eastham (FE) 8 J. Trimble#

10/13 Rockport (AP) 7 R. Heil
Cory’s Shearwater

9/12,10/12 Cohasset 2,1 V. Zollo

10/13 Rockport (AP) 112 R. Heil

10/27 P’town (RP) 835 B. Nikula#
Sooty Shearwater

10/31 P’town (RP) 2 B. Nikula#
Great Shearwater

10/12 Rockport (AP) 247 R. Heil

10/31 P’town (RP) 800 B. Nikula#

Manx Shearwater
9/19, 10/11 P’town (RP) 318,49 P. Flood, B. Nikula#
10/13 Rockport (AP) 46 R. Heil
Audubon’s Shearwater

9/6 S. of Nantucket 3 ph N. Bonomo#
Brown Booby

9/22 Rockport (AP) 1ad S. Perkins
Northern Gannet

10/13 Rockport (AP) 720 R. Heil

10/27 P’town (RP) 3700 B. Nikula#
Great Cormorant

9/15 Rockport (AP)3 lad+2imm R. Heil

10/3 PI 2 S. Zhang

10/23 South Hadley 1
Double-crested Cormorant

T. Gilliland + v.o.

9/27 Longmeadow 245 L.+ A. Richardson
10/4 Northhampton 110 K. Krishna
10/9 Orleans 6000 W. Banks
10/12 PI 1350 V. Burdette
American Bittern
9/17 GMNWR 1 W. Martenst#
10/9 PI 1 S. Babbitt#
10/11 Deerfield 1 nfc D. Sibley
10/16 Richmond 1 Z. Adams
10/19 Eastham (FH) 6 L. Waters#
10/25 Williamstown 1 M. Morales
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Great Blue Heron Cattle Egret
10/19 PI 23 S. Babbitt# 10/16 Hadley 1 phL. Therrien + v.o.
10/27 Yarmouth 55 C.Riehl  Green Heron

Gray Heron* 9/8 Deerfield 12 P. Gagarin
9/5 Tuckernuck I. 1 ph S. Kardell 10/2 PI 2 S. Babbitt
9/6 Muskeget 1. 1 ph S.Kardell, T. Taylor ~ Black-crowned Night-Heron

Great Egret 9/7 Barnstable 23 C. Bates
9/7 Barnstable 95 C. Bates 10/1-10/18 PI 2 max v.0.
9/21 Scituate 53 M. Tliff 10/1 DWMA 2 N. Tepper
9/22-9/27 Longmeadow 36 maxM. Moore + v.o. 10/3 Tuckernuck I. 22 S. Kardell#
10/6 PI 240 T. Wetmore  Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
10/29 Lexington 1 S. Miller# 9/1-9/19  Nbpt 12 maxC. Disney + v.o.

Snowy Egret 9/1-9/28  PI 8 maxS. Babbitt + v.o0.
9/7 PI 120 J. Hoyet# 9/3-9/28  E. Boston 4 S. Jones + v.o.
917 Barnstable 83 C. Bates 9/23 Marshfield 13 K. Rawdon
10/25 Gloucester 3 C. Haines 9/25 Rowley 3 imm R. Heil
10/30 Nantucket 1 K. Blackshaw 10/1 Eastham (FH) 15 T. Marvel

Little Blue Heron 10/3 Tuckernuck I. 10 S. Kardell#
9/1 Agawam 1 A. Kapinos 10/4 Barnstable 17 P.Bono
9/1 Quincy 1 C. Whitebread ~ Glossy Ibis
9/29-10/8  Ipswich 1 1. Pepper 9/13 GMNWR 1 J. Levy + v.o.
10/3 Gloucester 2 S. Williams

VULTURES THROUGH DICKCISSEL

The fall migration of raptors is at its best in September. The most popular sites for
hawkwatchers in Massachusetts are Mount Wachusett in Princeton and nearby Mount Watatic in
Ashburnham. Broad-winged Hawks are the big attraction. The ideal weather for a good flight is
a northeasterly wind. September 18 was the day to be out with good weather conditions, when
12,087 Broad-winged Hawks were cumulatively tallied from five hawkwatch locations. Other
noteworthy sightings for the period included 10 reports of Golden Eagles with three noted
from Shatterock Mountain in Russell, two immature Mississippi Kites on Mount Wachusett on
September 4, and the first Rough-legged Hawk of the fall also at Mount Wachusett on October
31

The big news this period was the invasion of winter finches into our area. The first
indication that this could be a big flight year was the explosion of Red-breasted Nuthatches back
in mid-August. Counts in excess of 40 individuals were noted in many areas throughout the state;
Mark Lynch tallied 172 birds in Winchendon on September 6. By the end of September and the
first week of October, it became obvious that this would be a very good year for an irruption of
boreal birds. A severe spruce budworm outbreak was certainly a key in bringing these finches
south. Purple Finches and Pine Siskins were the first to arrive in big numbers; more than 1,000
siskins were estimated on Nantucket and another 950 on nearby Tuckernuck Island on October
9, and counts exceeding 125 were common throughout the state. High counts of Purple Finches
include an estimated 100 at Horn Pond in Woburn and 85 at Dunback Meadow in Lexington. By
mid-October, Evening Grosbeaks started to show up in modest numbers and were joined in the
last 10 days of October by Common Redpolls. Red Crossbills have almost taken up residence in
the state, being reported continuously since early July. Flocks of 20-plus crossbills were reported
in a number of areas during this period. The last days of October saw the first White-winged
Crossbills move into our area.

Some of our more common migrants were reported in good numbers including 18 Olive-
sided Flycatchers, 20 Yellow-bellied Flycatchers, 23 Philadelphia Vireos, 40 Clay-colored
Sparrows, and 12 Dickcissels. Thirty-six species of warbler were noted during the period, with
highlights including one Golden-winged, 3 Prothonotary, 33 Connecticut, one Kentucky, 10
Hooded, and 4 Yellow-throated. Two vagrant species were reported: one Black-throated Gray
Warbler photographed on Plum Island and three Townsend’s Warblers.
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September and October birding in Massachusetts can be exciting, given the historical
precedent of vagrants showing up. This period in 2020 was exceptional, with reports of three
Western Kingbirds, a Say’s Phoebe on Martha’s Vineyard, a Bell’s Vireo in Barnstable, a very
cooperative Northern Wheatear on Plum Island, a Western Meadowlark on Cuttyhunk, four
Yellow-headed Blackbirds, a Brewer’s Blackbird, a Summer Tanager, and a Painted Bunting in
East Falmouth.

R. Stymeist
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Northern Harrier

9/1-9/30 Mt Wachusett
9/11-9/26 ~ Blueberry Hill
10/1-10/31 Mt Wachusett

Sharp-shinned Hawk

9/1-9/30
9/4-9/24
9/11-9/24
9/11-9/26
10/1-10/31
10/1-10/27
10/3-10/31
10/4-10/25

Mt Wachusett
Mt Watatic
Russell
Blueberry Hill
Mt Wachusett
Russell
Blueberry Hill
Malden
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15 Hawkcount (R. Chase)
12 Hawkcount (J. Weeks)
24 Hawkcount (R.Chase)
214 Hawkcount (R. Chase)
266  Hawkcount (B. Rusnica)
88  Hawkcount (T. Swochak)
80  Hawkcount (J. Weeks)
197  Hawkcount (R.Chase)
120 Hawkcount (T. Swochak)
91  Hawkcount (J. Weeks)
117 Hawkcount (C. Jackson#)

9/1-9/30 Mt Wachusett 6869

9/4-9/24 Mt Watatic ~ 5972

9/11-9/24  Russell 2946

9/11-9/26  Blueberry Hill 2455

9/18 Skinner SP 1910
Red-tailed Hawk

10/1-10/31 Mt Wachusett 157
10/1-10/27 Russell 59
10/3-10/31 Blueberry Hill 48

Rough-legged Hawk

10/31 Mt Wachusett 1
Barn Owl
10/3 Tuckernuck 1. 3
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Black Vulture Cooper’s Hawk
9/14 MBWMA 2 D. Salt 9/1-9/30 Mt Wachusett 67  Hawkcount (R. Chase)
9/19 Milton 2 C. Walz + v.o. 9/4-9/24 Mt Watatic 55 Hawkcount (B. Rusnica)
9/21 Chatham 1 E. Titcomb 10/1-10/31 Mt Wachusett 88  Hawkcount (R.Chase)
10/3-10/27 Mt Wachusett 11 max Hawkcount (R.Chase) 10/1-10/27 Russell 32 Hawkcount (T. Swochak)
10/7 GMNWR 2 'W. Hutcheson 10/3-10/31 Blueberry Hill 26  Hawkcount (J. Weeks)
10/11 Marion 4 N. Marchessault 10/4-10/25 Malden 59 Hawkcount (C. Jackson#)
10/12 Sheffield 26 J. Pierce  Northern Goshawk

Turkey Vulture 9/17 WWMA 1 imm P. Morlock
9/19 Skinner SP 21 Hawkcount (R. Weiss) 9/20 Blueberry Hill 1 imm Hawkcount(J. Weeks)
10/1-10/31 Mt Wachusett 763 Hawkcount (R.Chase) 9/26 Quabbin (G37) lad  R.Lockwood
10/1-10/27 Russell 252 Hawkcount (T. Swochak) 9/27 Easthampton 2 J. Harrison
10/3-10/31 Blueberry Hill 117 Hawkcount (J. Weeks) 10/22 Blueberry Hill 1 Hawkcount (J. Weeks)

Osprey Bald Eagle
9/1-9/30 Mt Wachusett 90 Hawkcount (R. Chase) 9/1-9/30 Mt Wachusett 77  Hawkcount (R. Chase)
9/4-9/24 Mt Watatic 74 Hawkcount (B. Rusnica) 9/4-9/24 Mt Watatic 100 Hawkcount (B. Rusnica)
9/11-9/26  Blueberry Hill 16 Hawkcount (J. Weeks) 9/11-9/26  Blueberry Hill 36  Hawkcount (J. Weeks)
10/1-10/31 Mt Wachusett 23 Hawkcount (R.Chase) 9/11-9/24  Russell 22 Hawkcount (T. Swochak)
10/1-10/27 Russell 8 Hawkcount (T. Swochak) 10/1-10/31 Mt Wachusett 55  Hawkcount (R.Chase)
10/4 Malden 40  Hawkcount (B. Rusnica) 10/1-10/27 Russell 16  Hawkcount (T. Swochak)

Golden Eagle 10/4-10/17 Malden 5 Hawkcount (C. Jackson#)
9/5 Mt Wachusett 1 subad Hawkcount (R. Chase) ~ Mississippi Kite
10/17 Russell 1 imm Hawkcount (T. Swochak) 9/4 Mt Wachusett 2 imm Hawkcount(R.Chase)
10/17 DWMA 1immph S.Dresser Red-shouldered Hawk
10/24,25  Russell 1,2 Hawkcount (T. Swochak) 9/1-9/30 Mt Wachusett 17  Hawkcount (R. Chase)
10/25,31  Mt. Everett 1 imm ph G.Ward, J. Pierce 10/1-10/31 Mt Wachusett 38  Hawkcount (R.Chase)
10/25 Blueberry Hill 1 imm Hawkcount (J. Weeks) 10/1-10/27 Russell 21  Hawkcount (T. Swochak)
10/31 Quabbin Pk 1imm A.+ N. Kahn 10/3-10/31 Blueberry Hill 42 Hawkcount (J. Weeks)
10/31 Mt Wachusett 1 Hawkcount (R.Chase) ~ Broad-winged Hawk

Hawkcount (R. Chase)
Hawkcount (B. Rusnica)
Hawkcount (T. Swochak)
Hawkcount (J. Weeks)
Hawkcount (R. Weiss)

Hawkcount (R.Chase)
Hawkcount (T. Swochak)
Hawkcount (J. Weeks)
Hawkcount (R.Chase)

S. Kardell#
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Eastern Screech-Owl

Hadley 4 L. Therrien
Great Horned Owl
9/21 Hampden 4 A. Kapinos
10/26 PI 2 T. Wetmore + v. 0.
Barred Owl
9/6 Deerfield 10 D. Sibley
9/15-9/17  W. Roxbury (MP) 1 M. McMahon + v.o.
10/9 Winchendon 3 M. Lynch#
10/19 Boston (FPk) 1 S. Jones
10/20 PI 1 D. Prima
Short-eared Owl
10/10 Brewster 1 K. Dect#
10/12-16  Sheffield 1 J. Pierce
10/26 Rockport (AP) 1 D. Sibley
10/26-31  Hadley (Honeypot)1 C. Elowe + v.o0.
10/30 E. Boston (BI) 1 S. Riley
Northern Saw-whet Owl
10/8 Sharon 2 V. Zollo + v.o0.
10/11 Deerfield 6 D. Sibley
10/24 Littleton linj J. Zaborowski
10/27 PI 1 S. Zhang
10/31 Lexington (DM) 1 F. Morello
10/31 E. Boston (BI) 1 S. Riley
Belted Kingfisher
9/19 Randolph 2 G. d’Entremont#
10/14 Quaboag IBA 3 M. Lynch#
Red-headed Woodpecker
9/1 Montague 1 ad A. Magel
9/26 GMNWR 1 R. Tyers
10/3 Orleans 1 imm phNMarchessault
10/4 Wayland I immph  B. Harris
10/11 Burrage Pond WMA 1 J. Frost
10/11 Hardwick 1 M. Lynch#
10/20 Sharon limmph V. Zollo
10/21 E. Brimfield lad B. Zajda
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
9/20 Deerfield 15 D. Sibley
10/9 Tuckernuck I. 10 S. Kardell
10/9 Orleans 6 K. Yakola#
Northern Flicker
9/20 PI 42 L. Waters#
9/20 Pittsfield 22 S. Townsend
9/21 Northfield 28 J. Smith
9/26 Warren 27 M. Lynch#
Pileated Woodpecker
9/12 Petersham 4 M. Lynch#
American Kestrel
9/1-9/30 Mt Wachusett 164  Hawkcount (R. Chase)
9/4-9/24 Mt Watatic 82 Hawkcount (B. Rusnica)
9/11-9/26 Blueberry Hill 97  Hawkcount (J. Weeks)
9/11-9/24  Russell 14 Hawkcount (T. Swochak)
Merlin
9/1-9/30 Mt Wachusett 34  Hawkcount (R. Chase)
9/4-9/24 Mt Watatic 13 Hawkcount (B. Rusnica)
9/11-9/26  Blueberry Hill 15  Hawkcount (J. Weeks)
9/18 Skinner SP 7  Hawkcount (R. Weiss)
10/1-10/31 Mt Wachusett 26  Hawkcount (R.Chase)
Peregrine Falcon
9/1-9/30 Mt Wachusett 16  Hawkcount (R. Chase)
10/1-10/22 Mt Wachusett 6 Hawkcount (R.Chase)
10/23 S. Deerfield 4 S. Griesemer
Monk Parakeet
97 PI 1 S.Babbitt + v.o.
Great Crested Flycatcher
9/24 Newton 1 I. Reid
10/3 N. Andover 1 J. Parrot-Willis
Western Kingbird
10/20-22  Sandwich 1 ph B. Olshanshky#
10/31 Dartmouth 2 ph J.Eckerson + v.o.
Eastern Kingbird
10/1 DWMA 1 N. Tepper
10/1 Rowley 1 R. Heil
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10/5-10/7 Boston (AA)
Olive-sided Flycatcher
9/1-9/24
9/3 Ambherst
9/5 Warren
9/17 ‘Washington
Eastern Wood-Pewee
9/1-9/4 Quabbin Pk
9/1-9/25  PI
9/4 Hardwick
10/18 Cuttyhunk I.
10/18 Cambr. (FP)

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
thr

1 D. Sullivan

Indiv. reported from 12 locations

S. Griesemer

2 M. Lynch#
2 M. Watson
12 max L. Therrien
3 max v.0.
7 M. Lynch#
1 L. Waters#
1 T. Michel#

Indiv. reported from 14 locations

9/11 Northfield 3 J. Smith
9/22 N. Truro 1 D. Clapp#
10/6 Tuckernuck I. 1 S. Kardell
10/31 E. Falmouth 1 K. Friel#
Acadian Flycatcher
9/6 Brewster 1b S. Finnegan#
Alder Flycatcher
9/13 Cambr. (Danehy Pk) 2 au J. Trimble#
9/16-9/17  Boston (FPk) 2 S. Jones + v.o.
9/23 Lexington (DM) 1 J. Levy
9/23 Franklin 1 M. Perrin
Willow Flycatcher
9/4 Fairhaven 1 C. Longworth
9/5 Monomoy NWR 1 A. Burdo
9/13 Northampton 1 A. Hulsey
Least Flycatcher
10/6 Woburn (HP) 1 J. Levy
10/14 Whately 1 F. Morello, D. Sibley
10/26 Boston (AA) 1 P. Peterson + v.o.
Eastern Phoebe
9/26 Warren 26 M. Lynch#
10/1 Deerfield 18 D. Sibley
10/3 Cuttyhunk I. 77 J. Offermann#
Say’s Phoebe
10/3 Aquinnah 1 ph B. Shriber
Northern Shrike
10/25 N. Truro 1 S. Williams#
10/31 Nantucket 1 L. Buck
White-eyed Vireo
9/15 Longmeadow 1 M. Moore
9/16 Westwood 1 E. Nielsen
9/25 Granville 1 D. Holmes
9/26 Orleans 3 N. Tepper
10/4 Rowley 1 R. Heil
10/9,24  MNWS 1 J. Smith
10/24 Nahant 1 M. Padulo
10/25 Salisbury 1 A. Steenstrup
Bell’s Vireo
10/3 Barnstable 1 ph P. Johnson-Staub
Yellow-throated Vireo
9/1-9/4 Quabbin Pk 5 max L. Therrien
9/8 Northfield 5 J. Smith
10/26 Franklin 1 M. Perrin
Blue-headed Vireo
10/3 Cuttyhunk I. 24 J. Offermann#
10/9 Orleans 10 K. Yakola#
10/27 Stockbridge 1 C. Blake
Philadelphia Vireo
9/20 PI 3 L. Waters
9/24 Tuckernuck 1. 6 S. Kardell
9/25 Hadley 2 L. Therrien
9/27 Sandwich 4 P. Trimble
9/27 Northfield 3 J. Smith
9/27 Longmeadow 3 C. Volker
10/9 Orleans 2 K. Yakola#
Warbling Vireo
10/3 Williamstown 1 M. Morales
10/18 Brewster 1 S. Finnegan, A. Burdo
10/31 Orleans 1 N. Tepper#
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Red-eyed Vireo
9/1 Quabbin Pk 29 L. Therrien
9/20 PI 28 L. Waters#
9/24 Orleans 64 A. Burdo#
10/31 ‘Woburn 1 A. Brown
10/31 Newton 1 C. Dalton
Fish Crow
10/1 Pittsfield 50 T. Collins
10/18 Dedham 350 M. Tliff
10/27 Lawrence 500 C. Gibson
Common Raven
9/5 Tuckernuck I. 4 S. Kardell
9/15 Mt Watatic 55 B. Rusnica
10/8 Quabbin Pk 17 L. Therrien
Horned Lark
9/4, 10/31 Northampton 1,110 L. Therrien, D. Peake-Jones
10/12 Medfield 12 J. Bock
10/25 P’town (RP) 35 L. Waters
Bank Swallow
9/2 Longmeadow 175 T. Gilliland
9/8 Northampton 250 S. Surner
Tree Swallow
9/6 Rowley 15000 W. Freedberg
10/17 P’town (RP) 5000 T. Bradford
10/20 Longmeadow 2 M. Moore
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
9/6 Longmeadow 13 J. Blue
Purple Martin
9/5 Aquinnah 3 N. Bonomo
9/21 PI 1 S. Grinley#
2020 season  Mashpee 48 pr+187yg M. Keleher
2020 season  Falmouth 24 pr+116yg M. Keleher
2020 season  Barnstable 23 pr+81yg M. Keleher
2020 season  WBWS 12 pr+30yg M. Keleher
Barn Swallow
9/4 Hardwick 26 M. Lynch#
10/4 Longmeadow 2 T. Gilliland
10/17 Eastham (FH) 1 K. Yakola#
CIiff Swallow
9/5 Hadley (Honeypot)1 S. Surner
9/8 Northampton 3 S. Surner
10/3 PI 1 J. Bourget#
10/10 P’town (RP) 2 T. Bradford
Red-breasted Nuthatch
9/1-9/7 Quabbin Pk 134 max L. Therrien
9/6 Winchendon 172 M. Lynch#
9/7 Clarksburg 42 So. Auer
917 Assabet R. NWR 75 D. Williams#
9/24 Tuckernuck I. 75 S. Kardell
9/24 PI 54 L. Waters
10/10 Wellfleet 61 M. Keleher#
10/23 E. Brimfield 45 B. Zajda
10/27 Marion 40 C. Molander
Brown Creeper
9/24 Petersham 5 M. Lynch#
10/31 Ludlow 8 J. Young
House Wren
9/13 Hadley 13 L. Therrien
9/20 Deerfield 15 D. Sibley
10/3 Cuttyhunk I. 29 J. Offermann#
Winter Wren
9/27 Carver 1 M. Lynch#
10/27 PI 1 S. Zhang
Marsh Wren
9/6 Needham 1 J. Thompson
9/13-10/11 Pittsfield 3 max S.Townsend,K.Hanson
9/26 Quincy 1 V. Zollo
9/30-10/15 Hatfield 1 K. Jones, D. McLain + v.0.
10/1-10/27 PI 1 V.0.
10/7 Cambr. (Danehy Pk) 1~ BBC (M. Rosenstein)
Carolina Wren
9/5 DWWS 6 BBC (G. d’Entremont)
10/11 Acoaxet 17 G. d’Entremont
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10/22 Warren 6 M. Lynch#
Golden-crowned Kinglet

9/20 PI 19 L. Waters#

10/10 New Marlborough 21 G. Ward
Ruby-crowned Kinglet

9/20 PI 22 L. Waters#

10/9 Deerfield 35 D. Sibley

10/9 Hadley 31 S. Surner

10/9 Tuckernuck I. 16 S. Kardell
Northern Wheatear

9/21-9/22  PI
Eastern Bluebird

9/25 WBWS
10/2 Rutland
10/22 Deerfield
Veery
9/13 Hadley
9/18 Medford (Tufts)
10/18 Cuttyhunk I.
10/19 Newton

1 phD.+S.Larson+v.o.

54 M. Harris
64 M. Lynch#
55 D. Sibley
5 L. Therrien
2 J. Levy#
1 L. Waters#
1 P. Gilmore

Gray-cheeked/Bicknell’s Thrush

9/11 Concord Infc W. Hutcheson
9/15 Assabet R. NWR 2 nfc N. Tepper
9/25 Quincy 1 J. Young
9/29 WWMA 2 ph T. Spahr
10/1, 10/2 Deerfield 33,15 nfc D. Sibley
10/4 Concord 4nfc  W.Hutcheson
10/12-14  Falmouth 1ph M. Kasprzyk#
Bicknell’s Thrush!
9/25 Marlborough 1 nfc T. Spahr
Swainson’s Thrush
9/19 October Mountain 6 J. Pierce
9/25 PI 7  G. d’Entremont#
10/1,10/2 Deerfield 200,100 nfc D. Sibley
10/24 Melrose 1 E. Labato
Hermit Thrush
10/11 Deerfield 40 nfc D. Sibley
10/15 Petersham 24 M. Lynch#
10/23 Lexington (DM) 5 M. Rines
Wood Thrush
9/5 Warren 3 M. Lynch#
9/13-9/14  Hadley 9 max L. Therrien
10/11 Deerfield 1 nfc D. Sibley
Gray Catbird
9/25 PI 38  G. d’Entremont#
9/26 Warren 110 M. Lynch#
10/3 Cuttyhunk I. 98 J. Offermann#
Brown Thrasher
10/3 Cuttyhunk I. 8 J. Offermann#
10/5 Arlington 1 B. Widerski
10/11 Acoaxet 1 G. d’Entremont
10/11 Reading 1 D. Williams
Cedar Waxwing
9/5 Aquinnah 310 N. Bonomo
9/26 Warren 107 M. Lynch#
American Pipit
9/25 P’town (RP) 70 N. Hayward
9/26 Hadley (Honeypot)120 max B. Finney + v.o.
10/13 Northfield 220 J. Smith
10/16 Sheffield 100 G. Ward
10/27 Templeton 75 T. Pirro
Evening Grosbeak
10/19 Cape Ann 11 B. Harris
10/21 Wellfleet 2 C. Hight#
10/22 Blueberry Hill 23 Hawkcount (J. Weeks)
10/22 Warren 6 M. Lynch#
10/23 Leverett 19 B. Normark
10/25 Lee 40 J. Pierce
10/25 Ambherst 25 S. Surner
10/27 PI 9 J. Layman
10/29-31  Newton 12 M. Chalfin-Jacobs#
10/31 Falmouth 3 S. Williams
10/31 Nantucket 2 S. Kardell
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Purple Finch
9/26 Warren 77 M. Lynch#
10/1-10/9  Deerfield 140 max D. Sibley
10/12 Woburn (HP) 100 J. Levy
10/18 N. Truro 15 K. Yakola#
10/19 Ambherst 40 S. Williams
10/23 Lexington (DM) 85 M. Rines
10/24 Cuttyhunk I. 14 J. Offermann#
Common Redpoll
10/24 P’town (RP) 34 S. Williams#
10/25-30  W. Roxbury (MP) 3 J. Forbes + v.o.
10/26-27  PI 4 maxT.Wetmore+v.o.
10/26 Boston (FPk) 3 S. Jones
10/27 Truro 50 E. Goodman
10/31 Williamstown 7  C.Johnson + v.o.
10/31 GMNWR 4 J. Forbes
10/31 Weymouth 3 V. Zollo
Red Crossbill
9/1-10/19  Quabbin Pk 20 max auL.Therrientv.o.
9/3-10/18  Montague 30 maxS. Miller# + v.o.
9/4-9/27  Gloucester 12 max J. Keyes
10/10 October Mountain 6 Z. Adams
10/21-23  E. Brimfield 10 B. Zajda
10/22 Petersham 28 W. Howes
10/31 Newton 20 M. Chalfin-Jacobs
10/31 Mashpee 3 N. Marchessault
White-winged Crossbill
10/30 P’town 1 J. Bragger
10/31 Newton 1 M. Chalfin-Jacobs#
Pine Siskin
9/7-10/21  Quabbin Pk 172 max L. Therrien
10/3-10/29 PI 600 maxT.Wetmore+v.o.
10/9 Nantucket 1000 L. Dunn
10/9 Tuckernuck I. 950 S. Kardell
10/9 Orleans 372 K. Yakola#
10/9 Northborough 220 N. Dowling
10/10 October Mountain150 Z. Adams
10/10 Medfield 89 J. Bock
10/11 Waltham 130 J. Flagg
10/12 Pittsfield (Pont.)250 J. Pierce
10/15 P’town 150 E. Brooke#
10/15 Barnstable (SN) 137 P. Crosson
10/18 Cuttyhunk I. 447 L. Waters#
10/24 Brimfield 280 J. Bourget
10/24 Quaboag IBA 153 M. Lynch#
Lapland Longspur
9/23 Rockport (HPt) 1 D. Nyzio
10/4 PI 2 S. Zhang
10/11 GMNWR 2 'W. Hutcheson
10/12-15  Duxbury B. 4 G. Lynch + v.o.
10/25 Barnstable (SN) 6 N. Marchessault
10/30 Williamstown 2 ph M.Morales + v.o.
10/31 Northampton 15 D. Peake-Jones
Snow Bunting
10/26-30  PI 11 max v.0.
10/31 Wachusett Res. 55 R. Spedding
10/31 P’town (RP) 32 B. Nikula#

Grasshopper Sparrow
9/4-10/9  Falmouth 2 max K. Fiske + v.o.
9/12-10/22 Northampton area 1 min L. Therrien + v.o.

10/31 Dartmouth 1 J.+ M. Eckerson
Lark Sparrow

9/1-10/24  Indiv. reported from 12 locations

9/5 Tuckernuck I. S. Kardell
Chipping Sparrow

9/10 WWMA 80 T. Spahr

9/27 Greenfield 60 J. Layfield

9/27 Carver 48 M. Lynch#

10/3 Eastham 20 BBC (G. d’Entremont)

10/12 Great Barrington 80 N. Jo

Clay-colored Sparrow
9/13-10/31 Indiv. reported from 36 locations
9/17 Cohasset C. Johnson
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10/5-10/6  Boston (Fens)

Field Sparrow
9/13 Hardwick
9/17 Ware
9/19 Weymouth
10/1-10/19 PI
10/18 Monterey
Fox Sparrow

10/9-10/27 Northampton
American Tree Sparrow

10/14-19  Groton

10/15 GMNWR

10/24-25 PI
Dark-eyed Junco

9/6-9/12  Quincy

9/20 PI

10/22 Warren

10/28 Turners Falls

10/31 Ludlow

White-crowned Sparrow
10/3-10/20 PI

2 P. Peterson + v.o.

M. Lynch#
L. Therrien
G. d’Entremont#

v.0.
P. Banducci

L. Therrien
1 S. Miller#
2 A. Braggt
1 M. Massa# + v.o.

1 J. Offermann + v.o.

65 L. Waters#
111 M. Lynch#
160 J. Smith
120 J. Young

16 maxJ. Layman + v.o.

10/4 Athol 25 D. Small
10/8-10/17 Easthampton 55max  F. Morello#
10/9 Orleans 5 K. Yakola#
10/11 Deerfield 32 E. Huston
10/11 Pittsfield 25 S. Townsend
White-throated Sparrow
9/10 WWMA 300 T. Spahr
9/20 PI 180 L. Waters#
10/4 Ashley Falls 125 Z. Adams
10/9 Deerfield 350 D. Sibley
10/9 Hadley 121 S. Surner
10/11 Hardwick 632 M. Lynch#
Vesper Sparrow
9/17-9/18  Nantucket 1 T. Pastuszak#
9/26 Barnstable 1 P. Crosson
10/2 Quincy 1 J. Scott + v.o.
10/15 PI 1 S. Zhang
10/17 Hadley (Honeypot) 4 F. Morello
Seaside Sparrow
9/10-9/11  WBWS 1 D. Muth#
9/24,10/3 PI 1 L. Waters, J. Frost
10/19 Eastham (FH) 1 L. Waters#

Nelson’s Sparrow
9/18-9/29  PI

4 max S.Grinley#+v.o.

9/19 Quincy 1 J. Bock

9/25 Great Barrington 1 V. Vegat#

9/27-10/18 Rumney (Revere) 4 R. Doherty

10/11 ‘Wareham 14 N. Marchessault

10/19-21  E. Boston (BI) 4 S. Jones + v.o.
Saltmarsh Sparrow

9/21 Rowley 29 R. Heil

10/1-10/27 PI 50 max v.0.

10/2 Groton 13 T. Murray
Savannah Sparrow

9/24 Deerfield 95 J. Smith

10/9 Northborough 82 N. Dowling

10/15-17  Easthampton 350 max L. Therrien
Savannah Sparrow (Ipswich Sparrow)

10/23 Salisbury 1 J. Keeley
Lincoln’s Sparrow

9/19-10/15 Northampton 16 maxL.Therrien+v.o.

9/21 Northfield 12 J. Smith

9/24 New Braintree 28 R. Jenkins

9/24 Williamstown 10 M. Morales

10/2 Groton 10 T. Murray
Swamp Sparrow

10/5-10/17 Easthampton 150 max L.Therrien+v.o.

10/9 Northborough 127 N. Dowling

10/23 E. Brimfield 45 B. Zajda
Eastern Towhee

9/4 Hardwick 21 M. Lynch#

9/25 PI 18  G. d’Entremont#
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Eastern Towhee (continued)
10/3 Tuckernuck I.
Yellow-breasted Chat

9/14 Lexington (DM)
9/23 Hadley
9/28-10/5 WWMA

9/29 Brookline

10/3 Cuttyhunk I.

Yellow-headed Blackbird

175 S. Kardell#
1 C. Cook
1 L. Therrien
1 T. Spahr + v.o.
1 M. Garvey
2 J. Offermann#

9/5-9/6 P’town (RP) 1 ph T. Bradford#

9/24 Westport 1 ph J+J+M. Eckerson

9/26-9/27  Burlington 1 ph H. Samuels + v.o.

10/5 Truro 1 ph J. Mayo
Bobolink

9/1-9/5 Longmeadow 85 max L+ARichardsontvo.

9/5 Aquinnah 145 N. Bonomo

9/25 Groton 9 T. Murray

10/5 Easthampton 3 L. Therrien
Eastern Meadowlark

9/20 Hadley 15 S. Surner

10/14 Dover 1 E. Nielsen

10/18 PI 1 B. Burke
Western Meadowlark!

10/24 Cuttyhunk I. 1ph S. Williams#
Baltimore Oriole

10/24 PI 1 B. Hillman, N. Landers

10/24 Cuttyhunk I. 1 S. Williams#

10/25 Boston (FPk) 1 C. +S. Jones

10/31 Harwich 4 M. J. Foti

10/31 P’town 1 S. Fee, J. Olney
Red-winged Blackbird

9/19 Holbrook 2000 G. d’Entremont

10/23 E. Brimfield 2000 B. Zajda
Rusty Blackbird

10/3 P’town 2 BBC (G. d’Entremont)

10/12 WWMA 45 S. Miller

10/18 Stow 30 J. Hoyet#

10/19 Bernardston 65 J. Smith

10/21-23  E. Brimfield 80 max B. Zajda

10/22 Sheffield 94 J. Pierce
Brewer’s Blackbird

10/11 Hadley 1 ph S. Surner
Common Grackle

9/18 Harwich 2800 D. Clapp

9/19 Holbrook 10000 G. d’Entremont
Ovenbird

9/6 Winchendon 2 M. Lynch#

10/15 Longmeadow 1 M. Moore

10/31 Topsfield 1 1. Pepper
Worm-eating Warbler

9/19 Holyoke 1 K. Jones, D. McLain

9/22 PI 1 D. + D. Cooper

9/23 Medford 1 R. +J. Osborne
Louisiana Waterthrush

9/1 Belchertown 1 L. Therrien

9/4 Hadley 1 C. Elowe
Northern Waterthrush

10/4-10/18 MtA 2 max M.Moyser+v.o.

10/10-25  Newton 1 T. Holtz + v.o.

10/23 Woburn (HP) 1 J. Layman
Golden-winged Warbler

9/6 Lexington (DM) 1 A. Ankers
Black-and-white Warbler

9/5 Lexington (DM) 3 M. Rines#

9/20 PI 82 L. Waters#

10/18 Wrentham 1 A. Pericolo
Prothonotary Warbler

9/6 Rowley 1 R. Heil

10/4 Tuckernuck 1. 1 ph S. Kardell

10/8-10/11 IRWS
Tennessee Warbler

9/19-10/15 Northampton

9/30 Northfield

82

1ph N. Werth + v.o.

13 max L.Therrien+v.o.
12 J. Smith

10/27 Longmeadow 3 M. Moore
Orange-crowned Warbler
10/9 Tuckernuck I. 3 S. Kardell
10/14 Northampton 2 max L.Therrien+v.o.
10/31 Williamstown 1 M. Morales
Nashville Warbler
9/20 PI 12 L. Waters#
10/9 Deerfield 4 D. Sibley
10/27 Lexington (DM) 1 R. Stymeist
Connecticut Warbler
9/10-10/9  Indiv. reported from 24 locations
9/10-10/1 WWMA 3 max T. Spahr + v.o.
9/16 Quaboag IBA 2 M. Lynch#
9/19-10/3  Paxton 2 max R.Jenkins+v.o.
9/27 New Braintree 2 R. Jenkins
Mourning Warbler
9/10 Lexington (DM) 1 J. Barcus
9/18-9/21 MNWS 1 A. Sanford + v.o.
9/18-10/6  Northfield 1 J. Smith
9/20 PI 4 max L. Waters#+v.o.
9/20 Hadley 1 L. Therrien
9/24 Nantucket 1 L. Dunn
9/26 Rowley 1 S. Sullivan#
9/26 Burlington 1 J. Layman
10/12 Turners Falls 1 G. Watkevich
Kentucky Warbler
9/26 Newton 1 phM.Chalfin-Jacobs#
Common Yellowthroat
9/19-10/15 Northampton 37 max L. Therrien
9/20 PI 67 L. Waters#
9/20 Boston (RKG) 10 R. Stymeist
Hooded Warbler
9/5 Nahant 1 F. Morello
9/12,23,10/3 Tuckernuck I. 1,1,2 S. Kardell#
9/17-9/18 MNWS 1 S. Heinrich#
10/2 Newton 1 M. Chalfin-Jacobs
10/4 Brewster 1b S. Finnegan#
10/4 MBWMA 1 G. Power
1024 Cuttyhunk I. 1 J. Trimble#
American Redstart
9/5 Lexington (DM) 27 M. Rinest#
9/20 PI 88 L. Waterst#
10/19 Easthampton 1 A. Hulsey
Cape May Warbler
9/5 Aquinnah 48 N. Bonomo
9/5,9/24  Tuckernuck I. 13,16 S. Kardell
9/20 PI 21 L. Waters#
Cerulean Warbler
9/29 Tuckernuck 1. 1 S. Kardell
Northern Parula
9/20 PI 79 L. Waters#
9/24,10/4 Tuckernuck I. 24,14 S. Kardell
10/27 Dedham 1 M. Tliff
Magnolia Warbler
9/20 PI 63 L. Waters#
9/24 Tuckernuck I. 10 S. Kardell
10/17 Quabbin (G35) 1 E. LeBlanc
10/17 Easthampton 1 D. Allard
Bay-breasted Warbler
9/14 Ware R. IBA 1 M. Lynch#
9/20 PI 4 L. Waterst#
Blackburnian Warbler
9/20, 10/1 PI 5,1 L. Waters#, MAS (D. Moon)
10/1-10/4  MNWS 1 A. Sanford + v.o
10/4 Rowley 1 R. Heil
Yellow Warbler
9/20 PI 13 L. Waters#
10/11 Lowell 1 M. Baird
10/21 N. Adams 1 M. Morales, So. Auer
Chestnut-sided Warbler
9/1 Quabbin Pk 6 L. Therrien
9/20 PI 10 L. Waters#
10/27 Carver 1 D. Furbish
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Blackpoll Warbler

9/24,10/4 Tuckernuck 1. 37,42 S. Kardell

9/24 PI 42 L. Waters

10/1 Deerfield 19 D. Sibley
Black-throated Blue Warbler

9/20 PI 29 L. Waters#

10/26 MNWS 1 J. Smith

10/31 Quincy 1 V. Zollo + v.o.
Palm Warbler

9/9-10/15 Northampton 51 max G.Brown+v.o.

10/8 Brookfield 45 R. Jenkins

10/12 Sheffield 80 N.Jo
Pine Warbler

Montague 35 J. Smith

9/23 Ambherst 50 J. Oliverio

10/2 Holden 36 M. Lynch#
Yellow-rumped Warbler

9/24 PI 128 L. Waters

10/9 Tuckernuck I. 180 S. Kardell

10/17 Sheffield 234 G. Ward
Yellow-rumped Warbler (Audubon’s)

10/4 Franklin 1 N. Marchessault#
Yellow-throated Warbler

10/1 MNWS 1 J. Smith

10/1 Tuckernuck I. 1 ph S. Kardell

10/4 Hardwick 1 W. Howes

10/7 Nantucket 1 ph B. Gooch
Prairie Warbler

9/6 Winchendon 3 M. Lynch#

10/3 Barnstable 1 BBC (G. d’Entremont)

10/5 Northampton 1 L. Therrien

Black-throated Gray Warbler

9/15 PI 1 ph J. Layman + v.o.
Townsend’s Warbler

9/19 Winchester 1 phR.LaFointaine+v.o.

10/27 Sandwich 1 ph Anonymous(eBird)

10/27 Belmont (Habitat) 1 ph W. Kostick
Black-throated Green Warbler

9/20 PI 47 L. Waters#
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10/1 Woburn (HP) 3 M. Rines

10/30 Northfield 1 J. Smith
Canada Warbler

9/5 Lexington (DM) 2 M. Rines#

9/19-9/25 PI 2 v.0.

102 MNWS 1 J. Layman#
Wilson’s Warbler

9/5-9/1 Pittsfield 2max S. Townsend

9/20 PI 9 L. Waters#

10/23 Rockport (HPt) 1 S. Sullivan
Summer Tanager

9/3 Tuckernuck 1. 1 ph S. Kardell
Scarlet Tanager

9/26 Warren 4 M. Lynch#

9/27 Deerfield 14 D. Sibley

10/11-12  E. Harwich 1 M. Faherty
Rose-breasted Grosbeak

9/16 North Hadley 15 J. Smith

9/26 Warren 5 M. Lynch#

10/31 Medford 1 A+ A. Karighattam
Blue Grosbeak

9/1-9/3 Hadley area 3 max M.McKitrick+v.o.

9/7 Rowley 1 juv R. Heil

9/24 PI 1 L. Waters

10/3 Cuttyhunk I. 1 J. Offermann#

10/9 Sudbury 1 B. Harris
Indigo Bunting

9/thr Northampton 32 max M.McKitrick+v.o.

9/25 Groton T. Murray

9/27 Northfield 22 J. Smith

10/2-10/6  Groton 4 T. Murray
Painted Bunting

10/26 E. Falmouth 1 mph E. Joyce
Dickcissel

9/5 Aquinnah 2 N. Bonomo

9/11 Northampton 2 S. Winn, L. Farlow

9/24 PI 7 L. Waters

10/29 W. Roxbury (MP) 1 M. Iliff

COMMON CUCKOO BY SANDY SELESKY
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BYGONE BIRDS

Historical Highlights for September—October

Neil Hayward

5 YEARS AGO

Bird Observer

I arma burkey volbure.

10 YEARS AGO

Bird Observer
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September—October 2015

A Brown Booby continued off outer Cape Cod throughout the period,
and an adult Brown Pelican was on Nantucket on September 2. Inland, an
immature Brown Pelican was found malnourished in Southborough and
was rescued on September 21. A Purple Gallinule was at the Westboro
WMA on October 21-23. An American Avocet spent two days in
Edgartown in mid-September. Two adult Sabine’s Gulls were reported
oft Provincetown on September 12. The following day, an observer on
Tuckernuck Island photographed a Bridled Tern. Great Barrington hosted
a Rufous Hummingbird on October 11. Western flycatchers were well
represented with nine Western Kingbirds and at least two Say’s Phoebes.
Single Bell’s Vireos were reported from Newbury and Eastham, and
another one was banded at Manomet. A Northern Wheatear spent the first
six days of October at Wachusett Reservoir. A Green-tailed Towhee was a
one-day wonder at Hatfield on October 27.

Best sighting: Masked Booby, West Atlantis Canyon, 90 miles
south of Nantucket, September 10. This represents the first record for
Massachusetts.

September—October 2010

A Barnacle Goose was in Acton and Concord from October 20 into
mid-December. An adult Sharp-tailed Sandpiper was photographed on
South Beach, Chatham on October 9, a week after one was reported from
nearby Minimoy Island. Prior to this, there had been only three records
of this species, the last in Newburyport on October 15, 1989. A Curlew
Sandpiper delighted many by spending three weeks on Plum Island in
October. A Gull-billed Tern divided its time between Plum Island and
Ipswich for a week in mid-September. A largely silent Tropical/Couch’s
Kingbird continued in Falmouth to November 2 yet failed to be identified
to species. The Plum Island Scissor-tailed Flycatcher disappeared just
days short of a 3-month stay. Another was seen at Oak Blufts on Martha’s
Vineyard on October 27. A Bell’s Vireo, the fourth state record, was
found in Nahant on October 17-18. Warbler highlights were two Black-
throated Gray Warblers (Middlesex Fells and Martha’s Vineyard), and
a Swainson’s Warbler banded in Brewster, only the fourth record for the
state. Great Meadows NWR hosted three species of Ammodramus sparrows
(LeConte’s, Grasshopper and Nelson’s).

Best sighting: a juvenile Common Ringed Plover, South Beach,
Chatham, on September 11. This represents the second record for the state
after a bird seen on September 5, 1990, on nearby North Monomoy Island.
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20 YEARS AGO

Bird Observer

40 YEARS AGO

BIRD OBSERVER

OF EASTERN MASSACHUSETTS

September—October 2000
Gloucester’s Eared Grebe and Sterling’s Tufted Duck were both back
for their sixth winter, while Agawam’s female Rufous Hummingbird was
back at the same feeder for her fourth year in a row. A Greater White-
fronted Goose was at Great Meadows NWR in Concord on October
10. A Purple Gallinule was found dead in Westboro in late October.
A Boreal Owl was discovered in Boston’s Back Bay on the corner of
Commonwealth Avenue and Gloucester Street, just across the road
from where one had spent the winter of 1996-1997. Gay Head hosted a
Townsend’s Warbler on September 28 and a Brewer’s Blackbird on
October 22. A male Mountain Bluebird was in Concord at the end of
October. A Northern Wheatear was on the Longmeadow sandbar in the
Connecticut River on September 20-21. At least one LeConte’s Sparrow
was present in Northampton in October.

Best sighting: a male Black-throated Gray Warbler, Mount
Auburn Cemetery, September 27—-October 2. Despite foraging over a wide
area, the bird was seen by many birders.

September—October 1980

An out-of-place immature Northern Gannet was observed in
Concord and Lincoln on October 16. A Golden Eagle was a surprise at
Great Meadows on October 30. Two Yellow Rails were found on Cape
Cod: one roadkill at Provincetown and another spotted during high tide
at Fort Hill, Eastham. On Nantucket, a Mew Gull of the American race,
brachyrhynchus, was found on October 10. The continuing Burrowing
Owl on Martha’s Vineyard flew into a picture window and was taken to
Felix Neck Wildlife Sanctuary where it was treated and released. Manomet
banded its first Red-bellied Woodpecker on October 17. A Black-backed
Woodpecker was seen for two days in a Needham yard. A Say’s Phoebe
was on Nantucket, September 24. Loggerhead Shrikes were found on
Monomoy, Essex and Salisbury, the latter appearing on September 13 and
staying for over two months. Brewer’s Blackbirds were found in South
Peabody and Truro. A Lark Bunting was in Newburyport on September
20, single LeConte’s Sparrows were on Nantucket and Monomoy, and a
Henslow’s Sparrow was found in Truro, mid-October.

Best sightings: the appearance of two Fork-tailed Flycatchers, at
Chatham from September 22—October 4, and at Orleans from September
27-October 7 drew birders from across the continent. 4
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ABBREVIATIONS FOR BIRD SIGHTINGS
Taxonomic order is based on AOS checklist, Seventh edition, 61st Supplement, as published in

Auk 137: ukaa030 (2020) (see <http.//checklist.americanornithology.org/>).
PI

Locations Plum Island
AA Arnold Arboretum, Boston Pk Park
ABC Allen Bird Club  PLY Co. seas Plymouth County, offshore
AFB Air Force Base  Pont. Pontoosuc Lake, Lanesboro
AP Andrews Point, Rockport  POP Point of Pines, Revere
APd Allens Pond, S. Dartmouth PR Pinnacle Rock, Malden
AthBC Athol Bird Club ~ P’town Provincetown
B. Beach R. River
Barre FD Barre Falls Dam  Res. Reservoir
BBC Brookline Bird Club ~ RKG Rose Kennedy Greenway, Boston
BFWMA Bolton Flats WMA, Bolton & Lancaster RP Race Point, Provincetown
BHI Boston Harbor Islands SB South Beach, Chatham
BI Belle Isle, E. Boston ~ SF State Forest
BMB Broad Meadow Brook, Worcester SN Sandy Neck, Barnstable
BNC Boston Nature Center, Mattapan ~ SP State Park
BR Bass Rocks, Gloucester SRV Sudbury River Valle
BRI Co. seas Bristol County, offshore  SSBC South Shore Bird Clu
Cambr. Cambridge TASL Take A Second Look, Boston Harbor Census
CB Crane Beach, Ipswich  WBWS Wellfleet Bay Wildlife Sanctuary
CCBC Cape Cod Bird Club ~ WE World’s End, Hingham
CGB Coast Guard Beach, Eastham WMA Wildlife Management Area
Co. County WMWS Wachusett Meadow Wildlife Sanctua
Corp. B Corporation Beach, Dennis ~ Wompatuck SP Hingham, Cohasset, Scituate, Norwell
CP Crooked Pond, Boxford  Worc. Worcester
CPd Chandler Pond, Boston =~ WS Wildlife Sanctuary
Cumb. Farms Cumberland Farms, Middleboro ~ WSF Willowdale State Forest, Ipswich
DFWS Drumlin Farm Wildlife Sanctuary WWMA Westborough WMA, Westborough
DM Dunback Meadow  Other Abbreviations

DWMA Delaney WMA, Stow, Bolton, Harvard ~ * first state record (pending MARC review)
DWWS Daniel Webster Wildlife Sanctuary ! subject to MARC review
EP Eastern Point, Gloucester  ad adult
FE First Encounter Beach, Eastham  alt alternative plumage
FH Fort Hill, Eastham  au audio recorded
FHC Forest Hills Cemetery, Boston b banded
FP Fresh Pond, Cambridge  basic basic plumage
FPk Franklin Park, Boston ~ br reeding
G# Gate #, Quabbin Res.  cy cycle (3cy = 3rd cycle)
GMNWR Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge d dead
H. Harbor  dk dark (morph)
HCB Herring Cove Beach, Provincetown  f female
HP Horn Pond, Woburn ~ fl fledgling
HPt Halibut Point, Rockport  h heard
HRWMA High Ridge WMA, Gardner  imm immature
L Island inj injured
IBA Important Bird Area  juv juvenile
IRWS Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary It light (morph)
L. Ledge m male
MAS Mass Audubon MARC Massachusetts Avian Records Committee
MBO Bird Observatory, Manomet  max maximum
MBWMA Martin Burns WMA, Newbury — migr migrating
McW McLaughlin Woods ~ min minimum
MI Morris Island n nesting
MNWS Marblehead Neck Wildlife Sanctuary  nfc nocturnal flight call
MP Millennium Park, W. Roxbury  ph photographed
MSSF Myles Standish State Forest, Plymouth  pr pair
MtA Mount Auburn Cemetery, Cambr. rescued
MV Martha’s Vineyard S summer (1S = first summer)
NAC Nine Acre Corner, Concord  subad subadult
Nbpt Newburyport  v.o. various observers
ONWR Oxbow National Wildlife Refuge W winter (2W = second winter)
Pd Pond yg young
PG Public Garden, Boston  # additional observers

HOW TO CONTRIBUTE BIRD SIGHTINGS TO BIRD OBSERVER
Sightings for any given month should be reported to Bird Observer by the eighth of the following

month. C
location, number of birds, other observer(s

eports should include: name and phone number of observer, name of species, date of sighting,
, and information on age, sex, and morph (where relevant).

Reports can be emailed to sightings@birdobserver.org or submitted online at <http://www.birdobserver.org/
Contact-Us/Submit-Sightings>, or sent by mail to Bird Sightings, Robert H. Stymeist, 36 Lewis Avenue,

Arlington MA 02474-3206.

Species on the Review List of the Massachusetts Avian Records Committee, as well as species unusual
as to place, time, or known nesting status in Massachusetts, should be reported Ifl)romptly to the Massachusetts
Avian Records Committee, c/o Sean Williams, 18 Parkman Street, Westborough MA 01581, or by email to

seanbirder@gmail.com.
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